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SMITH. 



BdmUKD smith is one of those luoky writers 
who have, without xnuch^^ labour, attained high repiita- 
tion, and who are mentioned with reverence rather for 
the possession than the exertion of uncommon abilities. 
Of his life little is known $ and that little cUdms no 
praise but what cxa be given to intellec^ial excellence 
seldom employed to any virtuous purpose. His cha« 
racter^ as given by Mr. Oldisworth with all the par- 
tiality of friendship^ which is said by Dr. Burton to 
shew, <^ what fine things one man of parts can say of 
another,'* and which, however, comprises great part of 
what can be known of Mr. Smith, it is better to tran- 
scibe at once than to take by pieces. I shall subjoin 
such little memorials as accident has enabled iae to 
collect. 

Mr. Edmund Smith was the only son of an eminent 
merchant, one Mr. Neale, by a daughter of the fapious 
baron Lechmere. Some misfortunes of his fether, which 
were soon followed by his death, were the occa»on of 
the son's being left very young in the hands of a near 
relation (one who married Mr. >i%aie*s ^ster^wlyose 
name was Smith. 

This gentleman and his lady treated him as their own 
child, and put him to Westmmister school under the 
Vol. II. A 
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care of Dr. Busby ; whence, after the loss of his faithful 
and generous guardian (whose name he assumed and 
retained) he was rembved to Christ-church in Oxford, 
and there by his aunt handsomely maintained till her 
death ; after which he continued a member of that 
learned and ingenious society till within five years of 
his own ; though, some time before his leaving Christ- 
church, he was sent for by his mother to Worscester, 
and owned and acknowledged as her legitimate son ; 
which had not been mentioned, but to wipe off the as- 
persions that were ignorantly cast by some on his birth. 
It is to be remembered, for our author's honour, that, 
when at Westminster election he stood a candidate for 
one of the universities, he so s^nally distinguished 
himself by his conspicuous performances, that there 
arose no small contention, between the representative 
electors of Trinity-college in Cambridge and Christ- 
church in Oxon, which of those two royal societies 
should adopt him as their own. But the electors of 
Trinity-college having the pi^ference of choice that 
year, they resolutely elected him ; who yet, being in- 
vited at tije same time to Christ^church, chose to accept 
of a studentship there. Mr Smith's perfection^, as well 
natural as -acquired, seem to have been formed upon 
Horace's plan, who says, in his " Art of Poetry." 

" — Ego nee studium sine divite vena. 

Nee ^de quid profit video ingenium ; alterius sic 

Altera poscitopem res, & conjurat amice." 






He was endowed by nature with all those excellent 
and necessary qualifications which arc previous to the 
accomplishment of a great man. His memory was large 
an* tenacious, yet by a curious felicity chiefly suscepti- 
ble of the finest inpresslons it received from the best 
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authors he read) which it always preserved in their 
primitiye strength and amiable order. 

He had a quickness of apprehension and vivacity of 
understanding which easily took in and surmounted the 
most subtile and knotty parts of mathematics and meta** 
physics. His wit was prompt and flowing, yet solid and 
piercing ; his taste delicate, his head clear, and his way 
of expressing his thoughts perspicuous and engaging. 
I shall say nothing of hi^ person, which yet was so well 
turned^ that no neglect of himself ' in his dress could 
render it disagreeable ; insomuch that the fair sex, who 
observed and esteemed him, at once commended and 
reproved him by the namebf the Aan(/«om^ sloven. An 
eager but generous and noble emulation grew up with 
him ; which (as it were a rational sort of instinct) push- 
ed him upon striving to excel in every art and science 
that could make him a credit to his college, and that 
college the ornament of the most learned and polite 
university; and it was his happiness to have several 
contempontries and fellow-students who exercised and 
excited this virtue in themselves and others, thereby 
becoming so deservedly in favour with this age ; and so 
good a proof of its nice discernment. His judgment, 
naturally good, soon ripened into an exquisite fineness 
and dbtinguishing sagacity, which, as it was active and 
busy, 80 it was vigorous and manly, keeping even paces 
with a rich and strong imagination, always upon the 
wing, and never tired with aspiring. Hence it was that, 
though he writ as young as Cowley, he had no puerili- 
ties; and his earliest productions were so far from 
having any thing in them mean and trifling, that, like 
the junior compositions of Mr. Stepney, they may make 
grey authors blush. Thiere are many of his fii'St essays 
in oratory, in epigram, elegy, and jcpique, still handed 
about the university in manuscript, which shew a mas- 
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teriy hand ; and, though maimed and' ii^ared by fi^^ 
quent transcribing) make their way into our most cele- 
brated miscellanies^ where they shine with uncommon 
lustre* Beades those verses in the Oxford books which 
he could not help setting his name to, several of his 
compositions came abroad under olher names> which 
his own singular modesty and faithful silence strove in 
vain to conceal. The £nca&nia and public collections of 
the university up^n state subjects were never in such 
esteem) either for elegy and congratulation, as when he 
contributed most largely to them; and it was natural 
for those who knew his peculiiir way of writing to tuoi 
to his share in the^ work, as by Car the most relishing 
part of the entertainment. As his parts were extraor- 
dinary^ so he well knew how to improve them ; and, not 
only to polish- the diamond^ but enchase it in the most 
solid and durable metal* Though he was an academic 
the greatest part of his life, yet he contracted no sour- 
ness of temper, no spice of pedantry, no itch of dispu- 
tation, or obstinate contention for the old or new phUo-^ 
Sophy, no assuming way of dictating to others,^ which 
are faults (though excusable) which some are insentt-* 
bly led into who are constrained to dwell long within 
the walls of a private college** Hb conversation was 
pleasant and instructive ; and ^ what Horace said of 
Plotius, Varius, and Virgil, might justly be applied to 
him. 

" Nil ego contu).erim jucuado s^us. Am'ico." 

Sat. V. 1. 1. 

As correct a writer as he was in his most elabol^te 
pieces, he read the works of others with candour, and 
reserved his greatest severity .for his own compodlions ; 
being readier to cherish and advance than damp or de-' 
pre«s a. rising gj^^^usi^ apd ^ patiei^ ot being excelled 



SMHH. 9 

himself (if any could excel him) as industrioufl to excel 
others. 

'Twere to be wished he had confined himself to a 
•particular professioa who was capable of surpassing jm 
any ; but» in thiS} his want of application was in a great 
measure owing to his want of due encouragement. 

He passed through the exercises pf the college and 
university with unusual applause ; and ^thQUgh he often 
suffered his friends to call him off from his retirements, 
and to lengthen out those joa^i^l avocations, yet his re- 
turn to his studies was so much the more passionate, 
and his intention upon those refined pleasures of read- 
ing and thinking so vehement (to which his facetious 
and unbended intervals bore 410 proportion) that the 
habit grew upon him, and the series of meditation and 
'reflection being .kept up whole weeks together, he 
could better sort. his ideas, and take in the sundry parts 
of a science at one view, without interruption or con- 
fusion. Some indeed of liis acquaintance, who were 
pleased to distinguish between the wit ^ndthe scholar, 
extolled him altogether op the account of these titles ; 
but others, who knew him bettei*, could not forbear 
doing him justice as a prodigy in both kinds. He had 
^gnalized himself, in the schools, as a, philosopher and 
polemic of -extensive knowledge and deep penetration ; 
and went through all the courses with a wise regard to 
the dignity and importance of each science, I remem- 
ber him in the Divinity -school responding and disputing 
with a perspicuous energy, a ready exactness, and 
commanding force of argument when Dr. Jane wor- 
thily presided in the chair ; whose condescending and 
disinterested commendation of him gave him such a 
reputation as silenced the enviqus malice of his ene- 
mies, who durst not contradict the approbation of so 

profound *a m^aster in theology. None of those self- 

A 3 
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s^cient creatures who have either trifled with pliilo- 
aophy, bf attempting to ridicule it, or have encumbered 
it with novel terms and butdensome explanations^ un- 
derstood its real weight and purity half ao well at 
Mr. Smith. He was too discerning to allow of the eha* 
racter of unprofitable, —rugged, and abstruse, which 
some superficial sciolists (so very smooth and pol&e as 
to admit of no impresssicm) either out of an unthinking 
indolence or an ill-grotinded prejudice had affixed to 
this sort of studfes. He knew the thorny terms -of .phi- 
losophy served well to fence in the true doctrines <rf 
religion; and looked upKMi school -divinity as upon a 
rough but well-wrought armour, which might at once 
adorn foid defend the Christian hero, and eqjuip him for 
the combat. 

Mr. Smith had a long and prefect intimacy with all 
the Greek and Latin classics ; with which he had care- 
fully compared whatever was worth perusing in the 
French, Spanish, and Italian (to which languages he 
was no stranger) and in all the celebrated writers of 
his own country. But then, according to the curious 
observation of the late earl, of Shaftesbury, he kept the 
poet in awe by regular criticism ; and, as it were, quar- 
ried the two arts for their mutual support and improve- 
ment. There was not a tract of credit u|K)0 that subject 
which he had not diligently examined, from Arbtotle 
down to Hedeiin and Bossu ; so that, having each rule 
constantly before him, He could carry the art through 
every poem, and at once point out the graces and de- 
formities. By this means he seemed to read with a 
design to correct as well as imitate. 

Being thus prepared, he could not but taste every 
little delicacy that was set before him ; though it was 
impossible for him at the same time to be fe;^ and nou- 
rished with any thing but what was substantial iind 
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lasting. He considered the ancients and moderns not 
as parties or rimls for fame, but as architects vpon one 
and the same plan^^the art of poetry ; according to. 
which he judged, approved, and blamed, without flat- 
tery or deti*aclion. If he did not always commend the 
compositions of others, it was not ill-natare (which was 
not in his temper) but strict justice would not let him 
call a few flowers set in ranks, a gltb measure, and so 
many couplets, by the name of poetry ; he was of Ben 
JTohnson's opinion, who could not admire 

— ^Verses as smooth and soft as cream. 

In which there was neither depth nor stream. 

And therefore, though his Want of complaisance for 
some men's overbearing vanity made him enemies, yet 
the better part of mankibd were obliged by the freedom 
of his reflections. 

His Bodlean speech, though taken from a remote 
and imperfect copy^ hath shewn the world how great 
a master he was of the I3icerf$nean elbquence, mixed 
with- the conciseness and force of Demostheness, the 
elegant and moving turns of Pliny, and tlie acute and 
wise reflections of Tacitus. 

Since Temple and Roscommon, no man understood 
Horace better, especially as to his happy diction, roll- 
ing numbers, beautiful imagery, and alternate mixture 
of the soft and the subKme. This emleai^ed Dr. Hanne's 
odes to him, the finest geniu? for Latin lyric since the 
Augustan age. His friend Mr. Philips's ode to Mr St. 
John (late lord Bolingbroke) after the manner of Hor- 
ace's Lusory or Amatorean odes, is certainly a master 
piece ; but Mr. Smith's Pocockius is of the sublimer 
kind, though, like Waller's writings upon Oliver Crom- 
well, it wants not the most delicate and surprising turns 
peculiar to the person praised. I do not remember to 
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have seen any thing like it in Dr. BatlHU*st)* who had 
made some attempts this way with applause. He was 
an excellent judge of humanity ; and so good a his- 
tonan, that in familiar discoupse he would talk over the 
most memorable facts in antiquity, the lives, actions, 
and characters of celebrated men, with amazing facili- 
ty and accuracy. As he had thoroughly read and digest- 
ed Th nanus's works, so he was able to copy after him ; 
and his talent in this kind was so weli khown and allow- 
ed that he had been singled out by some great men to 
write a history which it was their interest to have done 
with the utmbst art aiid dexterity. 

I shall not mention for what reasons this design was 
dropped, though th%y are very much to Mr. Smith's 
honour. The truth is and I speak it before living wit- 
nesses, whilst an agreeable coihpany could fix him up- 
on a subject of useful literature nobody "^hone to great- 
er advantage ; lil^^seem'ed to be that Memius whom Lu- 
cretius speaks of :* 

t 

— ^Qaera tu dea, tempore in oKini 

Omnibus ofrnstum volusiti excellere rebus. 

His works are not many, and those scattered up an^ 
down in miscellanies and collections, being wrested 
from him by his friends with great difficulty and reluc- 
tance* All of them together m^ke but a small part 
of that much greater body whicU lies dispersed in the 

ft 

possession of numerous acquaintance ; and cannot per- 
haps be made entire, without great injustice to him) 
because few of them had his last hand, and the traps- 
U'iber was often obliged to take the liberties of ^ friend« 

• Dr. Ralph Bathurst, whose life and literary remains . where 
published in 1761, by Mr. Thomas Warton. G 
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Hi« condDlenco;fer the death of Mr* Philips, is full of 
the noblest beauties^ and h«th done justice to Ibe asfoes 
of that second Mikoa, wliose writings^ will last at long 
as the English langoi^e^ g^nerosi^, and valour. F<^ 
him Mr* Smith had contracted a perfect friendship r a 
passion he was most susceptible of, and wboae lairs he 
looked upon as:«acred and inviolable. 

livery subject, that passed under his pen hod all the 
life, proportbny and end>eBi8hinents» bestowed on it 
which an e^cquisite skill, a warm imagination^amd a cool 
judgment, possibly could bestow on it. The epique, 
lyric, elegiac^ every son of. poetry he touched upon, 
(and he touched upon a great variety) was raised, to its 
proper height^ and the differences between eadi of 
them observed With a j udicioua accuracy. We saw the 
old rules and new beauties- placed in admicable order 
by each other; and there was: a predominant fancy and 
apiiii of hh own. infomsdy superior to what some draw 
off: from the anQient8,iOr from poesies here and there 
culled out of the modems, by a. painful industry and ser- 
vile ifnitation. lUs contrivances were adroit^ and magnifi- 
cent ; hi« images lively and adequate.; his sentiments 
charming and majestic ; his expreasicms natural and 
bold:;, his numbers various and sounding ; and that ena- 
melled mixture of classical wit, which without redun- 
dance and. affectation. sparkled ttifough his writings, and 
were no less pertinent uid agreeable. 

His Fhadro^ is a coosAiiiimate tragedy, and the suc- 
cess of it was aa great as the most sanguine expecta- 
tioDS of his friends could promise or foresee. The 
number of nights, and the common method of filling 
the bouse) are not always the surest marks of judging 
what encouzAgement a play meets with ; but the gene- 
ItMity of all the persons of a refined taste about town 
was remarksble on this occasion ; and it must not be 
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forgotten how zealously Mr. Addison espoused his in- 
terest, with all the elegant judgment and diffusive 
gQod<^ature for which that accomplished gentleman 
and author is so justly valued by mankind. But as to 
Fhadra^ she has certainly made a finer figure under 
Mr. Smithes conduct upon the English stage, than 
either in Rome or Athens ; and if she excels the Greek 
and Latin PAadra^ I need not say she surpasses the 
French one, though embellished with whatever regular 
beauties and moving sofhiess Racine himself could give 
her. 

No man had a juster notion of the difficulty of com- 
posing than Mr. Smith ; and sometimes he would 
create greater difficulties than he had reason to appre- 
hend. Writing with ease Wliat (as Mr. Wycherley 
speaks) may be easily written, moved his indignation. 
When he was writing upon a subject, he would seri- 
ously consider what Demosthenes, Homer, Virgil, or 
Horace, if alive, would say upon that occasion, which 
whetted him to exceed himself as well as others. Ne- 
vertheless, he could not or would not finish several 
subjects he undertook ; which may be imputed either 
to the briskness of his fancy, still hunting after a new 
matter, or to an occasional indolence, which spleen and 
lassitude brought upon him, which, of all his foiblQS, 
thp world was least inclined to forgive. That this was 
not owing to conceit or vanity, or a fulness 6f himself^ 
(a frailty which has been in^>uted to no less men than 
Shakspeare and Jonson) is clear from hence ; because 
he left his works to the entire disposal of his friends, 
whose most dgorous censures he even courted and so- 
licited, submitting to their a^madversions and the free- 
dom they took with them with an unreserved and prudent 
resignaUon. 
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I have seen sketches and rough draught* of some 
poems to be designed set out analytically ; wherein the 
fable, structure, apd connexion^ the images, incidents, 
moral, episodes, and a great variety of ornaments, were 
so finely laid out, so well fitted to the rules of art, and 
squared so exactly to the precedents of the ancients, 
that I have often looked on these poetical elements 
with the same concern with- which .curious ipen are 
affected at the Siight of, the mo^t entertaining remains 
and ruins of an antique figure or building. Those frag- 
ments of the learned, which some men have been so 
proud of their pains in collecting, are useless rarities, 
without form and without life, when compared with 
these embryos, which wanted not spirit enough to pre- 
serve them ; so that I cannot help thinking that if some 
of them were to come abroad they would be as highly 
valued by the poets as the skeches of Julio and Titian 
are by the painters ; though there is nothing in them 
but a few outlines, as to the design and proportion. 

It must be confessed, that Mr. Smith had some de- 
fects in his conduct, which those are most apt to re- 
member who could imitate him in nothing else. His 
freedom with himself drew severer acknowledgements 
from him than all the malice lie ever provoked was ca- 
pable of advancing, and he did not scruple to give even 
his misfortunes the hard name of faults; but if the 
world had half his good-nature all the shady parts 
would be entirely struck out of his character. 

A man who, under poverty, calamities, and disap- 
pointments, could make so many friends, and those so 
truly valuable, must have just and noble ideas of the 
passion of friendship, in the Success of which xonsisted 
the greatest, if not the only happiness of his life. He 
knew, very well what was due to his birth, though for* 
tune threw him short of it in every other circumstance 
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of life. He avoided making any, though pertiaps tea* 
sonable, complaims of her dispenaatiotis, under which 
he l^ad honour enough to be easy, without' touching the 
fiivours she flung in his way when offered to him at a 
price of a more durable reputation. He took care to 
bate no dealings with mankbd in mhich ire could not 
be just ; and he desired to be at no other expense in 
his pretensions than that of intrinsic merit, which was 
the only burthen and reproach he ever brought upon 
his friends. He could say, as Horace did of himself, 
what I never yet saw ti^anslated : 

*< Meo 9um pauper in sere.*' 

At his coming to town, no man was more surround- 
ed by all those who really had or pretended to wit, or 
more courted by the great men who had then a power 
and opportunity of encouraging arts and sciences, and 
gave proofs of their fondness for the name of Patron in 
many instances, which *will ever be remembered to 
their glory. Mr. Smith s character grew upon his 
friends by intimacy, and out-went the strongest pre^^ 
posesuons which had been conceived in bis favour. 
Whatever quarrel a few sour creature's, whose d>SQu- 
rity is their happiness, may possibly have to the age^ 
yet amidst a studied neglect and total disuse of all those 
ceremonial attendences, fashionable equipments, and* 
external recommendation, which are thought necessary 
introductions into the grande mondcy this gentlemen 
was so happy as still to please; and whilst the rich 
the gay, the noble, and honourable, saw how much he 
excelled in wit and learning, they easily forgave him 
all other differences. Hence it was that both his. ac- 
quaintance and retirements wjsre his own free choice* 
What Mr. Prior observes upon a very great character 
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W9A true of him, that moBt of Mb faultB brought their 
escetise nvith them. 

Those who blamed him most understood him least) 
It being the custom of the vulgar to charge an excess 
upon the most complaisant, and to form a character hj 
the morals of a lew, who have sometimes sp<^ed an 
hour or two in good company^ Where only fortune is 
wanting to make a great name, that suigie exception 
can never pass upon the best judges and most e(|uha- 
ble observers of mankind ; and when the time eemes 
for the world to spare their pity, we may justly enfau^e 
our demands upon them for their admiration. 

Some fow years before his death, he had engaged 
himself in several considerable undertakings ; In all 
which he had prepaid the world to expect mighty 
tilings from him. I have seen about ten sheets of his 
English Pindar^ which exceeded any tiling of that kind 
I could ever hope for in our own language. He had 
drawn out a plan of a tragedy of the Lady Jane Gray^ 
and had gone through several scenes, of it. But he 
could not well have bequeathed that work to better 
hands than where, I hear, it is at present lodged ; and 
the bare mention of two such names may Justify the 
largest expectations, and is sufficient to make the town 
an agreeable invitation. 

His greatest and noblest undertaking was Longfnua, 
He had finished an entire translation of the Sublime^ 
which he sent to the reverend Mr. Richard Parker, a 
friend of his, late of Merton College, an exact critic in 
the Greek tongue, from whom it came to my hands. 
The French version o^ Monsieur Boileau, though truly 
Valuable, was far short of it. He proposed a large ad- 
dition to this work) of notes and observations of his own, 
with anjjf ntire system of the Art of Poetiy, in three 
books, iSsder the titles of Thought^ Bictiouj^ssid Figw e. 
Vol. II, B 
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I saw the last of these perfect^ and in a fair copy, in 
which he shewed prodigious judgment and reading; 
9nd particularly had reformed the Art of Rhetoric, by 
reducing Aat vast and confused heap of terms, with 
which a long succession of pedants had encumbered 
the world, to a very narrow compass, comprehending 
all that was useful and ornamental in poetry. Under 
each bead and chapter, he intended to make remarks 
upon all the ancients and modems, the Greek, Latin^ 
English, French, Spanish, and Italian poets,^ and to' 
note their several beauties and defects. 

What remains of his works is left^ as I am informed, 
in the hands of men of worth and judgment, who 
loved him. It cannot be supposed they would suppress 
any thing that was his, but out of respect to his me- 
mory, and for want of proper lands to finbh what so 
great a genius had begun. 

Such is the declamation of Oldisworth, written while 
his admiratifm was yet fresh and his kindness warm ; 
and therefore such as, without any criminal purpose of 
deceiving, shews a strong desire to make the most of 
all favourable truth. I cannot much commend the per- 
formance. The praise is often indistinct, and the sen^ 
tences are loaded with words of more pomp than use. 
There is little, however, that can be contradicted, even 
when a plainer tale comes to be told.* 

Edmund Nbale, known by the name of Smith, was 
bom at Handley, the seat of the Lechmeres, ia Wor- 
cestershire. The year of his birth is uncertain.* 

He was educated at Westminster. It is known to 
have been the practice of Dr. Busby to detain those 

* By his epitaph he appears to have been 42 years old when 
he died. He was consequently bom in lOie year 16M| R. 
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youtli long at school of whom he had formed the high- 
est expectations. Smith took his master's degree on 
the ^th of July* 1696 ; he therefore was probab]7 ad- 
mitted into the university in 1689| when we maf sup- 
pose him twenty years old. 

His reputation for literature in his college wfis such 
as has been told ; but the indecency and licentiousness 
of his behavour drew upon liim, Dec* 34, 1694, while 
he was yet only bacnelor, a public admonition, entered 
upon record,.in order to his expulsion. Of t|iis reproof 
the effect is not known. . He was probably less noto- 
rious. At Oxford, as wd all know, much will be for- 
given to literary merit ; and of tliat he had exhibited 
sufficient evidence by his excellent ode on the death of 
the gi^at Orientalist, Dr. Pocock, who died in 1691, 
and whose praise must have been written by Smith 
when he had been but two years in the university* 

This ode, which closed the second volume of the 
Mu8 it Anglican c^ though perhaps some objections may 
be made to its Latinity, is by far the best Lyric com- 
position in that collection ; nor do I know where to find 
it equalled aiyoug the mbdern writers. It expresses, 
with great felicity, images not classical in classical dic- 
tion: its digressions and returns, have been deservedly 
rjecommended by Trapp as models for imitation. 

He had several imitatjpns from Cowley : 

Testitur hiiic tot serroo coloribtis 
Quot tii^ Pocockly dissimilistui 
Orator effen, quot viclasim 
, Te memore^ oelebrare gaudent 

I will not commend the figure which makes the ora- 
tor pronounce the colours or give to colour a memory 
ind delist. 1 quote it, however, as wti imitation of these 
lines; 
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So many languages he had in store^ . 
That only fame shall speak of him in more. 

The simile, by which an old man, retaimng the fire 
of his youth, is compared to ^tna flaming through the 
snow, which Smith has used with great pomp, is stolen 
from Cowley, however little worth the labour pf con- 
veyance. 

He proceeded to take his degree of master of arts,. 
July 8, 1696. Of the exercises which he performed oti 
that occasion, I have not heard any thing memorable* 

As his years advanced, he advanced in reputation ; 
for he continued to cultivate his mind, though he did 
not amend his irregularities : by which he gave so 
much offence, that, April 24, 1700, the dean and chap- 
ter declared << the place of Mr Smith void, he having 
been convicted of riotous behaviour in the house of 
Mr. Cole, an apothecary ; but it was referred to the 
dean when and upon what occasion the sentence should 
be put into execution." 

Thus tenderly was he treated : the governors of his 
college could hardly keep him^ and yet wished that he 
would not force them to drive him aif ay; 

Some time afterwards he assumed an appearance of 
decency ; in his own phrase, he whitened himself, hav- 
ing a desire to obtain the censorship,' an office of ho- 
nour and some profit in the college ; but, when the 
election came, the preference was given to Mr* Foulkesi 
his junior : the same, I suppose, that joined with 
Freind in an edition of part of Deoaosthenes. The cen*' 
st>r is a tutor ; and it was not thought proper to trust 
the superintendence of others to a man who took so little 
care of himself. 

From this time Smith employed his malice and his 
wit against the dean, Dr, Aldricb, M'hom he considered 
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as the opponent of his claim. <>f his lampoon upon 
lmn,I onee heard a wig^e lino two g ras s to be repealed. 

But he was still a genius wad a scliolart and Oxford 
was unwilHog to lose him i he was endored, with all 
bis praniEa and Ins vices, two fears longer $ but on Dec. 
SOt 17059 »t the instance of all the caOnons, the sentence 
declared fire feats before was put in execution. 

The execution was, I believe, ulent and tender ; for 
one of his frimidBt f rom whom I learned much of his 
fife, appeared not to know it» 

HewasAow diiven tp London, where he associated 
himself with the whigs, whether because they were in 
power, or because the tories had expelled him, or be- 
cause he was a whig hj principle, may perhaps be 
doubted. He was, howeveci caressed hj men of great 
abilities, whatever were their partjr, and was supported 
bf the liberality of those who delighted in his conver- 
sation, ft 

There was once a design, bmted at by OUUsworth, to 
have made him useful. One evening, as he was sitting 
with a friend at a tavern, 4ie was called down by the 
waiter ; and, having staid some time below, came up 
thoughtful. After a pause, said he to his fiiend, << He 
.that wanted me below was Addison, whose business 
was to tell me that a History of the Revolution was 
intended, and to propose that . I should undertake it, 
I said, < WhsK shall I do with the character of lord 
Sunderland ?* and Addison immediately returned^ 
» When, Rag, were you drunk last ?* and went away.'* 

Captain Rag was a name which he got at Oxford by 
his negligence of dress. 

This story I heard from the late Mr. Clark, of Lin- 
coln's Inn, to whom it was told by the friend of Smith. 

Such scruples might debar him from some profitable 
employments ; 'buti as they could not deprive him of 

b2 
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•njr real etieeni) they left him manjr frieiidft ; and no 
man was ever better introduced to the theatre than hey 
whO| in that violent conflict of parties, had a prologue 
and epilogue {ran the first wits on either side. 

But learning and nature will now and then take dif- 
ferent courses. His play pleased the critics^ and the cri- 
tios only. It was, as Addison has recorded, hardly 
heard the' third night. Smith had indeed trusted en« 
tirely to hb merit, had ensured no hand of applaudersy 
nor used any artifice to force success, and found that 
native excellence was not sufficient for its own Support. 

The play, however, was bought by Xiintot, who ad^ 
vanced the price from fifty guineas, the current rate, 
to sixty ; and Halifax, the general patron, accepted the 
dedication. Smith's indolence iLcpt htm fi^m writing 
the dedication, till Lintot, after ftidtles* importunity, 
gave notice that he would publish the play without if, 
Now, therefore, it was ^tten ; and Halilax expected 
the author with his book, and had prepared tp reward 
him with a place of three hundred pounds a-year. 
Smith, by pride, or caprice, or indolence, or bashful- 
ness, neglected to attend him, though doubtless warned 
and pressed by his friends, and at last missed his re- 
ward by not going to solicit it* 

Addison has, in the Spectator, mentioned the neglect 
of Smith's tragedy as disgrac^ul to t^ nation, and 
imputes it to the fondness for operas then prevailing. 
The authority of Addison is great ; yet the voice of the 
people, when to please the people is the purpose, de- 
serves regard. In this question, I cannot but think the 
people in the right. The fable is mythological, a story 
which w^ are accustomed to reject as false ; and the 
manners are so distant from our own, that we knew 
them not from sympathy, but by study ; the ignorant do 
not understand .the action ; the learned reject it as a 



scliool-bo7'8 talie ; inereduim adu - What I camot fior a 
moment beliere, I canoot for a mmnent behold wkh 
interest or amdety^ The •entiments thoa remote from 
life are removed yet further by the dictkn, which ia teo 
luxurianjt and splendid for dialogue, and emrelopes the 
thoughts rather than, displaya^hem* It is a scholar's 
play, such as may please the reader rather tiian the 
spectator ; the work of a Ttgoorous and elegant mindf 
accustomed to please itself with its own conceptiflMi 
but of little acquaintance with the course of life. 

Dennis tells us, in one of his p^ces, that k0 had once 
a design to have, written the tmgedy of Ph€dra i but 
was convinced that the actiim was too mythologicaL 

In iaK)9, a year after the exhibition of Phmdta 
died John PhiUp% the friend and fellow-coUegian of 
Smith, who on that ocasion, wrom a poem, which 
justice must place among the best elegies which out* 
language can shew, an elegant mixture of fondness and 
. admiration, of dignity and softness. There are some 
passages too ludicrous ; but every human performance 
has its faults. 

This elegy it was the mode among his friends to 
purchase for' a guinea ; and, as his acquaintance was 
numerous, it was a very profitable poe'nu 

Of his Pini/ar mentioned by Oldis worth, I have never 
otherwise heard. His JL9nginu§ be intended to acompa* 
ny with some illustrations, and had selected his instan- 
ces of theyo/te sublime from the works of Blackmore* 

He resolved to try again the fortune of the stage, 
with the story of ^ady Jane Grey. It is not unlijbely that 
his experience of the inefficacy suid incredibility of a 
mythological ta^ might determine him to choose an 
action from the EngUsh history, at no great distance 
from our own times, which was to end in a real event, 
produced by the operation of known characters. 
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A tobfsctainil not eatily occur that cati ghre more 
opporttiniticB of iofomuig the vndorstaiidiiig^ for f^hkh 
Mr. SmUk was uoqaeatioiiaUf quaUfiadi or for monog 
tiie paaiioiia, in which I sasptct him to fa«ve had lesa 
power* 

Having foraied hi* plan and collected materials^ Jie 
declared that a few montha wottid comfitete his deaign 
aody that he might puraiio hi» work with leaa^ frequent 
awBcatioaS) he was, in June, l7ID,inTttedby^r. George 
Ducket to his house at Gartham, in Wiltshire. Here 
be found a^di opportunities of Indnlgenee as did not 
much forward iiis studies, and particularly some strong 
ale, too deSkious to be restated. He ate and drank till 
he found himself plethoric ; and . then, resolving to 
eaae Imnself by evacuaticm, he wrote to an apothe- 
cary in thi ncighbonrhood a prescripiion of a purge ao 
forcible, that the apothecary thought it his duty to delay 
it till he had given notice of its danger. Smith, not 
pleaaed with the contradiction of a ahopman, and boast* 
lid of his own knowlege, treated the notice with rude 
contempt, and swallowed his own medicine, which, in 
July, 1710, brought him to the grave. He was buried 
at Gartham. 

Many years afterwards, Dusl^ct communicated to 
ddfloixon the histbrian, an account pretended to have 
been received from Smith, that Clarendon's history 
was,init8))ubUcation, corrupted by Aldrieh, Smalridge, 
and Atterbury $ «ad that Smith was employed to forge 
and insert the alterations. 

This story was published tmtmphantly by Oldmixon, 
asid may be M}ppo6ed to have been eagerly received ; 
but Its progvess: was soon checked ; fot finding its way 
into the journal of Tr6vouz, it feH under the eye of 
Atterbuiy, then an exile in France, who immediately 
denied the charge, with this remarkable particular^ 
that he Clever in his whole life had once spoken to 
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Smith ;* hk compaoy being, as must be iD&rredy not 
accepted by duoae wbo attended to tbcir characters^ 

The charge was afterwards very diligentlf refuted bf 
Dr. Burton, of £ton», a man eminent for Ixterature ; and* 
though not of the same* party with Aldrich and Atter- 
bury, too studious of truth to leave, them burthened 
with a false charge. The testimonies which he 4iaa 
collected have convinced mankind that either Smith or 
Ducket, was guilty of wilful and malicious falsehood. 

This controversy brought into view those pa||^ of 
Smith's life which, with more honour to his name, might 
have been concealed. 

Of Smith I can yet say a little more. He was a man 
of such estimation among his companions,, that the ca- 
sual censures or praises which he dropped in conver- 
sation were considered, like those of Scaliger, as wor* 
thy of preservation. 

He had great readiness and exactness of cridcism, 
and by a cursory glance over a new composition would 
exactly tell all its faults and beauties. 

fie was remarkable for the power of reading with 
great rapidity, and of retaining, with great fidelity, 
what he so easily collected. 

He therefore always knew what the present question 
required ; and, when his fiiends ^pressed their won- 
der at his acquisitions, made in a state of apparent 
negligence and drunkenness, he never discovered " bis 
hours of reading or method of study, but involved him- 
self in affected silence, and fe4 his own vanity with 
their admiration. • 

*«• See Bishop Attcrbun»*8 "Epistolary correspondence/' 1795^,' 
Vol. ni. p. .126. 133. In the same work, vol. I. p. 325, it ap- 
pears that Smith was at one time suspected by Atterbury to 
kavebefn thf author of the « Tale of a Tab." N. 
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One practice he had, which was easily observed ; if 
aoj thought or image was presented to his mind that 
he could use or iroproye, he did not suffer it to be lost ; 
but} amidst the jolitf of a tavern, or in the warmth of 
eonversatidny very diligently conTmitted it to paper. 

Thus it was that he had gathered two quires of hints 
tbr his new tragedy ; of which Rowe, when they were 
put into his hands, could make, as he says, very little 
use, but which the collector conudered as a valuable 
stoclipf materials. 

When he came to London, his way of life connected 
him with the licentious and dissolute : and he affected 
the airs and gaiety of a man of pleasure ; but his dress 
was always deficient ; scholastic cloudiness still hung 
about him ; and his merriment was sure to produce the 
scorn of his companions. 

With all his carelessness and all his vices, he was 
one of the murmerers at fortune : and wondered why 
he was suffered to be poor, when Addison was caressed 
and preferred ; nor would a very little have contented 
him ; for he estimated his wants at six hundred pounds 
a year. 

In his course of reading, it was particular that he had 
diligently perused, and accurately remembered, the ojd 
romances of knight-errantry. 

He had a high opinion of his own merit, and was 
something contemptuous in his treatment of those 
whom he conudered as not qualified to oppose or con- 
tradict him. He had many frailties ; yet it cannot but 
be supposed that he had great merit,>ho could obtun 
^ the same play a prologue from Addison and an epi- 
logue from Prior ; and who could have at once the pa«( 
tronage of Halifax, and the praise of Oldisworth. 

For the power of communicating these nunute me^ 
nuprials, I am indebted tp my conversation with GUber^ 
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Walmsley, late re^trar of the ecclesiastical court of 
Litchfield, who was acquainted both with Smith and 
Ducket; and declared, that, if the tale concerning Cla* 
rendoD were forged, he should suspect Ducket of thie 
&l8ehood ; ^ for Rag was a man of great veracity.'* 

Of Gilbert Walmslej, thus presented to my mind, 
let me indulge myself in the rememberance. i knew 
him very early ; he was one of the first friends that 
literature procured me, and I hope that at least my gra- 
titude made me worthy of his notice. 

He was of an adVanced age, and I was only not alx>y ; 
yet he never received my notions with contempt. He 
was a whig, with all the virulence and malevolence of 
his party; yet difference of opinion did not keep us 
apart. \ honoured him, and he endured me. 

He had mingled with the gay world, without exemp- 
tion from its vices or its follies, but had never neglected 
the cultivation of his mind ; his belief of revelation was 
unshaken; his learning preserved his principles j he 
grew first regular, and then pious. 

His studies had been so various, that I am not able 
to name a man of equal knowledge. His acquaintance 
with books was great i mid what he did not immediately 
know, he could at least tell where to find. Such was 
his amplitude of learning, and, such kis copiousness of 
bommunication, that it may be doubted whether a day 
now passes in which I have not some advantage from 
his friendship. 

At this man's table I enjoyed many cheerful and ia- 
Structive hours, with companions such as are not often 
found ; with one who has lengthened and one who has 
gladd(^ned life ; with Dr» James, whose sldll in phy- 
ac will be long remembered, and with David Garrick, 
whom I hoped to have gratified with this character of 
our common friend ; but what are the hopes of man ! 
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I am disappomted by that stroke of death which has 
eclipsed the gaiety of nations and impovenshed the 
public stock of harmless pleasure* 

In the library at Oxford is the following ludicrous 
Analysis of Pocockius : 

EX AUTOGRAPHO. 

[Sent by the author to Mr. Urry.j 

OrvsovhCM hoc, Halberdarie amplissime, in lucem 
proferre hactenus distuli, judl^ii tui acumen subvcri- 
tus magi? quam bipennis. Tandem aliquando od^n banc 
ad temitto sublimem, teneram, flebilem, suavem, qua- 
lem demum divinus (si Musis vacaret) scripdsset Gas- 
trellus : ade6 scilicet sublimem ut inter legendum dor^ 
mire, adeo flebilem ut ridere velis» Cujus elegantiam 
ut melius inspicias, versuum ordinem h materiam bre* 
viter referam. Imus versuB de duobus prxliis decan* 
tatis. 3du8 8e Sua de Lotharingio, cuniculis subterra- 
neis saxis, ponto, hostibus, & Asi&. 4tus & 5tus de ca* 
tenis, subdibus, uncis, draconibus, tigribus, & crocodi- 
lis. 6us, 7us, 8US, 9us, de Gomorrh&, de Babylone, Ba- 
bele^ &c quodam domi suss peregriho. lOus, aliquidde 
quodam Pocockio. 11 us, 12us, de Syrii, Solymft. 13us, 
14u8,de Hose&, ^ qtercu, & de juvene quodam^ valde 
sene. 15us, 16us, de ^tn&, & quomodo ^tna Pocockio 
sit valde similis. ITus, 18us, de tub&, astro, umbra, 
flammis, rotis, Pocockio non neglecto. Caetera de 
t^hristianis, Ottomanis, Babyloniis, Arabibus, & gra- 
vissim& agrorum melancholia ; de • Caesare J*'laccmy* 
Nestore, & miserando juvenis cujusdam florentissimi 
fato, anno statis suae centesimo praematur^ abrepti. 
Quse omnia cum accurate cxpenderis, necesse st eut 

•Pro Flacco, ummo paulo attentiore, scnpsissem Marone. 
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oden hanc meam admirand^ plani yarietate constare £a- 
tearis Subit6 ad Batavos profichcor, lauro ab iiiiB do- 
nandus. Prius vero Pembrochienses voco ad cartamen 
Poeticum, Valc.^ 

Illustrissima tua deoscular crura. 

E, SMITH. 
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Of Mr. RICHARD DUKE I can find few memo- 
rials. He was bred at Westminster* and Cambridge ; 
and Jacob relates, that he was some time tutor to the 

Duke of Richmond. 

« 

He appears from his writings to have been not ill 
qualified fop poetical compositions ; and being consci- 
ous^of his powers, when he left the university, he en- 
listed himself among the wits. He was the familiar 
friend of Otway ; and was engaged^ among other popu- 
lar names, in the translations of Ovid and Juvenal. In 
his Reviewy though unfinbhed^ are some vigorous lines. 
His poems are not below mediocrity \ nor have I found 
much in them to be praised.f 

With^the wit he seems to have shared the dissolute- 
nesd of th^ times; for some of his compositions are 
such as he must have reviewed with detestation in his 

* He was admitted there in '1670 ; was elected to Trinity 
College^ Cambridge, in 1675 ; and took his master's degree in 
1683. N. 

f They make a part of a volume published by Tonson in 
8vo. 1717» containing'the poems of the Earl of Roscommon and 
the Duke of Buckingham's £saay on Poetry ; but were first 
published in Dryden's MiseeUaay, as were most, if not all of 
the poems in that collection. H. 
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latter days, when he published those Sermons which 
Felton has commended. 

Perhaps, like some other foolish young men, he ra- 
ther talked than lived vic^ousljr, in an age when he that 
would be thought a wit was afraid to say his prayers ; 
and, whatever might have been bad in the first part of 
his life, was suie ly condemned and reformed by his bet- 
ter judgment. 

In 1683. being then Master of Arts and Fellow of 
Trinity College, in Cambridge, he wrote a peom on 
the marriage of the Ladji ^Anne with George Prince of 
Denmark. 

He then took orders ;* and, being made prebendary 
of Gloucester, became a proctor in convocation for that 
church, and chaplain to queen Anne. 

In 1710, he was, presented by the Bishop of Win- 
cheSter to the wealthy living of Witney in Oxford- 
shire, which he enjoyed but a few months. On Febru- 
ary 10, 1710-11, having returned from an entertain- 
ment^ he was found dead the next morning. His death 
is mentioned m Swift's Journal. 

• He was presented to the rectory of Blaby in Leicester^ 
shire in 1687-8; and obtained a prebend at Gloiieester in 
1688. N. 
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William king was bom in Lomlon in 1665; 
the son of -Ezekiai King, a gentleman^- Henvas allied 
to the family of Clarendon* 

From Westminster-school, where he was a scholar 
on the foundation under the <:are of Dr.'Bu^y, he was 
at eighteen elected to Christ-church, in 1681 ; Wbere 
he is said to have prosecuted his studies with so much 
intenseness and activity^ that before he was eigln years 
standing he had read over, and made remarks upooi 
twenty -two thousand odd hundred books and manu- 
scripts.* The books were certainly not very long, the 
manuscripts not very difficult, nor the remarks very 
large ; for the calculator will find that he despatched 
seven a day for every day of his eight years : with a 
temnant that more than satisfies most other students. 
He took his degree in the most expensive manner, as 
a grand compounder ; whence it is inferred that he in- 
herited a considerable fortune. 

In 1688, the same year in which he was made mas- 
ter of arts, he published a confutation of Varillas's ac- 
count of Wickliffe ; and engaging in the study of the 

. • Thig appears by his ** Adveraana,'* priatett 4a his works 

«dit^ irr6. 3 v^ C, . ' 
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Civil law, became doctor in 1693, and was admitted ad- 
vocate at Doctors commons. 

He had already made some translations from the 
French) and written some humorous and satirical 
pieces ; when, in 1 694, Molesworth published his Ac- 
count qf Dcnmarky in which he treats the Danes and 
their monarch with great contempt ; and takes the op- 
portonity of insinuating those wild principles, by which 
he supposes liberty to be«establ]shed, and by which his 
adversaries suspect that all subordination and govern- 
ment b endangered. 

This book offended prince George ; and the Danish 
minister presented a memorial against it. The princi- 
ples of its author did not please Dr. King ; and there- 
fore he undertook to confute part, and laugh tft the 
rest. The controversy is now forgotten ; and books of 
this kind seldom live long, when interest and resent- 
ment have ceased. 

In 1697, he mingled in the controversy between 
Boyle and Bentley ; and was one of those who* tried what 
wit could perform in opposition to learning, on a ques- 
tion whichearninj only coul d decide. 

In i 699, was publbhed by him A Journey to Lon- 
don, after the method of Dr. Mardn Lister, who had 
published A Journey to Paris. And, in 1 700, he satiri« 
sed the Royal Society, at least sir Hans Sloane their 
president, in two dialogues, entitled 7%e Tranactioner. 

Though he was a regular advocate in the courts of 
civil and canon law, he did not love his profession, nor 
indeed any kind of business which interrupted his vo- 
luptuary dreams, or fore ed him to rou^ from that in- 
dulgence in which only he could find detiglit. His repu- 
tation as a civilian was yet maintained by his judg- 
ments in the courts of delegates, and raised very high 

by the address and knowledge which he discovered in 

2 
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1700, when be defended the earl of Anglesea agaiast 
his lady, afterwards duchess <yf BQckinghamBhire) who 
sued for a divorce, and obtained it. 

The expense of his pleasures and neglect of bunness 
had now lessened his revenues ; and he was willing to 
accept of a settlement in Ireland, where, about 1702 
he was made judge of the adniralty, commissioner of 
the prizes, keeper of the records in Bnrmingham'a 
tower, and vicar-general to Dr. Marsh, the primate. 

But it is vain to put wealth within the reach of him 
who will not stretch out his hand to take it. King soon 
found a friend, as idle Mid thoughtless as himself, in 
Upton, one of the judges, who had a pleasant house 
called Mountown, near Dublin, to which King frequent- 
ly retired ; delighting to neglect his interest, forget his 
cariss, and desert his duty. 

Here he wrote MtUly of Momntovm, a poem ; by 
which, thought fonciful readers in the pride of sagacity 
liave given it a political interpretation, was meant ori- 
ginally no more than it expressed, as it was dicuted 
only by the author's delight in the quiet of Mountovfn. 

In 1708, when lord Wharton was sent to govern Ire- 
land, King retCimed to London, with his poverty, his 
idleness and his wit, and published some essays, called 
Useful Trafisactiona. His Voyage to the Inland ^f Ca^ 
jamai is particularly commended. He then wrote The 
^rt qf love^ a poem remarkable, notwithstanding its 
title, for purity of sentiment ; and in 1709 imitated 
Horace in an jirt of Cookery ^ which he published^ with 
some letters to Dr. Lister. 

In 1 7 10, be appeared as a lover of the chttrch9 on the 
side of Sacheverell ; and was supposed to have concur* 
red at least in the projeclion qS. The Examiner, His 
€yes were open to all the operations of whiggism ; 
and he- bestowed /some strictures upon Dr. K^nnet's 



admhtoiy sermon at the funeral of the duke of DeTon- 
shire. 

The Hi^twry of the Heathen Gods^ a book composed 
for schools, was written by him in 17 10. The work is 
useful, but might have been produced without the 
powers of King. The next year, he published /7^niit, 
a historical essay; and a poem, intended to dispose 
the nation to think as he thought of the duke of Mari- 
brough and his adherents. 

In 1711, competence, if not plenty, was again put in- 
to his power. He was, without the trouble of atten- 
dance, or the mortification of a request, made gazetteer. 
Swift, Freind, Prior, and other men of the same party, 
brought him the key of the gazetteer's office. He was 
now again placed in a profitable employment, and again 
threw the benefit away. An act of insolvency made his 
business at that time particularly ti^oublesome ; and he 
would not wait till hurry should be at aq end, but impa- 
tiently resigned it, and returned to his wonted indigence 
and amusements. 

One of his amusements at Lambeth, where he re- 
sided, was to mortify Dr. Tenison, the archbishop, by a 
public festivity, on the surrender of Dunkirk to Hill ; 
an event with which Tenison*s political bigotry did not 
suflFer him to be delighted. King was resolved to coun- 
teract his suUenness, and at the expense of a few bar- 
rels of ale filled the neighbourhood with honest merri- 
ment. * 

In the autumn of 1712, his health declined ; he grew 
ireaker by degrees, and died on Christmas-day. 
Though his life had not been without irregularity, his 
principles were pure and orthodox, and his death was 
pious. 

After this relation, it will be naturally supposed that 
his^^lpems were rather the amusements of idleness than 
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efforts of Btodf; that he endeavoured rather to divert 
than astonish ; that his thoughts seldom aspired to sub- 
linaity ; and that if his verse was easy and his images 
familiar, he attained what he desired. His purpose is 
to be merry ; but, perhaps, to enjoy his mirth, it may 
be sometimes necessary to think well of his opinions.* 

*I>r. Johnson appears to hare made bat little use of the. 
fife of Dr. King, prefixed to bis « Works, in 3 vols." 1776, to 
which it may not be impertinent to refer the reader. His ta* 
lent for humour ought to be praised in the highest terms. In 
that at least he yielded to none of his contemporaries. C* 
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Thomas sprat was bom m 163«, at Tallatbh, 
in Devonshire, the son of a clergyman ; and having 
been educated as he tells t>f himsetf, not at West- 
minster or Eton, but a- little schoof by the chdrch-yard 
side, became a commoner of Wadham College in Ox- 
*ford in 1 651 ; and, being chosen scholar next year, pro- 
ceeded through the usual academical course ; and in 
1657) became master of arts. He obtained a fellowship 
and commenced poet. 

In 1659, his poem on the death of Oliver was pub- 
lished, with those of Dry den and Waller. In his dedi- 
cations to Dr. Wilkihs, he appears a very willing and 
liberal ecomiast, both of the living and the dead. He 
implores his patron's excuse of his verses, both as fall- 
ing " so infinitely below the full and sublime genius 
of that excellent poet who made this way of writing 
free of our nation,** and being '* so little equal and 
proportioned to the renown of a prince on whom they 
were written ; such great actions and lives deserving tO 
be the subject of the nobie»t pei)s and most divine fan- 
cies.'* He proceeds : " Having so long experienced 
your care and indulgence, and been formed, as it were, 
by your own hands, not to entitle you to any thing which 
roy meanness produces would be not only injusticei 
but sacrilege,*' 
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He (^*blished the same year, a poem on the fila^ue 
qf At/iena i 2k subject of which it is not easy to say 
what could recommend it. To these he added after- 
wards a poem on Mr. Cawley's death. 

After the restoration , he took orders, and by Cowley's , 
recornmendation was made chaplain to the duke of 
Buckingham, whom he is said to have helped in wri* 
ting fhe Rehearsal, He was likewise chaplain to the 
king* 

As he was the favourite of Wilkins, at whose house 
kegan those philosophical conferences and inquiries 
which in time produced the royal society, he was con- 
sequently engaged in the same studies, and became 
•ne of the fellows ; and when, after their incorporation, 
Bomethitig seemed necessary to reconcile the public to 
the new institution, he undertook to write its history, 
which he published 1667. This is one of the fei^ 
^oks which selection of sentiment and elegance of 
diction have been able to preserve, though written up- 
on a subject flux and transitory. The history of the 
royal society is now read, not with a wish to know what 
they were then doing, l>ut how their transactions are 
exhibited by Sprat. 

In the next year he published obeervationa on Sbr-' 
Her^a voyage into Englandy in a letter to Mr* Wren» 
This is a work ill performed ; but perhaps rewarded 
with at least its full proportion of praise. 

In 1688, he published Cowley's Latin poems, and 
prefixed in Latin the life of the author ; which he af- 
terwards amplified, and placed before Cowley's En- 
glish works, which were by will committed to his care. 

Ecclesiastical benifices now fell fast upon him. In 
1668, he became a prebendary of Westminster, and 
had afterwards the church of St. Margaret, adjoining 
to the abbey. He was, in 1680, mide canon of Wind- 
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sor; in 1683, dean of Westminster; and in 1684, bish- 
op oC Rochester. 

The court having thus a claim to his diligence and 
gratitude, he was required to write the history of thft 
rye-house plot ; and in 1685> published a true account 
and declaration of the horrid conspiracy against the Ian 
king, hit fireaent majesty and the present govemmeut ; 
a performance which he thought convenient, after the 
revolutiof^to extenuate and excuse. 

The same yeaX) being clerk of the closet to the king 
he was made dean of the chapel-royal ; and the year 
afterwards, received the last proof of his master's con^ 
fidence, by being appointed one of the commissioners 
for ecclesiastical affairs. On the critical day when the 
declaration distinguishes the true sons of the church 
of England, he stood, neuter, and permitted it to be 
read at Westminster y but pressed none to violate his 
concience ; and, when the bishop of Londt)n wsjis 
brought before them, gave his voice in his favour. 

Thus far he suffered interest or obedience to carry 
him ; but further he refused. to go. When he found 
that the powers of the ecclesiastical commission were 
to be exercised against those who had refused the de- 
claration, he wrote to the Jords, and other cohimission- 
ers a formal profession of his unwillingness to exercise 
that authority any longer, and withdrew himself from 
them. • After they hatl read his letter, they adjourned 
for six months, and scarcely ev-er met afterwards. 

When king James was frighted away, and a new 
government was to be settled, Sprat was one of those 
who considered, in a conference, the great question^ 
whether*the crown was vacant, and manfully spoke in 
Cavour of his old master. 

He comi^lied, however, with the new establishment 
and was left unmolested; but> in 1692, a strange attack 
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was made upon him by one Robert Young and Stephen 
Blackheadi both men convicted of infamous crimes, 
and bothy when the scheme waa laid, piisonersin New- 
gate. These men drew up an association} in which they 
whose names were subscibcd declared their resolu- 
tion to restore king James, to sieze ihe princess of 
Orange dead or alive, and to be ready, with thirty thou- 
sand men to meet king James, when he should land. 
To this they put the names of Sancroft, Spr^ Marlbo- 
rough, Salisbury, and others. The copy of Dr. Sprat's 
name was obtained by a. fictitious request, to which an 
answer in his own hand was desired. His hand was co- 
pied BO well, that he confessed it might have deceived 
himself. Blackhead, who had carried the letter, being 
sent again with a plausible message, was very curious 
to see the house, and particularly importunate to be 
let into the study ; where, as is supposed, he designed 
to leave the association. This, however, was denied 
him ; and he dropped it in a flower-pot in the parlour. 

Young now laid an information before the privy- 
council; and May 7, 1692, the bishop was arrested, and 
kept at a messenger's under a strict guard eleven days. 
His house was searched, and directions were given 
that the flower-pots should be inspected. The messen- 
gers, however, mbsed the room in which the paper 
was left. Blackhead went therefore a third time ; and 
finding his paper where he had left it, brought it away. 

The bishop, having been enlarged, was, on June the 
1 0th and 13th, examined again before the privy coun- 
cil and confronted with his accusers. Young per- 
sisted, with the most obdurate impudence, against the 
strongest evidence ; but the resolution of Blackhead by 
degrees gave way. * There remained at last no doubt of 
the bishop's innocence, who, with great prudence and 
diligence, traced the progress and detected Ihc charac- 
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ters of the two informerS) and published aa account of 
his own examination and deliverance ; which made 
such an impression upon him, that he commemorated 
it through life by a yearly day of thanksgiving;. 

With what hope, or what interest, the villains had 
contrived an accusation which they must know them- 
selves utterly unable to prove, was never discovered. 

After this, he passed his days in the quiet exercise 
of his function. When*the cause of SachevercU put the 
public in commotion, he honestly appeared among the 
friends of the church. He lived to his seventy-ninth 
year, and died May 20, 1713. 

Burnet is not very, favourable to his memory ; but he 
and Burnet were old rivals. On some public occasion 
they both preached before the hou^e of comihons. 
There prevailed in those days an indecent custom; 
when the preacher touched any favourite topic in a 
manner that delighted his audience, their approbation 
was expressed by a loud kum^ continued in proportion 
to their zeal or pleasure. When Burnet preached, part 
of his congregation hummed so loudly and so long, that 
he sat down to enjoy it, and rubbed his face with his 
handkerchief. When Sprat preached, he likewise was 
honoured with the like animating hum ; but he stretched 
out his hand to the congregation, and cried, << peace 
peace, I pray you peace." 

This I was' told in my youth b^ my father, an old 
man, who had been no careless observer of the pass- 
ages of those times. 

Burnet's sermon, says Salmon, was remarkable for 
sedition, and Sprat's for loyalty. Burnet had the thanks 
of the house ; Sprat had no thanks, but a good living 
from the king, which, he said, was of as much value as 
the thanks of the commons. 
Vol. II. D 
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The works of Sprat, besides his few poems, are. 
The History of the Royal Society, The Life of Cowley, 
The Answer to Sorbiere, The History of the Rye-hoase 
Plot, The Relation of )iis own Examination, and a vo- 
lume of Sermons. I have heard it observed, with great 
justness, that every book is of a different kind, and that 
each has its distinct and characteristical excellence. 

My business is only with his poems. He considered 
Cowley as a model ; and supposed that, as he was imi* 
tated, perfection was approached. Nothing, therefore 
but Pindaric liberty was to be expected. There is in 
his few productions no want of such conceits as he 
thought excellent ; and of those our judgment may be 
settled by the first that appears in his praise of Crom- 
well, where he says, that Cromwell's ^ fame, like many 
will grow white as it grows old/' 
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jL he life of the earl of Halifax was properly that 
of an artful and active statesman, employed in balancing 
parties, contriving expedients, and combating opposi- 
tion, and exposed to the vicissitudes of advancement 
and degradation ; but in this collection, poetical' merit 
is the claim to attention: and the account which is 
here to be expected may properly be proportioned hot 
to his influence in the state, but to his rank among the 
writers of verse. 

Charles Montague was bom April Id, 1661, at Hor- 
ton, in Northamptonshire, the son of Mr. George Mon- 
tague, a younger son of the earl of Manchester. He 
was educated first in the country, and then removed to 
Westminster, where, in 1677, he was chosen a king's 
scholar, and recommended himself to Busby by his 
felicity in extemporary epigrams. He contracted a very 
intimate frendship with Mr. Stepney ; and, in 1682, 
when Stepney was elected at Cambridge, the election 
of Montague being not to proceed till the year follow- 
ing, he was afraid lest by being placed at Oxford he 
might be separated from his companion, and therefore 
solicited to be removed to Cambridge, without waiting 
for the advantages of another year. 

It seems indeed time to wish for a removal ; for he 
wafS already a school-boy of one and twenty. 
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His relation, Dr. Montague, wa3 then master of the 
College in which he was placed a fellow-commoner, 
and took, him under his particular care. Here he com- 
menced an acquaintance with the great Newton, which 

continued through his life, and was at last attested by 
a legacy. 

In 1685, his verses on the death of king Charles 
made such an impression on the earl of Dorset, that 
he was invited lo town, and introduc ed by that univer- 
sal patron lo the otTier wits. In 1 6fir7, he joined with 
Prior in The City Mouse and the Country Mouscj a 
burlesque of Dryden's Hind and Panther, He signed 
the invitation to the Pfince of Orange, and sat in the 
convention. He about the same time married the 
countess dowager of Manchester, and intended to have 
taken orders ; but jjfierwards altering his purpose, he 
purchased for 1500/. the place of one of the clerjks of 
the cotincil* 

After he had writton his epistle on the victory of the 
Boyne, his patron Dorset introduced him to king Wil- 
liam, with this expression : «' Sir, I have brought a 
Mouae to wait on your majesty.** To which the king is 
said to have replied, " you do well to put me in the 
M'ay of making a Man of him ;•' and ordered him ^ 
pension of five hundred pounds. This story, however 
current, seems to have been made after the event. The 
king's answer implies a greater acquaintance with our 
proverbial and familiar diction than king William could 
possibly have attained. 

In 1691, being member of the house of commonsi he 
argued warmly in favour of a law to grant the assistance 
of counsel in trials ^or high treason ; and in the midst 
of his speech falling into some confusion, was for a 
tt^hile silent ; but, recovering himself, observed ** how 
reasonable it was to allow counsel to men called as 
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criminals before a court of justice^ when it appeared 
kow much the presence of that assembly could discon- 
cert one of their own body.*'* 

After this he rose fast into honours and employments^ 
being made one of the commissioners of the treasury, 
and called to the privy-council. In 1694, he became . 
chancellor of the exchequer ; and the next year engaged 
in the great attempt of the re-coinage, which was in 
two years happily completed. In 1 696, he projected the 
general fund y and raised the credit of the exchequer ; 
and, after inquiry concerning a grant of Trish crown- 
lands, it wais determined by a vote of the commons, 
that Charles Montague, esquire, had deserved Mm ma*' 
jeety* 8 favour. In 1698, being advanced to the first 
commission of the treasury, he was appointed one of 
the regency in the king's absence ; the next year he 
was made auditor of the exchequer, and the year after 
created baron Halifax. He was, however, impeached 
by the commons ; but the articles were dismissed by 
the lords. 

At the accession of queen Anne he was dismissed' 
from the council : and in the first parliament of her ' 
reign was again attacked by the commons, and again * 
escaped by the protection of the lords. In 1 704 he 

* Mr. Reed observes that this anecdote is related by Afr. 
Walpole, in bis Catalogue of Royal and Noble Authors* of the 
Earl of Shaftesbury, author of the Characteristics, but it ap- 
pears to me to be a mistake, if we are to understand that the^ 
words were spoken by Shaftesbury at this time, when he had 
no seat in the house of commons; nor did the bill pass at this 
time, being thrown out by the house of lords. It became a 
law in the Tth William, when Halifax and Shaftesbury both 
had seats. The editors of the Biographia Uritannica adopt 
Mr. Walpole*s story, but they are not speaking of this period. 
The story first appeared in the Life of Lord Halifax, published 
in 1715. C. 

j> 2 
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wrote an answer to Bromsley's speech against occasion* 
al conformity. Ke headed the inquiry into the danger 
of the church. In 1706, he proposed and negotiated 
the union with Scotland ; and when the elector of Han- 
over had received the garter, after the act had passed 
for securing the protestant succession, he was appoint- 
ed to carry the ensigns of the order to the electoral 
court He sat as one of the judges of Sacheverell ; but 
voted for a mild, sentence. Being now no longer in fa- 
vour^ he contrived to obtain a writ for summoning the 
electoral prince to parliament as duke of Cambridge. 

At the queen's death he was appointed one of the 
regents ; and at the accession of George the first was 
made earl of Halifax, knight of the garter, and first 
commissionerof the treasury, with a grant to his ne- 
phew of the reversion of the auditorship of the ex- 
chequer* More was not to be had, and this he kept but 
a little while ; for, on the 19th of May, 1715, he died 
of an inflammation of his lungs. 

Of him who from a poet became a patron of poets, 
it will be readily believed that the works would not mbs 
t>f celebration. \ Addison began to praise him early, and 
was followed or. accompanied by other poets ; perhaps 
by almost all, except Swift and Pope, who forbore to 
flatter him in his life, and after his death spoke of him, 
Swift with slight censure, and Pope in the character of 
Bufo with acrimonious contempt. 

He was, as Pope says, "fed with dedications /* for 
Tickell affirms that no dedication was unrewarded* To 
charge all unmerited prabe with the guilt of flattery, 
and tor' suppose that the encomiast always knows and 
feels the falsehoods of his assertions, is surely to dis- 
cover great ignorance of human nature and human life. 
In determinations depending not on rules, but on ex- 
jperience and comparison^ judgment is always in ^onfte 
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degree subject to ftflTection. Very near to admiration is 
the wish to admire. 

Every man willingly gives value to the praise which 
he receives} and considers the sentence passed in his 
&vour as the sentence of (Uscemment. We admire in 
a friend that understanding which selected us for confi- 
dence ; we admire more, in a patron, that, judgment 
which, instead of scattering bounty indiscriminately, 
directed it to us ; and, if the patron be an author, those 
performances which gratitude forbids us to blame, af- 
fection will easily dispose us to exalt. 

To these prejudices, hardly culpable, interest adds a 
power always operatbg, though not always, because 
not willingly, perceived. The modesty of pvaise wears 
gradually away; and perhaps the pride of patronage 
may be in time so increased, that modest praise will no 
longer please. 

Many a blanishment was practised upon JETalifaXy 
irhich he would never have known, had he no other at- 
tractions than those of his poetry, of which a short time 
has withered the beauties. It would now be esteemed 
no honour, by a contributor to the monthly bundles of 
verses, to be told, that, in strains either familiatjor so- 
lemn, he sbgs tike Montague. 
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The life of Dr. PARNELL is a task whicli I 
should very willingly decline, since, it has been lately 
written by Goldsmith a man of such variety of pow- 
ers, and such felicity of performance, that he always 
seemed to do best that which he was doing ; a man 
who had the art of being minute "without tediousness, 
and general without confusion ; whose language was 
copious without exuberance,, exact without constraint) 
and easy without weakness. 

What such an author has told, who would telj a- 
gain ? I have made an abstract from his larger nan*a- 
tive ; and have this gratification from my attempt, that - 
it gives me an opportunity of paying due tribute to the * 
memory of Goldsmith. 

Thomas Parnell was the «on of a commonwealths- 
man of the same name, who, at the restoration, left 
Congleton in Cheshire, where the family had been es- 
tablished Tor several centuries, and settling in Ireland, 
purchased an estate, which, with his lands in Cheshire 
descended to the poet, who was born in Dublin in 1 679 ; 
and, after the usual education at a grammar-school, 
was at the age of thirteen, admitted into the college, 
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wfaene in 1700, he became master of arts ; and was the 
same year ordained a deacon, though under the jcanom- 
eai age, by a dispenation from the bishop of Derry. 

About three years afterwards he was made a priest ; 
and in 1705 Dr. Ashe, the bishop of Clogher, conferred 
upon liim the archdeaconry of Clogher. About the 
same year'he married Mrs. Anne MinchiOy an amiable 
lady, by whom he had two sons, who died young, and a 
daughter who long survived him. 

At (he ejection of the whigs, in the end of queen 
Anne's reign, Parnell was persuaded to change his par- 
ty, not without much censure from those whom he for- 
sook, and was received by the new ministry as a valua- 
ble reinforcement. When the earl of Oxford was told 
that Dr. Parnell waited among the crowd in the outer 
room, he went, by the persuasion of Swift, with his 
treasurer's staff in his hand, to inquire for him, and to 
bid him welcome ; and as may be inferred from Pope's 
dedication, admitted him as a favourite companion to 
his convivbl hours, but, as it seems often to have hap- 
pened in those times to the &vourites of tlie great, 
without attention to his fortune, which, however, was in 
no great need of improvement. 

Parnell, who did not want ambition or vanity, was de- 
sirous to make himself conspicuous, and to shew how 
worthy he was of high preferment. As bethought him- 
self qualified to become a popular preacher, he dis- 
played his elocution with great success in the pulpits 
of London ; but the queen's death putting an end to 
his expectations, abated his diligence ; and Pope re- 
presents him as falling from that time into intemper- 
ance of wine. That in his latter life he was too much 
a lover of the bottle, is not denied ; but I have heard 
it imputed to a cause more likely to obtain forgiveness 
from nanlund, the untimely death of a darling son ; 
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or, as others tell, the loss of his wife, who died (1712) 
in the midst of his expectations. 

He was now to derive every future additicm to his 
preferments from his personal interest with his private 
friends, and he was not long unregarded. He was 
warmly #e£omm^nded by Swift to archbishop King, 
who gave him a prebend in 1T13; andinMay, IT! 6, 
presented him to the vicarage of Finglass in the diocese 
of Dublin, wprth four hundred pounds a year. Sixch 
notice from such a man inclines me to believe, that the 
vice of which he ha» been accused was not gross, or 
not notorious. 

But his prosperity did not last long. His end, what- 
ever was its cause, was now approaching. He enjoyed 
his preferment little more than a year; for in July, 
17 »7, in his thirty-eighth year, he died at Chester on 
his way to Ireland. 

He seetns to have been one of those poets who take 
delight in writing. He contributed to the papers cff 
that time, and probably published more than he owned. 
lie left many compositions behind him, of which Pope 
selected those which he thought best, and dedicated 
them to the earl of Oxford. Of these Goldsmith has 
given an opinion, and his criticism it is seldom safe to 
contradict. ' He bestows just praise upon The Rise of 
Womany the Fairy tale^ and The Pervigilium Veneria ; 
but has very properly remarked, that iji The Battle of 
Mice and Frogs, the Greek names have not in English 
their original effect. 

He tells us, that The Book-Worm is horrovrtd from 
Beza ; but he should have added with nuMJem applica- 
tions: and, when he discovers that Gay Bacchus is 
translated from Augurellua, he ought to have remarked 
that the latter part is purely Pamelas. Another poem 
Jffien spring comes on^ is| he saysj taken from the 
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French. I would add, that the description of BarrennesB^ 
in his verses to Pope, was borrowed from Secundus j 
but lately searching ibr the passage, which I had for« 
merly read, I could not find h. The 'Mght-ftiece on 
Death is indirectly preferred by Goldsmith to Grajr's 
Church' Yard ; but in my opinion, Gray has the advan* 
tage of dignity, variety, and or^nality of sentiment. 
He observes, that the story of ihe* Hermit is in More*9 
Dialogues and HowelPa L,etter9y and supposes it to 
have been originally Arabian, 

Goldsmith has not taken any notice of the Elegy to 
the old Beauty^ which is perhaps the meanest ; nor of 
the Allegory on Man^ the happiest of Pamelas per- 
formances ; the hint of the Hymn to Contentment I sust 
pect to have been borrowed from Cleiveland. 

The general character of Pamell is not great extent 
of comprehension, or fertility of mind. Of the little that 
appears still less is his own. His praise must be de- 
rived from the easy sweetness of his diction : in his 
verses there is more happiness than pains ; he is 
sprightly without effort, and always delights, though he 
never ravishes ; every thing is proper, yet every thing, 
seems casual. If there is some appearance of elabora- 
tion in the Hermit^ the narrative, as it is less* airy, is 
less pleasing. Of his other compositions it is impossi- 
ble to say whether they are the productions of nature, 
so excellent as not to want the help of art, or of art so 
refined as to resemble nature. 

This* criticism relates only to the pieces published 
by Pope. Of the large appendages which I find in the 
last edition, I can only say, that I know not whence they 
«ame, nor have ever inquired whither they ate going. 
They stand upon the faith of the compilers. 

• Dr. Warton asks, " less than what V B. 
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Samuel garth was of a good family in York- 
fihirC) and from some school in his own country be- 
came a student at Peter-house in Cambridge, where he 
resided till he became doctor of physic on July the 7thj 
1691. He was examined before the college at London 
OD March the ISth, 1691-2, and admitted fellow June 
'!26th, 1693. He was soon so much distinguished by his 
conversation and accomplishments, as to obtain very 
extensive practice ; and, if a pamphlet of those times 
may be credited, had the favour atid confidence of one 
party, as RadclifTe had of the other. 

He is always mentioned as a man of benevolence ; 
atid it is just to suppose that his desire of helpiRg the 
Jhelpless disposed him to i&o much zeal for the dispen- 
Bary ; an undertaking of which some account, however 
short, is proper to be given. 

Whether what Temple says be true, that physicians 
have had more learning than the other faculties, I will 
not stay to inquire; but, I believe, every man has 
found in physicians great liberality and dignity of sen- 
timent, very prompt effusion of beneficence, and wil- 
lingness to exert a lucrative art where there is no hope 
of lucre. Agreeably to this character, the college of 
physicians, in July, i 687, published an edict, requiring 
all the fellows, candidates, and the licentiates, to give gra- 
tuitious advice to the neighbouring poor. 
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This^dict was sent to the court of aldermen ; and, a 
question being made to to whom the appellation of the^ 
floor should be cxiended,^e college .answered, that it 
should be suil&cient to Imng a testimonial from the 
clergyman officiating in the parish where the patient 
resided. 

After a year's experience, the phystctass found 
their charvity frustrated by some malignant opposition, 
and made to a great degree vain by the high price of 
pbysia; they therefore voted,' in August, .1688, that the 
laboratory of the college should be accommodated to 
the preparation of medicines, and another room pre- 
pared for their reception ; aitd that the contributors to 
the expense should manage the charity. 

It was ixQW expected, that the apothecaries would 
have undertaken the care of providing medicines ; but 
they took smother course. Thinking the whole design 
pernicious to their interest, they endeavoured to raise 
a /action against it in the college, and found some phy- 
sicians mean enough to solicit their patronage, by be- 
traying to them the counsels of the college. The 
greater part, however, enforced by a new edict, in 
1694, the former order of 1687, and sent it to the 
mayor and alderman, who appointed a committee to 
treat with the college, and settle the mode of administer- 
ing the charity. 

It was desired by the aldermen, that the testimonials 
of church wardens and overseers should be admitted ; 
and that all hired servants, and all apprentices to handi- 
craftsman, should be considered 2LSfioor, This likewise 
was granted by the college. 

It was then considered who should distribute the 

medicines, and who should settle their prices. The 

physicians procured some apothecaries to undertake 

the dispensation, and offered that the warden and com- 

VoL. II. E 
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pany of the apothecaries should adjust the price# This 
ofifer was rejected ; and the apothecaries who had en- 
gaged to assist the charity were cousidected as traitors 
to the company, threatened with the imposilionof trou- 
blesome officers, and deterred from the performance ^f 
thisir engagements. The apothecanes ventured upon 
public opposition, and presented a kind of remonstrance 
against th6 design to the committee of the*ci(y, which 
the phyracians condescended to confute ; and at^laac 
the traders seem to have prevailed among the ^ns of 
trade ; for the proposal of the cc^lege having been con- 
sidered, a. paper of approbation was drawif up, but post- 
poned and forgotten. 

The physicians still persisted ; and in 1696 a sul>- 
scription was raised by themselves, according tQ an 
agreement prefixed to the dispensary. The poor were, 
for a time supplied with medicines ; for how long a 
time, I know not. The medicinal charity, like others, 
began with ardour, but soon remitted, and at last died 

gradually away. 

About the time of the subscription begins the actibfi 
of The Disfienaary. The poem, as its subject was 
present and popular, co-operated with the passions and 
prejudices then prevalent, and with such auxiliaries 
to its intrinsic merit, was universally and liberally ap- 
plauded. It was on the side of charity against the in* 
trigues of interest, and of regular learning against 
licentious usurpation of medical authority, and was 
therefore naturally favoured by those who read and can 
judge of poetry. 

In 1697, Garth spoke that which is now called the 
Harveian Oration ; which the authors of the Biogra- 
phia mention with more praise than the passage quoted 
in their notes will fully justify. Garth, speaking of the 
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mnchiofs done' by quacks, ha* these expressions: 
<< Non tamen telia vulnerat ista agyrtaruiu cuilovies, 
sed tfaeriaca qulwiam magis peroiciosi, non pyrio, 'sed 
piilTere nescio quo exotico certat, non globults plum- 
beisy sed pilulis 8&que lethalibus interficit." This was 
certunly thought fine by the author, and is still admir- 
ed by his biographer. In October 1703, he became one 
of the censors of the college. 

Garth, being an active and aealous whig, was a mem- 
ber of the Kit-cat club, and, by consequence, familiarly 
known to all the great men of that denomination. In 
1710, when the government, fell into other hands, he 
writ to lord Godolphin, on his dismission, a short poem, 
which was criticised in the Examiner^ and so success- 
fully either defended or excused by Mr. Addison, that, 
for the sake of the vindication, it ought to be [H*eserved. 
. At the accession of the i>resent family bis merits 
were acknowledged and rewarded. He was knighted 
with the sword of his hero, Marlborough ; and was 
made physician in ordinary to the king, and physician- 
general to the army. 

He th^n undertook an edition of Ovid^s metamor- 
phoses, translated by several hands, which he recom- 
mended by a preface, written with more ostentation 
than ability ; his notions are half-formed, and his mate*, 
rials immethodically confused^ This was his last work. 
He died Jan. 18, 1717— Id, and was buried at Harrow- 
on-the-HilL 

His personal character seems to have ?een social 
and liberal. He communicated himself through a very 
' wide extent of acquaintance ; and though firm in a 
party, at a time when firmness included virulence, yet 
he imparted his kindness to those who were not sup- 
posed to favour his principles. He was an early encou- 
rager of Pope, ^nd was at once the friend of Addison 
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s»id of Granville. He is accuse4 of volaptiipiianess and 
irreligion ; and Pope, who says, f< that if ever there wa4 
a good Christian, without knowing himself to be 30| it 
was Dr. Garth,*' seems not able io deny what he, is an« 
^ry to hear, and loth to confess. 

Pope afterwards declared himself convinced, that 
Garth died in the communion of the ctiurch of RomC| 
having been privately reconciled. It is observed by 
Lowth, that there is less distance than |s thought be- 
tween scepticism and popery : and that a mind, wearied 
with perpetual doubt, willingly seeks repose in the bqr 
som of an infallible church. 

His poetry has been praised at, least equally to its^ 
merit. In The disfien^ary there is a strain of smooth 
and free versification ; but few lines are eminently ele- 
gant. No passages fall below mediocrity, and few rise 
much above it. The plan seems formed without ji^st 
proportion to the subject ; the means and end have no 
necessary connexion. JKesjiel in his preface to Pofie*^ 
Essay, remarks, thai Garth exhibits no discriminati^ 
of characters ; and that what any one says might, wiih 
equal propriety, have been said by another. The getieral 
design is, perhaps, open to criticism ; but the compo- 
sition can seldom be charged with inaccuracy or ne- 
gligence. The author never slumbers in self-indul- 
gence ; his full vigour is always exerted ; scarcely a 
line is left unfinished j nor is it easy to find an expres- 
sion used by constraint, or a thought imperfectly ex- 
pressed, ^t was remarked by Pope, that The Diafien" 
sary had been corrected in every edition, and' that every 
change was an improvement. It appears, however, to 
want something of poevical ardour, and something of 
general delectation ; and therefore, since it has been no 
longer supported by accidental and intrinsic popularityi 
it has been scarcely able to support itself. 
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Nicholas ROWE was bom at Little Bcckfora, 
in Bedfordshire, in 1 67*3. His family had long possessed 
a considerable estate, with a good house, at Lamber- 
toun in Devonshire.* His ancestor from whom he 
descended in a direct line reiSveivcd the arms borne by 
his descendants for his bravery in the holy war. His 
&ther, John Rowe, who was the first that quitted his 
paternal acres to practise any part of^ profit, professed 
the law, and publish^ed 9enlow's and Dallisoi^'s Re- 
ports in the reig^ of James the second, when in oppo* 
sitioii to the notions, then diligently propagatecl) of dis- 
pensing power, he ventured to remark how low his 
authors rated the prerogative. He was made a Ser- 
jeant, and died April 30, 1693; He was buried in the 
Temple church. 

Nicholas was fii^t sent to a private school at High- 
gate; and, being afterward^ removed to Westminster, 
was at twelve yearsf chosen one of the king's sdholars^' 
His tnaster was Busby, who suffered none of his schol- 
ars to let their powers lie useless ; and his exercises in^ 
«everal languages are said to have been written with 
uncommon degrees of excellence, and yet to hav^ cost 
Mm very little labour. 

• In the Villare, Lamerton, Orig, Edit, 
t H^ was not elected till 1688. N. 
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At sixteen he had, in his father's opinion, made ad- 
vances in learning sufficient to qualify him for the 
study of law, and was entered a student of the middle 
temple, where for some time he read statutes and re- 
ports with proficiency proportionate to the force of his 
mind, which . was already such that he endeavoured to 
comprehend law, not is a series of precedents, or col- 
lection of positive precepts, but ^s a system 'of ration- 
al goverment, and impartial justice. 

When he was nineteen, he was, by the- death of his 
father^ left more to his own direction, and probably 
from that time suffered law gradually to g^ve way to 
poetry. At twenty-five he produced The Ambit%ou% 
Sttfi'tnother^ which was received with so much favour 
that he devoted himself from that time wholly to ele- 
gant literature. 

His next tradegy (1702) was Tamerkme^ in whicli} 
under the name of Tamerlane, he intended to charac- 
terize king William, and Lewis the- fourteenth* under 
Bajazet. The virtues of Tamerlane seem to have 
been arbitrary assigned him by his poet, for I )inow 
not the history gives any other qualities that those 
which make a conqueror. The fashion, however, of the 
time was, to accumulate uDon Lewis all that can raise 
horror and detestation; and whatever good was with- 
hcild from him, that it might not be thrown away, was 
bestowed upon king Wiljiam. . 

This was the tradegy which Rowe valued most, and 
that -which probably, by the help of political auxiliaries, 
excited most applause ; but occasional poetry must of- 
ten content itself with occasional praise. Tamerlane has 
for a long time been acted only once a year, on the night 
when king William landed. Our quarrel with Lewis 
Ijas been long over; and it now gratifies neither z^Bftl 



nor malice to see him painted with aggravated fealures, 
like a Saracen upon a sign. 

The Fair Penitent j his next production (1703,) is 
one of most pleasing tragedies on the stage, where 
it still keeps its turn of appearing, and probably will 
long keep them, for there is scarcely any work of any 
poet at once- so interesting by the fable, and so delight* 
ful by the language. The story is domestic, and there- 
fore easily received by the imagination, and assimilated 
to common life ; the diction is exquisitely harmonious, 
and soft or sprightly as occasion requires. 

The character of Lothario seems to have been expan- 
ded by Richardson into Lovelace ; but he has excelled 
his original in the moral effect of the Bction. Lothario^ 
with gaiety which cannot be hated, and bravery which* 
cannot be despised, retains too much of the spectator's 
kindness. It was in the power of Richardson alone to 
teach us at once esteem and detestation, to make virtu- 
ous rcsentnvent overpower all the benevolence which 
wit, elegance, and courage, naturally excite ; and to 
lose at last the hero in Jthe villian. 

The fifth act is not equal to the former, the events of 
the drama are exhausted, and little remains but to talk 
of what is past. It has been observed, that the title of 
the play does, not sufficiently correspond with the be- 
haviour of Calista, who at last shews no evident signs 
of repentance, but may be reasonably suspected of 
feeling pain from detection rather than from guilt, and 
expresses more shame than sorrow, and more rage 

than shame. 

His next (1706) was Ulysa^a } which, with the com-. 

mon fate of mythological stories, is now generally 

neglected. We have been too early acquainted with 

the poetical heroes, to expect any pleasure from their 

fpvival ; to shew them, as they have already been shewn, 
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is to4isgu8t by repetition ; to give them new qualities 
or new adventurers, is to offend by violating received 
notions^ 

The Royal Corvutrt (1708) secmS to have a bettei* 
claim to longevity. The fable is drawn from an ob- 
scure and barbarous age, to which fictions xire more 
easily and properly adapted; for when objects are 
imperfectly seen, they easily take forms fi*om imagina- 
tion. The scene lies among our ancestors in our own 
country, and therefore very easily catches attention. 
Rodogune is a personagie truly tragical, of high spirit, 
and violent passions, great with tempestuous dignity, 
and wicked with a soul that would have been heroic 
if it had been virtuous. The motto seems to tell, that 
this play was not successful. 

Rbwe does not always remember what his characters 
require. In Tamerlane there is some ridiculous mention 
of the god of love ; and Rodogune a savage Saxon talks 
of Venus, and the eagle that bears the thunder of Ju- 
piter. . . 

The play discovers its own date, by a prediction of 
the CTnion, in imitation of Cranmer's prophetic prom- 
ises to Henry the eighth. The anticipated blessings of 
union are not very naturally introduced, nor very hap- 
pily expressed. 

He once (1706) tried to change his hand. He ven- 
tured on a comedy, and produced I'he Biters with 
which, though it was unfavourably treated by the au- 
dience, he was himself delighted ; for he is said to 
have sat in the house laughing with, great vehemence, 
whenever he had, in bis own opinion, produced a jest. 
But, finding that he and the public had ho sympathy of 
mirth, ho tried at lighter scenes no more. 

After the royal convert (1717) appeared Jane SAore^ 
written, as its author professes, in imitation of ShaJt* 
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i/ieare's style. In what he thought himself an imitator 
of Shakspeare, it is not easy to conceive. The num- 
bers, the dictions, the sentiments, and the conduct, every 
thing in which imitation can consist, are remote in the 
utmost degree from -the manner of Shakspeare, whose 
dramas it resembles only as it is an English story, and 
as some of the persons hav^ their names in history. 
This play, consisting chiefly of domestic scenes and 
private distress, lays hold upon the heart. The wife is 
forgiven because she repents, and the husband is hon« 
oured because he forgives. This, therefore, is one of 
those pieces which we still welcome on the stage. 

His last tragedy (1715) was Lady Jane Gray. This 
subject had been chosen by Mr. Smith, whose papers 
were put into Rowe's hands such as he describes them 
in his preface. This play has likewise sunk into oblivi- 
on. From this lime he gave nothing more to the stage. 

Being by a competent fortune exempted from any 
necessity of combating his inclination, he never wrote 
in distress, and therefore dues not appear to have ever 
written in haste. His works were finished to his own 
^jgprobation, and bear few marks of negligence or 
hurry. It is renuirkable, that his prologues and epi- 
logues are all his own, though he sometimes supplied 
others ; he afforded help, but did not solicit it. 

As his studies necessarily made him acquainted with 
Shakspeare, and acquaintance produced veneration, 
he undertook (IT09) an edition of his works, from which 
he neither received much \)raise, nor seems to have 
expected it ; yet^, I believe, those who compare it with 
former copies will find that he has done more than he 
promised ; and that, without the pomp of notes or boasts 
of criticism, many passages are happily restored. He 
prefixed a life of the author, such as tradition, then al- 
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most expiring, could supply, and a preface;* which 
cannot be said to discover much profundity or pene- 
tration. He at least contributed to the popularity of his 
author. 

He was willing enough to improve his fortune by 
other arts than poetry. He was under-secretary for 
three years when the dukfe of Queensberry was secre- 
tary of state, and afterwards applied to the earl of Ox- 
ford for some public employment.! Oxford enjoined 
him to study Spanish; and when, some time afterwards, 
he came again, and said that he had mastered it, dis- 
missed him with this congratulation, " Then, sir I en- 
-vy yg>vL the pleasure of reading Don Quixote in the 
originaL" 

This story is. sufficiently attested; but why Oxford, 
who desired to be -thought a favourer of . litei-atui'e, 
should thus insult a man of acknowledged merit ; or 
how Rowe, who was so keen a wbig| that he did not 
wilfingly converse with men of the opposite party, 
could ask preferment from Oxford ; it is not now pos- 
sible to discover. Pope, who told the story, did not say 
on what occasion the advice was given ; and, though#e 
owned Rowe's disappointment, doubted whether any in- 
juiy was intended him, but thought it rather lord Ox- 
ford's odd way. 

It is likely that he lived on discontented through the 
rest of queen Anne's reign ; but the time came at last 
when he found kinder friends. At the accession of king 
George he was made poet-laureat ; I am afraid by the 
ejection of poor Nahum Tate, who (1716) died in the 
mint, where he was forced to seek shelter by extreme 
-poverty. He was made likewise one of the land-sur- 

• Mr. Rowe*s preface, however, is not distinct, as it mig^t 
^e jupposcd from tiis passage from the life* R, 

f Spence. 
+ Spence. 
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veyot^ of the custom, of the port of London. The 
prince of Wales chose him clerk of his council ; and 
the lord chancellor Parker, as soon as he received the 
seals, appointed him, unasked, secretary of the presen- 
tations. Such an accumulation of employments un- 
doubtedly produced a very considerable revenue. 

Having already translated some parts of Lucan'a 
Pharsalioj which had been published in the Miscella- 
nies) and doubtless received many praises, he under- 
took a version of tiie whole wc^k, which he lived to 
finish, but not to publish. It seems to have been print- 
ed under the care of Dr. Welwood, who prefixed the 
author's life, in which is contained the following char- 
acter : 

^ As to his person, it was graceful and well made ; 
his face regular, and of a manly beauty. As his soul 
was well lodged, so its rational and animal faculties ex- 
celled in a high degree. He had a quiet and fruitful 
invention, a deep penetmtion, and a large compass of 
thought, with singular dexterity and easiness in making 
his thoughts to be understood. He was master of most 
parts of polite learning, especially the classical authors 
both Gre^ and Latin ; understood the French, Italian, 
and Spanish languages; and spoke the first fluently, 
and the other two tolerably well. 

^ He had likewise read most of the Greek and Ro- 
man histories in their original languages, and most that 
are wrote in English, French, Italian, and Spanish. He 
bad a good taste in philosophy ; and having a firm im- 
pression of religion upon his mind, he took great de- 
light in divinity and ecclesiastical history, in Iwth which 
he made great advances in the timea he retired into the 
country, which was frequent. He expressed, on all oc- 
casions, his full persuasion, of- the truth of revealed re- 
ligion i and being a sincere member of the estabUahe4 
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church himself, he pitied, but condemed not, those that 
dissented from it. He abhorred the principles of per- 
secuting men upon the account of their opinions^ in re- 
ligion ; and being strict in his own, he took it not upon 
him to censure those of another persuasion. His con* 
versation was pleasant, witty, and learned, without the 
least tincture of affectalion or" pedantry ; and his inimi- 
table manner of diverting and enlivening the company 
made it impossible for any one to be out of humour 
when he was in it. I?nvy and detraction seemed to be 
entirely foreign to his constitution ; and whatever pro- 
vocations he met with at any time, he passed them 
over without the least thought of resentment or revenge. 
As Homer had a Zoilus, so Mr. Rowe bad sometimes 
his ; for thefe were not wanting malevolent people, and 
pretenders to poetry too, that would now and then bark 
at his best performances but he was concious of his 
own genius, and had so much good^nature as to forgive 
them ; nor could he ever be tempted to return them an 
answer. * . 

" The love of learning and poetry made him not the 
less fit for business, and nobody applied himself clbser 
to it, when it required his attendance. The late duke of 
Queensberry, when he was secretary of state, made 
him his secretary for public affairs ; and when that truly 
great man came to know him well, he was never so 
pleased as when Mr. Rowe was in his company. After 
the duke's death, all avenues were stopped to his pre- 
ferment; and during the rest of that reign, he passed 
his time with the muses and his books, and sometimes 
the conversation of his friendsi. 

" When he had just got to be easy in his fortune, and 
ti^as in a fair way to make it better, death swept him 
away, and in him deprived the world of one of the best 
men, as well as one of the best geniusaes of the age* 
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He died like a Christian and a philosopher, in charity 
with nil mankind, and with an absolute resignation to 
the Will of God. He kept up his good-humour to the 
last ; and took leaVe of his wife and friends, immediately 
before his last agony, with the same tranquillity of 
mind, and the same indifference for life^ as though he 
had been upon taking but a short journey. He was 
twice married ; first to a daughter of Mr. Pai*sons, one 
of the auditors of the revenue ; and afterwards to a 
daughter of Mr. Devenish,of a good fiimiiy in Dorset- 
shire. By the first* he had a son ; and by the second a 
daughter, married afterwards to Mr. Fane, He died 
the sixth of December, 1718, in the forty-^ifih year of 
his age ; and was buried the nineteenth of the tame 
month in Westminster-abbey, in the aisle where many 
pf our English poets are interred, over against Chaucer, 
his body being attended by a select number of his 
friends, and the dean and choir officiating at the fune- 
ral." 

To this character, which is apparently given with 
the fondness of a friend, may be added the testimony of 
Pope^ who says, in a letter to Blount, '< Mr. Rowe ac- 
companied me, and passed a week in the forest. I need 
not tell you how much a man of his turn entertained me ; 
but I must acquaint you, there is a vivacity and gaiety 
of disponUon almost peculiar to him, which make it 
impossible to part from him without that uneasiness 
which generally succeeds all our pleasure.*,' 

Pope has left behind him another mention of his 
companion, . less advantageouSy which is thus reported . 
by Dr- Warburton. 

<( Rowe, in Mr. Pope's opinion, maintain^* a decent 

character, but had no heart. Mr, Addison was justly 

offended with some behaviour which arose iroip that 

^ant, and cfstranged himself frpmbim} which Row^ 

VoL' H. F 
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felt very severely. Mr* Pope, their common friend, 
knowing this, took an opportunity | at some juncture of 
Mr Addison's advancement, to tell him how poor 
Rowe was grieved at his displeasure, and what 8ftti»- 
fiiction he expressed at Mr. Addison's good fortune, 
which be expressed so naturally, that he (Mr. Pope) 
could not but think him sincere. Mr. Addison replied 
< I do not suspect that he feigned ; but the levity of his 
heart is such, that he is struck with any new adventure ; 
and it would affect him just in the same manner, if he 
heard I was going to be hanged,'— Mr. Pope said he 
could not deny but Mr. Addison understood Rowe 
well." 

This censure time has not left us the power of con- 
firming or refuting ; but observation daily shews, that 
much stress is not to be laid on hyperbolical accusa- 
tions, and pointed sentences, which even he that utters 
them desires to be applauded rather than credited. 
Addison can hardly be supposed to have meant all that 
he said. Few characters can bcAr the microscopic 
scrutiny of wit quickened by anger ; and perhaps the 
best advice to authors would be, that they should keep 
out of the way of one another. 

Rowe is chiefly to be considered as a tragic writer 
and a translator. In his attempt at comedy he failed so 
ignominiously, th^t his SUer is not inserted in his 
works ; and his occasional poems and short composi- 
tions are rarely worthy of either praise or censure; 
for they seem the casual sports of a mind seeking ra- 
ther to amuse its leisure than to exercise its powers. 

In the construction of his dramas, there is not much 
art ; he is not a nice observer of the unities. He ex- 
tends time and varies place as his convenience re- 
quires* To vary the place is not, in my opii^on, any vi^ 
^tion of naturs^ if the change be made betweei^ tht 
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acts ; for it is nolcbis easy for the «pectator to suppoais 
himself at Athens in the second act, than at Thebes in 
the first ; but to change the scene, as is !ilone by Row«| 
in the middle of an act, is tt> add more acts to the play, 
since an act is so much of the business as is transacted 
withoiit interruption. Rowe, by this licence, eauly ex* 
tricates himself from dlBicuUies $ as, in Jane Gray^ 
when we have been terrified with all the dreadful pomp 
of public execution, and are wqndering how the her^ 
ine or the poet will proceed, no sooner hat Jane pro- 
nounced soiiie prophetic rhymes, than-^pass and be 
gone— *the scene closes, and Pembroke and Gardener 
are turned out upon the stage. 

I know not that there can be found in hb plays any 
deep search into nature, any accurate discriminations of 
kindred qualities, or nke display of passbn in its pro- 
gress ; all is general and undefined. • Nor does he much 
interest or affect the auditor, except in Jane Shore yvrho 
is always seen and heard with pity. Mcia is a charac- 
ter of empty noise, with no resembiance to real sor- 
row or to natural madness. 

Whence, then, has Rowe his reputation ? From tho 
reasonableness and propriety of some of his scenes, 
from the elegance of his diction, and the suavity of his 
verse. He seldom moves either pity or terror, but he 
often elevates the sentiments ; he seldom pierces the 
breast, but he always delights the ear, aud often im- 
proves the qnderstandinp^. 

His translation of the Golden Verges ^ and of the firsjt 
book of Quillet* s Poem, have nothing in them remarka- 
ble. The Golden Versee arc tedious. 

The version of Lucan is one of the greatest produc- 
tions of English poetry; for ther« is perhaps none 
that so completely exhibits the genius and spirit of the 
original. Lucan is disjnguished by a kind of dictator 



^iH B0WE. 

1^1 or philosophic cUgnitf ,*rather|asQQiDtiIiah obsenrt)| 
declamatorjr than poetical ; full of ambitious morality 
and pointed sentences^ comprised in rigorous and ani- 
matedlines. This character Rowe has. very diligently and 
auccessfuUy pre^rve d. His versification, which is such 
as his contemporaries practbed, without any attempt at 
imiovation or improvement) seldom^ wants either melody 
or force. Hia author's sense is sometimes a little diluted 
Ify additional infusions, And sometimes weakened by too 
much expansion. But such faults are to.be expected 
In all translations, from the constraint of measures and 
dissimilitude of languages. The PharsoHa of Rowe 
deserves more notice than it obtains, and as it is more 
lead .it will be more esteemed.* 

* The life of Rowe* it a veiy remsrialile iastmce ^ the 
uncemiMm strength ef Br. Johnson's iiieflM»iy.- When I i^ 
eeived from him the M. S. he .complacently obsenred, *< that 
the criticism was tolerably well done, consideriDg that be 
had not seen Bowe's works for thirty yeaxs*** 9* 
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Joseph ADDISON wa^ born on the first of Ma/, 
1673, at Mihton, of whkh his father, Lanncelot Ad- 
disooy waa then rector, near Ambroaebury in Wiltahire^ 
and appearing weak and unlikely to tiVe, he was christ- 
ened the same day. After the usual domestic education^ 
which from the character of his father may be reason- 
ably supposed to have giyen him* strong impressions of 
piety, he was committed to the care- of Mr. Naiah at 
Ambrosebiiry, and afterwards of Mr. Taylor at Salis- 
bury. 

Not to name the school or the masters td men iUus» 
trious for literature is a kind of historical fraud, by 
which honest fan\^ b injuriously diminished : I would 
therefore trace him through the whole process of ins 
education. In* 1683, in the beginning of his twelfth 
year, his father, being made dean of Litchfield, natu- 
rally carried his family to his new residence, and I be« 
Here, placed him for some time, probably not long, un- 
der Mr. Shaw, then master of the school at Litchfield, 
father of the late Dr. Peter Shaw. Of this interval hi» 
biographers have given no a ccount, and Iknow it only 
from a story of a barrfng'-otUy told me when I was w 
boy, by Andrew Corbet of Shropshire, who had heard 
it from Mr. Pigot his uncle. 

p 2 
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The practice of barring-out was a savage liccDce, 
practised in many schools at the ei d of the last cen- 
tury) by which the boys, when the periodical vacation 
drew near, growing petulent at the approach of liberty, 
some days before the time of regular recess^ took pos- 
session of thfe school, of which they barred the doors, 
and bade their master defiance from the windows. It is 
« not easy to suppose that on such occasions the master 
wookl do more than laugh ; yet, if tradition may be 
I credited, he often struggled hard to force or surprise 

llie garrison. The master, when Pigot was a school* 
boy, was barred out at Litchfield ; and the whole opera- 
tion, as he said, was planned and conducted by Addison. 
To judge better of the probability of this story, I 
have inquired when l»e was sent to the Chartreux ; but, 
as he was not one of those who enjoyed the founder's 
l}ene£Eu:tion, there is no account preserved cf his ad- 
mission; At the school of the Chartreux, to which he 
F was removed either from that Of Salisbury or Litchfield, 

4 he pursued his juvenile studies under the care of Dr. 

Ellis, and contracted that intinoacy with sir Richard 
Steele, which their joint labours have so effectually rc» 
xorded. 

Ol this memorable friendship the greater praise must 
be given to Steele. It is not hard to love those from 
<whom nothing can be feared ; and Addison never con- 
«idered Steele as a rival, but Steele lived, as he con.- 
fesses, under a habitual subjection to the predominat- 
ing genius of Addison, whom he .always mentioned witli 
reverence, and treated with obsequiousness. 

Addison,* who knev his own dignity, could not al- 
ways forbear to shew it^ by playing a little upon his ad- 
mirer ;. but be was in no danger of retort; his jests 
were endured witho^t resistance or resentment* 

• Spence. 
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But the sneer of jocularity was not tlie worst. Steeley 
whose imprudence of generosity^ or vanity of profu* 
sion, kept him always inctirably necessitous, upon some 
pressing exigence} in an evil hour, borrowed a hun** 
dred pounds of his friend, probably without much pur« 
pose of repayment ; but Addison, who seems, to have 
had other notions of a hundred pounds, grew impatient 
of delay, and reclaimed his loan by an execution. 'Steele 
felt with great sensibility the obduracy of his -creditor, 
but with emotion»of sorrow ratlier than of ang^r.* 

In 1687 he was entered into queen's college in Ox«' 
ford, where, in 1 689, the accidental perusal of some 
Latin Verses, gained him the patronage of Dr. Lancas* 
tcr, afterwards provost of queen's college ; by whose 
recommendation he was elected into Magdalen college 
as a dci%y, a term by which that society denominates 
those which are elsewhere called scholars i young men 
who partake of the foutider^s benefaction, and succeed 
in their ord^r to vacant fbllowships.t 

Here he continued to cultivate poetry and criticism, 
and grew first eminent by his Latin compositions, 
which are indeed intitied to particular praise. He has 
not confined himself to the imitation of any ancient au- 
thor, but has formed his style from the general lan- 

* This faot was commilaicated to Johnson in my hearing by 
a person of .unquestionable veracity, but whose name I am 
not at liberty to mention. He had it, as he told us, from lady 
Primrose, to whom Steele related it with tears in his eyes. 
The late Dr. Stinton confirmed it to me, by saying, that he 
had heard it from Mr. Hooke, author of the Roman History ; 
and he, finom Mr. Pope. H. 

See Victor's leUers, vol. I. p. 323, tfus transaction some* 
what differently related. R. 

t He took the degree M. A. Feb. 14, 1693. 
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giiagie, such as a diligent perusal of the productions of 
diffeixnt ages happened to supply. 

Hia Latin compositions seem to have had much of 
his fondness, for he collected a second volume of the 
Musa Anglicana^ perhaps for a convenient receptacle, 
in which all his Latin pieces arc inserted, and where bis 
poem on the peace has the first place. He afterwards 
presented the collection to Boileau, who, from that 
time, << conceived,*' says Tickell, << an opinion of the 
English genius for^poetry/' Nothing is better known 
of Boileau, than that he had an injudiciqus and pee- 
viah contempt of modem Latin, and therefore hb pro* 
fession of regard was probably the effect of his* civility 
rather than approbation. 

Th^ee of his Latin poems are upon subjects oo 
which perhaps he would not have ventured \p have 
written* in his own language. The battle of the pigmies 
and craneB ; the barometer; and a bowting»green^ 
When the matter is low or scanty, a dead language, in 
which nothing is mean because nothing is fami* 
liar, affords great conveniences; and, by the aono* 
fous magnificence of Roman syllables, the writer con- 
ceals penury of thought, and want of novelty, often from 
the reader, and often from himself. 

In histwenty*second year he first shewed his power 
of English poetry by some verses addressed to Dry- 
den; and soon afterwards published a translation of 
the greater part of the fourth Georgic, upon bees ; af- 
ter which says Dryden, ^ mj latter swarm is hardly 
worth the having/* 

About the same time he composed the aigiimenta 
prefixed to the several hooka of Dryden's Virgil : and 
produced an essay on the Georgics, juvenile, superfi- 
cial, and uiunstructive, without much either of the ache- 
lar'a learning or the critic's panetrationk 
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His next paper of verses contained a character of 
the principle Eoglish poetSy inscribed to Henry Sache* 
yerell» who was then, if not a poet, a writer of verses ;* 
as is shewn bjr his version of a small part oi Virgil's 
Georgics, published in the miscellanies ; and a Lads 
encomium on queen Mary, in the Mu9ie Jngaeana^ 
These verses exhibit all the fondness of (Hendship ; 
but on one side or the other, friendship was afterwards 
loo weak for the malignity of faction. 

In this poem is a very confident and discriminate 
character of Spenser, whose* work he had then never 
read«t So little sometimes is criticism the effect of 
judgment. It is necessary to inform the reader, that 
about this time he was introduced by Congreve to 
Montague, then chancellor of the exchequer ; AddiscQ 
was then learning the trade of a courtier, and subjoin- 
ed Montague as a poetical name to those of Cowley 
and of Dryden. 

* A letter which I found among Dr. JohnsoB's papers, dated 
inJanuary, 1784^ from a lady in Wihshire, contains a diaco- 
vcfy of some importance in literaxy history, viz. that, by the 
initiala U. S. prefixed to the poem, ye are not to understand 
the fionoua D. Henry SachevereD, whose trial is the most re- 
markable incident in his life. The information thus communi- 
cated is, that the verses in question were not an address to the 
ftmotis Dr. Sacheverell, but to a very ingenious gentlemen of 
the same name, who died young, supposed to be a Manksman« 
for th^ he wrote the history of the Isle of Man.— That tliia 
person left lus papers to Mr. Addison, and had formed a plan 
of a tragedy upon the death of Socrates: — ^The lady says she 
had this information firom a Mr. Stephens, who was a fellow 
of McMon College, a contemporary and in^mate with Mr. Ad- 
(Uson in Oxford, who died, near fifty years ago, a piebendai)r 
of\innchester. tic 

t Spenoe.- 



74 Axan^w. 

By the Influence of Mr. Montague, concurring, ac* 
cording to Tickell) with his natural modesty, he was 
diverted from his original design of entering into holy 
oitiers. Montague alleged the corruption of men who 
engaged in civil employments witiiout liberal educa- 
tion ; and declared, that, though he was represented as 
an enemy to the church, he would never do it any in- 
jury but by withholding Addison from it. 

Soon after (in 1695) he wrote a poem to king Wil- 
liam, with a rhyming introduction addressed to ' lord 
Somers. King William had no regard to elegance ot 
literature i his study was only war ; yet by a choice of 
ministers ; whose disposition was very different from 
his own, he procured, without intention, a very liberal 
patronage to poetry. Addison was caressed both by 
Somers and Montague, 

In 1 697 appeared his Latin verses on the peace of 
Ryswick, which he dedicated to Montague, and which 
was afterwards called by Smith, <^ the best Latin poem 
since the ^iieid." Praise must not be too rigorous- 
ly examined ; but the perfofmance cannot be denied to 
be V igorous and elegant. 

Having yet no public employment, he obtained, (in 
1 699 a pension of three hundred pounds a year, that 
ITe might be enabled to travel. He staid a year at 
Blots,* probably to learn the French language; and 
then proceeded in his journey to Italy ; which he sur- 
veyed with the eyes of a poet. 

While he was travelling at leisure, he was far from 
being idle ; for he not only collected his observations 
on the country, but found time to virrite his Dialogues 
on Medals^ and four acts of Cato. Such at least is 
the relation of Tickell. Perhaps be only collected bis 
materials, and formed his plan. 

• Spence, 



Whatever were his- other employments in Italy, he 
there wrote the letter to lord Halifaxi which is jastlf 
considered as the most elegant, if not the most sub- 
lime, of his poetical productions. But in about two 
years he found it necessary to hasten home ; being, as 
Swift informs us, distressed by indigence, and com- 
pelled to become the tutor of a travelling squire, because 
his pension was not remitted. 

At his return he published his travels, with a de-r 
dication to lord Somers. As his stay in foreign coun- 
tries was short, his observations are such as might be , 
supplied by a hasty view, and consist chiefly in com- 
parisons of the present face of the country with the 
descriptions left us by the Roman poets, from whom 
he made preparatory collections ; though he m^ht have 
spared the trouble, had he known that such collections 
had been made twice before by Italian authors. 

The most amusing passage of his book is liis ac- 
count of the minute republic of San Marino ; of many 
parts it is not a very severe censure to' say, that they 
might have been written at home. PI is elegance of 
language, and variegation of prose and verse, however, 
gains upon the reader ; and the book, though awhile 
neglected ; became in time so much the favourite of the 
public, that before it was reprinted it rose to five times 
its price. 

When he returned to England (in 1 702) with a mean- 
ness of appearance which gave testimony of the difH- 
cullies to which he had been reduced, he found his old 
patrons out of power, and was therefore, for a time, at 
full leisure for the cultivation of his mind ; and a mind 
so cultivated gives reason to believe that little time was 

lost 

Bat he remained not long neglected or useless. The 
victory at Blenheim (1704) spread triumph and confi- 



76 ADDISON. 

dence over the nation ; and lord Godolphin, lamenting 
to lord Halifax, that it had not been celebrated in a 
manner.cqual to the subject, desired him to propose it 
to some better poet. Halifax told him, that there was 
no encouragement for genius ; that worthless men were 
unprofitably enriched with public money, without any 
care to find or employ those whose appearance might 
do honour to their country. To this Godolphin replied, 
that such abuses should in time be rectified ; and that, 
if a man could be found capable of the task then pro- 
posed, he shou Id not want an ample recompense. Hali* 
fax then named Addison, but required that the treasurer 
should apply to him in his own person. Godolphin 
sent the message by Mr. Boyle, afterwards lord Carle* 
ton; and Addison, having undertaken the work, com- 
municated it to the treasurer, while it was yet advanced 
no further than the simile of the Angel, and was im- 
mediately rewarded by succeeding Mr. Locke in the 
place of commUHoner o/afipeaU. 

In tiie following^yekr he was at Hanover with Icnrd 
Halifax ; and the year after he was made under-secri- 
tary of state, first to sir Charles Hedges, and in a few 
mont hs to the earl of Sunderland. 

About thia time the prevalent taste for Italian operas 
inclined liim to tty what would be the effect ^ a musi- 
cal drama in our own language. He therefore wrote 
the opera of Ro9amond, which, when exhibited on the 
stage, was either hissed or neglected ; but trusting that 
the readers would do him more justice, lie publiahed 
it, with an inscription to the Duchess of Marlborough ; 
a woman without skill or pretensions to skill, in poetry 
or literature. His dedication was therefore an instance 
of servile absurdity, to be exceeded only by Joshua 
Barnes's dedication of a Greek Anacrcon, to the Duke. 
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His reputation had been somewhat advanced by The 
Tender Husband^ a comedy which Steele dedicated to 
him, with a confession that he owed to him several of 
the most successful scenes. To this play Addison sup- 
plied a prologue. ' 

When the raarqais of Wharton was appointed lord 
lieutenant of Ireland, Addison attended him as his 
secetary, and w%s marde keeper of the records in Bir- 
mingham's tower, with a salary of three hundred 
pounds a year. The office was little more that nomi- 
nal, and the salary was augmented for his accommoda- 
tion. 

Interest arid faction allow little to the ' operation of 
particular dispositions or private opinions. Two men 
of personal characters more opposite than those of 
Wharton and Addison could not easily be brought to- 
gether. Wharton was impious, profligate, and shame- 
less, without regard, or appearance of regard, to right 
and wrong :* whatever is contrary to this may be said 
of Addison ; but as agents of a party ihey were con- 
nected, and how they 'adjusted their other sentiments 
we cannot know. 

Addison must however not be too hastily condemned. 

It is not necessary to refuse benefits from a bad man, 

when the acceptance implies no approbation of his 

crimes ; nor has the subordinate officer any obligation 

to examine the opinions or conduct of those under 

whom he acts, except that he may not be made the 

instrument ^f wickedness. It is reasonable to suppose 

that Addison counteracted, as far as he was able, the 

malignant and blasting influence of the lieutenant ; and 

« 
* Ita*. Johnson appears to have blended the character of th^ 

marqtiis witli that of his son the duke. N. 

Vol. II. G 
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that at least bf his Intervemtoti some good wa^ done 
auid some mischief prevented. 

When he was in office, he made a law to himself, 
09 Swft has recorded, never to remit his regular fees 
in civility to his friends : << for," said he, *< I may have 
a hundred friends; and if my fee -be two guineas, I 
shall, by relinquishing my right, lose two hundred 
guineas, and no friend gain more than two ; there is 
therefore no proportion between the good imparteA 
and the evil suffered." 

He was in Ireland when Steele, without any com- 
municaiion of his design, began the publication of the 
Tatler ; but he was not long concealed \ by inserting a 
remark on VirnUKhich Addison had given hitn, he 
discovered himself. It is ikideed not eiasy for any man 
to write upon literature or common life, so as not to 
inake himself known to those with whom he familiarly 
converses, and who are acqaihted with liis track of 
study, his favourite topic, his peculiar notions, and 
his habitual phrases. 

If Steele desired to write in secret, he was not lucky $• 
a single month detected him. His first Tatler was 
published April 22 (1709,) and Addison's contribution 
appeared May 26. Tickell observes, that the Tatler 
began and was concluded without his concurrence^r 
This is dpubttess literally true ; but the work did not 
suffer much by his uncoqsclousness of its' commence- 
ment or his abscence at its cessation ; for he continued 
his assistance to December 33, and the paper stopped 
oi| January 2. He did not distinguish his peices by 
aiqr signature ; and I know not whether his name was. 
not kept secret till the papers were collected ipto vo« 
lum^s. . ' 

To the Tatler in- about two months, succieeded the 
Spectator ; a series of essays of the same kind, but 
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written with lew levity, upon a more regular plan, 
and published dailj.^ S|pic)i an undertaking shewed ibe 
writers not to distrast their own copiouiness of mate- 
.rials or fa^tilitypf composition, and their performance 
justified their confidence. They found howcTcr, in their 
progress, many auxiliaries. To attempt a single paper 
was no terifying labour ; many pieces were offered and 
many were received. 

Addison had enough of the zeal of party, but Steele 
had at tha^ time almost nothing else. . The Spectator, 
in one of the firat .papers shewed the political tenets of 
its authors ; but a resolution was soon taken, of court* 
mg general approbation by general topics and sub- 
jects on which fection had produced no diversity of 
sentiments, such as literature, morality, and familiar 
life. To this pratlce they adhered with few deviations^ 
The ardour of Stee|e. once broke. out in praise of Marl- 
borodgti ; and when Dr. Fleetwood prefixed to some 
sermons a prefae^ overflowing with whiggish opinions, 
that it might be read by the queen,* it was reprinted ia 
the Spectator. 

To teach the minuter decencies and inferior duties, 
to regulate the practice of daily conversation, to cor- 
rect those depravities wliich are rather ridiculous than 
criminal, and remove those grievancies which if they 
produce no Itsting calamities, impress hourly vexation, 
wa% first attempted by Casa in his book of Manners^ 
and Castiglione in his Courtier ; two books yet cele- 
brated in Italy for purity and elegance, and which, if 

* This particular mimber of «ie Spectator, it is said, wag 
not published tiU twelve o'clock, that it .might come out pte- 
cisely at the hour of her majesty's breakfaflt, and that no time 
might be left for deliberating about serving it up with that 
meal, as uimd. See the edition of the Tatisb with notes^ 
Vol. VL No. Sri, mte. p. 452, .&Q. N. • 
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they^ are now less read, afe neglected only because th^ 
have ejected that reformation which their ciuthoi*s ii^- 
tended, and their precepts now are no longer wautecjt 
Their usefulness to the age in which th;ey wcre^writtep; 
is sufficiently attested by the translationsr which almost . 
all the nations of Europe were in haste to obtain. ," 

The species of instruction was continued, and ^per- 
haps advanced, by the French ; among whom ,.La 
Bruyere's Manners of the age^ though, as Boilbau 
reTnarked, it is written without connexiof^ certainly 
deserves praise for liveliness of description and. ji^t- 
ness of observation. 

Before the Tatler and Spectator, if tlie writet^ for 
the theatre are exceptejd, England had no masters of 
common life. No writers had yet undertaken to reform 
either the savageness of neglect or the impertinence of 
civility ; to skew when to spp,ak ot to bd silent ;' how t^ 
refuse or how to comply. We had many bpolts id t^h 
us our more import^int duties, and to^ettle opinions*^ 
. philosophy or politics ; but an Arbiter Elegantiarum^ a 
judge of propriety, was yet wanting, who should survey 
the track of daily conversation, and fre« it from thorns 
and prickles, which tease the passer, though they do 
not woiuidjiim. 

For this purpose nothing is so proper as the frequent 
publication 9f short papers, which we reai not as study 
but amusement. If the subject be slight, the treatise is 
short. The busy may find time ^nd the idle may find 
patience. 

This mode of conveying cheap and easy knowledge 
began anwng us in the oivil war,* when it was much 

♦Newspapers appear to have had i^n earlier date than here 
assigned. Cleiveland, in his Character of a London Diimial, 
says, <<The original sinner of this kind was Dutch ; GaUo- 
Belgicus the PYwtoplas^ and the modem Mercuries but Haxf 
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the interest of either party to rite and fix the preju- 
dices of th6 peple. At that time appeared Mercurius 
AulicuS, Mercurius Rustictis, and, Mercurius Civicus. 
It is said, that when any title grew*|^opular, it wassto- 
len l^ the autagonist, who by this stratagem conveyed 
his notions to thos^ who would not have received him 
had he not worn the appearance of a friend. The tumult 
of those unhappy days left scarcely any man leisure to 
treasure np occasional compositions ; an#M> much wese 
they neglected, that a complete eoilection is no where 
to be found. 

These Mercuries were succeeded by L'Estrange's 
Observator ; and that hf Lesley's Rehearsal, and per* 
haps by others ; but hitherto nothing had> lieen convery- 
ed to the people ip this commcAlious manner but con- 
troversy relating to the church or state ; of which they 
taught m^ny to talk, 'whom theyxQUld not teach to 
judge. 

It has been suggested, that the Rqyal Society was in- 
stituted soon after the restoration, to divert the attention 
of the people fron^ public diseontent. The Tatler and 
Spectator had the same tendency ; they were publish- 
ed at a time when two parties, loud, restless, and vio- 
lent> each with plausible declarations, and each per- 
haps without any distinct termination of its views, were 
agitating the nation; to minds h^fited with political 
contest .they supplied cooler and more inoffensive re- 
flections; and it is said by Addison, in a subsequent 
work, that they had a perceptible influence Upon the 
conversation of that time, and taught the frolic and tlie 

en Kelders." Sorpe iatelligence given by Mercuilous Gallo- 
Belgicus 13 inentioi^d in Carew'a Survey of (Cornwall, p. 126, 
originally published in 1602. These vehicles of infoi-mation 
are often mentioned in the pkys of James and Chv^rles the 

^rst. . U, 

G 3 .^, 
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gay to unite merriment with decency ; and effect which, 
they can never wholly lose, while they continue to be 
among the first books by which both sexes are initiated 
in the elegances of knowledge. 

The Tatler and Spectator adjusted, like Casa, the 
unsettled practice of da^y intercourse by propriety and 
politeness; and, like hiBruyere, exhibited the Charac- 
ter9 and manners of the age. The peraonages intro> 
duced inthestff)apers were not mei^cly ideal ; they were 
then known, and conspicuous in various stations. Of 
the Tatler tliis'is told by^ Steele in his kste paper ; and 
of the Spectator by Budgell in the preface^o Theo^ 
phrastiis, a book which Addisdn has recommet^ded, an4 
which he was suspected to have revised, if he did not 
write it. Of those portraits, which ^lay be supposed to 
be sometimes embellished and sometimes ag^gravated, 
the originals are now. partly kndwn and partly forgotten. 

But to^say that they united the plans of two or three 
eminent writefsi is^to give them but a small part of 
their due praise ; they superadded literature and criti- 
cism*, and sometimes towered far a)>ove thei» predeces- 
sors, and taught, with great justness of arguxjoenis and 
dignity of language, the most important duties and sub- 
lime truths.' 

All these topics were happily, varied with elegant 
fictions and refine4 allegories, and illuminated with dif- 
ferent changes of style and felicities of invention. 

It is, reco.rdcd by Budgell, that, of the characters 
feigned tv exhibited in the Spectator, the favourite of 
Addison was sir Roger de Coverley, of whom he had 
formed a very delicate and discriminate idea,* which 

* The errors in this account are explained at considerable 
length in the preface to the Spectator prefixed to the edition 
in the British Essayists. The original deHneati^ of s':r 
Roger undoubtedly belongs torSteele. C. 
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h^ would not suffer to be violated ; and therefore, when 
Steele had shown him inn^ently picking up a girl in 
the lemple and taking her to a tavern, he drew upon 
himself so much of his friend*s indignation, that he was 
forced to appease hirti by a promise of forbearing sir 
Roger for the time to come. 

The reason which induced Cervantes to bring his 
hero to the grave, fiara mi^oia nocia Don Qulvoie^ y yc 
para W, made Addison declare, with undue vehemence 
of expression, that he would kill sir Roger ; b^ing of 
opinion that they were born for one another, and that 
any other hand would do him wrong. 

It may be doubted whether Addison ever filled up 
his original deUneatioUk He describes his knight as 
having his imagination somewhat warped ; but of this 
perversion h^ has made very little use« The irregula* 
rities in sh* Roger's conduct seem not so much the ef- 
fects of a mind deviating from the beaten track of life, 
by the perpetual pressure of some overwhelming idea, 
as of habitual rusticity, ai^ that ^legligence which soli- 
tary grandeur naturally generates. 

The variable weather of the mind, the flying vapours 
of incipient madness, which from time to time cloud 
reason, without eclipsing it, it requires so much nicety 
to exhibit, that Addison seems to have been deterred 
from prosecuting his design. 

To sir Roger^ who, as a country gentleman, appears 
to be' a tory, or, as it is gently expressed, an adherent 
to the landed interest, is opposed sir Andrew Freeport, 
a new man, a wealthy merchanti zealous for the moni- 
ed interest, and a whig. Of this contrariety of opini6ns, 
it is probable more consequence were at first intended 
than could be produced when the resolution was taken 
to exclude party from the paper. Sir Andrew does but 
little, and than little seems not to liave pleased Addisoft, 
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who, when he dismissed hire froitt the clab, changed his 
opinions. Steele had mafle him, in the true sfHrito{ 
unfeding commerce, declare that be ^*wouW nc*boild 
a hospital for idle people ;" but at last he buys land, 
settles in the country, and builds, not a manufactory, 
but a hospital for twelve old husbandmen, for men with 
whom a merchant has Uttle acquaintance, and whom he 
commonly, considers with Uttle kindness^ 

Of essays thus elegant, th\is instructive, and thus 
eommodiously. distributed, it is natural, to suppose the 
approbation general iaind the sale nuitierous. I ottce 
heard it oberved, that the sale may be calculated by 
the product of the taxj. related 1n the last number to 
produce more than twenty poonds a weeki and there- 
fore stated at one and twenty pounds, or three pounds 
ten shillings a day : this, at a half-penny a paper, will 
give sixteen "hundred and eighty* for the daily number. 

This sale is not great ; yet this, if Swift be credited, 
was likely to grow less ; for he declares that the Spec- 
tator, whom he ridicules fbr his endless mention of the 
fair 8cx^ had before his recess wearied bis readers. 

The next year (1713,) in whicn Cato carhe upon the 
stage, was the grand climacteric of Addison's reputa- 
tion. Upon the death of Cato, he. had, as is said, plan- 
ned a tragedy in the time of his travels, and had Fo: sev- 
veral years the first four acts finished, which were 
shewn to* such as were likely to spread thefr admira- 
tion. They were seen by Pope, and by Gibber, who re- 
lates that Steele, when he took back the copy, told him, 
in. the despicable cant of literary modesty, that, what^ 
ever spirit his friend had shewn in the composition, he 

• That this calculation is not exaggerated, that it is even 
much below the real number, see the note^ on the Tatter, ed. 
ir86, Vol.:V'I.^;452. JT. 
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doul>ted whether he would have courage sufficient to 
^«xpQ^«uit^to the censure of aBriiUh audience. 

The tiInebhoweve^ was now conie> when those who 
a^ected to think Hbert^r in .danger affected likewise to 
think that a stage play might preserve it ; and Addison 
was importuned, in the name of the tutelary deities of 
Britain, to shew his' courage and his zeal by finishing 
his design* . '. 

To resume his MK)rk he seemed perversely and un- 
accountably unwilling; and by a request, which per- 
haps he wished to be denied, desired Mr. Hughes to 
add a fifth ^ct. Hughes supposed him serious; and) 
undertaking the supplement, brought in a few days 
some scenes for hi5 examination ; but he ' had in the 
mean time gone to work himself, and produced half an 
act, which he afterwards completed, but with brevity 
irregularly disproportionate to'the foregoing parts^like ' 
a t0rslc,performed^tli reluotance and hurried to its con- 
€lusipn. •-''..' % ' •♦ ^ . 

' It may yet be doubted VhetherXato was made pub- 
lic by any change of the author's purpose ; for Dennis 
charged him with raising prejudices in his own favour, 
by false positions of preparatory criticism, and with 
fiqi^oning the town 'by contradicting in the Spectator 
the ' established rule of poetical justice, because his 
own hero, with all his virtues, was to fall before a ty- 
rant. The fact is certain ; the motives we n^t guess. 

Addison was, I believe, sufficiently disposed to bar 
all avenues against all danger. When Pope brought 
him "the prologue, which is pi^perly accommodated to 
the play, there were these words, " Biitbns, arise ! be 
worth like this approved ;" meaning nothiugmore than, 
Britons, erect and exalt ydursclves to the approbation 
of public virtue. Addison was frighted, lest he should 
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be thought a promoter of insurrection, land the line wa^ 
liquidated to << Britons, attend.'* 

Now ^ heavily in clouds came on the day, the great, 
the important day,*' when Addison was to stand the 
hazard of the theatre. That there might, however, be 
left as little hazard as was possible, on the first night 
Steele, as himself relates, undertook to pack an audi- 
ence. This, says Pope,* had been tried for the first 
tkne in favour of the Distrest Mother ; and was now^ 
witti more efficacy, practised for Cato. 

The danger was soon over. The whole nation was 
at that time on Bre with faction. The whigs applauded 
every line in which liberty was mentioned, as a satire 
on the tories ; and the tories echoed every clap, to shew 
that the satire was unfelt. The story of Bolingbroke is 
well knoMm. He called Booth to his box, and gave him 
fifty guineas for defending the cause of liberty so well 
against a perpetual dictator. The whigs, says Popei 
design a second present, when they can accompany it 
^ith as good a sentence. 

The play, supported thus by the emulation of fac- 
tious praise, was acted night after night for a longer 
time than, I believe, the public had allowed to any dra- 
ma before ; and the author, as Mrs. Porter long after- 
wards related, wandered through the whole exhibition 
with restless and unappeasable solicitude. 

When ilhvFas printed, notice was given, that the queen 
would be pleased if it was dedicated to her ; *< but, as 
he had designed that compliment elsewhere, he found 
Inmself obliged" spys Tickell, « by his duty on the 
one hand and his honour on the other, to send it into 
the world without any dedication,*' 

Human happiness has always its abatements ; the 
brightest sun-slune of success is not without a cloud* 

• Spence. 
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No sooner was Cato offered to the reader than it was 
attacked by the acute malignity of Dennis, wiih all the 
Violence of angry criticism. Denms though equally 
zealous, and probably by his temper more furious, than* 
Addison, for what they called liberty, and though a 
flatterer of the whig ministry, could not set -quiet at a 
successul play ; but was eager to tell friends and ene« 
mies that they had mbplaced their admirations. The 
world was too stubborn for instruction ; with the fate- 

of the censtfrer of CoraeiUe's Cid, his animadversions 

• * 

shewed his angei' without effect, and Cato continued 
to be praised. 

Pope had now an opportunity of courting the friend- 
ship of Addison, by vilifying his old enemy, and could 
give resentment its full play, without appearing to re- 
venge himself. He therefore bublished j1 narrative qf 
the madness of John Dennis ; a performance which left 
the objections to the play in their full force, and there-* 
fore discovered more desire of vexing the criiic than 
of defending the poet. 

Addison, who was no stranger to the world, probably 
saw the selfishness of pope's fiiendship ; and, resolving 
that he should have the consequences of his officious- 
ness to -himself, infornied Dennis by Steele, that he 
was sorry for the insult; and that i/^henever he should 
think fit to answer his remarks he would do it in a man- 
ner to which nothing could be objected. 

The greatest weakness in the play is in the scenes 
of love, which are said by Pope* to have been added 
to the original plan upon a subsequent review, in com- 
pliance with the popular practice of the stage. Such 
Ui authority it is hard to reject ; yet the love is so inti- 

• l^nce. 
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mately mingled with the whole action that it cannot 
be es^sily thought extrinsic and adventitious ; for, if it 
were taken away, what would be left ? or how were 
the four acts filled in the first draught ? 

At the publication the wits seemded proud to pay 
their attendance with econiiastic verses. T^he best are 
from an unknown hand, which will perhaps lose some- 
what of their praise when the author is known to be 
Jeffreys. 

Calo had yet other honours. • It was censured as ?i' 
party -play by a scholar of Oxford^ and defended in a 
favourable examination by Dr. Sewell. It was transla-^ 
ted by Salvini into Italian, and acted at Florence \ and 
by the Jesuits of St. Oners into Latin, and played by 
their pupils. Of this version a copy was sent to Mr. 
Addison ; it is to be wished that it could be found, for 
the sake of companng their version of the soliloquy 
with that of Bland. 

A tragedy was written on the same subject by Des 
Champs a French poet, ^which, was translated with 
a criticism on the English play. But the translator and 
the critic are now forgotten. 

Dennis lived on unanswered, and -therefore little read* 
Addison, knew the policy of literature too well to make 
his enemy important for drawing the attention of the 
public upon a criticism which, tbotigh sometimes in* 
temperate. Was often irrefragable. 

While Cato was upon the stage, another daily paper, 
called Tiie Guardiauy was published by Steele. To this 
Addison gave great assistance, whether occasionally 
or by previous engagement is not known. 

The character of Guardian was too narrow and too 
serious; it might properly enough admit both the 
duties and decencies of life, but seemed not to inpkide 
literary speculations, and was in some degree violate^ 
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hy merriment and burlesque. What had the Guardian 
of the lizards to i\o with clubs of tall Or of little men, 
with nests of ants or with strada's prolusions ? 

Of this paper nothing is necessary to be said« but 
that it found many contributors^ and that it was a con* 
tinuation of the Spectator, with the same elegance and 
the same variety, till some unlucky sparkle from a tory 
paper set Steele's politics on fire, and wit at once blazed 
into faction. He was soon too hot for neutral topicSf 
and quitted the Guardian to write the En^lUhman. 

The papers of Addison are marked in the Specta- 
tor by one of the letters in the name of CtiOy and in the 
Guardian, by a hand; whether it was, as Tickell pre- 
tends to think, that he was unwilling to usurp the 
praise of others, or, as Steele, with far greater likeli- 
hood, insinuates, that he could not withqut dbcoutent 
impart to others any of his awn. I have heard that his 
avidity did not satisfy itself with the air of renown, bi)t 
that with great eagerness he laid hold on the proportion 
of the profits. 

Many of these papers were written with powers 
truly comic, with nice discrimination of characters, and 
accurate observation of natural or accidental devi- 
ation from propriety ; but it was not supposed that he 
had tried a comedy on the stage, till Steele after his 
death declared him the author of the Drummer. This 
however Steele did not know to be true by any direct 
testimony ; for when Addison put the play into his 
hands, he only told him, it was the work of a " gentlemen 
in the company ;" and when it was received, as is con» 
fessed, with cold disapprobation, he was- probably less 
willing to claim it. Tickell omitted it in his collection ; 
but the testimony of Steele, and the total silence of any 
other claimant, has determined the public to assign it to 
Addison, and it Is now printed with lib other poetry. 
Vol. II. H 
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Steele carried the Drummer to the play-house, and after-* 
wards to the press, and sold the copy* for fifty guineas. 

To the opinion of Steele riiay be added the * proof 
supplied by the play itself, of which the characters are 
such as Addison would have delineated, and the tenden* 
cy such as Addison would have promoted. That it 
shoyld have been ill-received would 'raise wonder, did 
we not daily see the capricious distribution of theat- 
rical praise. 

He was not all this time an indifferent spectator of 
public affairs. He wrote as difTcrent exigencies requi- 
red (in 170r,) The fire 8cnt State qf the war^ and the 
neccMty of an augmentation ; which however judi- 
cious, being written on temporary topics and exhibiting 
no peculiar powers, laid hold on no attention, and has na- 
turally sunk by its own weight into neglect. This can- 
not be said of the few papers intitled. The Whig" Mx:» 
qminery in which is employed all the force of gay male- 
volence and humorous satire. Of this paper, which 
just appeared and expired. Swift remarks, with exul- 
tation, ^ that it is now down among the dead men."* 
He might well rejoice at the death of that which he 
could not have killed. Every reader of every party, 
since personal malice is past and the papers which once 
inflamed the nation are read only as effusions of wit, 
must wish for more of the Whig Examiner* ; for on 
no occasion was the genius of Addison more vigorous- 
ly exerted, and on none did the superiority jof his pow- 
ers more evidently appear. His Trial of Count Tariffs 
written to expose the treaty of commerce with France, 
lived DO longer than the question that produced it. 

• F^m a tory song in vogue at the time, the burthen where- 
ofis, 

And he that will this health d^ny, 
Down among the dead men let him lie, H. 
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Not long afterwards, an attempt was made to revive 
the Sfiectatovj at a time indeed by no means favourable 
to literature, when the succession of a new family^o 
the throne filled the nation with anxiety, discord^ and 
confusion ; and either the turbulence of the times or 
the satiety of the readers put a stop to the publication} 
after an experiment of eighty numbers, which were 
afterwards collected into an eighth volume, perhaps 
more valuable^hain any of those that went before it. 
Addison produced more than a fourth part, and the 
other contributors are by no means unworthy of ap- 
pearing as his associates. The time that had passed 
during the suspension of the Sfiectator^ though it had 
not lessened his power of humour, seems to have in- 
creased his disposition to seriousness : the proportion 
of his religious to his comic papers is greater than in 
the former series. 

The Sfiectator from its re- commencement. Was pub- 
lished only three times a week ; anIB no discriminative 
marks were added to the papers. To Addison, Tickell 
has ascribed twenty-three.* 

The S/iectator had many contributors ; and Steele, 
whose negligence kept him always in a hurry, when 
it was his turn to furnish a paper, called loudly for the 
letters, of which Addison, whose materials were more, 
made little use ; having recourse to sketches and hints, 
%he product of his former studies, which he now re- 
viewed and completed : among these are named by 
Tickell the Essay a on Ifit^ those on the Pleaaurea of 
the Imaginaiioriy and the Criticism on Milton. 

When the house of Hanover took possession of the 
throne, h was reasonable to expect that the zeal of Ad- 
dison would be suitably rewarded. Before the arrival 

• Numb. SS^, 557, 55B, 559, 561, 562, 565, 567, 568, 569, 571, 
Sr4f, 575, 579, 580, 5^2, 583. 584, 585, 590, 592, 598 600. 
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of king George, he was made secretary to the regency, 
aDd was required by his office to send notice to Hanover 
tAt the queen was dead, and that the throne was vacant. 
To do this would not have been difficult to any man but 
Addison, who was so overwhelmed with the greatness 
of tf^c event, and so distracted by choice of expressioDi 
that the lords, who could not wait for the niceties of 
criticism, called Mr. Southwell, a clerk ip the house, 
and ordered him to despaich the message. Southwell 
readily told what was necessary in the common style of 
business, and valued himself upon having done what ws^ 
too hard for Addison. 

He was better qualified for the Freeholder^ a paper 
which he published twice a week^ from Dec. 93, 17 15^ 
to the middle of the next year. This was undertaken 
in defence of the established government, sometimes 
with argument and sometimes with mirth. In argu- 
ment he had many equals ; but his humour was sin- 
gular and matchless. Bigotry itself must be delighted 
with the Tory Fox-hunter^ ^ 

There are however some strokes less elegant anci 
less decent ; such as the Pretender's Journal, in which 
one Jtopic of ridicule is his poverty. This mode of 
abuse had betn employed by. Milton against king 
Charles IT. 



-*' Jacf^isi 



Centum, exulantis yiscera marsupii regis." 

And Oldmixon deiighvs to tell of some alderman of 
London that he had more money than the exiled 
princess ; but that which might be expected from Mil- 
ton's savageness or Oldmixon's meanness was not suita- 
ble to the delicacy of Addison. 

Steele thought the humour of the Freeholder too 
nice and gentle for such noisy times ; and is rtport^d 
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^ have said, that the ministry made use of a lute, when 
jthey should have called for a trumpet. 

This year (1716*) he married the countess dowa- 
ger of Warwick, whom he bad solicited by a very long 
and anxious courtship, perhaps with behaviour not 
very unlike that of sir Roger to his disdainful widow ; 
and who, I am afraid, diverted herself often by playing 
with his passion. He is said to have first known her 
by becoming tutor to her son.f *^ He formed,*' said 
Tonson, <' the design of getting that lady from the time 
when h^ was first recommended into the family.'* In 
what part of his life he obtained the recommendation, 
or how lonj;, and in what manner he lived in the fa- 
mily I know not. His advances at first were certainly 
timorous, but grew bolder as his reputation and in- 
fluence increased ; till at last the lady was persuaded 
to marry him, on terms much like those on which a 
Turkish princess is espoused, to whom tlie sultan is re- 
ported to pronounce, ^ Daughter^ I give thee this man 
for thy slave.** The marriage, if uncontradicted report 
can be credited, made no addition to liis happiness ; it 
neither found them nor made them equal. She always 
remember^ her own rank, and thought herself ea- 
liiled to treat with very little ceremony the tutor of her 
son. Rowe's ballad of the Desfi airing Shefiherd is said 
to have been written, cither before or after marriage^ 
upon this memorable pair^ and it is certain that Addi- 
son has left beliind him no encouragement for ambitious 
iove^ 

The year after (1717) he roseio his highest eleva- 
tion, being made secretary of state. For this employ- 
ment he might justly be supposed qualified by long 
practice of businessi and by his regular ascent through 

* August 2. t^pence 

H 2 
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Other offices ; but expectation is often disappointed : it 
is universally confessed that he was unequal to the 
duties of his place. In the house of comnaons he could 
not speak, and therefore was useless to the defence of the 
government. In the office, says Pope.* he could not' 
issue an order without losing his time in quest of fine 
expressions. What he gained in rank he lost in credit 
and, finding by experience his own inability, was forced 
to solicit his dismission, with a pension of fifteen hun- 
dred pounds a^year. His friends palliated this relin- 
quishment, of which both friends and enemies knew 
the true reason, with an account of declining health and 
the necessity of recess and quiet. 

He now returned to his vocation^ and began to plan 
literary occupations for his future life. He pui*posed 
a tragedy on the death of Socrates ; a story of which, 
as Tickell remarks, the basis is narrow, and to which 
I know not how love could have been appended^ There 
would however have been no want either of virtue in the 
sentiments or elegance in the' language. 

He engaged in a nobler work, a defence of the ChriS" 
tian Religion^ of which part was published after his 
death ; and he designed to have made a new poetical ver* 
sion of the Psalms. 

These pious compositions Pope imputcdf to a selfish 
motive, upon the credit, as he ownsj of Tonson ; w bo 
having quarrelled with Addison, and not loving him, 
said, that when he laid down the secretary's ofHce,, he 
intended to take orders, and obtain a bishoprick ; << for/^ 
■M^lsef,'^ I always thought him a priest in his heart.'* 

That Pope should have thought this conjecture of 
Tonson worth remembrance) is a proof, but indeed, so 
far as I have founds the only proof, that he retained 

•Spence. . fSp^&we. 
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some malignity from their ancient rivalry. Tonson 
pretended but to gaess it ; no other mortal ever sus- 
pected it ; and Pope might have reflected, that a man 
who had been secretary of state in the ministry of Sun« 
derland knew a nearer way to a bishoprick than by de* 
fending religion or translating the Psalms. • 

'It is related, that he had once a design to make an 
English dictionary, and that he considered Dr. Tillot- 
son as the writer of highest authority^ There was for- 
merly sent to me by Mr. -Locker, clerk of the Leather- 
seller's company, w1k> was eminent for cusioaity and 
literature, a collectioaof examples collected from Til- 
lotson's works, as Locker said, by Addison. It came 
too late to be of use, so I inspected it but slightly, and 
remember it indistinctly. I thought the passages too 
short. 

Addison, however, did not conclude his life in peace- 
ful studies ; but relapsed, when he was near his end, to 
a political dispute. ' 

It so happened that (1718-19) a controversy was 
agitated with great vehemence between those friends 
of long continuance, Addison apd Steele. It may be 
asked, in the language of Homer, what power or what 
cause should set them at variance. The subject of 
their dispute was of great importance. The earl of 
Suncferland proposed an act called The Peerage BUI ; 
by which the number of peers should be fixed, and the 
king restrained from any new creation of nobility, un- 
less when an old family shield be extinct. To this the 
lords would naturally agree; and the kbg, who was 
yet little acquainted with his own prerogative, and^ ais 
is now well known, almost indifferent to the posses* 
sions of the crown, had been persuaded to cooaent. 
The only difficulty was found among the commons^ 
who were not likely to approve the perpetual exclusion 
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of themselves and their posterity. The b ill therefore 
was etgerly op|>osed, and among others. by sir Robert 
Walpole, whose speech was published. 

The lords might think their dignity diminished by 
improper advancejnents, and particularly^ by the intro- 
duction of .twelve new peers at once, to produce a ma- 
jority of tones in the last reign } on act of authority 
violent enough, yet certainly legal, and by no means to 
be compared wittr that contempt of national right with 
which, same time afterwards, by the' instigation of 
whiggtsm, the commons^ chosen by the people for 
three ycai^ chose themselves for seven. But what- 
ever might be the disposition of the. lords, the people 
had no wish to increase their power. The tendency of 
the bill, as Steele observed in a letter to the earl of Ox- 
ford, was to introduce an aristocracy; for a majority in 
the house of lords, so limited, would have been despo- 
tic and irresistible. 

To prevent this subversion of th 6 ancient establish- 
ment, Steele, whose pen readily seconded hb piolitical 
passions, endeavoured to alarm the nation, by a pamph- 
let called Tke Plebeian* To this an answer was pub. 
lished by Addison, under the title of The Old Whig^'m 
which it is not discovered that Steele was then known 
^o be the advocate for the commons. Steele replied by 
a second Plebeian; sind whether by ignorance or by 
courtesy, confined himself to his question, without any 
personal notice of his opponent. Nothing hitherto was 
committed against the laws^f friendship or proprieties 
of decency ; but coiitrovertists cannot long' retain their 
kindness for each other. The Old ^At^ answered the 
Plebeian^ and could not forbear some contempt of << lit- 
tle Dicky^ whose trade it was to write pamphlets.'* 
Dicky, however, did not lose his settled veneration lor 
Yaxk friend ; but contented himself with quoting some 
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lines of Cato, which were at once detection and reproof. 

The bill was laid aside during tliat Session ; and \ddi- 

son died before the next, in which it? conimitment was 

rejected by two hundred and sixty -five to one hundred 
and sevcntv-seven. 

Every reader surely mOst regret that these two il« 
iustrious friends, after so many years past m confidence 
and . endearment, in unity of interest, conformity of 
opinion, and fellowship of study, should finally part in 
acrimonious opposition. Such a Controversy was " Bel-, 
lum plusquam civile^* as Lucan expresses^t. Why 
could net faction find other advocates \ but among the 
uncertainties of the human state, we are doomed to 
number the instability of friendship. 

Of this dispute I have little knowledge but from the 
Biografihia Britannica, The Old Whig is not inserted 
in Addison's works, nor is it mentioned by Tickell in 
his life ; why it was omitted, the biographers doubtless 
give the true reason ; the fact was too recent, and 
those who had been heated in the contention were not 
yet cool. 

The necessity of complying with times and of spa- 
ring persons is the great impediments of Biography. 
Histojy may be formed from permanent mdnuments 
and records; but lives can only be written from per- 
sonal knowledge, which is growing every day less, and 
in a short time is lost for ever. What is known can sel- 
dom be immediately told ; and when it might be told, 
it is no longer known. The delicate, features of the 
mind, the nice discriminations of character," and the 
minute peculiarities of conduct, are soon obliterated ; 
and it is surely better that caprice, obstinacy, frolic, 
and folly, however they might dfclight in the descrip- 
tion, should be silently forgotten, than that, by wantoh 
merriment and unseasonable detection^ a pang should 
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be given to a^ widow, a daughter, a brother, or a friends 
As the process of these narratives is now bringing me 
among my cotemporaries, I begiA to feel myself^' walk- 
ing upon ashes under which the fire is not extinguish- 
ed,'* and co:ning to the time of which it will be proper 
rather to say ^< nothing that ns /alse, than all that is 
true." 

The end of this useful life was no<v approaching.—- 
Addison had . for some time been oppressed by short- 
ness of breath, which* was now aggravated by a drop- 
sy ; and, fiiMing his danger pressings, he prepared to die 
conformably to his own precepts and professions. 

During this lingering decay, he sent, as Pope re- 
lates,* a message by the earl of Warwick .to Mr. Gay, 
desiring to see himi Gay, .who had not visited him for 
some time before, obeyed the summons, and found him- 
self received with great -kindness. The purpose for 
which the interview had been solicited was then dis- 
covered. Addison told him, that he had injured him, 
but that, if he recovered, he would recompense him. 
What the injury was he did not explain ; nor did Gay 
ever know, but supposed that some preferment design- 
ed for him had, by Addison's intervention, been with- 
held. 

Lord Warwick was a young man of very irregular 
life, and perhaps of loose opinions. 'Addison, for whom 
he did not want respect, had very diligently endeavour- 
ed to reclaim him ; but his arguments and exposti^la- 
tions had no effect. One experiment, however, remain- 
ed to be <ried : when he found his life near its end, he 
directed the young lord to.be called^ aAd when he de- 
sired, with great tenderness, to hear his last injunctions, 
told him, << I have sent for you, that you may see how a 

< Sp^nce, 
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christhm can die ** What effect this awful scene had 
on the earl, I know not : he likewise died himself in a 
short time. 

In Tickell's excellent elegy on his friend are these 
lines. 

He taught us how to live ; and oh ! too high 
The price of knowledge ! taught us how to die- 
in which he alludes, as he told Dr. Foung, to this mov- 
ing interview. 

Havii% given directions to Mr. Tickell for the pub- 
lication of his works, and dedicated them on his 'death- 
bed to his friend Mr. Craggs, he died June 17, 1 7 19, at 
Holland-house, leaving no child but a daughter.* 

Of his virtue it is a sufficient testimony that the re- 
sentment of party has tranemitted no charge of any 
crime. He was not one of those who are praised only 
after death ; for his merit was so generally acknowledg- 
ed, that Swift, having observed that his election passed 
without a contest, adds, that, if he proposed himself 
for king, he would hardly have been refused. 

His zeal for his party did not extinguish his kind- 
ness for the merit of his opponents ; when he was se- 
cretary in Ireland, he refused to intermit his acquaint- 
ance with Swift, 

Of his habits, or external manners, nothing is so of- 
ten -mentioned as thM timorous or sullen taciturnity 
which his friends called modesty by too mild a name. 
Steele mentions with great tenderness " that remark- 
able bashfulness, which is a cloak that hides and muf- 
fles merit ;" and tells us, ^< tli^t his abilities were cover- 
ed only by modesty, which doubles the beauties which 

Who died at Bilton, in Warwickshire, at a very advtinced 
age, 1797. See Gent. Mag- vol. LXVII.p. 256. 385. N. 
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are seen, and gives credit and esteem to all that are cod* 
cealed." Chesterfield affirms, that " Addison was the 
most timorous and aukward man that he ever saw." 
Aifd Addison, speaking of his own deficience in con* 
versadon, used to say of himself, that, with respect to 
intellectual '' wealth, he could draw hills for a thousand 
pounds, though he had not a guinea in his pocket." 

That he wanted current coin for ready payment, and 
by that want was often obstructe^^ and distressed ; that 
he wks often oppressed by an improper and ungraceful 
timidity ; every testimony concurs to prove ; but Ches- 
terfield's representation is doubtless hyperbolical. That 
man cannot be supposed very inexpert in the arts of 
conversation and practice of life, who, without fortune 
or alliance, by his usefulness af.d dexterity, became se- 
cretary of state ; and who died at forty-seven, after 
having not only stood long in the highest rank of wit 
and literature, but filled one of the most important offi- 
ces, of state. 

The time in which he lived had reason to lament his 
obstinacy of silence ; " for he was," says Steele, " above 
all men in that talent called humour, and enjoyed it in 
such perfection, that I have often reflected, after a night 
spent with him apart from all the world, that I had the 
pleasure of conversing with an intimate acquaintance of 
Terence and Catullus, who had all their wit and nature, 
heightened with humour more exquisite and delightful 
than any other man ever possessed." This is the fond. 
ness of a friend, let us hear what is told us by a rival t 
« Addison's conversation,"* says Pope, "had soniething 
in it more charming than I have found in any other man. 
But this was only when Tamiliar ; before strangers, or, 
perhaps, a single stranger, he preserved his dignity by 
a stiff silence." 

* Spence. 
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Tliis modesty was by iio means incon^stent with ai 
very high opiilion of bis own merit. He demanded to 
be the firscname in modernwity. aod, with Steele to 
echo himi used to depreciate Dryden| wh^ Pope and 
Congreve defended against them.* Ther^ no reason 
to doubt that he suffered too much psdn. from the pre- 
valence of Pope^s poetic^ reputation; nor is it with* 
out strong reason suspected, that by some diaingenu- 
ous acts he endeavoured to obstruct it ; Pope was not 
the only man whom he insidiously injured, though the 
only man of whom he could be afraid. 

His own powers were such as might have satisfied 
him with conscious excellence. Of very extensive 
learning he has ipdeed given no proofs. ^ He ^eems to 
have had small acquaintance with the sciences, and to 
have read little except Latin and French ; but of the 
Latin poets his dialogues on medals shew that he had 
perused the works with great diligence and skill. 9*he 
abundance of- his own mind left him little in need of 
adventitious sentiments ; his wit *al way 3 could suggest 
what the occasion demanded. He had read with critical 
eyes the important volume of human life, and knew 
the heart of man, from the depths of stratagem to the 
surface of affectation.. 

What he'knew he could easily communicate. « This," 
says SteSe, « was particular in this; writer, that, when 
be had taken his resolution, or made his plan for what 
l\,e designed to write, he would walk about a room, and 
dictate it into language with as much freedom and ease 
as any one could write it down, and attend to the co- 
herence and grammer of what he dictated." 

Popeit who can be less suspected of favouring his 

* Tonson and Spence. 
f Spence. 
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memory, declares that he wrote verj fluently, but was 
alow and scrupulous in correcting ; that many of his 
spectators were written very fasti and sent immediate- 
ly to the paps ; and that it seemed to be for his«dvan- 
tage.not tolyive time for much revisal. 

<< He would alter," says Pope, *< any thing to please 
his friends, before publicatimi ; but would not . retouch 
his pieces afterwards; and I be}ieve not one word in 
Catoto which I^ made an objection was suffered to 
stand.*' 

The last line of Cato^ is Pope's having been origi- 
nally wntteB. 

And oh ! 'tw^s this that ended Cato's life. 

Pope might have made more objections to the six 
concluding lines. In the first couplet the words ^< from 
hen^e" are improper ; and the second line is taken 
from Dryden's Virgil. Of the next couplet, the first 
verse, being included in the second, is therefore use- 
less ; and in the third 'discord is made to produce, strife. 

Of the course of Addison's familiar day,* before 
his marriage. Pope has given a detail. He had in the 
house with him Budgell, and perhaps Philips. His 
chief companions were Steele, Budgell, Philips, Carey,; 
Davenant, and col. Brett. * \Yith one or otlve|^ of these 
he always breakfasted. He studied all morning, then 
dined at a tavern, and went afterwards to Button's. 

Button had been a servant in the countess of War- 
wick's family, whp, under the patronage of Addison^ 
kept a coffee-house on the south side of Rubsell-street, 
about two doors from Covent-garden. Here it was that 
the wits of that time used to assemble. It is said, when 
Addison had suffered any ydlation from the countess, 
he withdrew the company from Button's house. 
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From the coffee-house he went again to a taveniy 
where fie often sat late, and drank too much wine. In 
the bottle, discontent seel^s for comfort, cowardice for 
courage, and baahfulness for confidence. It is not un- 
likely that Addison was first seduced to excess by the 
manumission which he obtained from the servile timi- 
dity of his sober hours. He that feels oppression from 
the presence of those to whom he knows himself su* 
perior will deure to set loose his powers of conversa- 
tion ; and who that ever asked succours from Bilcchus 
was able to preserve himself from beii^ enslaved by 
his auxiliary? 

Among those friends it was that Addison displayed 
the elegance of his colloquial accomplishments, which 
may easily he supposed such as Pope represents them. 
The remark of Mandeville, who, when he bad passed 
an evening in his company, declared that he was a par- 
son in« tyefWig, can detract littlp from his character ; 
he waui always reserved to strangers, and was not in- 
cited to unco^^non freedom by a character like that of 
Mandeville. 

From any minute knowledge of his fanailiar manners, 
the intervention of sixty years has now debarred us. 
Steele once proBiised Congreve and the public a com- 
plete descripUon of his character; but the promises of 
authors are like the vows of lovers. Steele thought no 
more on his design, or thought. on it with anxiety that 
at last disgusted him, and left his friend in the hands 
of Tickell. 

One slight line'afhent of his character Swift has pre- 
served. It was^his practice, when he found any man 
invincibly wrong, to flatter his opinions by acquiescence 
. and sink him yet deeper in absurdity. This artifice of 
mischief was Admired by Stella ; and Swift seems to ap- 
prove her admiration. 
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His works wHl supplf some informatuMi. It appears, 
from his various pietares of the world, that, witli all his 
bashfulness, he had conversed with many distinct class- 
es of men, bad surveyed their ways with very diligent 
observation, and marked with great acuteness the ef- 
fects of different modes of life. He was a man in whose 
presence nothing reprehensible was out of danger ; 
quick in discerning wluttever was wrong or ri()iculouS| 
and not unwilling to expose it. << There are," says> 
Steele, ^ in his writings many oblique strokes upon 
some of the wittiest men of the age.*' His delight was 
more to excite merriment than detestation ; and he de- 
tects follies rather than crimes. 

If any judgment be made, fronii his books, of his mo* 
ral character, nothing will be found but purity and ex" 
cellence. Knowledge of mankind, indeed, less extensive 
than that of Addison, will shew; that to write, and to live, 
are very different. Many who praise virtue da no more 
than praise it. Yet it is reasonable to believe that Ad- 
dison's professions and practice were at no great vari- 
ance, since,, amidst that storm of faction in which most 
of his life was passed) though his station made* him con- 
spicuous and his activity made him formidable^ the 
character given him by his friends vms never contra- 
dicted by his enemies : of those with whom interest or 
opinion united him he had not only the esteem, but the 
ki^daess ; and *of others, whom the violence of opposi- 
tion drove against him, though he might lose the lovej^ 
he retained the reverence. 

It is justly observed by Tickell, that he employed 
wit on the side of virtue and religion. He ttqt only made 
the proper use of wit himself, butt&ught it to others j 
and from his time it has been generally subservient to 
the cause of reason and of truth. He ha^dissipated the 
prejudice that had long connected gaity with vice and 
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easiness orViuiiers with laxity of principles. He has 
restored virtue to its dignityi and taught innocenCe not 
to be ashamed. This is an elevation of literary c)iarac« 
ter, « above all Greek, above all Roman, fame." No 
greater felicity can genius attain than that of having 
purified intellectual pleasure, separated mirth from in- 
decency, and wit from licentiousness, of having taught 
a succession of Writers to bring elegance and gaiety to 
the aid of goodness ; and, if I may use expressions yet 
more awful, of having << turned many to righteousness." 

Addison, in hii life, and for some time afterwards, 
was considered by a greater part of readers as supreme- 
ly excelling both in poetry and criticism. Part of his 
reputation may be probably ascribed to the advance- 
ment of hb fortune ; when, as Swift observes, lv,e bc^ 
came a statesman, and sa^w poets waitrng at his levee, 
it was no wonder that ^praise was accumulated upon 
him. Much likewise may be more honourably ascribed 
to his personal character ; he who, if he had claimed it, 
might have obtained the diadem, was not likely to be 
denied the lauref. 

But time quickly puts an end to artificial and acci- 
dental fame ; and Addison is to pass through futurity 
protected only by his genius. Every name which kind-^ 
ness or interest once raised too high is in danger, lest 
the next age should, by the vengeance of criiicism, 
sink it in. the same proportion. A great writer has 
lately styled him *< an indifferent poet and a • worse 
critic." 

His poetry is first to be considered ; of which it must 
be confessed that it is not often those felicities of dic- 
tion which give lustre to sentiments, or that vigour of 
sentiment that animates diction ; there is little of ar- 
dour, vehemence, or transport ; there is very rarely 
the awfulness of grandeur, and not very often the splen- 

I 2 
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dour of elegance. He thinks justly ; but he thinks 
faintly. , This is his general charactv » to which, doubt- 
less, many single passages will furnish' exception. 

Yet, if he seldom reaches supreme ekceliencey he 
rarely sinks into dullness, and is still more rarely en- 
tangled in absurdity. He did not trust his powers 
enou gh to be negligent. There is inmost of his compo • 
sitions a calmness and equability, deliberate and cau- 
tious, sometimes with little that delightSy but seldom 
with any thing that offends. 

Of this kind seem to be his poems to Dryden, toSo- 
mers, and the king. His ode on St. Cecilia has been 
imitated by Pope, and has something in it of Dryden's 
vigour. Of his account of the English poets, he used 
to speak as a « poor thing ;*** but it is not worse than 
his usual strain. He has said, not very judiciously, in 
his character of Waller, • 

Thy verse eoald shew ev*!! CromwelPs innocence } 
And compliment the storms that bore him hence. 
O ! had til/ Muse not come an agfetoo soon. 
But seen great Naaaau on the British throne, ' 
How had his triumph glitter'd in thy page ! 

What is this but to say, that he who would compli-* 
ment Cromwell had been the proper poet for king 
William ? Addison, however, never printed the ]piece« 

The letter from Italy has been always praised, but 
has never been praised beyond its merit. It is more 
correct, with less appearance of labour, and more ele- 
gant, with less ambition of ornament, than any other of 

his poems. There is, however, one broken metaphor^ 
of which notice may properly be taken : 

Fir'd with that name — 
I brJdle in my struggling Muse with pun. 
That longs to launch into a nobler strain. 

• Spence. 
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To Mette a goddess is no yery delicate idea ; but wlif 
mutt she be bridled? because she longa to launch ; an 
act which 4ras never hindered by a bridle : and whither 
will she launch ? into a nobler strain. She is in the first 
Ime a horscj in the second a boat ; and the care of the 
poet is to keep his horee or his boat' frota singing. 

The next composition is the far-famed canuMugn. 
which Dr. Warton has termed a «* Gazette in rhyfbe," 
with harshness not often used by the good-nature of his 
criticism. Before a censure so severe is admitted, let 
us consider that war is a frequent subject of poetry, 
and then inquire who has described it with more jtist« 
ness and force. Many of our own writers tried their 
powers upon this year of victory ; yet Addison's is con- 
fessedly the best perfor.mance : his i)oem is the work 
of a man not blinded by the dust of learning ; his ima- 
ges are not borro'tvcd merely from books. The supe- 
riority which he confers upon his hero is not personal 
prcwess, and <^ mighty bone/' but deliberate intrepidi- 
ty, a calm command of his passions, and the power of 
consulting his own mind in the midst of danger. The 
rejection and contempt of fiction is rational and manly 

It may be* observed that the last line is imitated by 
Pope. 

Marlb'rough's exploits appear divinely bright-+- 
Bais^d of themselves their genuine channs they boast. 
And those tliat paint them truest, praise them most. 

This Pope had in his thoughts; but not knowing how 
to use what was not his own, he spoiled the thought 
when he had borrowed it : 

The well-sung woes shall sooth my pensire ghost ; 

He best can psdnt* them who shall feel them most. 

• ■ » '* ' 

* « Paint" means (soys Dr. Wartoo) sxprs$t or describe 
th^m. C. 
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Martial exploits may heftdmted; perhaps ipoe« may be 
fiainted; but they are surely not ^ain/^<;C by being well" 
•ung : it is not easy to paint in -song) or tivsing in co- 
lours. 

No. passage in the campdgn has been more often 
mentioned than the simile of the angel, whieh is said in 
the letter to be ^ one of the noblest thoughts that ever 
entered into the heart of man/' and is therefore wpr&y 
of attentive consideration. Let it be first inquired whe- 
ther it be a simile. A poetical simile is the discovery 
of ii]^eness between two actions, in their general na^- 
turii dissimilar, or of causes terminating by different 
opera tioDS in some resemblance of . effect. But the 
mention of another like consequence from a like cause, 
or of a-like performance by a like agency, is not a simi- 
le, but an exemplification. It is not a simile to say that 
the Thames waters . fields, as the Po waters fields ; or 
that as Hecla vomits flames in Iceland, so MtDA vomits 
flames in Sicily. When Horace says of Pindar, that he 
pours his violence and rapidity of verse, as a river 
swoln with run rushes from the mountain ; or of him- 
self, that his genius wanders in quest of poetical deco* 
rations, as the bee wanders to collect honey ; he, in 
either case, produces a simile ; the mind is impressed 
with the resemblance of things generally unlike, as un- 
like as intellect and body. But if Pindar had been de- 
scribed as writing with the copiousness and grandeur of 
Hom^r, or Horace had told that he reviewed and finish- 
ed his own poetry with the same care as Isocrates po- 
lished his orations, instead of similitude, he would hav& 
exhibited almost identity ; he would have given the- 
same portraits with different names. In the poem now 
examined^, when the English are represented as gaining 
a fortified pass,^ by repetition of attack, and persever- 
ance of resolu^n^ their obstinac]^ of courage and yigour 
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of anaet is well illustrated by the sea that breaks, with 
iDcessant battery, the, dikes of Holland. Thisis a simile ; 
but when Addison, having celebrated the beauty of 
Marlborough's person, tells us, that ^* Achilles thus 
was formed with every grace," here is no simile, but a 
mere exemplification. A simile may be co«ipared to 
lines converging at a point, and is more excellent as 
the lines approach from greater distance : an exempli- 
fication may be considered as two parallel lines which 
run on together without approximation, never far se* 
parated, and never joined. * 

Marlborough is so like the mgel in the poem, that 
the action of both is almost the same, and performed by 
both in the same manner. Marlborough ^ teaches the 
battle to rage ;" the angel << directs the storm :'* Marl<* 
borough is << unmoved in peaceful thought ;'* the angel 
is ^ calm and serene ;" Marlborough stands << unmoved 
amidst the shock of hosts ;" the angel rides << calm in 
the whiriwind.'* The lines on Marlborough are just 
and noble ; hut the simile gives almost the s^pie images 
asetondtime. 

But perhaps this thought, though hardly a simile, 
was remote from vulgar conceptions, and required 
great labour of research or dexterity of application. Of 
this Or. Madden, a name which Ireland ought to ho- 
nour, once gave me his opinion. ^ If I had set," said 
he,^< ten school-boys to write 'on the battle of Blenheim, 
and eight had brought me the angel, I should not have 
been surprised." 

The opera of Rosamond, though it is seldom, men- 
tioned, is one of the: first 'of Addison's compositions. 
The subject is well chosen, the fictions is pleasmq:,and 
the praise of Marlborough, for which the scene gives 
an opportunity, is, what perhaps every human excel- 
lence must be, the product of good luck, improved by 
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genius. The thoughts are sometimes great, and some- 
times tender ; the vernfication is easy and gay. There 
is doubtless some advantage in the shortness of the 
lines, which there is little temptation to load with ex- 
pletive epithets. The dialogue seems commonly better 
than the aongs. The two comic characters of sir Trusty 
and Ghdeline, though of 90 great value, are yet such 
as the poet intended.* Sir Trusty's account of the death 
of Rosamond is, I think, too grossly absurd. The whole 
drama is airy and elegant; engaging in its process, 
and pleasing in its conclusion. If Addison had culti- 
vated the lighter parts of poetry, he would probably 
have excelled. 

The tragedy of Cato, which, contrary to the rule ob- 
served in selecting the works <tf other poets, has by the 
weight- of its character forced its way into the late col- 
lection, is unquestionably the noblest production of 
Addison's genius. Of a work so much read, it is diffi- 
cult to say any thing new. About things on which the 
public thii^ks long, it commonly attains to think right ; 
and of Cato it has been not unjustly determined, that it 
is rather a poem in dialogue than a drama, rather a 
succession of just sentiments in elegant language, than 
a representation of natural affections, or of any state 
probable or possible in human life. Nothing here '^ ex- 
cites or assuages emotion :" here is ^ no ma^cal power 
of losing phantastic terror or wild anxiety." The events 
are expected without soticitude, and are remembered 
without joy or sorrow. Of the agents we have no care ; 
we consider not what they are doing or what they are 
suffering ; we wish only to know what they have to 
say. Cato is a being above our solicitude ; « man of 

* But, according to Dr. Warton, '* ought not to have in* 
tendc4." C. 



ADDISON. Ill 

m 

9 

whom the gods take care^ and whom we leave to their 
care with heedless confidence. To the rest neither gods 
nor men can haye much attention ; for there is not one 
amongst them that strongly attracts either affection or 
esteem. But they tu'e made the vehicles of such tfenti- 
ments and such expression, that there is scarcely a 
scene in the play which the reader does not wish to 
impress upcMi his memory. 

When Cato was shewn to Pope.* he advised the 
author to print it, without any theatrical exhibition ; 
supposing that it would be read more favourably than 
heard. Addison declared himself of the same opinion ; 
but urged the importunity of his friends for its appear- 
ance pn the stage. The emulation of parties made it 
successful beyond expectation ; and its success hi^ in- 
troduced or confirmed among us the use of dialogue 
too declamatory, of unaflecting elegance, and chill phi- 
losophy. 

The universality of applause, however it might quell 
the censure of common mortals, had no other effect 
than to harden Dennis in fixed dislike : but his dislike 
was not merely capricious. He found and shewed many 
faults; he shewed them indeed with anger, but he 
found them with acuteness, such as ought to rescue his 
criticism from oblivion ; though, at last, it will have no 
other life than it derives from the work which it en- 
deavours to oppress. 

Why he pays no regard to the opinion of the audi- 
ence, he gives his reason, by remarking, that, 

" A deference is to be paid to a general applause, 
when it appears that the applause is natural and spon- 
taneous ; but that little regard is to be had to it, when 
it is affected and artificial. Of all the tragedies which 

• Spen6e, ^ 
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in his memory have had vast and violent runs, not one 
has been excellent^ few have beeo tolerable, moat have 
been scaDdalous. When a poet writes a tragedy, who 
knows he has judgment, and who feels he has genius, 
that poet presumes upon his own merit, and sccwns to 
make a cabal. That people come coolly to the repre- 
sentation of such a tragedy, without any violent expec* 
taiion, or delusive imagination, or invincible, prepos- 
session ; that such an audience is liable to receive the 
impresnons which the poem shall naturally make on 
them, and to judge by their own reason, and their own 
judgments, and that reason and judgment are calm and 
serene, not formed by nature to make proselytes, and 
to control and lord it over the imaginations of others. 
But' that when an author writes a tragedy, who knows 
he has neither genius or judgment, he has recourse to 
the making a party, and he endeavours to make up ia 
industry what is wanting m talent, and to supply by 
poetical crafl the absence of poeti<;al art : that such an 
author is humbly contented to raise mete's passi^is by 
a plot without doors, since he despairs of doing it by 
that which he brings upon the stage. That party, and 
passion, and prepossession, are clamorous and tumul- 
tuous things, and so much the more clamorous and 
tumultuous by bow much, the ihore erroneous : that 
they domineer and tyrannize over the imaginations of 
persons who want judgment, and sometimes too of 
those who have it ; and like a fierce and outrageous 
torrent, bear down all opposition before them." 

He then condemns the neglect of poetical justice; 
which is always one of his favourite principles. 

" *Tis certainly the duty of every tragic poetf by. the 
«xact distribution of poetical justice, to imitate the 
divine dispensation; and to inculcate a particular provi- 
dence. ^'Tis true, indeed, upon the stage of the world, 
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the wkked twiMtimes prosper, aticTtbe guiltless suffer. 
But that is permitted by the gorenor of the world, to 
stiew, from the attribute of his infinite justice; that 
there is a compensation in futurity, to prove the im- 
mortality of the human soul, and the certainty of future 
rewards and punishments. But the poetical persons 
10 tragedy exists no longer than the reading or the re- 
presentation ; the whole extern of their enmity is cir. 
cumScribed by those |. and therefore,^during thai^ rcadr 
ing or representation, according to thfir merits or de- 
naprks; ^hey must bepunished or rewarded. If this is 
not dpnc» t^her^ is no impartial ^stribution of poeticaj 
jua^ticiB^ no instructive lecture of .a particular providence^ 
aod noimitatipn pj .thq divine, dispensation^ And yet 
tji0 aol^i: of this tjragedy^ dpes nc^ only run counter to 
this^ in the iat^ of his. principsil <^hai:a9ter i but every 
where* tJiroughDiitit>,mak^s,yirtwe. suffer,, and vice 
triofEiph I for.not jDH^y C;B^to is vanquished by Caesar^ but 
tbe tneacli^ry^and pei:fi440ttsp^i^of Syphax prevail ovec 
th(^ boneal simpUoit^ and th^ cre()nlity of Juba ; and tho 
sly ftt^tiity and disstmulatiop of Fortius over the ge? 
D^t^na franbiesbs and open-heartedoess of Marcos." 

Wiuilever pleasfure th«re may be in- seei^ig crim.e9 
piUiiidied, and yin^ rewac;dtd^ yet, sioce wt^ednesit 
oft^n -prospers. in 4^aLll&i t^e poet is certainly at li* 
beny to^ ^ve it prospe^ on the stagcf^ For if poetry 
has an imitation of cealityi how are its laws broken by 
exhibiting the w<»*ld in its true form .i^ The stage may 
flometimes gratify bur wishes ; but, if if be trisly the 
<f ffUrr^ qfltfe^** itouglH to shew us sometitnes -what 
we are to expect* ' ~ 

^DeHms objects to the characters, that they arfe not 

fiailunil, er rdasoindlle ; but as heroes andliercanes are 

iiOt1>eii%s thit are/^ seen every day, it is hard ip find 

upon what prbiciptes th^ir conduct shaH be tried. ^ It 
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]», however, iiot useless to consicter what be says of the 
manner in which Cato receives the account of his^en't 
death. ^ ^ . 

<c^Nor k the grief of Cato, in the fourth act, one jot 
more in nature than^at of his son add Luitia iti the 
third. Cato receives the news of his son's d^at0 not 
only with drjr ej^es, but with a sort of satisfaction ; and 
in the same page sheds tears for the calamity 'of his 
country^ and does the satiie thing in th^ n^^xt page Aip^m 
the bare apprehension of the danger pf his fnends. 
Kow, since the love of onc*s country is the love of one^a 
Country meni as I have shewn upon^nother occasion, I 
desire to ask these questions : of all onr countrymen, 
which do we love most, those whom we know, or those 
whom we know not ? And of those whom we know, 
which do'we cherish most, our ftiends ; or our enemies ? 
And of our fdends, which are the dearest to lis, those 
who are related to us,' or tho^ who arenot? And of «I1 
our relations, for which have we most tenderness, for 
those who are near ta us, or for those who are remote ? 

And of ^ our near relations, which are the nearest* 

<• i' , ■ ■ • ^ 

and consequently the dearest to us, our offsprrog, or 
otliersf Our offspring most certainly ; as nature, or, In 

« 

other words, Providence, has wisely contrived for thei 
preservation tA mankind. Now, does it not follow from 
what hai^ been ssdd, that for a man to receive the .news 
of his son's d^ath with dry eyes, and to weep the 
satne time for the calamities of his country, is a wretched 
affectation^ and a miserable aicfxisistency ^ Is not that 
In pldin English, to receive with dry eyes the news of 
the deaths of those foriirfaose teke our country is a name 
so dear to us, and «t Ihe same time to shed tears for 
those for whose sidiesour-^oUntry is not a name so dear 
tons?" . 
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But tbia (nrtQi^able.Maailant is leas resbCable when 
hei attacks tii« probatality of the action, ^nd the reason-, 
aibleiiete of tl^ plaA. Ev0ry critical reader must re* 
maric^ that Addison lias* with a scrupulosity almost un* 
«acampied on the English stage, confined him^lf in 
time to a single day^and in plac^ to rigorous unity. 
'I'be scene. i\eTer ctiang^, and the whole action of the 
play passes in the great hall of Cato*s house at Utica. 
Ai^uch. tl^erefore is done in the halU for which any other 
place would be more fit; and tl|is impropriety affords 
Dennis many hints of merriment, and opportuniti^ of 
triumph. The passage h long \ but as such disqui^tioos 
sre not common, and the objections are akilfuUy form- 
ed and vigorously urged, tliose who delight in critical 
^troversy will not think it tedious, 

<fUpon the departure of Portiusi Sempronius makes 
but one aoliloquyy and immediately in comes Syphaxf 
and thetf the two politicians are at it immediately. They 
lay their heads togetkeri with their snuff-boxes in their 
bands>. as Mr. Bay6s has it and feiigue it away« Bat» in 
^ midst of that wise scenci Syphax seems to gite a 
reasonable caution tQ Sempronius : . 

** Sjiph, But is it tiue« SempToSuus, that your senjtte - 
B c^^d together? Godsl thou must be cantiDus^ 
Cato has piercing eyes. 

^ Thejw is a great He^A oi cautbn shewn indeed^ m 
meeting in a. governor's own hall to carry on their plot 
aigdsiat him. Whatever opinion they have of his eyes» 
I suppose they have none , of his ears^ or they would 
never have talked at this foolish rate so near : 



♦ ' 



"^Gods! thou must be cautious 



^Oh I yes, very cautio«it : fer if Cato shoidd overbear 
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jou) and turn you off for|»oltuciaiiS} Cse^ar would aerer 
take 70U i .QO9 Caesar wo^ld aeyer tstke ypu* 

<« WheoCatOyact ILtttrni the seoiUors out of the 
hall) upon pretence of acqi^aiuting. Juba wi^ the result 
of their debateS) he appears to me to do a thing ^f ^h 
is neither reasonable n^ civil. Juba. might certainl; 
have better been made acquainted with the result ^ 
that debate in some private apartment of the p^iace* 
But the poet. was driven upon this absurdity io niajie 
way for another ; and that is^ to give Juba an opporio- 
hity to demand Marcia of her father^ But the quarrel 
and rage of Juba and Syplmx^ in the same jact 1 the in- 
vectives oi Syphax agidnst the Romans and Cato ; .the 
advice that he gives Juba, in her father's hall» t6 bear 
away Marcia by force ; and his bru^id and clamorout 
rage upon his refusal^ and at a time when Cato was 
scarcely out of sight, and perhaps not jout o£ hearkigf 
at least some of his guards or Domeetie^s tiMist neovs^ 
sarily be supposed tb be withto hearing : is a thing that 
is so far from being probable, that it is hardly- pbssMe^ 

^ Silmpronius, in the seccoid act, ^ comes back onee 
more in the same morning to the governor's hall, to 
carry on ttie conspiracy with Syphax against \he go- 
vernor, his country and his family ; which is so stu^d 
that it is*below the .wisdom of the O— .*s, the Mac's, 
and the Teague's; even Eustace Commins himself 
would never have gone to justice-hall, to have conapir- 
ed against the government. If officers at Portsmouth 
should lay their heads together, in order to the carry- 
ing off* J — ^G*s niece or daughter, would they meet 

* The person meant by the initials J. G. Is air John Gibsott, 
lieutenant govertior of PorUmoath in tibre year ItlO, and af- 
terwards. He was mach beloved in the army, and hy the GonvBoa 
aoldiew caScd Johnny Gibsmt. H. 



m J-^^v-^^ haB to cMtry on that cons^fftCf ? There 
freuU be no aeceAritf for thdl- meeting there, «t least 
^1 thef came to the ezecutioo of their |>lot| because 
iheH would be no other places to meet in. There would 
t>e no prdbabilitythat they should meet there, because 
tiiere would be places, more private and more commo* 
diotts. Now there ought tb be nothing in a tragical ac^ 
fioo but what is necessaiyor probable. 

«< But treason is not the toAy thing that is carried on 
m this hall;^ that, and love* and philosophy, laake their 
tarns in it, without any manner of necessity or ptoba* 
boiity occanoned by the action, as duly and as regularlyi 
without interrupting one another, as if there were a 
triple league between them, and a mutual agreement 
tiiat each slioo}d give place tO) and 1pake^way for^the 
other, in a due and orderly succesuon* 

^ We now come to the third act. Sempronins, in tlus 
act» comes into the govenior*s haU^ with the leaders of 
the mutiny : but, as soon as Cato is gone, Sempronius 
who but just belbre had acted like an unparalleled 
knave, dipcovers htmself» like an egregious fool to be 
an acGompttee jnthe conspiracy. 

« Sen^ Know» ^ifikms, when such patoy slaves presume 
To mix in treason* iS tiie filot succeeds^ 
They're thrown neglected by ; but, if it fiuk» 
They're sure to die like dogs, as you shaU do. 
Hei^, take these i^UOtts oo^sters^ drag them forth 
To sodden death-**- 

«< Tis true^ indeed, the second leader says, there are 
none there but friends ; but is thkt possible at such a 
juncture l Can a parcel of rogues attempt to assassi- 
nate the governor erf a town of war, in his own house, 
in mid-day ? and, after they tire discovered, and defeat^ 

E 3 
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edycfto t&ere b^ "Q&oe ne»r them ImiI foieods:! Ilu it Bot 
pliiii,^<»s fii^se words of ^efiipfoiiiu% 

'' Here* Uke these factioii9 mosstets* drag them ^;^th 
To sudden deathr— 

^ tt' Arid from the entrance of the guards upon the word 
of command, that those guards ^cre within ear-shot ? 
Behold Semproius then palpkbly discovered, Efcw 
comes It to pass, then, that instead of being hanged up 
with the rest, he remains secure in the govemorV hall, 
and there carries on his conspiracy against the govern- 
ment, the third time In the same day, which his old 
comrade Syphax, who enters at the same tia^ that the 
guards are earring away the leaders, big with the news 
of the defeat of Sempronius ; though where he hadliis 
intelligence so soon is difficult to imagine? And now 
the reader' may expect a very extrdordinary scene; 
there is not abundance of spirit indeed, nor a great deal 
of passion, but there is wisdom more thah enough to 

supply all defects. 

.-.-'■ ^ ' -.-•-''.• 

Sifph' Our first deatgii» mylneDds, has psov^ aboj^ve ^ 
StiQ there remains an after-^me to play : 
My troopd ave mtsiinted^ their Ktmudiati atooda 
SnuflTup the winda, And 4Qn^ t« acour the desert. , 
Let but Seroproniuslead ua in ourd^ht, 
' We'll force the gate, where Marcus k^epa iusgusurd^ 
And beW^dovrnail .tl|uM>waci^ opp<^otir paa«R^ 
' A day will bring us into .Caeaar's camp. 

<' Sen^, €onfuaion4 { have ^tkd of half may^paqftoee ; 
Masc>a» the charming Msffd^'s left behind. 

^^ W^ ! but though he tells us the half purpose he has 
failed of, he does not tell us the half that he has earned* 
Bat what does he mean by 

*' Mama, the charming Marcia's left behind ? 



^«^ i^r, jnor hf^ of h^, pmf wheF^ #l9e KmM) th« 
playbegaii. But now tot H^ hW Sypbax : 

" What hinders then, but that you. find her oo^ 
^ And harry her away hy manly force i 

<^ But what 4oo9. old Syphax mean by j^iuling her out^ 
They talk as if she yrere as hard to be fpus^ as a bare 

iua frosty mornings . ; 

** Semp, But how to gain adnusaion i 
^ Oh I she is found oyt then» it seems. 

Buf^how to gtdn admission ! for access 
'- la given to none, hut Jdba and her brothers. 

f< But r;aillery. apart, ;Hrhy. access to Jiiba,! For be was 
owned and. received fi» a Ip^^^ neither by t^e &ther 
1^' by the d^^xi^gb^au- Wge)l ! b^t let that paM« Syphax 
puts Sempronitts out of pain incunediateiy; aod^ being 
a Numidian» abounding 4n xf'ilc^^ supplies him with a 
atra^gem for admisision that, I believe, is a non-pareiUe. 

" Syph, Thou shalt have Juba^s dress, and Juba's guards. 
The doors will oi^n when Nujnidia't prince 
Seemi to appear befere them. 

« Seihpronlus is, H seems, to pass for Juba m fall day 
at Cato's bouset where they were both so very well 
known, by having Juba'adres&and his guards; as if one 
of the marshals- of France cpuld pass for the>duke of 
Bavaria at noon-day, at Versailles, by having his dress 
and- liveries. But how does Syphax pretend to help 
Semproniua to young Juba's dress ? Does he serve him 
In a, dotibje Qapacity, as a general and master of his ward^ 
robe I But why Juba's guards ? For the devil of any 
yuatds baa Juba ^j^peared with yet. WetU though 



tbfe is a mighty palide nrentioRy yett VMtbnka, tlief 
niglit hare dobe widiMt k ; fefy lifice the aitnce that 
Spjhtt gave to Sempranis waSf 

«« To tmny iMr away bjr iD«a]y^0M«iB^ 

<*iDiii)r opinloiiy the shortcat and Skelieat wayof eomiag 
at the lady was by demolishliig, instead pf puttbg oo 
an impertbent dbgiuse to circumvent two or three 
slaves. But Sempromusi it seemsi is ef another opkuoo. 
He eztob to the skiei the inveudoo of old Syphax : 

** Bem^ Heavens ! vfaat a ti^glit was there ! 



^ Now I apiieal to the reader if I haverooC been as 
good as my wpid. Did I nqttell him» that I would toy 
before lum a very irtie scene ? 

<<Bttt DOW iet ttB lay before tfie reader that part of ^he 
scenery of the fourth act Which may shew the absurdly 
ties wlUch the author has run imo through the hii&« 
creet observance .of the uflby of plaee* Idonotremem^ 
\itt that Aristotle has said any thi^g ejcpressfy concern* 
ing the unity of place. 'Tis true^ implicitly he has said 
enough in the roles which he has. laid, down for the 
chorus. For, by making the choros an essential part 
of tragedy, and by bringiog it on the stage immediately 
after the opemag of the scene, andretiinii^ it till the 
very catastrophe, he has so determined and fixed the 
place of action^ that it was imposdihle for an author on 
the Grecian stage to break through that unkyv i sitf 
of oj^inion, that if a modem traijk poet tan preservolhe 
unity of place without destroying the probabtUty of the 
incidental ^tis always best for him to doit ; because, by 
the preserving of that umty, as we have tidien notice 
above, he adds g^race, and cSe^^mess^ atid comliness, tb 
Ihp representation. But Since there are no express 
rules about it and we are under no compulsieii to heep 
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it9.4nce we hasre no €honi8 as the Grecian poet had, if 
k cannot be preserved without renderios^ the greater 
part |of the incidents unreasonable and absurd, and 
perhaps somelimes monstrous, 'tis certainly better to 
break if. 

*^ Now. comeis. bully Sempronius, comically accou^ 
tred and equipped with his Numidian dress and his 
Numidian guards* Let the reader attend to him with 
all his em} for the words of the wise are precious: 

^JSmp. The deerialsdg'd.Py* Ipsck'd her tp her corwt" 

^Jifow I would fain know why this deer is saidto1>e 
lodged, since we have not heard one word since the plaf 
began, of her being at all out of harbour ; and if we con- 
sider the discourse with Which ^le and Lucia begiu the 
a<^, we have reason tobefieve that they had- hardly been 
feilttxSg oi « such matters in -the street. However, to 
pl e aaar e Semppoains, let tis suppose, Ibr once, that the 
deer ia'ledged. ^ 



«c 



The deer is lod^fd, Pve tracls^d her jto her covert, 



j» 



<* If he bad seen her in the open field, what occasion 
had he to track her, when he had so many Numidian 
dc^at his beelSy whichi with, one halloo, be might have 
a|N: upon her haimches? If he did not see her in the 
qpen field, how could he possibly track her ? If he had 
se^herinthe street».why did he not set upon her in 
the street, sfaice through the street she must be earned 
at last? NpW here, injitead of having his thoughts up- 
on, his bitsteess, and upon the present danger; instead 
of meditathig and contriving how he shall pass with^ 
bis i9iistrei» . through, the southern gate, (where her 
brotber Mag|M is a;)on the guard, imd where he would 
eertainly prove an impec&aeBt to hini)) which is the 
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Roman word for the baggage ; instead ^ dc»|ig thi% 
;5«iiipn»Diua ia ^nlertaiiuiig hvoafetf with wbioiuea : 

« 4bH>. How wiH the young Namidiui ntve to tee' 
fifis mistress kwt! If au^ cotBd glad my soolj 
Beyond the enjoyment of so i>flgtit a pme* 
n*woi|I(i be to tor^ire that young* gay bsrbanah, . 
. B«t bask ) whiA noised Death to fi^ hopes S^tisbe, , 
'tis Juba's self! Tbere is but one wigr left ! 
He must be murdered, and a passage cut 
Through those bis guards* 

^ Pray, what are those his gixards? I thought at fire- 
aent, that Jiiba'a guards had been Semprooiua'a toc^^ 
lAd had been dai^ling after hia heels. 

^ But now let us sum up dl these ab&urdities together. 
Semproniua -goes at noon-^yi ,in Juba'a .clothes a^ 
with Juba's guards, to Cato's palace* in order ^o paf9 fiir 
Juba> m a ^ place whero th^ were both so ittf weU 
toown; hie meet Jnha^there^ and reaolveAto munler 
him with his own guards. Upon the f uards^ ftppc^rfa^ 
JV:lit^ b«sliAilt' fase thntateaa thenu ' , " < 

^ Hah t dastards, do you tremble ! 

Or act tike men \ oi^ by yon azure heavett-<- 

^^ But the guards stiU remuning resttvey Sempromas 
himself attacks Juba* wh3e each of the guards is repre- 
s<^nUng Mr* Spectator^i sign of the Qnper, awed, k 
seems, and terrified by Semprontus's threatif* Juha Wih 
Sempronius» and takes bis own angiy prisoneh^ and 
carries them .in triumph, away to Cato« Now L Would 
^ fain know if any part ofJMr. Bayes*s tragf^y is^ so fell 
of absurdity ttft this* 

^ Upon hearing the clash of swnrdS) Loeia and Mar* 
eia come in. The quesUw is, why ho nien,coD|ie> ia 
upon hearing tha .noise of swoi^a in ti|| govecnor's 
hall? Wherftwas thago^Ofaibrbimflf^^befewei^ 
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bk KwMs? Wliere wer^e hki aervmtsr Such w at- 
tetnpt 89 thw^ ao netor the, pexsoD of a gpvemdr erf a 
place of iram was enough to alarm the whole garrison ; 
and yet, for almost half an hour after Sempronlus waa 
lEilLed> we fin^ npiie of . those appear who were the 
likeliest la the world io be alarmed; and the fioiae of 
swordsismade to draw only two poor women thither) 
who were most certain to run away from it. tJpon Lu- 
cia aod^ Marcia's coming invLucia appears in all the 
^rmptiaiii^ of a hysterical gentlewoman : , 

^ Luc, Sure twM the dash of swords J my troabled heart 
la SO cast down, and suak amidst its sorrows^ 
it throbs: with fear, and aches at evei^ sound !** 

■ .- - - ' . ' •' ' . . ■ 

^A^A iinsdiately her old whimjqr rettta9.uipon her 

*^0 l£6t^ should thy brokers, for my sike-^ 
I (fie awi^ wi6iheid»rat the bought 

^ ^e foideji that there ^an be no cutting of throats, hut 

k must be for lier. If this is tragical^ I^ would &in 

know what is cottiical. Well! upon t^s thcf s{^ the 

bbdy of Semproiiius ; and Marcia^ deluded by the habiti 

it se^ims, takes him for Jubk ; for^ si^ she^ 

' ' - - ' '■ • ' ' , 

** The ftce is muffied up within the gaoment. ' 

' ^ ^oW) how a man ceold fight, and fell wkh his &ee 
undlediip in h!a ganh^t, is, I ttunk a little hard to 
concciirel Beodeay Jul^ befere he kHjed him, knew 
hiiifl to be &eiii]^roiilus^ k was iiot by his garment that 
he ktiew tbb ; it waft.b]r Ua fiice then : h& face there- 
11^ was not muAed^: Upon seemg tl»& man with his 
muffled foce^*^Marcla Mis a-raving^ and, owning her 
j^arion&r the BUppoveddeAmct, begins to make his 
^neral. oraiioo*^ Upon which Juba enters listening,! 
siippope otk tip-toe I for I cannot imagine how any one 
caa enter iHatenhig in any otheis posture. I would fsao 
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liad sent iidbody} no, not «a <mieb as a xnmdle^Mii^ 
to take airay the dead b^d; of Semptoiii^a* Weill but 
let^us regard, him listei^ii|^« Having left hii Mpj^ 
henaion behind htm^ ^» at first, apfiiies ^rhat jMaitda 
says to Seihprohius. jBut finding aiksty with tfiuiii 
ad(H thatlie himself is thb happy man^ he^ quits his eyi^ 
dropping,' and discovers liiniself just time enough Uk 
prevent hb being cuckolded by a dead ihaO) of whom 
the mon^ent before (le had appeared so jealous ;' and 
grecdify intercepts the 1>iisa which was fondly des^hed' 
Ibr one: who could not be the better for It. ' But here I 
must mkL a^ifcieition : How comes Juba to listen het«, 
wbo4Mkd aot tislened tielbee throQgho^ the play ? Or 
how conies h« lo be tkfrtmly pejsoft <tfthia.tfa^edy.wW 
listens, when love, andtreaso^i wore ao-'Oltei} t^iAie^'iil 
so public a place as a hall ? I anr ^tCcaid the auMJ^Wfa 
driven up9ir- all iheso^ al^urdjiUes. ioaoJytp intiXMklce tkis 
miserable mistake of" Marcta, .whicht a&ec, i^» is n^^ufik 
below the dignity of tragedy, as :aiqr tlmig is. which is 
the efltect or result of trick. ^- 

<« But let us couie to the scenery of the fifth act. Cato 
appears first upon the scene, sitting in a. thoughtful 
postureri^ his hand l*lato*s treatise on the Immorulity 
of fheSoulv a d^wn swofd oh the table by liim. Now 
let u4 consider tlie phiceh in which thk* sight is present- 
ed to us. The i>lace, forsooth, ia a long hall, tet us 
suppestt, that any 1X10 should place - hknself m this pos- 
ture, in theimi&t^f one «^^ ourhaQs In^liondGn ; tW B6 
^ouldi^ifear toiusM a Milten posture, a^drawil^i^word 
on the table by him; inlui. hand" Pistols treatise on tto 
Immortality of the ^Soul, trafisl^ted^ lale]^ by BemMI 
lintot 1 1 de^re the reader to eontdder, whotSter suck^i 
person as this would pass, with them who beheld him, 
fior a great patriot, a great philosopherjror di general, er 
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some vrhiois^cal person, who fancied himself all these ? and 
whether the people who belonged to the family would 
think that such a person had a design upon Uieir midriffs 
or his own ? 

" In short) that Cato should sit long enough in the afore - 
said posture, in the midst of this large hall, to read over 
Flato's treatise on the Immortatity of the Soul, which is a 
lecture of two long hours ; that he should pn)pQ0e to him- 
self to be private there upon that occasion ; that he should 
kt angry with his son for intrudug there ; then, that tee 
should leave this hall upon the pretence of sleep, give 
himself the mortal wound in 4iiB bedthamber, and then be 
brought back into that hall toeicpire, purely to show his 
good-breeding, and save his friends the trouble of coming up 
to his bedchamber ; all this appears to me to lie iiaproba* 
hie, incredible, impossible/' 

8uch is the censure of Dennis, There is, as Dryden 
expresses it, perhaps ** too much horse-pky in his rail* 
lery ; but if his jests are coarse^ his arguments are Strang* 
Tet| as we love better to be pleased than be taught) Cato 
is read and the critic is neglected. 

Flushed with consdousaess of these detections of absur* 
dhy in the conduct, he afterwards attacked the sentiments 
of Cato ; but he then amused himself with petty cavils 
and minute objections. 

Of Addison's smaller poems» no particular mention is 
necessary ; they have little that can employ or require a 
critic The parallel of the Princes and Gods in his verses 
to Kneller, is often happy, but is too well known to be 
quoted. 

His translations^ so far as I have compared them^ waot 
the exactness of a scholar. That he understood his au- 
thors cannot be doubted ; but his versions will not teach 
Vol. II. h 
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Others to understand them, being too iicentiously para- 
phrastical. They are, however, for-the most part, smooth 
and easy ; and, what is theiirst excellence of a translator, 
such as may be read with pleasure by those who do not 
know the originals. 

His poetry is polished and pure ; the product of a mind 
too judicious to commit faults, but not sufficiently yigoroas 
to attain excellence. He has sometimes a striking line, or 
a shining paragraph ; but in the whole he is warm rather 
than fervid , and shows more dexterity than strength. He 
was however one of our earliest examples of correctness. 

The versification which he had learned from Diyden he 
debased rather than refined. His rhymes are often disso- 
nant ; in his Georgic he admits broken lines. He uses 
both triplets and Alexandrines, but triplets more frequently 
in his translations than his other works. The mere struc- 
ture of verses seems never to have engaged much of his 
care. But his lines are very smooth in .Rosamond and too 
smooth in Cato. 

Addison is now to be considered as a critic ; a name 
which the present generation is scarcely willing to allow 
him. His*criticism is condemned as tentative or experi- 
mental) rather than scientific; and he is considered as 
deciding by taste* rather than by principles* 

It is not uncommon for those who have grown wise by 
the labour of others to add a little of their own, and 
overlook their masters.. Addison is now despised by some 
who perhaps would never have seen his defects, but by the. 
lights which he afforded them. That he always wrote as 
he would think it is necessary to write now, cannot be af-, 
firmed ; his instructions were such as the characters. of 

'''Xa^te must decide. Warton. C. 
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his readers made proper. That general knowledge which 
now circulates in common talk was in his time rarely to be 
found. Men not professing learning were not ashamed of 
ignorance ; and, in the female world , any acquaintance 
with books was distinguished only to be censured. His 
purpose was to infuse literary curiosity, by gentle and un-- 
suspected conveyance, into the gay, the idle, and the 
wealthy y he therefore presented knowledge in the most 
alluring form, not lofty and austere, but accessible and 
familiar. When he showed them their defects, he showed 
them likewise that they might be easily supplied. His 
attempt succeeded ; inquiiy was awakened, and compre- 
(lension expanded. An emulation of intellectual elegance 
was excited ; and, from this time to our own, life has been 
gradually exalted, and conversation purified and enlarged. 

Dryden had, not many years befoi'c, scattered criticism 
over his prefaces with very little parsimony .; but though 
Ue sometimes condescended to be somewhat familiar, his 
manner wa» in general too scholastic for those who had yet 
their rudiments to leanii and found it not easy to under- 
stand their master. His observations were framed rather 
for those that were learning to write, than for those that 
read only to talk. 

An instructor like Addison was now wanting, whose 
remarks, being superficial, might be easily understood, and 
being just, might prepare the mind for more attainments. 
Had he presented Paradise Lost to the public with all the 
pomp of system and severity of science, the criticism would 
perhaps have been admired and the poem still "have been 
neglected ; but by the blandishments of gentleness and fa- 
cility he has made Milton an universal favourite, with 
whom every class think it necessary to be pleased* 

He descended now and then to lower disquisitions ; and 
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by a serious display of the beauties of C/tevy-Chuae, ex-^ 
posed himself Co the lidicule of Wagstaffe, who bestowed 
a like pompous character on 7^m Thumb ; and to the coiv* 
tempt of Dennis, whoy considering the fundamental posi- 
tion of his criticism » that Chevy- Chaae pleases, and ought 
to please ). because it is natural, observes, *< that there is a 
way of deviating from nature, by bombast or humour, 
which soars above nature, and enlarges images beyond 
their real bulk ; by affectation, which forsakes nature in 
quest of something unsuitable ; and by imbecility, whicli 
degrades nature by faintness and dimunition, by obscuring its 
appearances, and weakening its effects." In Chevy "Chaae 
there is not much of either bombast or affectation ; but there 
is chill and lifeless imbecility. The story cannot possibly 
be told in a manner that shall make less impression o(i 
tybe mind. 

Before the profound observers of the present race 
repose too securely on the consciousness of their superiority 
to Addison^ let them consider his remarks on Ovid, in 
which may be found specimens of criticism sufficiently 
subtle and refined : let them peruse likewise his essays on 
Wii and GQ the Fieaaures qf Imagination^ in which he 
founds art on the base of nature, and draws the principles 
of invention from dispositions inherent in the mind of man 
with skill and elegance,* such as his contemners will not 
easily attain. 

As a describer of life and manners, he must be allowed 
to stand perhaps the first of the first rank. His humour, 
which) as Steele observes, is peculiar to himself t is so hap- 
pily difihsed as to give the grace of novelty to domestic scenes 
and daily occurrences. He never <* outsteps the modesty 

*Far« in Br. Warton's opiniooi beyond Bryden. C. 
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of nature)" ncu* raises merriment or wonder bf the violation 
of truth. His figures neither divert by distortion nor 
amaze by aggravation. He cq)ie8 life with so much fide* 
lity that he can be hardly said, invent ; yet his exhibi- 
tions have an air so much original, that it is difilcult to sup- 
pose them not merely the product- of imagination. 

As a teacher of wisdom, he may be confidently followed. 
His religion has nothing in it enthusiastic or superstitious ; 
lie appears neitbes weakly credulous nor wantonly scepti* 
cal ; his morality is neither dangerously lax nor impracti* 
cably rigid. All the enchantment of fancy and all the 
cogency of argument are emplpyed to recommend' to the 
reader his real interest, the care of pleasing the author of 
his being. Truth is shown sometimes as the phantom of 
a vision ; sometimes appears half- veiled in an allegory ; 
sometimes attracts regard in the robes of fancy; and 
sometimes steps forth in the confidence of reason. She 
wears f, thousand dresses^ and in all is pleasing. 

*' Mille habet oraatuB«.mille decenter habet.'* ' 

His prose is the model of the middle style ; on grave 
subjects not formal, on light occasions not groveling ; pure 
without scrupulosity, and esact without apparent elabora- 
tion ; always equable and always ea^y^ without glowinf; 
words or pointed sentences. Addison neverdeviates from his . 
track to snatch a grace ; he seeks no ambitious ornaments 
and tries no hazardous innovations. His page is always 
fumhious,. but never blazes in unexpected splendour. 

It was apparently his principal endeavour to avoid all 
harshness and severity of diction ; he is therefore some- 
times verbose in his transitions and connections, and some- 
times descends too much to the language of conversation ; 

2.L 
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yet if his language had been less idioniatical» it might 
have lost somewhat of its genuine Anglicism. What he 
attempted, he performed : he is never feeblei and he did 
not wish to he energetic ;* he is never rapidy and he never 
stagnates. His sentences have neither studied amplitude 
nor affected brevity; his periods, though not diligently 
rounded, are vduble and easy. Whoever wishes to attain 
an English style, familiar but not coarsei and elegant but 
not ostentatious, must give his days and nights to the vo- 
lumes of Addison. 

* But, says Dr. Warton, he fometimes is so ; and in another 
MS» note he adds, often so. C. 
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John hughes, the son of a citizen ia Londdn, 
and of Anne Burgess, of an ancient family in Wiltshire,, 
was bom at Marlborough, July 29, 1677. He was educated 
at a private school ; and though his advances in literature 
are, in the BiografiMa^ very ostentatiously displayed, the 
name of his master is somewhat ungratefully (yncealed.*" 

At nineteen he drew the plan of a tragedy ; and para- 
phrased, rather too profusely, the ode of Horace which 
begins *' Integer Vits " To poetry he added the science 
of music, in which he seems to have attained considerable 
skill» together with the practice of design , or rudiments of 
painting* 

His studies did not withdraw him wholly from business^ 
nor did business hinder him from study. He had a place 
in the office of ordinance ; and was secretary to several 
commissions for purchasing lands necessary to secure the 
royal docks at Chatham and Porstmouth; yet found time 
to acquaint himself with modem languages. 

♦ He was educated in a dissenting academy, of which the Rev. 
liCr. Thomas Rowe was tutor i and was a fellow student there 
with Dr. Isaac Watts, Mr. Samuel Say, and other persons of emi- 
nence. In the ** Horae Lyricae'* of Dr. Watts is a poem to the 
memory of Mr. Rowe. H. 
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In 1697 he published a poem on the Peace of Ryavfick / 
ani in 1699 another pieee, called The Court ofJ^efitutUj 
on the return of kin§ William, which he addressed to Mr 
Montague, the general patron of the followers of the Muses. 
The same year he produced a song on the Duke of Glou- 
cester's birth -day. 

He did not confine himself to poetry, but cultivated 
other kinds of writing with great success ; and about this 
time showed his knowledge of human nature by an Maaay 
9n the fileasure of being deceived. In 1702 he published, 
on the death of king William, a Pindaric ode, called The 
Itouse of USfasaau ; and wrote another paraphrase on the 
Qtium Divoa of Horace. 

In 1703 his ode ou music was performed atStationer^s 
Hall ; and he wrote afterwards six cantatas, whieh were 
set to music by the greatest master of that time, and 
seemed intended to oppose or exclude the Italian opera, an 
exotic and irrational entertainment whichbas been always 
combated; and always has prevailed. 

His reputation was now- so far advanced, that -the pub- 
lic began to pay reverence to his name ; and he was soli- 
cited to prefix a preface to the translation of BoccaUni^ a 
writer whose satyrical vein cost him his life in Italy, and 
who never, I believe, found many readers in thi»countryi 
even though introduced by sueh poweiful^recommenda- 
tibn. 

Hetranslated Fontenelle's 'DMoguea ^ the De<id; andr 
his versi6n was perhaps read at that time,- but is now ne- 
glected ; for by a book not necessary, and''0wing its repu* 
tation wholly to its turn of diction, little notice can be gained 
but from those who can enjoy the graces of the original/. 
To the dialogues of Fontenelle he added two composed by 
nimself ; and^ though not only an honest but a pious mon^ 
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dedicated his work to the earl of Whartoo. He judged 
skilldlly ttKHigh of his own interest ; for Wharton, when 
he went lord lleatenant to Ireland, offered to take Hughes 
with hitn and establish him ; but Hnghes, having hopes, ov 
promises, from another man in power, of some provision 
more suitable to his ioclination, declined Wharton's oflfer« 
and obtained nothing from the other. 

He translated the AGser of Molieres which he never 
oftred to the stage; and occasionally amused himself 
with making versions of favourite scenes in other plays. 

Being now received as a wit among the wits, he paid his 
c<sntributians to literary undertakings, and assisted both 
the ntler^ SficctatoVf and Guardtan* In 1712 he trans- 
lated Vertot's history of the EevoluHon ^Portugal, pro- 
duced an Ode to the Creator qf the vforidt from the/rag^ 
menta qf Orfiheua^ and brought upon tiie stage an opera 
called Cali/uo mnd TelemacuM^ intended to show that the 
lUiglish language might be very happily adapted to music. 
This was impudently opposed by those who were employ* 
ed in the Italian opera ; and, what cannot be tdd without 
indignation, the intruders had such inteiest with the duke 
qS, Shrewsbury, then lord chamberlain) who had married 
an Italian, as to obtain an obstruction of the profits, though 
not an inhibition of the performance. 

There tilts at this time a project formed by Tonson for 
a translation of the Pharaalia by several hands ; and 
Hughes Englished the tenth tKx>k. But this design, as 
must often happen when the concurrence of many is neces- 
sary, fell to the ground ; and the whole work was after- 
wards performed by Rowe. 

His acquaintance with the great writers of his time ap- 
pears to have been very general ; but of his intimacy with 
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Addison there is a remarkable proof. It is told qd good 
authority, that Cato was finished and played by hb persua- 
sion. Ithad long wanted the last act, which he was desired, 
by Addison to supply. If the request was sincere, it 
proceeded from an opinion, whatever it was, that did not 
last long J for when Hughes came in a week to shew him 
his first attempt, he found half an act written by Addison 

hiihselfv 

He afterwards published the W(M*ks of Sfientrr^ with his 
life, a Glossary, and a discourse on Allegorical poetry ; a 
work for which he was well qualified as a judge of the 
beauties of writing, but perhaps wanted an antiquary's 
knowledge of the obsolete words. He did not much revive 
the curiosity of the public ; for near thirty years elapsed 
before his edition was reprinted. The same year produced 
his jipoUo and Dafikne^, of which the success was very 
earnestly promoted by Steele^ who, when' the rage of* a 
party did not misguide him j; seems to have been a man of 
boundless benevolence. 

Hughes had hitherto sufiered the mortifications of a- 
narrow fortune ; but in 1717 the lord chancellor Cowper 
set him at ease, by making him secretary to the oommis* 
sions of the peace : in which he afterwards, by a particular 
I'cquest, desired his successor lord Parker to continue him . 
He had now affluence ; but such is human life, Ikat he had 
it when his declining health could neither allow him long 
possession nor quick enjoyment. 

His last work was his tragedy, the Siege of Damascus y 
after which a Scige became a popular litle.. This play, 
which still continues on the stage, and* of which it is un- 
necessary to add: a private voice to such continuance of 
approbation, 4s not acted or printed according to the au- 
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thor's original draagbt or his settled intention. He had 
made Pkocyas apostatize from his reiligion ; after which 
the abhorrence of Eudocia would have been reasonable , his 
inisery would have been just, and the horrors of his repen- 
tance exemplary. The players, however, required that 
the guilt of Phocyas should terminate in desertion to the 
enemy ; and Hughes, unwilling that his relations should 
lose the benefit of his work, complied with the alteration. 

He was now weak with a lingering consumption, and 
not able to attend the rehearsal, yet was so vigorous in his 
faculties that only ten days before his death he wrote the 
dedication to his patron lord Cowper. On February IT, 
1719—20, the play was represented and the author died. 
He lived to hear that it was well received ; but paid no 
regard to the intelligence, bemg then wholly employed in 
the meditations of a departing christian. 

A man of his character was undoubtedly regretted'; and 
Steele devoted an essay, in the paper called The Theatre^ 
to the memory of his virtues. His life is written in the 
Biographia with some degree of favourable partiality ; and 
an account of him is prefixed to his works by his relation 
the late Mr. Buncombe, a man whose blameless elegance 
deserved the same respect. 

The character of his genius I shall transcribe from the 
correspondence of Swift and Pope. 

" A month ago," says Swift, ** were sent me over, by a 
friend of mine, the works of John Hughes, esquire. They 
are in prose and verse. I nevbr heard of the man in my life, 
yet I find your name as a subscriber. He is too grave a poet 
for me ; and I think among the mediocrists in prose as well 
as verse." 
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To this Pope returns : ^ To «iswer ^our questioti as to 
Mr. Hughes : what he Uranted hi gemas, he made ap as an 
honest man ; bat he was ol the class yon think him.'** 

In Spence*8 coHectioo Pope is made to speak of him with 
still less respect, as haiing no claim to poetteal reputation 
hot from his tragedy. 

* This, Dr. Warton asserts, is very unjust censure ; and, in a 
note in his late edition of Pope's works, asks if ** the anthar of 
such a tragedy as Tke Siege qf DamoMcue was one of the 
mediHfikm? Swift and Fope seem not to recoUeot the rakie and 
rankef an tnthor whojcoold write such a tragedy." C. 
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DUKE OF BUCKINGHAMSHIRE, 



John Sheffield, descended from a lon^ series 
of illustrious ancestors, was born 1649, the son of Edmund 
earl of Mulgrave, who died in 1 658. The young lord was 
put into the hands of a tutor, with whom he was so little 
satisfied, that he got rid of him in a short time, and at aa 
age not exceeding twelve years resolved to educate him- 
self. Such a purpose, formed at such an age, and success- 
fally prosecuted) delights, as it is strange, and instructs, 
as it is real. 

His literary acquisitions are more wonderful, as those 
years in which they are commonly made were spent by 
him in the tumult of a military life or the gaiety of a Sburt. 
When war was declared against the Dutch, he went, at 
seventeen, on board the ship in which prince Rupert and 
the duke of Albermarle sailed, with the command of the 
fleet ; but by contrariety of winds they were restrained 
from action. His zeal for the king's service was recom- 
pensed by the command of one of the iudepen^gnt troops 
of horse, then raised to protect the coast. 

Next year he received a summons to parliament^ 
wiiich, as he was tlien but eighteen years old, the earl of 
Northumberland censured as at leasrt indecenti and his 
Vol. II. M 
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objection was allowed. He had a quarrel with the earl of 
Rochester, which he has perhaps too ostentatiously related, 
as Rochester's surviving sister, the lady Sandwich, is ssdd 
to have told him with very sharp reproaches. 

When another Dutch war (1672) broke out, he went 
again a volunteer in the ship which the celebrated lord 
Ossory commanded ; and there made, as he relates, two 
curious remarks : 

*' I have observed two things, which I dare affirm 
tl^ough not generally believed. One was, that the wind of 
a cannon bullet, though flying never so near, is incapable 
of doing the least harm ; and, indeed, were it otherwise, 
no man above deck would escape. The other was^ that a 
great shot may be sometimes avoided, even as it flies by 
changing one's ground a little ; for, when the wind some* 
times blew away the smoke, it was so clear a sun-shiny 
day, that we could easily perceive the bullets (that were 
balf spent) fall into the water, and frbm thence bound up 
9gain among us, which gives sufficient time for making a 
s.te|> or two on any side ; though in so swift a motion, 'tis hard 
to judge well in what line the bullet comeS| which, if mis- 
take, may by removing cost a man his life, instead of 
saving it." 

His behaviour was so favourably represented by lord 
Ossoiy, that he was advanced to the command of tlie Catha- 
rine, the best second-rate ship in the navy, 

He afterwards raised a regiment of foot, and command- 
ed it a? colonel. The land-forces were sent ashore by 
prince Rupert ; an^ he lived in the camp very familiarly 
with Schomberg, He was then appointed colonel of the 
old Holland regiment, together with his own, and had the 
|>romise of a garter, which he obtained in his twenty- fifth 
year. He was likewise mad^ gentleman of the bed-cham« 
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bcr. He afterwards went into the French service, to learn 
the art of war under Turenne, but staid only a short time* 
Being by the duke of Monmouth opposed in his pretensions 
to the first troop of horse-guards, he, in return, made 
Monmouth suspected by the duke of York. He was not 
long after, when the unlucky Monmouth fell into disgrace 
recompensed with the lieutenancy 'cf Yorkshire and the 
government of Hull. 

Thus rapidly did he make his way both to military and 
civil honours and employments ; yet, busy as he was, he 
did not neglect his stu^^s, but at least cultivated poetry ; 
in which he must have been early considered as uncom* 
monly skilful* if it be true which is reported, that, when 
he was not yet twenty years old, his recommendation ad- 
vanced Dryden to the laurel. 

The Moors having besieged Tangier, he was sent (1680) 
with two thousand men to its relief. A strange story, is 
told of the danger to which he was intentionally exposed 
i J a leaky ship, to gratify some resentful jealousy of the 
king, whose health he therefore would never permit at his 
table till he saw himself in a safer place. His voyage was 
prosperously performed in three weeks ; and the Moors 
without a contest retired before him. 

In this voyage he composed The Vision ; a licentious 
poem 'y such as was fashionable in those times, with little 
power of invention or propriety of sentiment. 

At his return he found the king kind, who perhaps had 
never been angry ; and he continued a wit and a courtier 
as before. 

At the succession of king James, to whom he was inti- 
mately known^ and by whom he thought himself beloved, 
he naturally expected still brighter sunshine ; but all 
know how soon that reign began to gather clouds. His 
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expectations were not disappointed ; he was imm^iatel^ 
sdmitfed into tHb privy -cooncil, and made lord chain* 
berlain. He accepted a place in the high commission^ 
without knowledge, as he declared after the revelation, of 
its illegality. Having few religious scruples, he attended 
the king to maHs, and kneeled with the rest, hut had no 
disposition to receive the Romish faith or to force it upon 
others ; for when the priests, encouraged by his appear* 
ances of compliance, attempted to convert him, he told 
tikem, as Bttrnet has recorded, that he was willing to 
receive instruction, and that he hpd taken much paias to 
believe in God who had made the world and all men in 1(; 
hut that he should not be easily persuaded that man wt9 
quUa^ and made God again, 

A pointed sentence is^estowed by successive ttansmis- 
lion to the last whom it will fit ; this censure of transub- 
stantiation, whatever be its value, was uttered long ago 
by Anne Askew, one of the first sufferers for the Protes- 
tant religion, who in the time of Henry VIII. was tortured 
in the Tower ; concerning which there is reason to wonder 
that it was not known to the historian of the reformatton. 

In the revolution he acquiesced, though he did not pro- 
mote it. There was once a design of associating him in the 
invitation of the prince of Orange ; but the earl of Slirews- 
bury discci>raged the attempt, by declaring that Mulgi^ave 
would never concur. This king William afterwards told 
him ; and asked what he would have done if the proposal 
had been made : ** Sir,*' said he, "I would have discovered 
it to the king whom I then served.*' To which king 
William replied, *< I cannot blame you." 

Finding king James irremediably excluded, he voted 
for the conjunctive sovereignty, upon this principle, that he 
thought the title of the prince and his consort equal, and ft 
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woirid please the prince tUieir proteefeor to have a ohare ui 
the sovereignty. Thb vote gratified king William r fe«, 
either by the king's distTQst or 1ms own discontent, he lived 
some years without employ moirt. He looked on the kia|; 
with malevolence, and, if Ihs veraea or his prose may be 
credited, with contempt* He was, notwitl»tanding this 
averaon 4>v indtfefencev made marquis of Kormaady 
(1694), but 'still opposed the court on some important 
questions; yet at last he was received into the cablMl 
council) with a pensioii of three thousand pounds* 

At the accession of queen Anne, whom Re is said to have 
courte4 when they were both young, he was highly fa- 
voured. Before her coronation (170%) she made him tord 
privy seal, and soon after lord lieutesantof the North riding 
oL Yorkshire. He was then named commissioner for treat* 
ing with the Scots about the union; and was made next 
year, first, duke of Normandy, and then of Buckingham- 
shire, there being suspected to be somewhere a latent claim 
to the title of Buckingham. 

Soon after, becoming jealous of thedu ke of Marlborough, 
the resigned the privy seal, and joined the discontented toriea 
in a motion, extremely offensive to the queen, for inviting 
the princess Sophia to England. The queen courted hivfi 
back with an offer n» less than that of the chancellor^ip ; 
which he refused'. He now retired from business, and built 

r 

that house in the Park which is now the queen's, upoa 
ground granted by th^ crown. 

When the ministry was changed (1710), he was made 
lord chamberlain of the household, and concurred in all 
transactions of that time, except that he endeavoured |o 
protect the Catalans. After the queen's death, he became 
a cQostant eppoQeat cf the court ; and, havmg no publif 
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Ibosiness, is supposed to have amused himself by writing 
his two tragedies. He died February 24, 1720-21. 

He was thrice married : by his two first wives he had 
no children : by his third, who was the daughter of king 
James by the countess of Dtyrchester, and the widow of 
the earl of Anglesy, he had,' besides other children that 
died early, a son born in 1716, whodv&d 1735, and put an 
end to the line of Sheffield. It is observable, that the 
duke's three wives were widows. The duchess died 
in 1742, 

His character is not to be proposed as worthy of imita- 
ihn. His religion he may be supposed to have learned from 
Hobbes ; and his morality was such as naturally proceeds 
from loose opinions. His sentiments with r^pect to women 
he picked up in the court of Charlels; and his principles 
t^nceming property were such as a gaming-table supplies. 
He was censured as covetous, and has been defended by 
an instance of inattention to his afilairs, as if a n^an might 
not at once be corrupted by avarice and idleness. He is 
fiaidy however, to have had much tenderness, and to have 
been very ready to apologize for his violences of passion. 

He is introduced into this collection only as a poet ; 
and, if we credit the testimony of his contemporaries, he 
was a poet of no vulgar rank. But favour and flattery are 
now at an end ; criticism is no longer softened by his boun- 
ties or awed by his splendour, and, being able to take a 
(nore steady view, discovers him to be a writer that 
sometimes glimmers, but rarely shines, feebly laborious, 
and at be^t biit (H*etty. His songs are upon common 
topics ; he hopes, and grieves, and repents, and despairs, 
tind rejoices, like any other maker of little stanzas ;* to be 
j;rcat, he haxdly tries i to be gay, is hardly. in hiis power. 
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In the Ea^ay on Satire he.wa^ alwajrs supposed to 
have had the help of lUyden. His Essay on Poetry is 
the great wofk for \yhich he. was praised by Rjoscommon, 
Dryden, anfd Pope ; and doubtless by many more whose 
eulogies have perished, 

Upon this piece he appears to.have set a high value ; 
for he was aii his, life-time improving it by successive 
Fevisals, so that tfeere is scarcely.ai?y poem to be found of 
which the last edition differs more from the first. Amongst 
other changes, mention is made of some compositions of 
Dryden, which were written after the first appearance of 
the essay. 

At the time when this work first appeared, Milton's 
fame was not yet fully established, and therefore Tasso 
and Spenser were set before him. The two last lines 
were these. The epic poet, says he, 

IVIust above Milton's lefty flights prevail^ 
Succeed were great Torquato, and where greater Spenser, 
fail. 

Tl^e last line in succeeding editions was shortened, and 
the order of names continued ; but now Milton is at last 
advanced to the highest place, and the passage thus 
adjusted : 

Must above TassoV lofty flights prevail, 
Succeed where Spenser, and ev'n Milton falL 

Amendments are seldom made without some token of a 
rent : lofty does not suit Tasso so well as Milton. 

One celebrated line seems to be borrowed. The essay 
calls a perfect character. 

A fauldess monster, which the world ne'er saw. 

Scaliger, in his poems, terms Virgil sine labe momtrutn. 
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Sheflfield can scarcely be supposed to have read Scaliger's 
poetry ; perhaps h^ found the words in a quotation. 

Of this essay, which Dryden has exalted so highly, it 
may be justly said that the precepts are judicious, some- 
times new, and often happily expressed ; but there are, 
after all the emendations, many weak lines, and some 
strange appearances oi negligence ; as, when he gives the 
laws of elegy, he insists upon connection and coherence ; 
without which, says he, 

'Tis epigram, 'tis point, 'tis what ^'ou will : 
But not an eltgy, nor writ with skilly 
No panegyric, nor a Cooper's Hill. 

Who would not suppose that Waller*s panegyric and 
Denham's Cockers Hill were elegies ? 

His verses are often insipid, but his memoirs are lively 
and agreeable ; he had the perspicuity and elegance of an 
histohany but not the fire and fancy of a poet. 
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Matthew prior is o&e of those that have burst 
out from an obscure original to great eminence. He was 
born July 21, 1664, according to some» at Winbum in 
Dorsetshire, of I know not what parents ; others say, that 
lie was the son of a joiner of London : he was perhaps 
willing enough to leave his birth unsettled,* in hope, like 
Don Quixotte, that the historian of his actions might find 
him some illustrious alliance. 

He is supposed to have fallen, by his father^s death, 
kito the hands of his uncle, a vintnerf near Charingcross, 
who sent him for some time to Dr. Busby, at Westminster ; 
but, not intending to give him any education beyond that 
of the school, took him, when be was well advanced in 
literature, to his own house, where the earl of Dorset, 

* The difficulty of settling Prior's birth-place is great. In the 
register of his college ^ is called, at his admission by the 
president, Mattkevt Prior of Winbom in Middlesex ; by himself 
next day Matthew Prior of Dorsetshire, in which pouRty, not in 
Middlesex, Winbom or fVinbome, as it stands in the Villare, is 
found. When he stood candidate for his fellowship, five years 
afterwards, he was registefed agaifi by himself as of Middlesex, 
The last record ought to be preferred, because it was made 
upon oath. It is observable, that, as a native of fVinbome be is 
styled Filius Georgii Prior, generosi ; not consistently with the 
common account of the meanness of his birth. Dr. J. 

f Samuel Prior kept the Rummer tavern near Cbaring cross 
in 1685. Tke annual feast of the nobility and gentry living in 
the parish of St Martin in the Fields was held at his house, 
October 14, that year, K. 
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celebrated for patronage of genius, found him by chance, 
as Burnet relates, reading Horace, and was so well pleased 
with his proficiency, that he undertook the care and cost 
of his academical education. 

He entered his name in St. John's college at Cambridge 
in 1682, in his eighteenth year ; and it may be reasonably 
supposed that he was distinguished among his contempo- 
raries. He became a bachelor, as is usual, in four years ;* 
and two years afterwards wrote the poem on the Deity^ 
which stands first in his volume. 

It is the established practice of that college, to send 
cTcry year to the earl of Exeter some poems upon sacred 
subjects, in acknowledgment of a benefaction enjoyed by 
them from the bounty of his ancestor. .On this occasioa 
were those verses written, which, though nothing is said 
of their success, seem to have recommended him to some 
notice; for his praise of the countess's music, and his lines 
on the famous picture of Seneca, afford reason for imagi- 
ning that he was more, or less conversant with that family. 

The same year he published the City Mouse and 
Country Mouse^ to ridicule Dryden's Hind and Panther^ 
in conjunction with Mr. Montague. There is a storyf of 
great pain suffered, and of tears sheflv on this occasion, by 
Dryden, who thought it hard that*' an old man should be 
so treated by those to whom he had always been civiL'* By 
tales like these is the envy raised by superior abilities 
every day gratified : when they-ere attacked, every one 
hopes to see the.n humbled : what is hoped is readily 
believed, and what is believed is confidently told. Dryden 
had been more accustomed to hostilities than that such 

* He was admitted to his bachelor's degree in 1686 ; and t(i 
|iis master's, by mandate, in 1700. N. 
t Spence. 
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enemies sfaoold break his quiet ; and, if we can suppose 
him yexed, it would be hard to deny him sense enough to 
conceal his uneasiness. 

The City Mouse and Country Mouse procured its 
authors more solid advantages than the pleasure of fretting 
Dryden j for they were both speedily preferred. Montague, 
indeed, obtained the first notice, with some degree of 
discontent, as it seems, in Prior, who probably knew that 
his own part of the performance was the best. He had not, 
however, much reason to complain ; for he came to London, 
and obtained such notice, that (in 1 69 1) he was sent to the 
congress at the Hague as secretary to the embassy. In 
this assembly t)f princes and nobles, to which Europe has 
perhaps scarcely seen any thing equal, was formed the 
grand alliance agaiiist Louis, which at last did not pro- 
duce effects proportionate to the magnificence of the 
transaction. 

The conduct of Prior in this splendid initiation into pub- 
lic business was %o pleasing to king William, that he 
made him one of the gentlemen of his bed-chamber; and 
he is supposed to have passed some of the next years in 
the quiet cultivation of literature and poetry. 

The death of queen Mary (in 1695) produced a subject 
for all the writers ; perhaps no funeral was ever so poeti- 
cally attended. Dryden, indeed, as a man discountenanced 
and deprived, was silent ; .but scarcely any other maker 
of verses omitted to bring his tribute of tuneful sorrow. 
An emulation of elegy was universal. Maria's praise was 
nofe confined to the English language, but fills a great part 
of the Musa Anglicance, 

Prior, who was both a poet and a courtier, was too dili- 
gent to miss this opportunity of respect. He wrote a long 
ode, which was presented to the king^ by whom it was not 
likely to be ever read. 
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In twoyeaw lie was sccrctaiy t© afidthcr ^embassy, at 
•the treaty of Ryswick (in 169r»); and next year had the 
same office at the court of France, where be is said to 
have been considered with g^^eat <listiiiction. , 

As be was one day Burvejing the apartments art Ver- 
sailles, being shewn the victories of Louis, painted by Lc 
BruTv, and asked whether the king of England's palace 
had any such decorations; " The monuments of my 
master's Acticjus," said be, *• are to he seen every where 
but in his own house." V 

The pictures of "Le Btub ai»c not only in themselves 
SttflBcieirtly ostentatious, but were explained by inscrip- 
tions so arrogant, that Boileau and Racine thought it ne- 
cessary to make them move simple. 

He was in the following year at Loo with the king; 
from whom, after a long audience, he carried orders to 
England, and upon his arrival became under-eecretary 
of state in the earl of Jersey's office ; a post which he -did 
not retain long, because Jersey was reiAoved ; but he was 
soon made commissioner -of trade. 

This year (1700) produced one of ids longest and most 
splendid compositions, the Carmen ^ccuiure^ in which he 
exhausts all his powers of celebration. I mean not to 
accuse him of flattery: he probably thought ail that he 
writ, and retained as much veracity as can be property 
exacted from a poet professedly encomiastic Ktdg 
William supplied copious materials for cither v grs e or 
prose. His whcde life had been action, and none ever de- 
nied him tlie resplendent qual^ies of steady Te8cdiition.aiid 

* He received, in September, 1697, a present of 200 guineas 
from the lords justices, for his trouble in bringing over the 
tseaty^of peace. ^» 
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pei'sonal courage. He was really in Prior's mindyyhat^he ' 
represents him in his verses ; he considered him as a hero, 
and was accustomed to say, that he praised others in com- 
pliance with the fashion, but that in celebrating king 
William he followed his inclination. To Prior gratitude 
would dictate praise which reason would not refuse. 

Among the advantages to arise from the future years of 
William's reign, he mentions a Society for useful Arts^ 
and among them 

Some that with care true eloquence shall teach. 
And to just idioms fix our doubtful speech ; 
That from our writers distant realms may know 
The thanks we to our monarchs owe. 
And schools profess our tong-ue through every land 
That has invok'd its aid or bless'd his hand. 

Tickell, in his Prosfiect of Peace^ has the same hope 
of a new academy : 

In happy chains our daring language bound. 
Shall sport no more in arbitrary sound. 

Whether the similitude of those passages, which exhi- 
bit the same thought on the same occasion proceeded 
from accident or imitation, is not easy to determine. 
Tickell might have beeii impressed with his expecta- 
tion by Swift's Profioaal for ascertaining^ the English 
Language^ then lately published. 

. In the parliament^ that met in 1701 ha was chosen 
representative of East Grinstead. Perhaps it was 
about this time that he changed his party ; for he voted 
for the impeachment of those lords who had persuaded 
the king to the partition -treaty, a treaty in which he 
had himself been ministerially employed. 
Vol. IL N 
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A qipt part of queen Anne's reign was a time <^ 
war, in which there was little employment for negotia 
tors, and Prior had therefore leisure to make or to polish 
verses. When the battle of Blenheim called forth all. 
the versemen. Prior, among the rest, took care to show 
his delight in the increasing honour of his country by an 
epistle to Boileau* 

He published soon afterwards a volume ci poems, w ith 
the encomiastic character of his deceased patron the duke 
of Dorset: it began with the college exercise and ended 
with the J^ut 'brown Maid. 

The battle of Ramillies soon afterwards (in 1 706) ex- 
cited him to another effort of poetry. On this occasion he 

■ 

had fewer or less formidable rivals ; and it would be not 

» 

easy to name any other composiUon produced by that event 
which is now remembered. 

Every thing has its day. Through the reigns of Wil- 
liam and Anne no prosperous event passed undignified by 
poetry. In the last war, when France was disgraced and 
overpowered in every quarter of the globe, when Spain, 
coming to her assistance, only shared her calamities,- and 
the name of an Elnglishman was reverenced through Eu- 
rope, no poet was heard amidst the general acclamation ; 
the fame of our counsellors and heroes was intrusted to the 
gazetteer. 

The nation in time grew weary of the war, and the 
queen grew weary of her ministers. The war was 
burdensome, and the ministers were insolent, Harley 
and his friends began to hope that they might, by driving 
the whigs from court and from power, gratify at once. the 
queen and the people. There was now a call for writers* 
v/ho might convey intelligence of past abuses, and shew 
• the waste« of public money, y^ unreasonable conduct of 
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the allies t the avarice of generals, the tyranny of minions 
and the genei^l danger of approaching ruin. 

For this purpose a 'paper called The Examiner was 
l^riodically published, written, as it happened, by any wit 
of the party, and sometimes, as is said, by Mrs, Manley. 
Some are owned by Swift ; and one, in ridicule of Garth's 
Terses to Godolphin upon the loss of his place, was written 
by Prior, and answered by Addison, who appears to have 
known the author either by conjecture or intelligence. 

The toriesy who .were now in power, were in haste to 
end the war; and Prior, being recalled (1710) to his 
former employment of making treaties, was sent (July 
1711) privately to Paris with propositions of peace. He 
was remembered at the French court \ and, returning in 
about a month, brought with him the Abbe Gual tier, and 
Mr. Mesnag^r, a minbtcr from France, invested with full 
powers. • 

This transaction not being avowed, Mackay, the master 
«f the Dover packet-boat, either zealously or officiously, 
seized Prior and his associates at Canterbury. It is ea&ily 
supposed that they were soon released. 

The negociation was begun at Prior's house, where 
the queen's ministers met Mesnager (September 20, 
1711) and entered privately upon the great business. The 
importance of Prior appears from the mention made of 
him by St. John in his letter to the queen. 

•• My lord treasurer moved, and all my lords were of 
the same opinion, that Mr. Prior should be added to those 
who are empowered to sign : the reason for which is, 
because he, having personally treated with Monsieur de 
Torcy, is the best witness we can produce of the sense in 
which the generial preliminary engagements are entered 
into: besides which, as he is the best versed in matters of 
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trade of all your majesty's servants who have been trusted 
in this secret, if you should think -fit to employ him in the 
future^treaty of commerce y it will be of consequence that 
he has been a party concerned in concluding that conven- 
tion which must be the rule of this treaty." 

The assembly of this important night was in some 
degree clandestine, the design of treating not being fet 
openly declared, and, when the whigs returned to power, 
was aggravated to a charge of high treason ; though, as 
Prior remarks in his imperfect answer to the report of 
the cvmmittee of tecrecy^ no treaty ever was made with"* 
out private interviews and preliminary discussions. 

My business is not the history of the peace, but the life 
of Prior. The conferences began at Utrecht on the first 
of Januaiy (1711-13), and the English plenipotentiaries 
arrived on the iiftecnth. The ministers of the different 
pot^tates conferred and conferred ; but the peace advan- 
ced soslowlyi that speedier methods were found necessary, 
and Boiingbroke was* sent to Paris to adjust differences 
with less formality : Prior either accompanied him or fol- 
lowed him, and, after bis departure, had the appointments 
and authority of an ambassador, though no public charac- 
ter. 

By some mistake of the queen's orders, the court of 
France had been disgusted ; and Boiingbroke says in his 
letter, *• Dear Mat, hide the nakedness of thy country, and 
give the best turn thy fertile brain- will furnish thee with 
to the blundere of thy countrymen, who are not much 
better politicians than the French are poets." 

Soon after, the duke of Shrewsbury went on a formal 
embassy to Paris. It is related by Boyer, that the intention 
was to have joined Prior in the commission^ but that 
Shrewsbury refused to be associated with a man so 
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meanly born. Prior therefore continued to act without a 
title till the duke returned next year to Eng^land, and 
then he aWmed the style and dignity of ambassador. 

But, while he continued in appearance a private man, 
he was treated with confidence by Lewis, who sent him 
with a letter to the queen, written in favour of the elector 
of Bavaiia. •« I shall expect," says he, " with impatience, 
the return of Mr. Prior, whose conduct is very agreeable 
to me." And while the duke of Shrewsbury was still at 
Paris, Bolingbroke wrote to Prior thus : ^'Monsieur de Torcy 
has a confidence in you : make use of it, once for all, 
upon this occasion, and convince him thoroughly, that we 
must gfve a different turn to our parliament and our people 
according to their resolution at this crisis.*'^ 

Prior's public dignity and splenduor commenced in Au- 
gust, 1713, and continued till the August following; but I 
am afraid that, according to the usual fate of greatness, it 
was attended with some perplexities and mortifications* 
He had not all that is customarily given to ambassadors; 
he hints to the queen in an imperfect poem, that he had 
no service of plate ; and it appeared, by the debts which 
he contracted, that his remittances were not punctually 
made. 

On the first of Angus t^ 1714, ensued the downfal of the 
tories and the degradation of Prior. He was recalled, but 
was not able to return, being detained by the debts which 
he had found it necessary to contract, and which were not 
discharged before March, though his old friend Montague 
was not at the head of the treasury. 

He returned then as soon as he could, and was welcomed 
on the 25th of March* by a warrant, but was, however, 

♦1715. 
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suffered to live in his own hoase» ander the custody of the 
messenger, till he 'was examined before a committee of 
the privy council, of which Mr. Walpole was e^rman, 
and Lord Coningsby, Mr. Stanhope, and Mr. Lechmere, 
were the principal interrogators ; who in this examinatioii, 
of which there is printed an account not unentertaining* 
behaved with the bmsterousness of men elated by recent 
^uthQrity« Tlie}' are represented as asking questioDS some- 
times vague, sometimes insidious, and writing answers dilfe- 
rent from those which they received. Prior, however, seems 
to have been overpowered by their turbulence; for lie 
eonfesses that he signed what, if he had ever come before 
a legal judicature^ he should have contradicted or e^lain- 
ed away. The oath was administered by Boscawen, a 
Middlesex justice, who at last was going to write his a.t- 
testatation on tl)e wrong ade of the paperi *^ 

They were very industrious to find some charge agaiaet 
Oxford ; and asked Prior, with great earnestness, who was 
present when the preliminary articles were talked of Ofr 
signed at his house ? He told them, that either the earl 
Qi Oxford or the duke of Shrewsbury was absent, but he 
could not remember which ; an answer which perplexed 
them 9 because it supplied no accusation against either. 
*» Could any thing be more absurd,*' says he, *• or more in- 
human, than to propose to me a question, by the answering 
of which I might, according to them, prove myself a trai- 
tor? And notwithstanding their solemn promise, ^at 
nothing which I could say should hurt myself, I had no 
reason to trust them ; for they vi<dated that promise about 
five hours after. However, I owned I was there present. 
Whether this was wisely done or' no^ I leave to my friends 
to determine." • 

When he had signed the paper, he was told by Waf- 

/ 
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pole, that the comnifttce were not satisfied wkh hit fee- 
havioar, nor.coaid give such aa aocaantof it^ the can*'. 
nMuui as night Bierit farour; and that thef now thougfafc 
a stricter confinement necessary than to Ua ovit hoosc^ 
** Here/' sajFS he, ** Boscaven played the noratistt and 
Coningsby the Christian, bnt both Tery ankwardlf." The 
messenger^ in whose custody he was to be piaced, wat 
then called, and very decently asked by Conbigsby, ** if 
his hoase was secured by bars and bolts i*' The messenger 
an&wered, '* No," with astomshment. At which Co- 
ningsby Yery angrily said, ** Sir, you must secure this pri- 
soner; it is for the safety of the nation : if he escape^ you 
ahali answer ibr at.'* 

They had already printed their report ; and in this 
examination were endeavouring to find proofs. 

He continued thus confined for some time; and Mr. 
Walpole (June 10, 1715) moved for an impeachment 
against him. What made him .so acrimoniooa does not 
appear : he was by nature no thirster for blood. Prior was 
a week after committed to close custody, with orders that 
** no person should be admitted to see him without leave 
from the speaker." 

When, two years after, an act of grace was passed, he 
was excepted, and continued still in custody, which he 
had made less tedious by writing lus ^ima. He was 
however, soon after discharged. 

He had now his liberty, but he had nothing else* 
Whatever the profit of his empley meats might have been, 
he had always spent it ; and at the age of fifty-three was, 
with all his abilities^ in danger of penury 9 having yet no 
solid revenue but from the fsUowship of his college, which, 
when in his exaltation he was censured for retaining it, he 
ssud he coald live upoa at last. 
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Being however genexaUjr known and esteemed* he was 
encoaraged to add other poems to those which he had 
printed, and to publish them by sabscription. The expe- 
dient succeeded by the industry of many friends, who cir- 
culated the proposals,* and the care <^ some, who, it is 
said, withheld the money from him lest he should squan- 
der it. The price of the volume was two guineas; the 
whole, collection was four thousand i to which lord Harley, 
the son <k the earl <^ Oxford, to whom he had invariably 
adhered, added an equal sum for the purchase of Down- 
hall, which Prior was to enjoy during life, and Harley 
after hb decease. 

He had now, what wits and philosophers have often 
wished, the power of passing the day in contemplative 
tranquillity. '. But it seems that bus^ men seldom live 
long in a state of quiet. It is not unlikely that his health 
declined. He complains of deafness; '*for,'* says he, 
<* I took little care of my ears while I was not sure if my 
head was my own." 

Of any occurrences in his remaining life I have found 
no account. In a letter to Swift, <<I have," says he, 
'< treated lady Harriot at Cambridge (a fellow of a college 
treat !) and spoke verses to her in a gown and cap ! 
What! the plenipotentiary, so far concerned in the damned 
peace at Utrecht-*the man that makes up half the vo- 
lume of terse prose, that makes up the report of the com- 
mittee, speaking verses 1 Sic CMi^ hemo eum" 

He died at Wimpole, a seat of the earl of Oxford, on 
the eighteenth of September, 1721, and was buried in 
Westminster : where, on a monument, for which, as the 
** last piece of human vanity," he left five hundred pounds, 
is engraven this epitaph : 
* Swift •btained many subscriptions for him in Ireland, fi. 
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Sui Temporis Historiam xneditanti, 

PsuUtim obr^pei)^ Febris » 

Operi simul & Vitsc filum abrupit, 

Sept. 18. An. Dora. ir21. JEisX, 57. 

H. S. £. 

Ylr £xlmius, 

Serenissimis 

llegi GuLiELMo Reginaeque Mauia 

In Cong^essione Foederatorum 

Hagae, anno 1690, celebrata, 

Deinde Magns Britannis L^gatis, 

Turn iis 

Qui anr.o 1697 Pacem Ryswicki confecerunt, 

Turn iis 

Qui apud Gallos annis proximis Legatlonem obierunt ; 

Kodem etiam anno 1697 in Hibernia 

Secretarius; 

Necnon in utroque Honorabilk consessa . 

Eorum^ 

Qui anno 1700. or4inandis Commercii negotii8« 

Quique anno 1711 dirigendis Portorii rebus, 

Praesidebant, 

COMMISSIONARXUS ; 

Postremo 

Ab Anna 

Felicissims memoriae Regina 

Ad LuDovicuM XIV. GaUise Begem 

Missus anno 1711 

De Pace stabiiienda, 

(Pace etiamnum durante 

Dinque ut boni jam omnes sperant duratura) 

Cum summa potestate Legatus ; . 

MATTHiEUS PRIOR, Armiger : 

Qui 

Hos omnes, quibiis cumulatus e^, Titulos 

Uumanitatis, Ingenii, Eruditionis laude 

Superavit ; 

Cui enim nascenti faciles arriserant Musx. 

Hunc Pueram Schola hie Rcgia perpolivit r 

Juvenem in CoUegio S*ti Johannis 
Cantabrigia optimis Scientiis instruxit; 
Nirum denique auxit; & perfecit 

'Ad^tacaiai vifia Pnneipibus conauetudo ; 
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Ita natus, ita institulus, 

» A Ytftttm Cboro avelti imnquam potuit, 

Sed solebat saepe rerum Civilium g»ivUat«fli 

Amceniorum Literarum StudiU condire : 

£t cum omne adeo Poetices genu9 

Ii«i4 infeliciter tentaret, 

Tup in. FaMlistooMUiiie Uf^ampstteatemih 

Mirus Artifex 
" * Neroinem habuit parem. 

tt»c liberalis animi oblectamenta 

QfMm noUo lUi labore conatileriBt, 

Facile li perapexere qitibua uaus «at Anucii 

Apud quos UrbanitatuiD & Leporiim plenus 

Cum ad rem, quxcunque forte inc'iderat« 

Apie» Tute, coploseqae alluderet, 
Interea nibil qusftitum, nihil vi espressum 

Videbatur, 

Sed omnia ultro efBuere, 

Bt €fX9M jugi e fonte afiatim ezuberar«, 

Ita taot tandem nlnoa rdBquttt 

Essetne in Scriptis Poeta Elegantior^ 

An in Convictu Comes Jueundior. 

Of Priori eminent as he was both by his sbilitaes and 
station, very few memorials hare been left by hb comteiB- 
poraries | the account therefore must now be destite^te of 
his private character and fiamiliar practices. He lived at 
a time when the rage of party detected all which ft was 
any man's interest to hide ; and, as little ill is heard «f 
Prior, itj3 certain that not much was known. He was nfil 
afraid of provoking censure ; for, when he forsook the 
whigs,* under whose patronage he first entered the worid> 
he becan^e a tory so ardent and determinate* that he did 
not willingly consort with men of different opinions. He 
was one of the sixteen tories who met weekly, and ^pnecd 
to address each other by the title of Broiher / a#d aeenis 
to have adhered, not only by concurrence of political 

♦ Spence/ 
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deaignsy but bf peculiar aflectioii, to |he-earlol Oxford and 
hh family. . Witti h»w mucti Qonlkleii£c^ he was tcnttcd 
has beent^aireai^ told. 

^e was howevet) in Pope's* opinion) fit only to make 
verses, and less qualified for business than Addison him- 
self. This was surely said without consideration. Addison, 
exalted to a high place, was forced into degradation by a 
sense of his own incapacity. Prior, who was employed J^y 
^en very capable of estimating his value, having been 
secretary to one embassy, had, when great abilities were 
aj^iu wanted, the same office ^another time ; and was, 
after so much experience of his knowledge and dexterity, 
at iast sen! to transact a negociation in the highest de- 
gree arduous and important, for which he was qualified, 
among other requisites, in the opinion of Bolingbroke, by 
his influence upon the French minister, and by skill in 
questicmsof commerce above other men. 

Of his behaviour in the lighter parts of life, it is too 
late to g^t much intelligence. One of his answers to a 
boa^tjful Frenchman has bfen related; and to an imper- 
tinent one he made another e^qually prc^r. During*his 
en^bassy, he sat at the opera by a man, who, in his rap- 
ture, accompanied with his own voice the principal 
singer. Prior fell to railing at the performer with all 
the terpns of reproach that he could cdlect, till the 
Frenchman, ceasing from his song, began to expostulate 
with him for his harsh censure of a man who was confes- 
sedly the ornament of the stage. " I know all tiiat," says 
the amb^sftdqr, ** mais il chante si haut, ^e je ne 
s9^urois vous entendre." 

In a gay French company, where every one sang a 

♦ Spence. 
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little song or stanza, of which the burden was, " Ban- 
nissons la Melancholic ;" when it came to his turn losing, 
after the performance of a young ladj^ that sat next him, 
he produced these extemporary lines : 

Ma\8 cettc voix, et ces beaux yeux» 
Font Cupidon trop dangereux ; 
Et je suis triste quand je crie, 
« BaiiBiflsons la MelancboUe.* 

Tradition represents him as willing to descend from 
the dignity of the poet and statesman to the low delights 
of mean company. His Chloe probably was sometimes 
ideal ; but the woman with whom he cohabited was a des- 
picable drab* of the lowest spedes. One of his wenches, 
perhaps Chloe, while he was absent from his house, 
stole his plate, and ran away ; as was related by a wo- 
man who had been his servant. Of this propensity to sordid 
converse I have seen an account so seriously ridiculous, 
that it seems to deserve insertion.f 

« I have been assured that Prior, after haying spent 

> « 

the,evening with Oxford, Bolingbroke, Pope, and Swift, 
would go and smoke a pipe, and drink a bottle of ale, with 
a common soldier and his wife, in Long-Acre, before he 
went to bed ; not from any remains of the lowness of his 
original, as one said, but, I suppose, that his faculties. 
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-Strain'd to the 1 1 eighty 



In that celestial colloquy sublime. 

Dazzled and spent, sunk down, and sought repair.** 

Poor Prior, why was he so strained j and in such 'u.^ant 
of repair^ after a conversation with men, not, in the 

♦ Spcnce ; and see Gent. Mag. vol. LVII. p* 1039. 
t Richardsoniana. , 



opinion of llie worMs mach wiser than liimself ^ But inch 
are the conceits of speculfttistSy -whoMrain thtir/'acuiHes 
to find in a mine what lines upon the surface. 

His opinions, so far as the means of judging; are left 
us, seem to have been right ; but his life was, it seems^ 
insular, negligent, and sensual. 

Pbiob has written with great varietf ; and his varietf 
has made him popular. He has tried all styles, from the 
grotesque to the solemn, and has not so failed in any as to 
incur derision or disgrace. 

His works may be distinctly considered, as comprising 
Tales, Love* versesy Occasional Poems, Alma, -and Solomon. 

His tales have obtaitied general approbation, being 
written with great familiarity and great sprightliness ; the 
language is easy, but seldom gross, and the numbers 
smooth, without appearance of care. Of these Tales 
there are only four. The Ladle ; which is introduced by 
a preface, neitlier necessary nor pleastogi neither grave 
nor meiry. JPaulo Purgantii which has likewise a pre- 
face, but of more vahie than the Tale. Han9 Carvel^ not 
over decent ; and Protogenea and ApfieU€9\ an old story, 
mingled, by an afiectation not disagreeable, with modem 
images. The young Gentleman in Lave has hardly a 
just claim to the title of a Tale, I know not whether he 
be the original author of any Tale which he was given us. 
The adventure of Hans Carvel has passed through many 
successions of merry w its ; for it is to be found in Ariosto's 
Satires, and is perhaps yet older. But the merit of such 
stories is the art of telling them. 

In his Amorouf Effusions he is less happy; for they 
ate not dictated by nature or by passion, and have nehher 
gallantry nor tenderness. They have the coldness of 
Vol. II. O 
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Covrltf, without his wit, the doll cxcmses of a skitful 
Ycrsifier) rtwcAved at all adventures to write something 
aboat Chloc, and trying to be amoroas by dint of study. 
J9is fictions therefore are mythological. Venus, after the 
example of the Greek epigram, asks when she was seen 
naked and bathing. Then Cupid is mistaken; then 
€upid is disarmed; then he loses his darts to Ganymede ; 
then Jutiter sends him a summons by Mercury. Then 
CMoe goes a-hunting, with an iwnry quiver graceful at 
her Me; Diana mistakes her foi: one of her nymphs, and 
Cupid laughs at the blunder. All this is surely despi- 
cable I and uvea when he tries to act the lover, without the 
help of gods or goddesses, his thoughu arc imaflBec^ng 
or remote. He talks not *• like a man of this world." 

The greatest of all his amorous essays is Henry and 
Mntma s a dull and tedious dialogue, which excitca neither 
esteem for the man, nor tenderness for the woman. The 
example of Emma, wha resolves to f<dlow an outlawed 
- xwirdcrer wherever fear and guilt shjdl diive him, de- 
serves no imttatioD \ and the experiment by which Henry 
tries the lady's constancy, is such as must end either ia 
infamy to her, or in disapp<»nt|ncnt to himself. 

His occasiaial poems necessarily lost part of their 
value, as their occasions, being less remembered, raised 
less emotion. Some of them, however arc preserved by 
their inherent excellence. The Burlesque of Boi^gau's 
Ode on Namur has, |n some parts, such airiness and levity 
as will always procure it readers, even among those who 
cannot compare it with the original. The epistle to Boi- 
leau is not so happy. The popms to the king are now pe- 
rused only by young students, who retd merely that they 
may learn to write ; and of the Carmen Seculare^ I cannot 
but suspect thafrl jnight praise or censure it by caprice^ 
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Without danger of deteetiob ; for who can be supposed to 
have kboured through it ^ Yet the ]time has been when 
this neglected work was so popular, that it was translated 
into Latin by no pommon master. 

His poem on the battle of UamiUieB is necessarily 
tedious by the form of the stanssa : an unifornr mass of tea 
Hues thirty-five times repeated* inconsequential and slight* 
Jy connected) must weary both the ear and the understand 
ding. His imitatiott of Spenser, which consists principally 
in / mecn and / weetf without exclusion of later modes of 
speech, makes hb-poem neither ancient nor modem. Hi^ 
mention of Mart and Bcllonoy and his comparisoa of 
Marlborough to the Eagle that bears the thunder of 
Jufiitery are all puerile and unaffecting ; and yet more des- 
picable is the long tale told by Lewis in his despair, of 
Brute and Troynovantff and the teeth of Cadmu^t with 
his similies of the raven and eagle, and wolf and lion* By 
the help of such easy fictions, and vulgar topics, without 
acquaintance with life) and without knowledge of art or 
nature, a poem of any length, cold and lifeless like this^ 
may be easily written on any subject. 

In his epilc^es to Phadra and to Lucius he is very 
happily factious ; but in the prdogue before the queen, 
the pedant has found his way, with Minerva, Perseus, -and 
Andromeda. "^ ^ 

His epigrams and lighter pieces are, like those of others, 
sometimes elegant, sometimes trifling, and sometimes dull ; 
among^st the best are the Camelion, and the epitaph on 
John and Joan, 

Scarcely any one of our poets has written so much and 
translated so little: the version of Callimachus is suf- 
ficiently licentious; the paraphrase on St. Paulas ex- 
hortation to charity is eminently beautifal* 



164 PRIOR. 

Alma 18 written in professed iinitatioii of Htidibrasy an^ 
has at least one accidental resemblance : Hudibna wants 
a plan, because, it is lest imperfect ; Alma is imperfect, 
because it seems never to have had a plan. Prior ap- 
pears not to have proposed to himself anj drift or design^ 
but to. haver written the casual dictates of the present 
moment 

What Horace said, when he imiuted Lucllius, might 
be said of Butler hj Prior, his numbers were not smooth 
or neat» Prior excelled him io versification ; but he was, 
like Horace* inveniore minor '; , h9 had not Butler's ezu- 
berancoof matter and variety of illustration. The sfAn- 
gles of wit which he could afford he knew how to pdishf^ 
but he wanted the bullion of his master. Butler pours 
out a negligent profu^on, certain of the weight, but care- 
less of the stamp. Prior has comparatively little, but witli 
that. little he makes a* fine shew. Alma has many ad- 
mirers, and was the only piece among Prior's works d{ 
which Pope said that he should wish to be the author. 
. Solomon is the work to which he intrusted the protection 
of his name, and which he expected 'succeeding ages to 
regard with veneration. His affection was natural ; it had 
undoubtedly been written with great labour ; and who h 
willing to think that he has been labouring in vain ^ He 
had infused into it much knowledge and much thought ; 
had often polished it to elegance, often dignified it with 
splendour, and sometimes heightened i^ to sublimity : he 
perceived in it many excellences, and did not discover that 
it wanted that without which all others are of small avail) 
the power of engaging attention and alluring curiosity. 

Tediousness is the most fatal of all faults; negligences 
or errors are single and local, but tediousness pervades 
the whole ; other faults are ceusured and forgotten, but the 
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p<>wer of tedioasaess propagates itself. He that is weary 
the first hour, is more weary the second ; as bodies forced 
into motion contrary to their tendency pass more and 
more slowly through every snccessiye interval of space. 

Unhappily this pernicious failure is that which an au- 
thor is least able to discover. We are seldom tiresome 
10 ourselves ; and the act of composition fills and delights 
the mind with change of language and succession of ima- 
ges; every couplet when produced is new, and novelty is 
the great source of pleasure. Perhaps no man ever 
tbought a line superfluous when^he first wrote it, or con* 
Iracted his work tiU his ebullitions of invention had subu- 
ded. And even if he should controul his desire of imme" 
diate renown, and keep his work nine year% unpublished, 
he will be still the author, and still in -danger of deceiving 
himself: and if he consults his friends, he will probably 
Ihid men who have more kindness that judgment, or more 
fear to offend than derire to instruct. 

The tediousness of this poem proceeds not from the 
uniformity of the subject, iat it is sufficiently diversified, 
but from the continued tenour of the narration ; in which 
Solomon relates the suscessive^ vicissitudes of his own 
mind, without the intervention of any other speaker, or 
the mention of any other agent, unless it be Abra ; the 
.reader is only to learn what he thought, and to be told 
titat he thought wrong. The event of every experiment is 
foreseen, and Uierefore the process is not |much regard- 
ed. 

Yet the work is far from deserving to be neglected. 

He that shall peruse it will be able to mark many pas- 
sages to which he may recur for instruction or delight ; 
many from which the poet may learn to write> and the 
philosopher to reason. 

o 2 
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If Prior's poetry be generally considered, his praise 
will be that of correctness and industry, rather than of 
compass^ ci comprehension, or activity of fancy. He 
never made any effort of invention : bis greater pieces 
are only tissues of common thoughts ; and his Bmaller^ 
irhich consist of light images or single conceits; are qot 
always his own. I have traced him among the French 
epigrammatists, and have been informed that he poach* 
ed for prey among obscure authors. The TMeftmd Cor* 
deUer is, I suppose, generally considered as an original 
production; with how much justice this epigram may 
tell, which was written by Georgius Sabinus, a poet now 
little known or read, though once the firiend of Luther 
and Melancthon ; 

De Sacerdote Fur em consotanfc. 

Qiudam sacrificus furem comitatus euntem 

Hue ubi dat sontes camificina neci, 
Ne sis moestus, ait; summi convivaTonsntia 

Jam cum coelitibus (si mode credis) ens. 
Ule gemens, si vera mihi solatia praebes, 

Hospes apud superous sis meus ore, refert. 
Sacrificus contra ; mihi non convivia fas est 

Ducere, jejunans hac edo luce niluLi 

What he has valuable he owes to his diligence and his 
judgment. His diligence has justly placed him amongst 
the most correct of the English poets; and he was one of 
the first that resolutely endeavoured at correctness. He 
never sacrifices accuracy to haste, nor indulges himself in 
contemptuous negligence, or impatient idleness : he has no 
careless lines, or entangled sentiments; his words are 
nicely selected, and his thoughts fully expanded. If this 
part of his character suffers an abatement, it must be 
from the disproportion df his rhymes, which have not 
always sufficient consonance, and from the admission of 
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broken lines in to his Solomon s but perhaps be thodght, 
like Cowley, that hemistichs ought to be admitted inte 
heroic poetry. * 

He had apparently sueh rectitude of judgment a« 
secured him from every thing that approached to the 
ridiculous or absurd ; but as laws operate in civil agen* 
cy aot to the excitement of virtue, but the repression of 
wickedness, so judgident in the operations of intellect 
can hinder faults, but not produce excellence. Prior is 
never low-, nor very often sublime. It is said by Longi* 
nus of Euripides, that he forces himself sometimes into 
grandeur by violence of. effort, as the lion kindles his 
fury by the lashes of his own tail. Whatever Prior ob- 
tiuns above mecHocrity seems the effort of struggle and 
of toil. He has many vigorous but few happy lines ; he 
has every thing by purchase, and nothing by gift ; he had 
no nightly viaitationB of the muse, no infusions of senti- 
ment or felicities of fancy. 

His diction* however, is more his own. than of .any 
among the successors of Dry den ; he borrows no lucky 
turns, or commodious modes of language, from his pre- 
decessors. His phrases are original, but they are some- 
times harsh : as he inherited no elegances, none has he be- 
queathed. His. expres^on has every mark of laborious 
study ; the line seldom seems to have been formed at 
once ; the words did not come till they were called, and 
were then put by cohstraint into their places, where they 
do their duty, but do it suU^ily. In his greater com- 
positions there may be found more rigid stateliness than 
graceful dignity. . 

Of versification he was not negligent ; what he received 
from. Dryden he did not lose ; neither did he increase th^ 
difficulty of writing by «innecessafy severity^ but use& 
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triplets and Alexandrines without scruple. In his pre* 
face to Solomon he proposes some impiovemeots» by 
'extending the sense froni one couplet to another* with 
variety of pauses. This he has attempted, but without 
success; his interrupted lines are unpleasing^ and his 
sense as less distinct is less striking. 

He has altered the stanza of Spenser, as a house is 
altered by building another in ita place of a dtfierent 
fbrm* With how little resemblance he has formed his 
sew stanza to that of his master, these specim'ens will 
Aew: 

SPENSER. 

She flying fast from Heaven's bated face. 
And from the world that her discoTei^ed wide^ 
Fled to the wasteful wilderness apace. 
From living eyes her open shame to bide. 
And lurkM in rocks and caves long unespy'd. 
But that fair crew of knights, and Una fair. 
Did in that castle afterwards abide. 
To .rest themselves, and weary power repair. 
Where store they found of all. that dainty was and rare: 

PRIOR. 

To the close rock the frighted raven flies. 
Soon as the rising eagle cuts the air : 
The shaggy wolf unseen and trembling lies. 
When the hoarse roar proclaims the lion near. 
Ul-starr'd did we our forts and lines forsake. 
To dare our British foes to open fight : 
Our conquest we by stratagem should make : 
Our triumph had been founded in our flight. 
*Tis ours, by craft and by surprise to gain : 
*Tistheir'8 to meet in srms. and battle in the plain. 

By this new structure of his lines he haa avoided 
difficulties ; nor am I sure that he has lost any of the. 
power of pleasing; but he ii» longer iaiicates Speaser.s 
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Some of his poeus are vrritlen \nthottt regularity of 
measure; for, when he oKi^menced poet, he had not 
recovered from our Pindaric infatuation ; but he probably 
lived to be convinced^^ that the essence of verse is order 
and consonance. . r 

His numbers are such as mere diligence may sfttain . 
they seldom offend |^e ear, and seldom sooth it ; they 
commonly want airiness, lightness^ and facH^ty: \7hat is 
smooth is not soft* His verses alw^s roll,, but they 
seldom flow. . « 

A srtirvey of the life and writings of Prior may exem- 
plify a sentence which be doubtless understood weU# 
when he read Horace at his uncle's ; "the vessel long* 
retains the scent which it first receives." In his prifate* 
relaxatioovhe revived the tavern, and in his amorous 
pedantry he exhibited the college. Bat on higher oc- 
casions and nobler subjects, when habit wfs overpowered 
by the necessity of reflection, he wanted not wisdom as ^ 
statesman, or elegance as a poet. 
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William C<);K0REV£ descended from a family 
hi Staffordshire, of so great antiquitf that it claims a 
place among the few that extend their line be^dhd the 
Norman conqnest ; and was the son of William Congreve, 
«eeond son of Richard Congreve, of Coogreve anil Strat* 
ton * He visited/ once at least, -the residence of his ances* 
tors ; and, I Jaelieve, more places than one are still shtewn^ 
in groves and gardens, where he is related to have written 
his Old BacheUr* • - 

Neither the time nor place of his birth are certainly 
known ; if the inscription ctpon his monument be true, he 
was born in 1672. For the place, it was said by himself* 
that he owed his nativity to England, and by every body 
else that he was born in Ireland. — ^Southern mentioned him 
With sharp censure, as a man that meanly^disowned his 
native country; The biographers assign &i3 nativity to 
Bardso, near Leeds in Yorkshire, from the account given 
by himself, as they suppose, to 5kcob« 

To doubt whether a man of eminence has told the truth 
about liis own birth, is, in appearance, to be very deficient 
in candour ; yet nobody can live*long without knowing that 
falsehoods of convenience or vanity, falsehoods from which 
no evil immediately ^isible ensues, except the general 
degradation of human tesimony, are very lightly uttered, 
and once uttered, are sullenly shpported. Boileaa who 
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desiredto be thought a rigorous and steady moralistt having 
told a petty lie to Lewis XIV. continaed it afterwards by 
false dates; thinking hi meelf obliged u» Aoifowr» says his 
admirer, to mainiaia what» when he said it^ was so weU 
received. 

Wherever Congreve was born, he was educated first at 
Kilkenny, and afterwards at Dublin, his father having 
some Bkijitary employment that stationed htm in Ireland ; 
but, after hiMng passed through the -usual preparatory 
studies, as may be reasonabty supposed, with great cele* 
rity and success, his fether thought it proper to assjign 
him a profession by which something might be gotten ; and 
about the ti{ne of the revolution sent him, at the age of 
sixteen, to study law in the middle temple, where he lived 
kur seveial yean, but with very little attention to statutes 
> er reports. 

His disposition to become an anthor appeared veiy early^ 
as he very early Mi that force of imagination, and pos- 
sessed that copiousness of sentiment, by which inteUectoal 
pleasure can be given* His firat performance was a novels 
called Incognita^ or Love and Duty rceundled: it is 
praised by the biographers, who quote some part of the 
preface, that is, indeed, for such a time of life, uncommonly 
judicious. I would rather praise it than read i|^ 

His first dramatic labour was The Old Bachelor; of 
which he say^ in his defience against Collier, ** that come- 
dy was written, as several know, some years before it 
was acted. When I wrote it|I had little thoughts of the 
stage ; but did it to amuse myself in a slow recovery from 
^ ^ a fit of sickness. Afterwards, through my indiscretion, it 
. was seen, and in some little time more it was acted ; and 
I, through the remainder of my indiscretion, suffiered 
myself |o be drawn Into the prosecution of a difficnlt and 
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thankless stady, and to be involved in a pert)el»al war 
with knaves and fools." 

There seems to be a strange affectation in autbcors of 
appearing to have done every, thing by chance. The Old 
Bachelor was written for amusement in the languor <^ 
convaloscence. Yet it is apparently compoaed with great 
elaborateness of dialogue* and incessant ambition of wit. 
The age of the writer considered* it is indee^ a very 
wonderful performance; for* whenever. wtitten, it was 
acted (169a) when he was not more than twenty-one years 
old ; and was then recommended by Mr. Dryden, Mr. 
Southern, and Mr. Mainwariag. . Dryden said» that he 
never had seen such a first play ; .but they found it defi- 
cient in sone things requisite to the success }Of its exhibi- 
tion, and by their greater experience fitted it for the stage. 
Southern used. to relate of one comedy, probably of this, 
that, when Congreve readit to the players, he pronounced 

r 

it so wretchedly, that they ha4 almost rejected it ; but 
4hey w.ere afterwards so well persuaded of its excellence, 
that» for half a year before it was acted, the mani^r 
allowed its author the privilege of the house. 

Few plays have ever been so beneficial to the writer ; 
for it procured him the patronage of Halifax, who imme- 
tf ately m^e him one of the commissioners for licensing 
coaches, and soon after gave him a place in the pipe-office, 
and another in the customs of six hundred pounds a year. 
Congreve^s conversation must surely have been at least 
equally pleasing with his writings. 

Such a comedy, written at such an age, requires 
some consideration. As the lighter species d dramatic 
poetry professes the imitation of common life, of real 
manners, and daily iacidents, it apparently presupposes 
a familiar knowledge of many characters, and exact 
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i^bst*rvation of^c passing world; the difficultytherefore 
Js, to conceive how this knowledge can be obtainded by a boy. 
But if The Old Bachelor be more nearly examined, it 
will be found to be one of those comedies which may be 
made by a mind vigorous and acute, and furnished with 
conaic characters by the perusal of other poets, without 
mucli actual commerce with niankind. The dialogue is 
one constant reciprocation of conceits, or clash of wit, in 
which nothing flows necessarily from the occasion, or is 
dictated by^nature. The charcaters both of men and wo- 
men are either fictitious and artificial, as those of Heart- 
well and the.ladies;Weasy and common, as Wittol a 
tame ideot, Bluff a swaggering coward, and Fondle wife 
a jealous puritan ; and the catastrophe arises from a mis- 
take not very probably produced, by marrying a woman 
in a mask. 

Yet this gay comedy, when all these' deducti«n& are 
made, will still remain the work of very powerful and fer- 
tile faculties; the dialogue is quick and sparkling, the in- 
cidents such as seize the attention, and the wit soexiibe- 
Tant, that it " o'er-informs its tenement." 

Next year he gave another specimen of his abilities in 
Thf Double Dealer^ which was not received with equal 
kindness. He writes to his patron the lord Haliffix a de- 
dication, in which he endeavours to reconcile the reader to 
that which found few friends among the audience. These 
apologies are always useless : " de gustibus non est dispu- 
tandum;" men may be convinced, but they cannot be 
pleased, against their will. But though taste is obstinate, 
it is very variable; and time often prevails when argu- 
ments have failed. 

Queen Mary conferred upon bpth those plays the honour 
of her presence ; ;and when she died, soon after, Congreve 

VOL. II. • P 
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testified his gnttitude by a despicable eftmion of «l]giac 
pastoral ; a compoation in which all is ttnnatural, and 
yet nothings is new. 

In another year (1695) his prolific pen produced l.ove 
for Love ; a comedy of nearer alliance to life, and exhi- 
biting more real mafiners than either iif the former. The 
character of Forenfht was then common. Dryden calcu- 
lated nativities ; both Cromwell: and king William had 
^eir lucky days ; and Shaftsbury himself, though he had 
no religion, was said to regard predictions. The Sailor is 
not accounted rery natural, but he is very pleasant. 

With this play was opened the hew tlieatre, under the 
.direction of Betterton the tragedian ; where he exhibited 
two years afterwards (1687) The Mourning Bride, a tra- 
gedy, so written as to show him sufficiently qualified for 
either kind of dji'amatic poetry. 

In this play, of which, when he afterwards revised it, 
he reduced the verification to greater regularity, there is 
more bustlothan sentiment, the plot is'busy and intricate, 
and the events take hold on the attention ; but except a 
very few passages, we ar^ rather amused with poise, and 
perplexed with stratagem, than entertained with any true 
delineation of natural characters. This, however^ was 
received with more benevolence thai! any other of his 
works, .and still continues to be acted and applauded. 

But whatever* objections may be made either to his 
comic or tragic excellence, they are lost at once in the 
.blaee of adiDii?i,tioii« wben it is remembered that he had pro- 
dvced the;se four plays before he had passed his twenty- 
fifth yeai^, before other men, even such as are some time 
to shine in eminence, have passed their prdbation of fite-^ 
rature, or presume to hope for any other notice than «ich 
as b bestowed on diligence and inquiry. Among aH the 



efforts of early genias which literary hi&tory records, I 
doubt whether any one can be produced that more sur- 
passes the common limits of nature than the plays o£ 
Congreve. 

About this time began the long continued controversy 
between Cdlier and the poets. In the reign of Charles 
the first the Puritans had raised a violent clamour against 
the drama, which they considered as an entertainment 
not lawfiil to Christians} an opinion held by thepi in com«» 
mon with the church of Rome; and Prynne published 
HUtri^'McutiXt a huge volume, in which stage-play s^ 
were censured. The outrages and crimes of the Puritans 
brought afterwards their whole eystemof doctrine into dis- 
repute, and from the restoration the poets and players were 
left at quiet'; for to have molested them would have had 
the appearance of tendency to puritanical malignity. 

This danger, hhwever, .was worn away by time ; and 
Collier, a fierce and implacable nonj^yrcr, knew that an 
attack upoa the theatre i|plild neveHpiake him suspected 
for a puritan ; he therefore (1698) published ji ahort view 
9/ the Immorality and Profaneneks of the English Stage^ 
I believe with no other motive than reUgious zeal and 
honest indignation. He was formed for a controvertist ; 
with sufficient leamiog f wMi diction vehement and pomted, 
though often vulgar and incorrect ; with uncpnquerable 
pertinacity ; with wit in the highest degree keen and sar- 
castic ; and with all those powers exalted and invigorated 
by just confidence in his cause. 

Thus qualified, and thus incited, he walked out to battle, 
and assailed at once most .of the living writers, from Dry- 
den to DlJrfey. His onset jwras viotent ; those passages, 
which while tiiey stood single had passed with little iy)tice, 
wheatheywcrc^accamttlatcd and exposed together, exci- 
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ted honx>r ; tbe wise and the pious caught the alarm ; ami 
the nation wondered why it had so long suffered irreligion 
and licentiousness to be openly taught at the public charge- 
Nothing now remained for the poets but to resist or fly. 
Dryden's conscience, or his prudence, angry as he was, 
withheld him from the conflict : Congreve and Vanbrugh 
attempted answers. Congreve, a veiy young man, elated 
with success, and impatient of censure,' assumed an air o^ 
confidence and. security. His chief artifice of controversy 
. is to retort upon his adversary his own words ; he is very 
angry, and, hoping to conquer Collier with his own wea.- 
pons, allows himself in the ase of every term of oontumely 
and contempt ;- but he has the sword without the arm of 
Scanderbeg ; he has his antagonist's coarseness, but not 
his strength* Collier replied ; for contest washb^delight: 
he was not to be frighted^ from his purpose or his prey. 

The cause of Congreve was not tenable; whatever 
glosses he might ^e for the defence or paUiation of single 
passages, the gen^^l tengur jmd tendency pf ' his plays 
must always be condemned.. It is acknowledged, with uni- 
versal conviction, that die perusal of his works will make 
no man better ; and that their ultimate effect is to repr&- 
sent pleasure in alliance with vice, and to relax, those 
obligatious by which life ought to be regulated. 

The sta^e found other advocates, and the dbpute was 
protracted through ten years;, but at last, comedy grew 
more modest ; said Collier lived to see the reward of his 
labour in the reformation of the theatre. 

Of the powers by which this important victory was 
achieved, a quotation from L^ve for Love^ and the re- 
mark upon it , may afford a specimea : 

" 'S'r Samfis, Samjjson's a very good name« for your 
Sa npsons were stjxMig dogs from the begianing." 
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"^Anget, Have a care — If you remember, the strongest 
Sampson of your name puU'd an old house over his head 
at last !" 

••Here you have the Sacred History burlesqued, and 
Sampson once more brought into the house' of Dagoi% to 
make sport for the Philistines !** 

Congreve's last play was The nvay qf the" World ; 
which, though as he hints in his dedication it was written 
with great labour and muoh thought, was received with 
so little favour, that, being in a high degree oiehded and 
disgusted, he resolved to commit his quiet and his fame 
no more to the caprices of an audience. 
'• From this- time his life ceased to the puplic ; he lived 
for himself and for his friends, and among his friends was 
able to name cveiy man of his time whom wit and ele- 
gance had raised to reputation : it may be therefore rea- 
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sonably supposed that his manners were polite and his 
convcrsatbu pleasing. 

Re seem« not to have taken much pleasure in writing, 
as he contributed nothing to the ^2(?e^a/or,. and only one 
paper to the Tatler, though'^pttblished by men with whom 
he might be supposed willing to associate ; and though he 
lived many years after the publication of his-misscellaneous 
poems,, yet he added nothing to them, but lived on lite- 
raiy indolence; engaged in no controversy, contending 
with no. rival, neither. 'Soliciting flattery by public com- 
mendations, nor provoking enmity by malignant criticism^ 
•but passing his time among the great and splendid, in the 
placid enjoyment of his fame and fortune. 

Having owed his fortune to Halifax, he continued al- 
ways of his patron's party, but, as it seems, without vio- 
. tetaGje OB acrimony; and hb firmness was naturally es- 
te^medf. a». his abilities were reverenced. His security 

f2 
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therefore was never violated ; and when upon tKe extm- 
sion of the whigs, some intercession w«w used lest Ccngteve 
should be displacedythe carl of Oxford made this answer : 



*' Kon obtusa adeo geitamus pectora Vani, 

Nee t&m aversus equos Tyria sol jungit ab urbe.' 



He that was thus honoured by the adverse party might 
naturally expect to be advanced when his friends returned 
to power, and he was accordingiy mafle secretary fpr' the 
island of Jamaica; a place, I suppiose, without trust: or 
care, but which, with his post in the customs, is said to 
have afforded him twelve hundred pounds a year.^ 

His honours w«re yet far greater than his promts. 
Every writer mentioned him witli respect; and, among 
other testimonies to his merit, Steele made him the patron^ 
of his miscellany, and Popeinspribed to him his translatics. 
of the Iliad. 

But he treated the Muses with ingratitude ; for, having* 
long conversed familiarly^ with the great 9, he wished to be 
considered rather as a man of fashion than of wit ;:; and; 
when he received a visit fiK>m Voltaire, disgusted him by 
the despibable foppery of desiring to be considered not as- 
an author but a gentleman ; to which the Frenchman re- 
plied, <*that if he had been only a gentleman,., he should 
not have eome to visit him." 

In his retirement he may be supposed to have applied 
himself to books; for he discovers more literature than 
the poets have commonly attained. But his studies were 
in his latter days obstructedby cataracts in his eyes, which 
at last terminated in blindness.. This melancholy state 
was ajggravated byrthe gout, for which he souglit relief by 
a journey to BAth ; but beitfg overturned in his charitot, 
complained from that tim4 of a p«in in hisMde, and-died. 
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at his house in Sarrey^street in the Strand', Jafiaaiy 29| 
1 7^8-9. Hsvuig lain in state in the Jerusalem chamber, 
he was buried in Westminster-abbey, where a monument 
1)1 erected to his memory by Henrietta duchess of Marl- 
borough, to whom, for reasons either not known or not men- 
tioned, he bequeathed a legacy of about ten thousand 
pounds ; the accumulation of attentive parsimony, which 
though to ber superfluous and useless, might have given 
l^eat assistance to the ancient family from which he de- 
scended, at that ^ipe by the imprudence of his relation^ 
reduced to difficulties and distress. 

CoNG&EVE has ment of the highest kind; he is an 
original writer, who borrowed neither the models of his- 
plot nor the manner o& his dialogue. Of his plays I cannot 
speak distinctly, for siffce I inspected them many years- 
liave passed ; but what remains upon my memory is, that 
his characters are commuily fictitious and artifici|l| with 
very little of nature and not much of life. He formed' a 
peculiar id^a of comic excellence, which he supfHtfcd to 
consist in gay remarks and unexpected answers ; but that 
which he endeavoured he seld6m fmled of performing. 
His scenes exhibit not much of humour, imagery, or pas- 
sion : his personages are a kind of intellectual gladiators; 
every sentence i| to ward. or strike : the contest of smart- 
ness is never fttermitted ;. his wit is a meteor playing to 
and fro with alternate coruscations. His' comedies • have 
therefore, in some degree 9. the operation of tragedies ; 
they surprize rather thaa divert, and raise admiration 
oftener than merriment. But they are the works of a mind 
replete with. images and quick in combination. 

Of his miscellaneous pofttry I cannot say any thing very 
fkvooiable. The powers «f ' Congreve seem to desert him^ 
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when he leaves the stage, as Antaeus was no longer strong 
than when he could toach the ground. It cannot be bbserv^ 
ed without wonder« that a n^ind so vigorous and fertile in 
dramatic compositions should on any other occasion disco- 
vernothing but impotence and poverty. H« has in these 
little pieces neither elevation of fancy, selection of lan- 
guage, nor skill in versification; yet, if I were required to 
select from the whole mass of English poetry the most 
poetical paragraph, 1 know not what I could prefer to an 
exclamation in T/ie Mourning Bridmt 

ALMERIA. 
U was a fancy'd noise ; for all is hush*d. 

LEONORA. 
It bore the accent of a human vq^cc. 

ALMERIA. 

It^as thy fear, or else some transient wind' 
Whistling thro' hollows of this vaulted aisle 
W^'M listen— 

LEONORA. 
Hark ! 

ALMERIA. 

' No, all is hush'd and stUl as death 'Tis dreadful! 

How reverend is the face of this tall pile? 
Whose ancient pillars rear their marble heads. 
To bear aloft its arch'd and ponderous roof, 
Hy its own weight made steadfast and immoveable. 
Looking tranquillity ! it strikes an awe 
And terror on my aching sight $ the tombs 
And monumental caves of death look cold. 
And shoot a chilness to my trembling heart. 
Qive me thy hand and let me jiear thy voice, 
^^y» quickly speak to me, and let me hear 
Thy voice — my own affnghtsine with its eohoes* 



I 
/ 
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He who reads these line» enjoys for a moment the 
powers of a poet ; he. feels what he remembers to have felt 
before; but.he fells it with great increase of sensibility; 
he recognizes a familiar image, but meets it again ampli-* 
iied and expanded, embellt^ed with beauty and enlarged 
with majesty. 

Yet could the author who appears- liere to have enjoyed 
the confidence of nature, lament the death of queen Mary 
in lines like these : 



The rocks are^eleft, and new descending rills 

£urrow the brows of all th' impending, hills. 

The water-gods to floods their rivulets turn^ 

And each, with streaming eyes, suppKes his wanting iirn. 

The fauns forsake the woods, the nymphs the grove^ 

And. round the plain in sad distractions rove ;, ' 

Zti prickly brakes their tender limbs they tear;^ 

And leave on thorns their locks of golden hair. 

With their sharp nailS, themselves the Satyrs wound* 

And tug their shaggy beards, and bite with grief the ground* 

Lo Pan himself, beneath a blasted oak. 

Dejected lies, his pipe in pieces broke. 

See Pales weeping too, in wild despair. 

And to the pierc\pg winds her bosom bare. 

And see yon fading myrtle, where appears 

The queen of love, all bath'd in flowing tears ! 

See how she wrings her hands, and beats her breast,. 

And tears her useless girdle from her waist ! 

Hear the sad murmurs of her sighing doves ! 

For grief they sigh, forgetful of tlicir loves. 

And, many years after, he gave no proof that time had; 
improved his wisdom, or his wit ; for on the death of the 
marquis of Blandford this was his song :. 

And now the winds' which had so long been still,^ 
Began the swelling air with sighs to fill ; 
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The Vftter-oyinphtf vlio moUonleM remain'd, 

like imsget of ice, while the complAin*d» 

Now loo8*d their ttreami ; as when descending r&ins^ 

BoH the steep tonents headlong o'er the plains. 

The prone creation who so long had gazM» 

Charm'd with her cries* and at her griefs ainaz'd> 

Began to roar and howl with horrid yell^ 

Dismal to hear, and terrible to tell V 

Nothing but groans and sighs were heard around. 

And echo multiplied each moumf ul sound. 



Ita botli these funeral poems, when he has yelled out many 
MffUadlea of senseless dolour^ he dismisses his reader witii 
senseless consolation ; from the grave of Pastora rises a 
Kght that foriAs a star ; and where Amaryllis wept far 
Amfntas, from every tear tpiu^g up a violet. 

But William is His hero, and of William he will ^g: 

The hoveiihg winds on dhwny wings shall wait^fmuid,. 
And eatohy and wait to forogn lands, the flying sound. 

It cannot but be proper to diow whatlhefah^l have to. 

catch and carry :. 

• 

'Twas now, when flowery lawns the prospect made^ 
And flowing brooks beneath a forest-shade, 
A lowing heifer, loveliest of the herd. 
Stood. feeding by: whilst two fierce bulls prepared 
Their armed heads for fight, by fate of war to prove 
The victor worthy of the fair one's love ; 
Unthought presage of what met n^xt my view ; 
For soon the shady scene withdrew. 
And now, for woods, and fields, and springing flowers. 
Behold a town arise, bulwarked with walls and lofty towers ;. 
Two rival armies all Ate plain overspread. 
Each in battalia rapg'd, and shining arms array'd { 
With eager eyes beholding both from far 
^Samur, the prize and mistress of the war. 
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The Birth qf the Muse is a miserable fiction. One 
good line it has, which was borrowed itosa Dryden. The 
concluding verses are these ; 

This said, no more remain'd. Th' ethereal host 
Agtdn impatient crowd the crystal coast. 
The father now, within his spacious hands, 
ISncompass'd all the mingled mass of seas and lands; 
And, having heav'd aloft the ponderous sphere. 
He launch'd the world, to float in ambient air. 

Of hb irregular poems, that to Mrs. Arabella Hunt 
seems to be the best : his ode for St. Cecilia's Day, hovr- 
ever, has some lines which Pope had in his mind when he 
wrote his own. 

His imitations of Horace ai*e feebly j^araphrastical, and 
the additions which he makes are of little value. He some* 
times retains what were more properly omitted, as when 
he talks of •vr.rvian and gums to propitiate Venus. 

Of his translations, the satire of Juvenal was written 
very early, and may therefore be forgiven, though it have 
not the massiness and vigour of the original. In all his 
versions strength and sprightliness are wanting: his Hymn 
to Venusy from Homer, is perhaps the best His lines are 
weakened with expletives, and his rhymes are frequently 
imperfect. 

His petty poems are seldom worth the cost of criticism ; 
^metimes the thoughts are false, and sometimes common. 
In his verses on lady Gethin, the latter part is in imitation 
of Dryden's ode on Mrs. Killigrew ; mid Xkiris, that has 
been aa lavishly fialleited bySleele* has i«4«ed some lively 
stanzas> hutjto esrpcsswn mlf^t bo m«MNied ; m^ the 
most striking part of ibe ehaioieter Md. beim already 
shown in Love for Love. HhArt ^f J^letumg is founded 
-on a valgar, but perhaps Mni|^ISE^cable» principle, and the 
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staleness of the sense is not concealed by any novelty of 
illustration or elegance of diction. 

This tissue of poetry, from which he seems to have 
hoped a lasting name, is totally neglected, and known only 
as it appened to his plays. 

While comedy, or while tragedy, is regarded, his plays 
are likely to be read ; but, except* what relates to the 
stage, I know not that he has ever written a stanza that 
is sung or a couplet that is quoted. The general charac* 
ter of his miscellanies is, tliat they show little wit and 
littl* virtue. 

Tct to him it must be cofessed that 'we are indebted for 
the correction of a national error, and for the cure of out 
Pindaric madness. He first taught the English writers 
that Pindar's odes were regular ; a|*d though certainly he 
had not the fire requisite for the higher species of lyric 
poetry, he has shown us, that -enthusiasm has its rules, 
and that in mere confusion there ts neither grace nor 
greatness. 

* "Except!" Dr. Warton exclainnrs, "Is not Uiis a high sort 
of poetry?" He mentions likewise tliat Congreve's opera, or 
©ratoria, of Semele was set to music by Uagdel, I Relieve in 
174S. C. 
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Sir RICHARD BLACKMORE is one of those 
men whose writings have attracted much notice, but of 
whose life and manners very little has been communi- 
cated, and whose lot it h^s been to be much oftener 
mentioned by enemies than by friends. 

He was the son of Robert Blackmore of Corsham in 
Wiltshire, styled by Wood, gentleman^ and sup'posed 
to have been an attorney. Having been for some, time 
educated in a country -school, he was sent at thirteen to 
Westminster; and in 1668 was entered at Edmund- 
Hall in Oxford, where he took the degree of M. A. 
June 3, 1676, and resided thirteen years; a much longer 
time than it is usual to" spend at the university ; and 
which he seems to have passed with very little atten- 
tion to the business of the place ; for, in his poems, the 
ancient names of nations or places, which he often pro- 
duces, are pronounced by chance. He afterwards tra- 
velled : at Padua he was made doctor of physic ; and, 
after having wandered about a year and a half on the 
continent, returned home. 

In some part of his life, it is not known when, his 
indigence compelled him to teach a school, an humili- 
ation with which,.^ though it certainly lasted but a little 
while, his enemies did not forget to j'eproach him, when 
he became conspicuous enough to excite malevolence ; 
and let it be remenibered Cor h^ honour, that to have 
been once a school-master is the only reproach which. 
Vol. II. Q 
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that, as the poet sinks, the man rises ; the animadver- 
sions of Dennis, insolent and contemptuous as they 
were, raised in him no implacable resentment : he and 
his critic were afterwards friends ; and in one of his 
latter works he praises Dennis as ^< equal to Boileau in 
poetry, and superior to him in critical abilities." 

He seems to have been more delighted with praise 
than pained by censure, and, instea'd of slackening, 
quickened his career. Having in two years produced 
ten books of Prince Arthur^ in two years more (1697) 
he sent into the world King Arthur ^ in twelve. The 
provocation was now doubled, and the resentment of 
wits and critics may be supposed to have increased in 
proportion. He found, however, advantages more than 
equivalent to all their outrages j he was this year made 
one of the physicians in ordinary to king William, and 
advanced by him to the honour of knighthood, with the 
present of a gold chain and a medal. 

The malignity of the wits attributed his knighthood 
to his new poem; but king William was not very 
studious of poetry ; and Blackmore perhaps had other 
merit, for he says, in his dedication to A{fred^ that " he 
had a greater part in' the" succession of the house of 
Hanover than ever he had boasted." 

What Blackmore could contribute to the succession, 
or what he imagined himself to have contributed, can- 
not now be known. That he had been of considerable 
use, I doubt not but he believed, for I hold him to have 
been very honest ; but he might easily make a false 
estimate of his own importance : those whom their vir- 
tue restrains from deceiving others are often disposed 
by their vanity to deceive themselves- Whether he 
promoted the succession or not, he at least approved 
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it, and adhered invariably to his principles and party 
through his whole life. 

His ardour of poetry still continued ; and not long 
after (1700) he published A parafihraae on the Book of 
Job and other parts of the scripture. This performance 
Dryden> who pursued him with great malignity, lived 
long enqugh to ridicule in a prologue. 

The wits easily confederated agianst him, as Dry- 
den, whose favour they almost all courted, was his pro- 
fessed adversary. He had besides given them reason 
for resentment, as,, in his preface to Prince Arthur^ he * 
had said of the dramatic writers almost all that was 
alleged afterwards by Collier ; but Blackmore's cen- 
sure was cold and general. Collier's was personal and 
ardent ; Blackmore taught his reader ta dislike what 
Collier incited him to abhor. 

In his preface to King Arthur he endeavoured to 
gain at least one friend, and propitiated Congreve by 
higher praise of his Mourning Bride than it has obtain- 
ed from any other critic. 

The same year he published A satire on Wit ; a pro- 
clsLmation of defiance, which united the poets almost 
all against him, and which brought upon him lampoons 
and ridicule from every side. This he^ doubtless fore- 
saw, and evidently despised ; nor should' his dignity of 
mind be without its praise, had he not paid the homage 
to greatness which he denied to genius, and degraded 
himself by conferring that authority over the national 
taste which he takes from the poets upon men of high 
rank and wide influence, but of Less wit and not greater 
virtue. 
Here is again discovered the inhabitant of Cheapside, 

whose head cannot keep his poetry unraingled with 

Q 2 
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trade. To hinder that intellectual bankruptcy which 
he. affects to fear, he will erect a Bank for Wit, 

In this poem he justly censured Dry den's impurities, 
but praised his powers ; though in a subsequent edition 
he retained the satire and omitted the praise. What 
was his reason, I know not ; Dryden was then no longer 
in his way. 

His head still teemed with heroic poetry ; and ( 1705) 
he published £iiza<, in ten books. I am afraid that the 
world was now weary of contending about Blackmore's 
* heroes ; for I do not remember that by any author, 
serious or comical, I have found Eliza either praised 
or blamed. She " dropped," as it seems, " dead-born 
from the press.'* It is never mentioned, and was never 
seen by me till I borrowed it for the present occasion. 
Jacob says, ** it is corrected and revised for atiother im- 
pression ;" but the labour of revision was thrown away. 

From this time he turned some of his thoughts to 
the celebration of living characters; and wrote a poem 
on the Kit'kat Cluby and Advice to the Poets hov) to 
celebrate the Duke of Marlborough ; but on occasion of 
another year of success, thinking himself qualified to 
give more instruction, he again wrote a poem ofjidvice 
to a Weaver of Tapestry, Steele was then publishing 
The Tatler; and looking around him for something at 
which he might laugh, unluckily lighted on Sir Ri- 
chard's work, and treated it with such contempt, that, 
as Fenton observes, he put an end' to the species of 
writers that gave advice to Painters. 

Not long after (1712) he published Creation Kfihitoao* 
fihical poem^ which has "been by my recommendation in- 
serted in the late collection. Whoever judges of this by 
any other of Blackmore'^ performances will do it rnjuiy. 
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The praise given it by Addison {Sjiec. 389) is too well 
known to be transcribed ; but some notice is due to the 
testimopy of Dennis, who calls it a " philosophical poem, 
which has equalled that of Leucretius in the beauty of its 
versification, and infinitely surpassed it in the solidity 
and strength of its reasoning." . 

Why an author surpasses himself, it is natural to in- 
quire. I have heard from Mr. Draper, an eminent book- 
seller, an account received by him from Ambrose Philips^ 
*> that Blackmore, as he proceeded in this poem, laid 
his manuscript from time to time before a club of wits 
with whom he associated; and that every man contri* 
buted, as he could, either improvement or correction ; 
so that," said Philips, ** there are perhaps no where in 
the book thirty lines together that now stand as they 
were originally written." 

The relation of Philips,. I suppose, was true; but 
when all reasonable, all credible, allowance is made 
for this friendly revision, the author will still retain an 
ample dividend of praise; for to him must always be 
assigned the plan of the work, the distribution of its parts, 
the choice of tppics, the train of argument, and, what is 
yet more, the general predominance of philosophical judg- 
ment and poetical spirit- Correction seldom effects more 
than the suppression of faults ; a happy line, or a single 
elegance, may perhaps be a^ded ; but of a large work 
the general character must always remain ; the original 
constitution can be . very little helped by local remedies ; 
inherent and radical dulness will never be much invigo- 
rated by extrinsic animation. * 

This poem 9 if he had written nothing else, would have 
transmitted him to, posterity among the first favourites of 
the English mnses ; but to make verses was his transcendent 
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pleasure 9 and as he was not deterred -by censure he was 
not satiated with praise. 

He deviated, however, sometinies into ot,her tracks 
of literature, and condescended to entertain l^is readers 
with plain prose- When The Sfiectator stopped, he con- 
sidered the polite world as destitute of entertainment ; 
and, in concert with Mr. Hughes, who wrote every third 
paper, published three times aweek TTi^ Lay MonaB- 
tery^ founded on the supposition that some literary men, 
whose characters are described, had retired to a house in 
the countiy to enjoy philosophical leisure, and resolved 
to instruct the public, by communicating their disquisi- 
tions and amusements. Whether any real persons were 
concealed under fictitious names, is. not known. The 
hero of the club is one Mr* Johnson ; such a constellation 
of excellence, that his character shall not be suppressed » 
though there is no great genius in the design nor skill in 
the delineation. 

<*The first I shall name is Mr. Johnson,, a gentleman 
that owes to nature excellent faculties and an elevated 
genius, and to industry and application many acquired 
accomplishments. His taste is distinguishing, just, and. 
delicate; his judgment clear, and his reason strong, ac- 
companied with an iraaginatinn full of spirit, of great 
compass, and stored with refined ideas. He is a critic 
of the first rank ; and, what is his peculiar ornament, he 
is delivered from the ostentation, malevolence, and su- 
percilious temper, that so often blemish m^n of that cha- 
racter. His remarks result from the nature and reason 
of things, and are formed»by a judgment free and unbias- 
sed by the authority of those who have lazily followed 
each other in the same beaten track of thinking, and arc 
arrived only at the reputation of acute grammarians and 
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commentators J rrienj who have been copying one another 
many hundred years, without any improvement; or, if 
they have ventured farther, have only applied in a me- 
chanical manner the rules of ancient critics to modern 
writings, and with great labour discovered nothing but 
their own want of judgment and capacity. As Mr. John- 
son penetrates to the bottom of his subject, by which 
means his observations are solid and natural, as well as 
delicate, so his design is always to bring to light some- 
thing useful and ornamental ; whence his character is 
the reverse to theirs, who have eminent abilities in insig- 
nificant knowledge, and a great felicity in finding out 
trifles. He is no less industrious to search out the merit 
of an author than sagacious in discerning his errors and 
defects ; and takes more pleasure in commending the 
beauties than exposing the blemishes of a laudable writing; 
like Horace, in a long work, he can bear some deformities^ 
and justly lay them on the imperfection of human nature, 
which is incapable of faultless productions. When an 
excellent drama appears in public, and by its intrinsic 
worth attracts a general applause, he is not stung with 
envy and spleen ; nor does he express a savage nature, in 
fastening upon the celebrated author, dwelling upon his 
imaginary defects, and passing over his conspicuous eX* 
cellencies. He treats all writers upon the satne impar- 
tial footing ; and is not, like the little critics, taken up 
entirely in finding out only the beauties of the ancient, and 
nothing but the errors of the modern writers. Never 
did any one express more kindness and good nature to 
young and unfinished authors; he promotes their inte- 
rests, protects their reputation, extenuates their faults, 
and sets off their virtues, and by his pandour guards them 
from the, severity of his judgment. He is not like thgse 
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dry critics whb are morose because they cannot write 
themselves, but is himself master of a good vein in poetry"; 
and though he does not often employ it, yet he has 
sometimes entertained his friends with his unpublished 
performances." 

The rest of the Lay Monks seem to be but feeble 
mortals, in comparison with the gigantic Johnson ; who 
yet, with all his abilities, and the help of the fraternity, 
could drive the publication but lo forty papers, which 

■ 

were afterwards collected into a volume, and called in 
the title ^ Sequel to the Sfiectatore^ 

Some years afterwards (1716 and 1717) he published 
two volumes of essays in prose, which can be comm^eiv- 
dcd only as they are written for the highest and noblest 
purpose, the promotion of religion. Blackmore's prose 
is not the prose of a poet; for it is languid, sluggish, 
and lifeless ; his diction is neither daring nor exact, 
his flow neither rapid nor easy, and his periods neither 
smooth nor strong. His account of wit will shew with 
how little clearness he is content to think, and how lit» 
tie his thoughts are recommended by his language. 

" As to its efficient cause, ivit owes its production to 
an extraordinary and peculiar temperament in the consti- 
tution of the possessor of it, in which is found a concur- 
rence of regular and exalted ferments, and an affluence of 
animal spirits, r6fined and rectified to a great dfegree of 
purity ; whence,^ being endowed with vivacity, brightnessi 
and celerity, as well*in their reflections as direct mo- 
tions, they become proper instrurnents for the sprightly 
operations of the mind ; by which means the imagination 
can with great facility range "the wide field of nature, 
contemplate an infinite variety of objects, and, by observ- 
ing the similitude and disagreement of their several quali- 
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ties, single out and abstract, and then suit and unite, 
t,hose ideas which will best serve its purpose. Hence 
beautiful allusions, surprising metaphors, and admirable 
sentiments, are always peady at hand ; and while the 
fancy is fiill of imager, collected from innumerable olyects 
and their differenjt qualities relations,, and habitudes, it 
can at pleasured dress a common notion in a strange but 
becoming garb ; by which, as before observed, the same 
thought will appear a new one, to the great delight and 
wonder of the hearer. What we call genius results ft^om 
this particular happy complexion in the first formation of 
th.e person that enjoys it, and is nature's gift but diversi- 
fied by various specific characters and limitations, ,as its 
active fire is blended and allayed by different proportions 
pf phlegm, or reduced and regulated by the contrast of op- ^ 
posite ferments. Therefore, as there happens in the com- 
position of a facetious genius a greater or less, though still 
an inferior, degree of judgment and prudence, one man of 
wit will be varied and distinguis^ied from another. " 

In these essays he took little care to propitiate the 
wits ; for he scorns to avert their malice at the expence 
of virtue or of truth. 

** Several, in their books, haye many sarcastical and 
spiteful strokes at religion in general ; while others make 
themselves pleasant with the principles of the Christian. ^ 
Of the last kind, this age has seen a most audacious^ex- 
ample in the book entitled. A Talv of a Tub, Had this 
'writing been published in a Pagap or Popish nation, who 
are justly impatient of all indignity offered to the esta- 
blished religion of their country, no doubt but the author 
would have received the punishment he deserved. But 
the fate of this impious buffoon is yery different ; for in a 
Protestant kingdomi, zealous of their oivil and religious 
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immunities, he has not only escaped afifronts and the ef-. 
fects of public resentment, but has been caressed and pa- 
tronized by persons of great figure and of all denomintions. 
Violent party-men, who differed in all things besides, 
agreed in their turn to show particular respect and friend- 
ship to this insolent deriderof the worship of his country, 
till at last the reputed writer is not only gone off with im- 
punity, but triumphs in his dignity and preferment. I do 
not know that any inquiry or search was ever made after 
this writing, or that any reward was ever offered for the 
discovery of the author, or that the infamous book was ever 
condemned to be burnt in public: whether this proceeds 
from the excessive esteem and love that men in power, 
during the late reign, had for wit, or their defect of zeal 
and concern for the Christian religion, will be determined 
best by those who are best acquainted with their charac- 
ter." 

In another place he speaks with becoming abhorrence 
of a godlesa author^ who has burlesqued a Psalm. This 
author was supposed to be Pope, who published a reward 
for any one that would produce the coiner of the accusation, 
but never denied it; and was afterwards the perpetual 
and incessant enemy of Blackmore. 

One of his essays is upon the spleen, which is treated by 
him so much to his own satisfaction, that he has published 
the same thoughts in the same words; first in the Lay 
Momatery ; then in the Essay ; and then in the preface 
to a Medical Treatise on the Spleen. One passage, 
which I have found already twice, I will here exhibit, be- 
cause I think it better imagined, and better expressed, 
than could be expected from the common tenor of his 
prose. 
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** —As the several combinations of splenetic madness 
and folly produce an infinite variety of irregular under- 
standing, so the amicable accomodation and alliance be- 
tween several virtues and vices produce an equal diversity 
in the dispositions and manners of mankind ; whence it 
comes to pass, that as many monstrous and absurd pro* 
ductions are found in the moral as in the intellectual 
world. How surprising is it to observe, among the least 
capable men, some whose minds are attracted by heaven 
and earth with a seeming equal force ; some who are proud 
of humility; others who are censorious and uncharitable, 
yet self-denying and devout ; some who join contempt of 
the world with sordid avarice ; and others who preserve 
a great degree of piety, with ill-nature and ungoverned 
passions ! Nor are instances of this inconsistent mixture 
less frequent among bad men, where we often, with admi* 
ration, see persons at once generous and unjust, impious 
lovers of their country and flagitious heroes, good-natured 
sharpers, immoral men of honour, and libertines who will 
sooner die than change their religion ; and though it is true 
that repugnaat coalitions of so high a degree are found but 
in a part of mankind, yet none of the whole mass, either 
good or bady are entirely exempted from some absurd 
mixture.'* 

He about this time (Aug. 22, 1716) became one of the 
elects of the college of Physicians ; and was soon after 
(Oct. 1,) chosen censor. He seems to have arrived late, 
whatever was the reason, at his medical honours. 

Having succeeded so well in his book on Creation^ by 
which he established the great principle of all religion, he 
thought his undertaking imperfect, unless he likewise en- 
forced the truth. of revelation ; and for that purpose ad- 
ded another poem, on redem/Jiion* He had likewise writ- 
ten, before his Creation^ Ojree books on the J^'ature qf Man, 

Vol. n. R 
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The lovers of musical devotion have always wished for 
a more happy metrical version than they have yet obtain- 
ed of the book of Psalms. This wish the piety of Black- 
more led him to gratify; and he produced {\72l)jinevf 
Fersion of the F^alma of David, Jilted to the Tunes used 
in Churches ; which, being recommended by tjie archbi* 
shc^s, and many bishops, obtained a licence for its ad- 
mission into public worship ; bu* no admission has it yet 
obtained, nor has it any right to come where Brady and 
Tate have got possession. Blackmore's name must be 
added to those <rf many others who, by the same attempt, 
^ave obtained only the praise of meaning well. 

He was not yet deterred from heroic poetry. There 
was another monarch of this island (for he did not fetch his 
heroes from foreign countries) whom he considered as 
worthy of the epic muse ; and he dignified Alfred (1723} 
with twelve books. But the opinion of the nation was now 
settled ; a hero introduced by Blackmore was not likely 
to find either respect or kindness ; Alfred todc his place 
by Mliza in silence and darkness ; benevolence was 
ashamed to favour, and malice weary of insulting. Of his 
four epic poems, the first had such reputation and popula- 
rity as enraged the critics; the second was at least 
known enough to be ridiculed ; the two last had neither 
friends vast enemies. 

Contempt is a kind of gangrene, which, if it seizes one 
part of a character^ corrupts all the rest by degrees. 
Blackmore, being despised as a poet, was in time neglect- 
ed as a physkian ; his practice, which was once invidioufily 
great, forsook him in the latter part of his life ; but being 
by nature, or by principle, averse from idleness, he em- 
ployed his unwelcome leisure in writing books on physic, 
and teaching others to cure those whom he could himself 
cure no longer. I know not whether I can emimerate all 
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the treatises by which he has endeavoured to diffuse the art 
of healing ; for there is scarcely any distemper, of dreadful 
name, which he has not taught the reader how to oppose. 
He has written on the small-pox, with a vehement invec- 
tive against inoculation ; on consumptions, the spleen, the 
gout, the rheumatism, the king's-evil, the dropsy, the 
jaundice, the stone^ the diabetes, and the plague. 

Of those books, if I had read them, it rould not be ex- 
pected that I should be able to give a critical account. I 
have heen told that there is someUiing in them of vexation 
smd discontent, discovered by a perpetual attempt to de- 
grade physic from its sublimity , and to represent it as 
attainable without much previous or concomitant learning. 
By the transient glances which I have thrown upon them, 
I have observed an affected contempt of the ancients, 
and a supercilious deri^on of transmitted knowledge. Of 
thb indecent arrogance the following quotation from his 
preface to the treatise on the Small -pox will afford a spe- 
cimen ; in ^hich, when the reader finds, what I fear is 
truej that, when he was censuring Hippocrates, he did not 
know the difference between afihorism and ajxojihthegm^ 
he will not pay much regard to his determinations con- 
cerning ancient learning. 

•* As for his book of Aphorisms, it is like my lord 
Bacon's of the same title, a book of jests, or a grave col- 
lection of trite and trifling observations ; of whi^h though 
many are true and certain, yet they signify nothing, and 
may afford diversion, but no instruction ; most of them 
being much inferior to the sayings of the wise men of 
Greece) which yet are so low and mean, that we are 
entertained every day with more valuable sentiments at the 
table conversation of ingenious and learned men.** 

I am unwilling, however, to leave him in total disgrace.- 
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and will therefore quote from another preface a passage 
less reprehensible. 

'* Some gentlemen have been disengenuoua and unjast to 
me, by wresting and forcing my meaning, in the preface 
to another book, as if I condemned and exposed aU learn- 
ing, though they knew I declared that I greatly honoured 
and esteemed all men of superior literature and erudition ; 
and that I only undervalued false or superficial learning, 
that signifies nothing for the service of mankind ; and that 
as to physic, I expressly affirmed that learning must be 
joined with native genius to make a physician of the first 
rank ; but if those talents are separated, I asserted, and do 
still insist, that a man of native sagacity and diligence will 
prove a more able and useful practiser than a heavy notional 
scholar, encumbered with a heap of confused ideas/' 

He was not cnly a poet and a physician, but produced 
likewise a work of a different kind, A true and imfiartial 
History of the Conafiiracy against King William j ofglo^ 
rioua memory, in the year 1 69 5. This I have never seen, 
but suppose it at least compiled with integrity. He en - 
gaged likewise in theological controversy, and wrote two 
books against the Arians; Just Prejudices against the 
Arian Hyfiothesis ; and Modern Arians ufimasked. Another 
of his works is /natural Theolcfgy, or Moral Duties const* 
dered afiartfrom Positive ; with some observations on the 
Desirableness and JVecessity of a sufiernatural Revelation, 
This was the last book that he published. He left behin4 
him The ace omfilished Preacher, oranFsSsay ufion Divine 
Eloquence ; which was printed after his death by Mr. 
White, of Nayland in Essex, the minister who attended 
his death-bed, and testified the fervent piety of his last 
hours. He died on the eighth of October, 1729. 

Black more, by the unremitted enmity of the wits, whpm 
be provoked more by his virtue than his dulness, has 
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been exposed to worse treatment than be deserved. His 
name was so long used to point every epigram upon dull 
Writers, that it became at last a bye-word of contempt ; 
but it deserves observation) that malignity takes hold only 
pf hi* writings^ and that his life passed without reproach, 
even when his boldness of reprehension naturally turned 
upon him many eyes desirous to espy faults, which many 
tongues would have made haste to publish. But those 
who could not blame could at least forbear to praise, and 
therefore of his private life and domestic character there 
are no memorials. 

- As an author he may justly claim the honours of mag- 
namity. The incessant attacks of his enemies, whether 
serious or merry, are never- discovered to have disturbed 
his quiet or to have lessened his confidence in himself: 
they neither awed him to silence nor to caution ; they 
neither provoked him to petulence nor depressed him to 
compiaint. While the distributers of literary fame were 
endeavouring to depreciate and degrade him, he either 
despised or defied them, wrote on as he had written before, 
and never tunied aside to^juiet them by civility or repress 
them by. confutation. 

He depended with great security on his own powers, 
and perhaps "was for that reason less diligent in perusing 
books. His literature was, I think, but small. What he 
knew of antiquity I suspect him to have gathered from 
modern compilers ; but, though he could not boast of much 
critical knowledge, his mind was stored with general prin« 
ciples, and he left minute researches to those whom he 
considered as little minds. 

With this disposition he wrote most of his goems. Ha- 
ving formed a magnificent design, he was careless of par- 
ticular and subordinate elegances; be Studied no niceties 

il2 
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of versification, he waited for no felicities of fancy ; but 
caught his first thoughts in the first words in which they 
were presented : nor does it appear that he saw beyond 
his own performances, Or had ever elevated his views to 
that ideal perfection which every genius bom to excel is 
condemned always topursuej and never overtake. In the 
first suggestions of his imagination' he acquiesced : he 
thought them good, and did not seek for better. His 
works may be read a long time without the occurrence of 
a single line that stands prominent from the rest. 

The poem on Creation has, however, the appearance of 
more circumspection : it wants neither harmony of nam:- 
bers, accuracy of thought, nor elegance of diction : it has 
either been written with great cai'e, or, what cannot be 
imagined of so long a work, with such felicity as made 
care less necessary. 

Its two constituent parts are ratiocination and descrip- 
tion. ' To reason in verse is allowed to be difiGicult ; bat 
Black more not only reasons in verse, but very often rea- 
sons poetically, and finds the art of uniting ornament with 
strength, and ea% with closeness. This is a skill which 
Pope might have cotxdescended to jlave learned from bim, 
when he needed it so much in his Moral Essays. 

In his descriptions both of life and nature, the poet and 
the philosopher happily co-operate ; tnithis recommen- 
ded by elegance, and elegance sustained by truth. 

In the structure and ordex of the poem, not only the 
greater parts are properly consecutive, but the didactic and 
illustrative paragraphs are so happily mingled, thkt labour 
is relieved by pleasure, and the attention is led on thmugh 
a long succession of varied excellence to the original posi- 
tion, the fundamental principle of wisdomi and of virtue. 
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As the heroic poems of Blackmore are now little read, 
it is thought proper to insert^ as a specimen from Prince 
jirthuvy the song oi^Mofiaa mentioned bjr Molineaux. 

But that which Arthur with most pleasure heard 
Were noble strains, by Mofias sun^ the bard. 
Who to his harp in lofty verse hegan. 
And through the secret maze of rtature ran* 
He the Great Spirit sung, that all things fiU'd, 

* That the tumultuous waves of chaos still'd ; 
Whose* nod dispos'd the jarring seeds to peace^ 
And made the Wats of hostile atoms <gease. 
All beings, we in fruitful nature find^ 
Proceed from the Great Eternal Mind ; 
Streams of his unexhausted spring of power. 
And, cherisb'd.with his influence, endure. 
He spread the pure cerulean fields on higb^ 
And arch'd the chambers of the vaulted sky. 
Which he, to suit their glory with their height, 
< Adorn'd with globes, that reel, as drunk with light. 
His hand directed all the tuneful spheres^ 
He turn'd their orbs and polish'd all the stars. 

"* He fill'd the sun's vast lamp with golden light. 
And bid the silver moon adorn the night* 
He spread the airy ocean witliout shores. 
Where birds are wafted with their feather'd oars : 
Then sung the bard how the light vapours rise 
From the warm earth, and cloud the smiling skies .- 
He sung how some, chilled in their airy flight, 
Fall scatterM down in pearly dew by night ; 
How some, rais*d higher, sit in secret streams 
On the reflected pohits of bounding beams. 
Till, chiU'd with cold, they shade th' ethereal plain 
Then on the thirsty earth descei^d in rain ( 
liow some, whose parts a slight contexture show ; 
Sink, hovering through the air, in fleecy snow ; 
How part is spun in silken threads, and clings 
Entangled in the grass in glewy strings ; 
How others stamp to stones, with rushing sound 
Fall from their chrystal quarries to the ground ; 
How some are laid in trains, that kindled fly. 
In harmless fires by night, about the sky $ 
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How some in winds blow with impi^ttottft force. 

And carry ruin where they bend their course. 

While some conspire to form a gentle breeze. 

To fan the air, and play among the trees ; 

How some^ enraged, grow turbuWnt and loud. 

Pent m the bowels of a frowning cloud. 

That cracks, as if the aiLis of the world 

Was broke, and heayen's bright towers were downwards 

hurl'd. 
He sung how-eatth's wide ball, at Jove's command. 
Did in^he midst on airy columns stand ; 
And how the soul of plants, in prison held. 
And bound with sluggish fetters, lies conceilM, 
Till, with the Spring's warm beams, almost releas'd 
From the dhll weight with which it lay opprest, 
Its vigour spreads, and makes the teeming earth 
Heave up, and labour with the sprouting birth r 
The active spirit freedom seeks in vain. 
It only works and twists a stronger chain ; 
Urging its prison's sides to break away. 
It makes that wider where 'tis forced to stay : , 
Till, having form'd its living house, it rears 
Its head, and in a tender plant appears. 
Hence springs the oak, -the beauty of the grove. 
Whose stately trunk fierce storms can scarcely move. 
Hence grows the cedar, hence the swelling vine 
Does sound the elm its purple clusters twine. 
Hence painted flowers the smiling gardens bless. 
Both with their fragrant scent and gaudy dress. 
Hence the white lily in full beauty grows. 
Hence the blue violet, and blushing rose; . 
He sung how sun-beams- brood upon the earth, 
And in the glebe hatch such a numerous birth ; 
Which way the genial warmth in Summer storms 
Turns putrid vapours to a bed of worms ; » 
How- rain transforra:'d by this prolific power. 
Falls from the clouds an animated'shower. 
He sung the embryo's growth within the womb. 
And how ihe parts their shapes assume : 
With, what rare art the wondrous struoture?s wrought 
From one crude mass to such perfection brought i 
That no part useless,- none misplac'd^we see. 
None are forgot, and more would monstrous b^. 
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X HE bvtvity with which I am to write the adtount of 
ELIJAH FENTON is not the eflFect of indifference or 
negligence. I have sought intelligence among his relations 
in his native country^ but have not obtained it. 

He was born near Newcastle in Staffi>rdshire, of an an- 
cient family,* whose estate was very considerable ; but 

* Me was bom at Shelton, near NewcasUe, May 20* 1683 s and 
was the youngest of eleven children of John Fenton, an attor- 
ney at law, and one of the coroners of the county of Stafford. 
His father died in 1694 : and his g^ave, in the church-yard of 
Stoke upon Trent, is distinjfuished by the following elegant 
Latii^ inscription from the pen of his son ; 

Johannes Fenton 
de Shelton 
antiqua stirpe generosus : 
juxta reliquias conjugis 

Catbarinje 
forraa, moribus, pietate* 
optijno viro dignissimx : 

Qui 
intemerata in ecclesiam fide» 
et virtutibus intaminitatis enituit ; 
necnon ingenii lepore 
bonis artibus ezpoliti* 
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he was the youngest of eleven children, and being there- 
fore necessarily destined to some lucrative employment 
was sent first to school, and afterwards to Cambridge,* 
but, with many other .wise and virtuous meta, who at that 
time oi discord and debate consulted conscience, whether 
well or ill informed, more &an interest, he doubted the 
legality of the government, and refusing to qualify himself 
for public employment by the oaths required, left the 
(ftiiversity without a degree i bat I never heard that the 
enthusiasm of opposition impelled him to separation from 
the church. 

By thu perverseness oi integrity he was dilven out a 
commoner of nature, excluded from the regular modes of 
profit and prosperity, and reduced to pick up a livelihood 
uncertain and fortuitous ; but it must be remembered that 
he kept his name uasuUied» and never suffered himself to 
be reduced} like too many of the same sect, to mean arts 
and dishonourable shifts. Whoever mentioned Fenton, 
mentioned him with honour. 

The life that passes in penury must necessarily pass in 
obscurity. It is impossible to trace Fenton from year 
to year, or to discover what means he used for his sup- 

' ac animo erga omnes benevolo, 

sibi suisque jucundus vixit. 
Decern annos juxori dilectex superstes 
magnum sui desiderium bonis 
omnibus reliquit» 

Anno 5 ''^^^^^ humanae 1694, 
^ . xtatis sux 56. 
See Gent Mag. 1791, Vol. LXI. p. 703. N. 

* He was entered, of Jesus college, and took a bachelor's de- 
gree in 1704; but it appears by the list of Cambridge grtdu- 
ates that he removed in 1736 to Triiuty Hsll. N. 
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port He was awbUe secretary to Charles earl of Or- 
rery ia Flanders, and tutor to hit young s6d» who after* 
wards raentiooed him with great esteem and tenderness. 
He was at coe time; assistant in the school of Mr. Bon* 
wicke in S^trrey ; and ^t another kept a achooi for himself 
at Sevenoaks HI Klent, which he brought tnts reputation ; 
but was persuaded tolesf^e it (iriO) by Mr. St. John, wkh 
promifies of a more honoitrabie empleyttent. 

His opinions, as he was a^ nonjuror, seem not to have 
been remarkably rigid. He wrote with great zeal and 
affection the praises of qiaeen Anne, and v«ry willingly 
and liberally extolled the duke of Marlborough, when he 
was (1707) at the height of his glory. . 

He expressed stiU more atteotion to Marlborough and 
his family by an elegiac pastoral on die manjuis of Bhtnd'* 
ford, which could be prompted only by respect or kind- 
ness; for neither the duke nor duchess desired the praise, 
JOT liked the a6st, of patronage. 

The elegance of his poetry entitled him to the company 
ef the wits of his time, and the amiableness of his manners 
made him loved wherever he was known. Of his friend- 
ship to Southern and Pope there are lasting monuments. 
He published in 1707 a collection of poems. 
By Pope be was once placed in a station that might 
have^been of great advantage. Craggs, when he was 
advanced to be secretary of state (about 1730) feeling his 
own want if literature, desired Pope to procure him an 
instructor, by whose help he might supply the deficiencies 
of his education. Pope recommended Fenton, in whom 
Crag^ found all that he was seeking. There was now a 
prospect of ease and plenty, for Fenton had merit and 
Craggs had generosity ; but the small-pox suddenly put 
an end to the pleasing expectation. 
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When Pope, after the gredt success of his J/tacf, under- 
took the Odyaaey^ being, as it seems, weary of translating, 
he determined to engage auxiliaries^— Twelve books he 
took to himself, and twelve he distributed between Broome 
and Fenton7 the books allotted toFenton were the first, tfie 
fourthy the nineteenth and the twentieth. It is observable, 
that he did not take the eleventh, which he had before 
translated into blank verse ; neither did Pope claim it, bat 
committed it to Broome. How^ the too associates performed 
their parts is well known co the readers of poetry, who 
have never been able to distinguish their books from those 
of Pope. 

In 1723 was performed his tragedy of Mariamne; to 
which Southern, at whose ho^se it was written, is said to 
have contributed such hints as his theatrical experience 
supplied. When it was shewn to Gibber, it was rejected 
by him, with the additional insolence of advising Fenton 
to engage himself in some employment of honest labour, by 
which he might obtain that support which he could never 
hope from his poetry.. The play was actied at the other 
theatre ; and the brutal petulance of Gibber was confuted, 
thought perhaps, not shamed, by general applause. Fen ton's 
profits are said to have amounted to near a thousand 
pounds, with which he discharged a debtxontracted by his 
attendance at court. 

Fenton seems to have had some peculiar system of 
versification. Mariamne-K^ written in lines often syllables, 
with few of those redundant terminations which the drama 
not only adpciits but requires, as more nearl/ approaching 
to real dialogue. The tenor of his verse is bo uniform that 
it cannot be thought casual ; and yet upon what principle 
he so constructed it, is difficult to discover. 
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The meiftion of his plaf brings to TRT^ind a Tery 
trifiifig occur re(»ce. «Fenton was one day in the Company 
o£ Broome, his associate, and Ford, a dcrgyman, at that 
time too well known, whose abilities, instead of famishing 
cenvivial merriment to the voluptuoas and dissc^ute, 
might have enabled him to excel among the virtuous and 
thifi wise. They determined ail to see The Merry Wive% 
of Windeor^ which was acted that night ; and Fenten, ad 
a dramatic poet, took them to the stage-door f whete the 
door keeper, inquiring Who they were, was told that they 
were three very necessary men. Ford, Broome, and Fen- 
ton. The name' in the play which Pope restored X6Br9ok 
was then Broome, 

It was perhaps after this play thait he midertook to 
revise the ptmctaation of Milton's poems, which, as thfo 
author neither wrote the original copy nor corrected thei 
press, was supposed capable of amendment. To this edi- 
tion he prefixed a short and elegant account of MUtx>n^s 
life, written at once with tenderness and integrity. 

He pnbrtshed likewise (1 73d) a very splendid editiea of 
Waller, with notes, often useful^ c^ten entertaioing^ fattt 
too much extended by long qut><AtionB from €laa<eiido»« 
Illustrations drawn from a book so^ easily consulted should 
be made by reference rather tlian t^ranscriptSenv 

The latter {kart cf his life was calm and pdieMant. fte 
reFict of Sir William Trumbull invited blm^, by Pb{»e% 
reeommendatiovH to educate her sen ; whem he iiTst v^ 
struoted at home, and then attended to Catfnhridge. Tfaef 
lady afterwards detained him with her a»the auditor of 
her accompte. Ke often wandered toi London^ and amused 
himedf with the caaTeraat^M of his Mieads; 
Vol. II. S 
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He died in 1730, at Easthampstead in Berkshire, the 
seat of lady TrumhuU; and Pope^ whoh^d been always 
his friend, honoured him with an epitaph of which he 
borrowed the two first lines from Crashaw. 

FentoQ was tall and bulky, inclined to corpulence, 
wluch he did not lessen by much exercise ; for he was 
very sluggish and sedentary, rose late, and when he had 
risen, sat down to his books or papers. A woman that 
ooce wuted^on him in a lodging told him, as she saidf that 
he would ''lie a-bed, and be fed with a spoon." This, 
however, was not the worst that might have been prog<> 
aosticated ; for Pope says, in his letters, that ** he died of 
indolence ;" but his immediate distemper was the goat. 

Of his morals and his conversation the account is uni- 
form ; he was never named but with praise and fondness, 
as a man in the highest degree amiable and excellent. 
Such was the character given him by the earl of Orrery, 
his pupil, such is the testimony of Pope ;* and such were 
the suffrages of all who could boast of his acquaintance. 

By a former writer of his life a story b told which 
ought not to be forgotten. He used, in the latter pjurt of 
his time, to pay hb-relations in the country a yearly viajt 
At an entertaiment made for the family by his elder 
brother, he observed, that one of his sisters, who had mar-^ 
ried unfortunately, was absent ; and found, upon inquiry, 
that distress had made her thought unworthy of invitation. 
As she was at no great distance, he refused to sit at the 
tabk till she was called, and when she had taken her 
place was careful to show her particular attention. 

His cdlectioQ of poems is now to be considered. The 
ode to the Sun is written upon a common plan, without 

^Spence. 
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uncommon sentiments ; but its greatest fault is its length. 
No poem should be long of which the purpose is only to 
strike the fancy, without enlightening the understanding 
by precept, ratiocination, or narrative. A blaze first 
pleases and then tires the sight. 

Of Florelio it is sufficient to say, that it is an occasional 
pastoral, which implies something neither natural nor ar- 
tificial, neither comic nor serious. 

The next ode is irregular, and therefore defective. A s 
the sentiments are pious, they cannot easily be new ; for 
what can be added to topics on which successive ages 
have been employed ? 

Of the Parafyhrate on Itaiah nothing Tery faTourabl6 
can be said. Sublime and solemn prase gains little by a 
change to blank verse ; and the paraphrast has deserted 
his original, by admitting images not Asiatic, at least not 
Jadaical : 

——Returning peace. 
Dove eyed, »nd rob*d in white— 

Of his petty poems some are very trifling, without any 
thing to be praised, either in the thought or expression. 
He is unlucky in his competitions f He tells the same idle 
tale with Congreve, and does not tell it so well. He trans* 
lates from Ovid the same epistle as Pope; but I am 
afraid not with equal happiness. 

To examine hts performances one by one would be 
tedious. His translation from Homer into blank verse 
will find few readers, while another can be had in 
rhyme ! The piece addressed to Lambarde is no disagree- 
able specimen of epistolary poetry : and his ode to the 
lord Gower was pronounced by Pope the next^e in the 
English language to Dryden^s Cecilia. Fenton may be 
justly styled an excellent versifier and a good poet. 
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WHATEVER I have said of Fenton is confirmed by 
Pope in a letter, by which he communicated to Broome an 
accouikt of his death. 

TO 

The Revd Mr. BROOME. 
At PuLHAM, near Ha&i«e stoke 

KOA 

[By Bbcclbs Bag.] SurroLXB 

D' SIR, 
I INTENDED to write to you. on this melancholy sub- 
ject, the death of Mr^ Fenton, before y'* came ; but stay'd 
to have informed myself and you of y* circumstances of it. 

All 1 UtfH? U, that he felt a Gradual I>eca]r» tho* so earljr 

in lifcj and was declining for 5 or 6 months. It was not, as 
I apprehended, the Gout in his Stomach, but I believe 
rather a complication first of gross humours, as he was 
naturally corpulent, not discharging themselves, as he u^ed 
no sort of exercise. No man better bore ye approaches 
of his Dissolution (as I am told) or with less osten- 
tation yielded *up his Being. The great modesty w®*" you 
know was natural to him, and y^ great Contempt he had 
for all sorts of. Vanity and Parade, never appeared more 
than in his last moments : He had a conscious satisfaction 
(no doubt) in acting right, in feeling himself honest, true, 
and unpretending to more than his own. So he dyed, as 
he lived} with that secret, yet sufficient. Contentment. 

As to any Papers left behind him, I dare say they can 
be but few ; for this reason , he never wrote out of Vanity, 
or thought much of the Applause of men. I know 
an instance where he did his utmost to conceal his 
own merit that way ; and if we join to this his natural 
Love of Ease, I fancy we must expect little of this 
Bort ; at least I hear of none except some few remarks 
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on Waller (w«^ his cautious integrity made him leave an 
order to be given to Mr. Tooson) and perhaps, the' 'tis 
many years since I saw it^a Translation of y* first Book of 
Oppian. He had began a tragedy of Dion, but made 
small progress in it. ' 

As to his other Affairs/ he dyed poor, but honesty 
leaving no Debts, or Legacies ; except of a few p^ to 
Mr. Trumbull and my Lady, in token of respect, Grate- 
fulness, & mutual Esteem. 

I shall with pleasure take upon me to draw this ami- 
able, quiet, deserving) unpretending Christian and Phi- 
losophical character, in his Epitaph. There truth may 
be s^ioken if#a few words: as for Flourish, '2c Oratory, 
& Poetiy, I leave them to younger and more lively Wri- 
ters, such as love writing for writing sake, and w^ rather 
shew their own Fine Parts, y"* Report the valuable ones 
of any other man. So the Elegy I renounce. 

I condole with you from my heart, on the loss of so 
worthy a man, and a Friend to us both. Now he is gone» 
I must tell you he has done you many a good office, and set 
your character in y^ fairest light to some who either 
mistook you, or knew you not. I doubt not he has done 
the same for me. 

Adieu : Let us love his memory, and profit by his exam- 
ple. I am very sincerely 
Dt SIR 
Your affectionate 
8c real Servant 
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GAY. 



John gay, descended from an old family, that had 
been looj^ in posseuioo of tjie manor of Goldworthy* in 
DeroBshiEe, wm born la 1688, at or near Barnstaple, 
^iRbere be was edupated by Mr. Luck^ who taught the 
ttheol of that town with good reputation, #and, a little 
before he retked from it, pubUshed a volame^ Latin 
and English verses. Under such a master he was likely 
to form a taste for poetry. Being bom without prospect of 
hereditary riches, he was sent to London in bis youth* 
and placed aipprentice with a silk mercer. 

How Icng he contuiued behind the counter, or with 
what degree «f softness and dexterity he received and 
jtccommodated the ladies, as he probably took no delight in 
telling it,, is not known. The report is, that he was «oon 
weary of either the restraint or servility of his occupation^ 
and easily persuaded his master to dischaige him. 

The duchess of Monmouth, remarkable for inflexible 
perseverance in her demand to be treated as a princess, 
in 17 1 3'took Gay into her service as secretary : by quitting 
a shop for such service he might gain leisure, but he cer- 
tainly advanced little in the. boast of independence. Of 
his leisure he made so good use, that he published next 
year a poem on Rural Sfiorta^ and inscribed it to Mr. 

* Cf^ldworthy does not appear in the FiUare, Dr* J. Holds- 
worthy is probably meant C. 
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Pope^ who was then rising fast into reputation. Pope was 
pleased with the honour; and, when he becam« acquainted 
with Gay, found such attractions in his manners and con- 
versation, that he seeas to have received him into his 
inmost confidence ; and a friendship was formed between 
them which lasted to their separation by death, without 
any known abatement on either part. Gay was the gene- 
ral favourite, of the whole association of wits ; but they 
regarded him as a play-fellow rather than a partner, and 
treated him with more fondne^ than respect* 

Next year .he published the Skefiherd's Weekf six 
English pastorals, in which the images are drawn from 
real life. Such as it appears among the rustics in parts of 
England remote from London. Steele, in some papers of 
The Guardian^ had praised Ambrose Philips, as the pas* 
toral writer that yielded' only to Theocritus, Virgil and 
Spencer. Pope, who had also published pastorals, not 
|ileased to be overlooked, drew up a comparison of his 
own compositions with those of Philips, in y^hich lie co- 
vertly gave* himself the preference, while he seemed to 
disown it. Not content witb.this, he is supposed to have 
incited Gay to wjritc The Shejiherd^a IVeek^ to show, that 
if it be necessaiy to copy nature with minuteness, runil 
life must be exhibited such as grossness and ignorance 
have made it. So far the plan was reasonable ; but the 
pastorals are introduced by a Froeme^ written with such 
imitation as they could obtain of obsolete language, and 
by consequence in a style that was never spoken nor writ- 
ten in any age or in any place. . 

But the effect of reality and truth became conspiciious , 
even when the intention was to show them grovelling and 
degraded. These pastorals became popular, and were 
read with delight, as just representations of rural manners 
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and occupatioQSy bj those who had no interest in the ri- 
valry €»f the poets, nor knowledge of the critical dispute^ 

• 

In in 3 he brought a comedy called The Wife of Bath 
upon the stage, bat it received no applause : he printed 
it, however, and seventeen years after, having altered it, 
and, as he thought, adaf^ted it more to the public taste, 
he offered it again to the town ; but though he was flushed 
with the success of the Beggar* 9 Ofiera, had the mortifi- 
cation to see it again rejected. 

In the last year cf queen Anne's life, Gay was itiade 
secretary to the earl of Clarendon, amba^ador to the 
court-of Hanover. This was a station that naturally gave 
him hopes of lundness from every partir ; but the queen's 
death put an end to her favours, and he had dedicated his 
Sheftherd^9 Week to Bolingbroke, which Swift considered 
as the cnme that obstructed all kindness from the Rouse 
of Hanover. 

He did not, however, omit to improve the right which 
his office had given him to the notice of the royal family. 
On the arrival of the princess of Wales, he wtote a poem, 
and obtained so much favour, that both the prince and 
princess went to see his What d* ye call it, a kind of mock- 
tragedy, in which the images were comic, and the action 
grave ; so that, as Fapt relates, MK Cromwell, who could 
not hear what was said, was at a loss how to reconcile 
the laughter of the audience with the solemnity of the 
scene. 

Of this performance the value certainly is but little ; 
but it was one of the lucky trifles that give pleasure by 
novelty, and was so much favoured by the audience, that 
envy appeared against it in the form of criticism ; and 
Griffin, a player, in conjunction with Mr, Theobald, a 
man afterwards more remarkable, produced a pamphlet 
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called The Key to the*Wnat d* yc call it ; <* which," say» 
Gay, ^< calls me a blockhead^ and Mr. Pope a knave." 

But fortune has atn^s been inconstant.' Not long 
afterwards (\7\7) he endeavoured to entertain the town 
with Three Hours after Marriage ; a comedy written» aa 
there is sufficient reason for belie ving, by the joint assis- 
tance of Pope and Arbuthnot. One purpose of it' was to 
bring into contempt Dr. Woodward the fossilist, a man 
not really or justly contemptible* It had the fate which 
such outrages deserve; the scene in which Woodward 
was directly and apparently ridiculed, by the introduc- 
tion of a mummy and a crocodile, disgusted the audience, 
and the performance was driven off the stage with gene- 
ral condemnation. 

Gay is represented as a man easily incited to hq)e, and 
deeply depressed when his hopes were disappointed. This 
is not the character of a hero; but it may naturally imply 
something more generally welcome, a soft and civil compa- 
nion. Whoever is apt to hope good from othera is diligent 
to please them ; but he that believes his- powers strong 
enough to force their own way, commonly tries only to 
please himself. 

He had been simple enough to imagine that those who 
laughed at the What d* ye call it would raise the fortune 
of its author ; and, finding nothing done, sunk into dejec-^ 
tion. His friends endeavoured -to divert him. The earl of 
Burlington sent him (1716) into Devonshire; the year 
after, Mr Pulteney took him to Aix ; and in the following 
year lord Harcourt invited him to his seat, where, during 
his visit, the two rural lovers were killed with lightening, 
as is particularly told in Pope's Letters. 

Being now generally known, he published (1720) his 
Poems by subscription, with such success^ that he raised a 
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thousand pounds ; and called bis friends to a consultation 
what use might be best made of it. Lewis, tlie steward of 
lord Oxford, advised him to intffist it to the funds, and 
live upon the interest; Arbuthnot bade him to intrust it to» 
proyidence, and live upon the principal ; Pope directed 
Mm, and was seconded by Swift, to purchase an annuity. 
' Gay* in that disastrous year* had a present from young 
Craggs of some South- sea stock, and once supposed him- 
self to be master of twenty thousand pounds. His friends 
persuaded him to sell his share ; but he dreamed of dig- 
nity and splendour, and could not bear to obstruct his own 
fortune. He was then importuned to sell as much as 
would purchase an hundred a year for life^ ** which/' says 
Fenton, ** will make you sure of a clean shirt and a shoul - 
der of mutton every day." This counsel was rejected : 
the profit and principal were lost, and Gay sunk under 
the calamity so low that his life became In danger. . 

By the care of his friends, among whom Pope appears 
to have shown particular tenderness, his health was re- 
stored; and returning to his studies, he wrote a tragedy 
called The Cafitivea^ which he was invited to read before 
the princess of Wales. When the hour came, he saw 
the princess and her ladies all in expectation, and ad- 
vancing with reverence too great for any other attention, 
stumbled at a stool, and falling forwards, threw down a 
weighty japan screen. The princess sUrted, the ladies 
screamed, and poor Gay, after all the disturbance, was 
still to ri&ad his play. 

The fate of The Cafifivea^ which was acted at Drury- 
Lane in 1733-4, 1 know not ;f but he now thought himself 

♦ Spence. 

t It was acted seven nights. The author's third night was 
by commaDd of their royal highnesses. Il> 
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in favour, and undertook (1726) to write a volume of 
fables for the improvement of the young duke of Cumber- 
land. For this he is said to have been promised a reward) 
which he had doubtless magnified with all the wild ex- 
pectations of indigence and vanity. 

Next year the prince and princess became king and 
queen, and Gay was to be great and happy ; but upon the 
settlement of the household he found himself appointed 
gentleman usher to the princess Louisa. By this oflfer he 
thought himself insulted, and sent a message to the queen, 
that he was too old foK the place. There seem to have 
been many machinations employed afterwards in his fa- 
vour ; and diligent court was paid to Mrs. Howard, after- 
wards countess of Suffolk, who was much beloved by the 
king and queen, to engage her interest for his promotion ; 
but solicitations, verses, and flatteries, were thrown away ; 
the lady heard them and did nothing. 

All the pain which he suffered from the neglect, or, as 
he perhaps termed it, the ingratitude, of the court, may 
be supposed to have been driven away by the unexampled 
success of the Beggar* 9 Ofiera, This play, written in 
ridicule of the musical Italian drama, was first offered to 
Cibber and his brethren at Drury-Lane, and rejected; it 
being then carri^ to Rich, had the effect, as was ludi- 
crously said) of making Gay richy and Rich gay. 

Of this lucky piece, as the reader cannot but wish ^ 
know the original and progress, I have inserted the rela* 
tioQ which Spence has given in Pppe's words, 

** Dr. Swift had been observing once to Mr. Gay, what 
an odd pretty sort of a thing a Newgate Pastoral might 
ijiake. Gay was inclined to try at such a thing for some 
time ; but afterwards thought it would be better to write 
ja. poped^ on the same plan. This was what gave rise to 
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« 
the Beggar*9 Opera, He began on it ; and* when first he 

mentioned it to Swift, the doctor did not much like the 
project. As he carried it on, he showed what he wrote to 
both of us, and we now and then gave a correction, or a 
word or two of advice ; but it was wholly of his owh wri- 
ting.-— When it was done, neither of us thought it would 
succeed. We showed it to Congreve ; who, after reading it 
over, said, it would either take greatly, or be damned con- 
foundedly.— We were all, at the first night of it, in great 
uncertainty of the event ; till we were very much encou- 
raged by overhearing the duke of Argyle, who sat in the 
next box to us say, ' It will do— it must do ! I see it in the 
eyes of them.' This was a good while before the first act 
was over, and so gave us ease soon ; for that duke (be- 
sides his own good taste) has a particular knack, as any 
one now living, in discovering the taste of the public. He 
was quite right in this as usual ; the good nature of the 
audience appeared stronger and stronger every act, and 
ended in a clamour of applause.** 

Its reception is thus recorded in the notes to the Dun^ 
dad* 

" This piece was received with greater applause than 
was ever known. Besides being acted in London sixty- 
three days without interruption, and renewed the next 
season with equal applause, it spread into all the great 
towns of England ; was played in many places to the thir- 
tieth and fortieth time ; at Bath and Biistol fifty, fltc. It 
made its progress into Wales, Scotland, and Ireland, 
where it was performed twenty-ftmr days successively* 
The ladies carried about with them the favourite songs 
of it in ^s, and houses were furnished with it ift 
screens. The fame of it was not confined to the author 
cttlj- The persoD who acted FoUy, tiU then obscure. 






GAY. 221 

became all at once the favoarke of the towD ; her pictures 
were engraved, and sold in great numbers ; her life writ- 
teny books of letters and verses to* her published, and 
pamphlets made even of her sayings and jests. Further- 
more, it drove out of England (for that season) the Italian 
opera, which had carried all before it for ten years.'* 

Of this performance, when it was printed, the reception 
was different, according to the difierent opinion of its rea- 
4ers. Swift commended it for the excellence of its mo- 
rality, as a piece that ** placed all kinds of vice in the 
strongest and most odieus light ;" but others, and among 
^hem Dr. Herring, aftearwarifls archln^op of Canterbury,* 
censured it as giving encouragement not only to vice but 
to crimes, by making a highwayman the hero, and dis* 
missing him at last unpunished. It has been even said, 
that after the exhibition of the Beggar^s Oficra^ the gangs 
of robbers were evidently mttitiplted. 

Both these decisions are surely exaggerated. The play, 
like many othersi was plainly written only to divert, 
vkhout any moral purpose, and is therefore not likely to 
do good ; nor can it be conceited) without more specula- 
tion than life requires or admits, to be productive of much 
evil. Highwaymen and house-breakers seldom frequent 
the play-house, or mingle in any elegant diversion ; nof is 
it possible for -any one to imagine that he tifiay rob with 
safety, because he sees Mackbeath reprieved upon the 

staipe. 

This objection however, or some other, rather political 
than moral, obtained such prevalence, that when Gay 
produced a second part under (he name of Polly ^ it wa& 
prohibited by the lord chamberlain ; and he was forced to 
zccompense his repulse by a subscription, which Is said to 
have been so liberally bestowed, that what he called op- 

VOL. II. t 
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|»re8sion ended in profit. The publication was so mudi 
&voQred, that though the first part gained hini four hun- 
dred pounds, near thrice as much was the prc^t of the 
second.* 

He received yet another recompense fm* this supposed 
hardship in the affectionate attention of the duke and 
duchess of Queensberry, into whose house he was taken » 
and with whom he passed the remaining part of his life. 
The duke, considering his want of oeconomy, undertook 
the management of his money, and gave it to him as he 
.wanted it.f But it is supposed that the discountenance of 
'the court sunk deep into his heart, and gave him more 
discontent than the applauses or tenderness of his friends 
xould overpower. He soon fell into his old distemfer, an 
habitual chdic, and languished, though with many inter- 
.vals ^f ease and cheerfulness, till a violent fit at last 
seized him, and hurried him to the grave, as Arbuthnot 
reported, with more precipitance than he had ever known. 
He died on the fourth of December, 1733, and was buried 
in Westminster abbey* The letter which brought an account 
.of his death to Swift was la^ by for some days-unopened^ 
because when he received it he was imprest with the pre- 
conception of some misfortune. 

After his death, was published a second volume d[ 
fables, more political than the former. His opera of 
Achillea was Acted i and Ihe profits were given to two wi- 
dow sisters, whq inherited what he left, as his lawful 
Jieirs ; for he-died Without a will> though he had gathered^ 
'three thousand pounds. There have appeared likewise 
iinder his name a comedy^ called The DUtreat Wife 9Jk& 
JThe Rehearaat at Got hern f a piece of humour. 

I'ht character given him by Pope is this, that ** he was 

^Bpence. f^bid. tibid. 
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a Datoral maa. wijtliout design, who spoke.wl^at he thdi^t» 
apd just as he thought it ;" and that <' he was of a timid 
temper, and fearful of giving offence to the great ;'** which 
caution however, says Pope, was of no avail. • 

As a poet, he cannot be rated very high. He was, as 
I once heard a female critic remark, " of a lower order/' 
He had not in any great degree the mene divmior^ the dig- 
nity of genius. Much however mu&t be allowed to the 
author of a new species of composition, though it be not of 
the highest kind. We owe to Gay the ballad opera \ a 
mode of comedy which at. first was supposed to delight 
only by its novelty, but has now by the experience of half a 
century been found so well accomodated to the disposition of 
a.pcpular audience, that it is likely to keep long poaseasioa 
of the stage. Whether this new drama was the produet 
of judgment or of luck, the praise of it must be given to the 
inventor; anjl there are many writers read with more 
reverence, to whom such merit of originality cannot be 
attributed. 

*His first performance, Tfye Rural ^ort8\ is such as 
waa easily planned and executed ; it is never contempti- 
ble nor never excellent. The Fan is Ane of those mytho* 
logical fictions which antiquity delivers ready to the hand» 
hut which, like other things that lie open to every one's 
use, are of little value. The attention naturally retires 
frpm a new tale of Venus, Diana, and Minerva. 

His fables seem to have been a favourite work ; for 
having published one volume he left another behind him. 
Of this kind of fiables, the authors do not app^r to have 
formed any distinct or settled notion. Phsdrus evidently 
confounds them with TaUs ; and Gay both witli Tale$ 

♦ Spence. 
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and MUgmcal Prosofiofiaiae* A Fable or Afloiogue, 
sudi as is now uader consideratioti, seems to be, in its ge- 
naine state, a narratiire m which beings irrational, and 
sometime inanimale, arborca loquuntur^ non tantum fertt^ 
are for the purpose of moral instruction, feigned to act and 
speak with human interest and pas«ons. To this descrip- 
tioa the compoaitioos ^ Gay do not always conform. Fm* 
a fable he gives now and then a tale, or an abstracted alle- 
gory ; and from some^ by whatever name they may be called, 
it will be difiacult to extract any moral principle. They are, 
liowever, told with liveliness ; the versification is smooth ; 
dnd the diclioB, though now and then a little constrained by 
the measure on the rhyme, is generally happy. 

To Trivid may be allowed all that it. claims; it is 
sprightly, various, and pleasant. The subject is of tfadt 
kind which Gay was by nature qualified to adorn ; yet 
some of his decorations may be justly wished away. An 
honest blacksmith might have done for Patty what is 
performed by Vulcan. The appearance of Cloacina is 
nauseous and superfluous; « shoe-boy could have been 
produced by the Casual cohabitalion of mere mortals. Ho- 
race's rul^ is broken in both c^es ; there is no tUpius 
vindice nnduSf no difficulty that required any supernatural 
interpositioD. A pattern may be made by the hammer of 
a. rooital ; and a bastard may be dropped by a human 
strumpet. On great occasions, and on small, the mmd is 
impelled by unless and apparent falsehood. 

Of his little poems the public judgment seems to be 
right; ttity. are neither much esteemed nor totally des- 
pised. 1 he story of the apparition is borrowed from one of 
the taleiy of Poggio. Those that pleaq%lea6^ are the pieces 
to which Gtdliver gave occasion; for who can much de- 
light in the echo of unnajural fiction > 
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Dione is a counterpart to jimynta and Pastor Fido^ 
and other trifles of the same kind easily imitated, and 
unworthy of imitation. What the Italians call comedies 
from a happy conclusion. Gay calls a tragedy from a 
mournful event ; but the style of the Italians and of Gay 
is equally tragical. There is something in the poetical 
Arcadia so remote from known reality and speculative 
possibility, that we can never support its representation 
through a long work. A pastoral of an hundred lines may 
be endured ; but who will hear of sheep and goats, and 
myrtle bowers and purling rivulets, through five acts ? 
Such scenes please barbarians in the dawn of literature, 
and children in the dawn of life ; but will be for the most 
throTvn away, as men- grow wise^and nations grow learned. 
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Of GKORGE GRANVILLE, or, as others write 
Greenville i or Grenvtlie^ afterwards lord Landsdown, 
of Bideford in the county of Devon, less is known than 
his name and high rank might give reason to expects 
He was born about 1667, the son of Bernard Greenville, 
who was instructed by Monk with the most private 
transactions of the restoration, and the grandson of sir 
Bevil Greenville, who died in the king's cause, at the 
battle of Landsdown. 

His early education was superintended by sir William 
Ellis ; and his progress was such, that before the age of 
twelve he was sent to Cambridge,* where he pronounced 
a copy of his own verses to the princess Mary d'Este of 
Modena, then duchess of York, when she visited the 
university. 

At the accession of king James, being now at eighteen^ 
he again exerted his poetical powers, and addressed the 
new monarch in three short pieces, of which the first is 
profane, and the two others such as a boy might be expect* 
ed to produce ; but he was commended by old Waller, 
-who perhaps was pleased to find himself imitated in six 
lines, which, though they begin with nonsense and end with 

"^Tq Trinity College. By the university register U; appears 
that he was admitted to his Master's degree in 1679 ; we must^ 
therefore, set the year of his birth some years back. H. 
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dulness, excited in theyonng author a rapture of acknow- 
ledgment. 

In number such as Waller*8 self might use. 

It was probably about this time that he wrote the 
poem to the earl of Peterborough, upon his accomfilUh- 
ment of the duke of York's marriage with the prin- 
cess of Modena, whose charms appear to have gained a 
strong prevalence over his imagination, and upon whom 
nothing ever has been charged but imprudent piety, and 
intemperate and misguided zeal for the propagation of 
Popery. 

However faithful Granville might have been to the 
king, or however enamoured of the queen , he has left no 
reason for supposing that he approved either the artifices 
or the violence - with which the king's religion was 
insinuated or obtruded. He endeavoured to be true at 
once to the king and to the church. 

Of this regulated loyalty he has transmitted to pos- 
terity a sufficient proof, in the letter which he wrote to 
his father about a month before the prince of Orange 
landed. 

**Mar, near Don caster, Oct. 6, 1688. 
^< To the honourable Mr. Barnard Granville, at the earl 

(d Bathe's St. James's. 

"SIR, 
** Your haviag bo prospect <^ obtaining a commission for 

me can no way alter or cool my desire at this important 

jnnctare to Tenture mf li£e» in some manner ov otheri 

lor my kipg and my country. 

**I cannot bear living under the ceproach of lying 

obscure smd idle in a country retirement, when every 

0ian -wko has the least sense of honour should be pre- 

ysring for the fieUL 
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<*Yoa may remember, sir, with what reluctance X 
submitted to your commands upon Monmouth's rebeU 
lion, when no importunity could prevail with- you to 
permit me to leave the academy : I was too young to 
be hazarded ; but, give me leave to say, it is glorious at 
any age to die for one's country ; and the sooner, the 
nobler the sacrifice. 

** I am now older by three years. My uncle Bathe 
was not so old when he was left among the slain at the 
battle of Newbury ; nor you yourself, sir, when you made 
your escape from your tutor's, to join your brother at the 
defence of Scilly. 

(• The same cause has now come round about again. 
The king has been misled ; let those who have misled 
him be answerable for it. Nobody can deny but he is 
sacred in his own person ; and it is every honest man's 
duty to defend it. 

**You are pleased to say, it is yet doubtful if the 
Hollanders are rash enough to make such an attempt ; but 
be that as it will, I beg leave to insist upon it, that 1 may 
be presented to his majesty, as one whose utmost ambi- 
tion it is to devote his life to his service^ and my country's 
after the example of all my' ancestors. ^ 

<* The gentry assembled at York, to agree upon the 
choice of representatives for the county, have prepared 
an address, to assure his majesty they > are ready to 
sacrifice their lives and fortunes for him upon this and 
all othes occasions ; but at the same time they humbly 
beseech hi'ro to give them such magistrates as may be 
agreeable to the laws of the land ; for, at present* there 
is no authority to which they can legally sobmit. 

•' They have been beating up for volunteers at 'York and 
the towns adjacent, to supply the regiments at Hull ; but 
&obody wiUlist. 



^'-By what I can hear, every body wishes well to the 
king ; but they would bh glad his ministers were hanged. 

'* The winds continue so contrary, that no landing can 
be so soon as was apprehended; therefore I nvay hope, 
with •your leavje and assistance, to be in reaiiness before 
any action can begin. I beseech you, sir, most humbly 
and most earnestly to add this one act of indulgence more 
to so many other testimonies which I have constantly 
received of your goodness ; and be pleased to believe mo 
always, with the utmost duty and submission, sir,- 

" Your most dutiful son, 

and most obedient servant, 

Geo. Granville." 

Tiirough the whole reign of king William he is sup- 
posed to have lived in literary retirement, and indeed had 
for some time fewotheT pleasures but those of study iahis 
power* He was, as the biographers observe, the younger 
soQ of a younger brother ; a denomination by which our 
ancestors proverbially expressed the lowest state of pe- 
nury and dependance. He is said, however, to have pre- 
served himself at this time from disgrace and difficulties 
by oeconomy, which he forgot or neglected in life more ad- 
vanced, and in better fortune. 

About this time he became enamoured of the countess 
of New burgh, whom he has celebrated with so much ar- 
dour by ^e name of Mira. He' wrote verses to her before 
he was three-and- twenty, and may be forgiven if he 
regarded the face mc»*e thatk the mind. Poets are some- 
timea in too much haste to praise. 

In the time of his retirement it is probable that he 
composed his dramatic pieces, the She Gallants (acted 
1.^6), which he revised, and called Once a Lorvtr and 
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ahvaya a Lover ; the Jenv of Veniee^ altered from Shake- 
speare's Mgrchant of Venice (lB98); Heroic Love^ a 
tragedy (1701) ; The Britiah Enchanters (1706), a dra- 
matiic poem ; 2aid Peleus and Thetis^ a masque> written 
to ^ccompsLTi^ The Jew of Venice , 

The comedies, which he has not printed in his own 
edition of his works, I never saw; Once a Lover and 
always a Lover is said to be in a great degree indecent 
and gross. Granville could not admire without bigotry ; 
he> copied the wrong as well as the right from his mas« 
ters, and tmLy be supposed to have teamed obscenity from 
Wychertey, as he learned mythology from Waller. 

In his Jew of Venice ^ as Howe remarks, the character 
of Shyiocic is made con^ic, and we are prompted to 
laughter instead of detestation; 

It is evident that Heroic Love was written and pre- 
sent^ on the stage before the death of Dryden. It is a 
mythological tragedy, upon the love of Agamemnon and 
Chiyseis, and therefore easily sunk into neglect, though 
praised in verse by Dryden, and in prose by Pope, 

It is concluded by the wise Ulysses with this speech : 

Fate holds the strings, and men like children move 

But as they're led ; success is from above. 

• 

At the accession of queen Anne, having his fortune 
improved b^y bequests from his father, and his uncle the 
earl* of Bath, he was chosen into paritament fof^Fowef * 
He soon after engaged in a joint tra«slat ion of the 
Invectives against .Fhilifi^ with a design, surely weak and 
puerile, of turning the thuoder of Demosthenes upon the 
head of Louis. 

He afterwards (in 1706) had his estate again aug- 
mented hy an inheritance from his elder brother, %i' 
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-Bevil GrenviUe> who as he returned from the govemmtnt 
of Barbadoes, died at' sea* He coDtinued to serve in 
parliament ; and in the ninth year of queen Anne was 
chosen Knight of the shire for Cornwall. , 

' At the memorable chang;e of the ministry (1710,) he 
was made secretary at war, in the place of Mr. Robert 
Walpole. t 

Next year, when the violence of party made twelve 
peers in a day, Mr. Granville became lord Landadovm 
baron Bide/or d^ by a .promotion justly remarked ^ to. be 
not invidiouS} because he' was the heir, of a family in 
which two peerages, that of the earl of Bath and lord 
Grranville of Potheridge^ had lately become extinct; 
Being now high in the queen's favour, he (1713) waH 
appointed comptroller of the household, and a privy 
coansellor, and to his othet hononrs was added the de^ 
dication of Pope's Windsor Foreat. He was advanced 
next year to be treasurer of the household. ) 

Of these favours he soon lost all but his title ; for at 
the accession of king George his place was given to 
the earl of Cholmiondeley, and.he was persecuted with 
the rest of his party. Having pxotested against the bill 
for attainting Ormond and BoUngbroke, he was, after 
the insurrection in Scotland, seized Sep. 26, 1715, as a 
suspected man, and confined in the tower tfll Feb. 6, 17t7« 
when he was at last released, and restoved^tb his seat in 
parliament: where (1719), he made a very ardent and 

- animated speech against the repeal of the bill to prevent 
occaeional conformity, which, however, though it was 

.then printed, he has not inserted into his works. 

Sometimes afterwards (about 1722), being perhaps 
embarrassed by his profusionv he went into foreign 
countries, wUh the usual pretence of recovering iiis 



hftMh. In mda statecf k^iore and rodi««i«at lie re* 
c»ivedthe first Tokime of Bvr&cf s bbloiy, «£ ^^lich he 
cannot be wpposeA to have approired the general ten- 
dency, and where he thought himself able to detect 
«ome particular falsehoods. He therefore undertook the 
vindication c^ general Monk from some ealuronies of 
Dr. Burnet, and some misrepresentations of Mr. Ec- 
hard. This was answered civilly by Mr. Thomas Bur- 
net and Oldmixon ; and more roughly by Dr. Colbatcb. 

HiPS ofther historical perfonoaoce is a defence of his 
relatMD sip Richard Giecaville, whoip lord Clarendon 
has sliewn in a form very mamiable. So much is 
urged in this apology to justify many actioaa that banpe 
been represented as culpablie, and to palliate Hie reat, 
that the reader is reconciled for the greater part ; a«d 
it is made very probable that Clareadon wa^ by.perwxial 
enmity disposed to think the worst of GveenvUle, as 
Greenville was also very willfaig to think the worst of 
Clarendon. These pieces were published at his return 
•to England. ^ 

. Being ^aow desireos to conclude his labours, and enjoy 
hie reputation, he publiBhed (17 S2) a very beautiful and 
splendid> edition of his works, in which he omitted what 
he disapproved and enlarged wliat seemed de^cient. 

He now went to court, and was kindfy received by 
-i|neen Caroline ; to whom and to the priac^B Aaoe^ he 
presented his works, with verses on the hlaak-Ioo.Tes^ 
with which he concluded his ^^tical labours. 

He died in Hanover- square, Jan. 30, If 35, havhig a 
few days before buried his wife, the lady Anne ViiUers,^ 
widow to Mr. Thynne, by whom he had four daughters, 
but no som 

VVriters commonly^ derive their Teputatton from their 
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works ; but there are works which owe their reputatioQ 
to the character of the writer. The public sometimes has 
its favourites whomjt rewards for one species of excellence 
with the honours due to another. From him whom we 
reverence for his beneficence we do not willingly witbold 
the praise of genius ; a man of exalted merit becomes at 
once an accomplished writer, as a beau^ finds bo great 
difficulty in passing for a wit. 

Granville was a man illustrioos by his birth, and 
therefore attracted notice ; since he is by Pope styled " the 
polite,'* he must be supposed elegant in his manners, and 
generally loved ; he was in times of contest and turbu- 
lence steady to his pai*ty, and obtained that esteem 
which is always conferred upon firmness and consistent 
cy. With those advantages, having learned the art of 
versifymgy he declared himself a poet; and his claim to 
the laurel was allowed. 

But by a critic of a later generation^ who takes up 
his book without any favourable prejudices, the praise 
already received will be thought sufficient ; for his works 
do not show him to have had much comprehension from 
nature or Udumination from learning. He seems to have 
ii y/^ no ambition above the imitation of Waller, of whom 
he has copied the faults, and very little more. He is 
for ever amusing himself with puerilities of ttytholoiy ; 
his kjng is Jupiter, who, if the queen brings rto childraly* 
has a- barren Juna The queen is compounded of hxao, 
Venus, an^ Minerva. His poem on the duohess of 
GT!rfton*8 lawsuit, after having rattled awhile with Juno 
and Pallas^ Mars and Alcides, Cassiope, Niobe, and the 
Propctides, Hercules, Minos, and Rhadamanthus, at last 
concludes its folly with profaneness. 

His verses to Mira, which are most frequently men- 
tioned, have little in them of either art or nature, of the 
sentiments of a lover or the language of a poet : there may 
Vol. U. U 
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be foand, now and then, a happier effort ; but they are 
commonly feeble and unaffecting, or forced and extrava- 
gant. 

His little pieces are seldom either sprightly or ele- 
gant, either keen or weighty. They are trifles written 
by idleness and published by vanity. But his prologues 
and epilogues have a just claim to praise. 

The Progress of Beauty seems one of his most ela- 
borate pieces, and is not deficient in splendour and 
gaiety ; but the merit of original thought is wanting. 
Its highest praise is the spirit with which he cele- 
brates king James's consort, when she was a queen no 
longer. 

The Essay on unnatural Flights in Poetry is not In- 
elegant nor injudicious, and has something of vigour 
beyond most of his other performances : his precepts 
are just, and his cautions proper; they are indeed not 
new, but in a didactic poem novelty is to be expected 
only in the ornaments and illustrations. His poetical 
precepts are accompanied with agreeable and instruc- 
tive notes. 

The Masque of Peleus and Thetis has . herp and 
there a pretty line ; but it is not always melodious, and 
the conclusion is wretched. 

In his British Enchanters he has bidden defiance to 
all chronology, by confounding the inconsistent man- 
ners of different ages ; but the dialogue has often the 
air of Dryden's rhyming plays ; and his songs arc live- 
ly, though not very correct. This is, I think, far the best 
of his works; for, if it has many faults, it- has like- 
wise passages which are at least pretty, though they 
do not rise to any high degree of excellence. 
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Thomas YALDEN, the sixth son of Mr. John 
Yalden, of Sussex, was born in the city of Exeter, in 
1671. Having been educated in the gpram mar-school 
belonging to Magdalen college in Oxford, he wA« in 
1690, at the age of nineteen, admitted commoner of 
Magdalen Hall, under the tuition of Josiah PuUen, a 
man whose name is still remembered in the university. 
He became next year one of the scholars of Magdalen 
college, where he was distinguished by a lucky acci- 
dent. 

It was his turn, one day, to pronounce a declamaticHi ; 
and Dr. Hough, the president, happening to attendy 
thought the composition too good to be the speaker's. 
'Some time after, the doctor finding him a little irregu- 
larly busy in the library, set him an exercise for pu- 
nishment ; and that he might not be deceived by any 
artifice, locked the door. Yalden, as it happened, had 
been lately reading on the subject given, and produced 
with little difficulty a composition which so pleased the 
president, that he told him his former suspicions, and 
promised to favour him. 

Among his contemporaries in the college were Ad- 
dison and Sacheverell, men who were in those times 
friends, and who both adopted Yalden to their intimacy. 
Yalden continued, throughout his life, to think as pro- 
bably he thought at first, yet did not .'forfeit the friend- 
ship of Addison. 
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When Namur was taken by king Williami Yalden 
made an ode. There never was any reign more cele- 
brated by the poets than that of William, who had very 
little regard for song himself, but happened to employ 
ministers who pleased themselves with the praise of 
patronage. 

Of this ode mention is made in a humorous poem of 
that '.ime, called Tht Oxford Laureat ; in which, aft«r 
inany claims had been m^de and i*e}ected, Yalden ia re- 
presented as demanding the laurel) and as being cal- 
led to bis triali instead of rec^ving a reward. 

Jlis crime was ibr bekig a felon in versftf 

And presenting his theft to the klag ; 
The first wat a trick not uncommon or scarce^ 

But the last was an impudent thing ; 
Yet what he had stol'n was so little worth stealings 

They forgave him the damage and costs, 
Had be ta'en the whole ode as he took it pieee-raealing, 

The^ bad fin'd him but tenpence at nost« 

The poet whom he was charged with robbing was 
Congreve. 

He wrote i^other poem, on the death of the duke of 
Gloucester. 

In 1700 be became fellow of the college ; and next 
ycary entering into orders, was presented by the society 
with a living in Warwickshire,* consistent with his fel- 
lowship^ and chosen lecturer of moral philosophy, a 
very honourable ofiiee. 

On the accession of queen Anne he wrote another 
poem ; and is said, by the author of the Biografihiay to 
to have declared himself of the party who had the ho- 
nourable distinction of high-churchmen. 

^ The vicarage of Willoughby, which he resigned in.iroa N. 
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in 1 706 he was received into the family of the duke 
of Beaufort. Next year he becaipe doctor in divinity, 
and soon after resigned his fellowship and lecture ; and 
as a token of his gratitude, gave the college a picture 
of their founder. 

He was made rector of Chalton and Cieanvilley* two 
adjoining towns and benefices in Hertfordshire ; and 
had the prebends, or sinecures, of Deansj Haina and Pen-' 
dlesi in Devonshire. He had beforef been chosen, In 
1693, preacher of Bridewell hospital, upon the resigna- 
tion of Dr. Atterbury4 • 

From this time he seems to have led a quiet and 
inoffensive life, till the clamour was raised about Atter- 
bury's plot. Every loyal eye was on the watch for abet- 
tors or partakers of the horrid conspiracy ; and Dr. 
Yalden, having some acquaintance with the bishop, and 
being familiarly conversant with Kelly his secretary, fell 
under suspicion, and was taken into custody. 

Upon his estamination he was charged with a dan- 
gerous cQrrespondence with Kelly'. The correspon- 
dence he acknowledged ; but maintained that it hsfd no 
treasonable tende^ncy. His papers were seized ; but 
nothing was found that could fix a crime upon him, 
except two words in his pocket-book, thorough paced 
doctrine. This expression the imagination of his ex- 
aminers had impregnated with treason, and the doctor 
was enjoined to explain them. Thus pressed, he told 
them that the words had laid unheeded in his pocket- 
book from the time of queen Anne, and that he was 

* This preferment was given him by the duke of Beau- 
fo^. K 

f Not long after. 

+ Dr. Atterbury retained the office of preacher at Bridewell 

till his promotion to the bishoprick of Rochester. Br. Yalden 

succeeded him as preacher in June, 1713. K. 

•U2 
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ashamed to give an account of them ; but the truth 
was, that he had gratified his curiosity one day by hear- 
ing Daniel Burgess in the pulpit, and those words were 
a memorial hint of a remarkable sentence by which he 
warned his congregation to " beware of thorough paced 
doctrine, that doctrine which, coming in at one ear, 
paces through the head, and goes out the other/* 

Nothing worse than this appearing in his papers, 
tod no evidence arising against him, he was set at 

Sberty. 

It will not be supposed that a man of this character 
attained high dignities in the church ; but he still re- 
tained the friendship and frequented the conversadon 
of a very numerous and splendid set of acquaintance* 
He died July 16, 1736, in the 66th year of his age. 

Of his poems, many are of that irregular kind which, 
when he formed his poetical character, wiA supposed 
to be Pindaric. Having fixed his attention on Cowley 
as a model he has attempted in some sort to rival him, 
and has written a Hymn to DarkncBB^ evidently as* a 
counterpart to Cowley's Hymn to Light. 

This hymn seems to be his best performance, and is, 
for the most part, imagined with great vigour and ex- 
pressed with great propriety. I will not transcribe it. 
The seven first stanzas are good ; but the third, fourth, 
and seventh, are tl e best ; the eighth seems tp involve 
a contradiction ; tV.e tenth is exquisitely beautiful ; the 
thirteenth, fourteenth, and fifteenth, are partly mytholo- 
gical and partly religious, and therefore not suitable to 
each other: he might better have, made the whole 
merely philosophical. 

There are two stanzas in this poem where Yalden 
may be suspected, though hardly convicted, of having 
consulted the Hymnus mi Umbram of Wowerus, in the 
sixth atansa^ whi^aaawen in some sort to tbeie lines ^ 
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Ilia 8U0 praeest noctumts numine sacris*^ 
Perque vias errare novis dat spectra figuris, 
Manesque excitos medios ululare per ag-ros 
Sub noctem, et questu notos complere penates. 

And again^ at the conclusion : 

Ula 8U0 senium secludit corpora toto 
Haud numerans jugi fugientia secula lapsu, 
Ergo ubi postremum mundi compatre soltita 
Hanc rerum molem suprema absumpserlt hora 
Ipsa leves cineres nube amplectetur opacka, 
£t prisco imperio rursus dominabitur uMBa^. 

His Hymn to Light is not equal to the other. He 
seems to think that there is an east absolute and posi- 
tive where morning rises. 

In the last* stanza, having mentioned the sudden 
eruption of new-created light, he safs, 

Awhile tl}' Almighty wondering stood. 

He ought to have remembered that infinite knowledge 
can never wonder. All wonder is the effect of novelty 
upon ignorance. 

*Of his other poems it is sufficient to say, that they 
deserve perusal, though they are not always exactly 
polished, though the rhymes are sometimes very ill 
sorted, and th6ugh his faults seem rather the omissions 
of idleness than the negligences of enthuuasm. 
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Thomas TICKELL, the son of the reverend 
Richard Tickell, was born in 1686, at Bridekirk, in 
Cumberland ; and in April, 1 70 1, became a member of 
Queen's college in Oxford; in 1708 he was made 
master of arts ; and, two years afterwards, was chosen 
fellow ; for which, as he did not comply with the sta- 
tutes, by taking orders, he obtained a dispensation from 
the crown. He held his fellowship till 1726, and tlien 
vacated it, by marrying, in that year, at Publin. 

Tickell was not one of thosi scholars who wear 
away their lives in closets; he entered. early into the 
world, and was long busy in public affairs, in which 
he was initiated under the patronage of Addison, whose 
notice he is said to have gained by his verses in praise 
of Rosamond. 

To those verses it would not have been just to deny 
regard, for they contain some of the most elegant enco- 
miastic strains ; and, among the innumerable poems 
of the same kind, it will be hard to find one with which 
they need to fear a comparison. It may deserve obser- 
vation, that, when Pope wrote long afterwards in 
praise of Addison, he has copied, at least has resem- 
bled, Tickell : 

Let joy salute fair Rosainonda*8 shade. 
And wreaths of myrtle crown the lovely maid. 
While now perhaps with Dido's ghosts she roves. 
And hears and tells the story of their lov«« : 
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Alike they oiourn» alike they bless their fate. 

Since love, which made them wretched, made them 

great ; 
Xor longer that relentless doom bemoan, 
Which gained a Virgil and an Addison. 

TXCKALL. 

Then future ages with delight shall see 
How Plato's, Bacon's, Newton's looks agree ; 
Or in fair series laurell'd bards be shown, 
A Virgil there, and here an Addison. 

Pope. 

He produced another piece of the same kind at the 
appearance of CatOj ivith equal skill but not equal hap- 
piness. 

When the minsiters of queen Anne were negocia- 
ting with France, Tickell published The Prosfiect qf 
Peaccy a poem, of which the tendency was to reclaim 
the nation from the pride of conquest to the pleasures 
©f tranquillity. How far Tickle, whom Swift after- 
wards mentioned as Whiggiaaimuiy had then connect- 
ed himself with any party I know not ; this poem cer- 
tainly did not flatter the practices or promote the opi- 
nions of the men by whom he was afterwards b^riend- 
ed. 

Mr, Addison, however he hated the men then in 
poVer, suffered his friendship to prevail over his pub- 
lic spirit, and gave in the Sftectatpr such praises of 
Tickell's poem, that when, after having long wished 
to peruse it, I laid hold on it at last, I thought it une- 
qual to the honours which it had received, and found 
it a piece to be approved rather tlian admired. But 
the hop^ excited by a work of genius being general 
and indefinite, is rarely gratified. It was read at that 
time with so much favour, that six editions were sold. 

At the arrival of king George he sung T/ie Royal 
Progreaa ; which being inserted in the S/iectator is 
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well known ; and of which it is just to say, that it is 
neither high nor low. 

The poetical incident of most importance in Tic- 
kell's life was his publication of the first book of the 
Iliady as translated by himself, an apparent opposition 
to Pope's Horner^ of which the first part made its en- 
trance into the world at the same time. 

Addison declared that the rival versions were both 
good, but that Tickcll's was the best thai ever was 
made; and with Addison, the wits, his adherents and 
followers, were certain to concur. Pope does not ap- 
pear to have been much dismayed ; " for," says he, 
" I have the town, that is the mob, on my side." But 
he remarks, " that it is common for the smaller party 
to make up in diligence what they want in numbers ; 
he appeals to the people as his proper judges ; and, if 
they are not inclined to condemn him, he is in little 
care about the high-flyers at Button's." 

Pope did not long think Addison an impartial 
judge ; for he considered him as the writer of Tic- 
keirs version. The reasons for his suspicion I will 
literally transcribe from Mr. Spence's collection. 

" There had been a coldness (said Mr. Pope) be- 
tween Mr. Addison and me for some time ; and we 
had not been in company together, for a good while, 
any where but at Button's coffee-house, where I used 
to see him almost every day — On his meeting me 
there one day in particular, he took me aside, and 
said he should be glad to dine with me, at such a ta- 
vern, if I staid till those people were gone (Budgell 
and Philips). We went accordingly ; and after dinner 
Mr. Addison said, ' That he had wanted for some time 
to talk with me ; that his friend Tickell had formerly, 
whilst at Oxford, translated the first book of the 
Uiud; that he designed to print it, and had desired 
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him to look it over ; that he must therefore beg that I 
MTould not desire him to look over my first book, be- 
cause if he did, it would have the air of double-deal- 
ing.' I assured him that I did not at all take it ill of 
Mr. Tickeli that he was going to publish his transla- 
tion ; that he certainly had as much right to translate 
any author as myself; and that publishing both was 
•ntering on a fair stage. I then added, that I would 
not desire him to look over my first book of the Iliady 
because he had looked over Mr. TickelPs ; but could 
wish to have the benefit of his observations on the se- 
cond, which I had then finished, and which Mr. Tic- 
keli had not touched upon. Accordingly I sent him the 
second book the next morning; and Mr. Addison a 
few days after returned it, with very high commenda- 
tions. So A after it was generally known that Mr. 
Tibkell was publishing the first book of the Iliady I 
met Dr. Young in the street ; and upon our falling 
into that subject, the doctor expressed a great deal of 
surprise at Tickell's having had such a translation so 
long by him. He said, that it was inconceivab^p to 
him, and that there must be some mistake in the mat- 
ter; that each used to communicate to the other 
whatever verses they wrote, even to the least things ; 
that Tickeli could not have been busied in so long a 
work there without his knowing something of the 
matter ; and that he had never heard a single word of 
it till on this occasion. The surprise of Dr Young, 
together with what Steele has said against Tickeli in 
relation to this affair, make it highly probable that 
there was some underhand dealing in that business ; 
and indeed Tickeli himself, who is a very fair worthy 
man, has since in a manner as good as owned it to 
me. When it was introduced into a conversation be- 
tween Mr. Tickeli and Mr. Pope, by a third personi 
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Tkkell did not deny it ; vhich, considering his honour 
and zeal for his departed friendi was the same as own- 

IDg It. 

Upon ^ese suspicions, with which Dr. Warburton 
hints that other circumstances concurredi Pope aSvays 
in his Jirt of Sinking quotes this book at the work of 
Addison. 

To compare the two translations would l)e tedious ; 
the palm is now given universally to Pope ; but I think 
the first lines of Tickeirs were rather to be perierred ; 
and Pope seems to have since borrowed something 
from them in the correction of his own. 

When the Hanover succession was disputedi Tickell 
gave what assistance his pen would supply. Hia letter 
to Avignon stands high among party-poems ; it expres- 
ses contempt without coarseness, and supaMority with* 
out insolence. It had the success which it deserved^ 
being five times printed. 

He was now intimately united to Mr. AddisoDt ivho, 
when he went into Ireland as secretary to the lord 
Sunderland, took him thither and employed him in 
public business ; and when (1717) afterwards he rose 
to be secretary of statei made him under-secretary. 
Their friendship seems to have continued without 
abatement ; for when Addison died, be left him the 
charge of publishing his works, with a solemn reoom- 
mendation to the patroage of Craggs. 

To these works he prefixed an elegy on the authori 
which could owe none of its beauties to the aaatstaace 
which might be suspected to have strengthened or em- 
bellished his earlier compositions ; but neither he nor 
Addison ever produced nobler lines than are eontai»ed 
In the third and fourth paragraphs ; nor is a more sub- 
lime or more elegant funeral«poem to be found in the 
whole compass of EngKsh literature* 
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He w«i"i^enr£»rii» (ab^H ^72S),.maf)e secretary to 
tHe Iord& jiMtices of Irekhd, r piace of great honour ; 
m mhich 'her x^oa^imeA tUi 1 740| nrhi^n lie died on the 
inFeBt)r^tbir4 of Apw>>^ Bik|*, •. ^ \ -^ 
^ Of tlie^faea^ i^et it»iQet^oii^the joogest i9 MTen^ 
Mington Gurdetu^ of Tiriiich -th^ i^rsii|<:atk>n is smooth 
txA el6|^a«i% jHit the ficilbs^^^i^yfilil]^ Goarpouodeil of 
Cketian ^itiet^J^ftd Gbthic fairies* - Neitltersj^ecies of 
time esj^Meci <^K)li^ 4»^ul4 have done much $ and 
whe& thef 9x^ hroiK^ht togetheir theyotily make each 
otter eDiitemptMe. To TickeU^ howe.v«^, e cannot be 
nefQsed Cis^ (Haee among tho^nuDoi^ poetfti nor should 
it«)ge te^goUSHd^ tjhat ^he uaas uoe of the jcontdb^ors to 
tlie Sj^$at(m, With.«espectlo his personal charactef^ 
he IS eaid<to«.hare-he^ aois^.oC fajrcohYersation^ kt 
least II temperaj^ io?er of wine ai^d com^ljE^ and io.h^ 
deaaestic relations mtboiit censure^ 
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Of Mr. HAMMOND9 though he be well remenr- 
bered as a maH esteemed and caressed by tiie eleguit 
and the great, I wad at first able to obtain no other 
memoriais than tocb aa are supi^ied bfabook cidied 
Cibber'a live* oT the Poets: of which I take thtt op- 
portumtf to testify that it was not written, nor» TbeUeve, 
ever seeni by either of the Cibbers ; bnt was the worlu 
of Robert Shiels, a hatlTe of Scotland, a man of very 
acute understanding, though with little acbc4aadc eda* 
cation, who, not long after the publication of hia work, 
died in London of a consumption. JEiis Hfe wasTirtuous, 
and his end was ploua. Theophilus' Gibber, then a pris- 
soner for debt, imparted, as I was told, bis OMne for 
teti guineas. The manuscript of Shiels is now m my 
possession. 

I have unce found that Mr. Shiels, though he was no 
negligent inquirer, had been misled by false accounts; 
for he relates that James Hammond, the author of the 
elegies, was th^ son of a Turkey . merchanl, and had 
some office ait the prince pf Wales's courtf till lova of 
a lady, whose name was Dashw^, for a timedisor- 
dered hb understanding. He was uacxdngutsh^y 
amorous, and his mistress inexorably cruel. 

Of this narrative, part is true and part folse. He was 
the second son of Anthony Hammond, a. man of note 
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among the tdts^ poets, imd {larliamenttiiy orators, in the 
begmning of this century, who was aUied to sir Robert 
W^pole by manyiqg his sister.* He was bom about 
if 10, and educated at Westminster-school ; but it does 
not appear that he was of any university .f He was 
equerry to tb6 prince c^ Wales, and seenas to have 
come very early into public notice, and to have been 
distinguished i>y those whose friendships prejudiced 
mankind at that time in favour of the man on whom 
Hiey were bestowed ; for he was the ebmpanioo of Cob- 
bam, Lytiekoh, and Chesterfield. He is sadd lo have 
Avided his life betuveen pleasure and boohs ; |n his re- 
crement forgetting the town, aiv) in his gaiety losing 
the^ sludetst; Of Us literary hours all the effects are 
here exhibited, of which the elegies .were written very 
early, and the prologue not long before his death. 

In 4741, he was chosen into parliament for Truro in 
Comwell, probably one of those who were elected by 
the prince's, influence ; and died next year, in June, at 
Scowe, the famous seat of lord Cobham* His mistress 
longoudived him, and in 1779 died unmarried. The 
cbatacter which her loven bequeathed her was, indeed, 
not likely to attract courtship^ 

The elegies were published after his death; and 
while the writer's n^me was .remembered wi|h fond- 
iteaB,they iirere read with a resolution to admire them. 

The recommendatory preface of the editor, who was 
then believed, and is now affirmed by Dr. Maty to be 

* tl^s account is > stitt ersoneous James Itammoady our 
«a6i6r. Wis of a differeirt fuiiily» the second son of Anthony 
HammQady of ^ Somersham-plaeey in the -couni^ of Huntingdon, 
Saq. See Gent. M»g« vol. I.VII; p. 7^. R 

t Ifr^ Ct4e gives lum to Cwnbridge. HSft. Athenat Cantsfo. 
in Mas. Btit C. 
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the earl of Chesterfield, raised, ^t^mg preji:^ces In 
their &Your. 

But of the prefacer, whoevet^ he W9L^.k Qiay be Tea* 
aonably suspected Chat h^ never read the poems ; for 
he professes to raloe them for a very high ^ecies of 
excellence, and recbmmetids them as the gemiine effa« 
sons of the ntkid, which expresses a real passion in 
the language of nature. But the truth is, these elegies 
have- neither passion^ nature, nor n)anners. Where 
there is fiction, there is no- pasdon: he that decrtbes 
himself as a shepherd, and his Neasfra or Delta aa a 
shepherdess,^ and talks of goats4Uid lan(^bsf feels no pas^ 
sion. He that courts his mistress with Ronian imi^^ry 
deserves to lose her^ for. she may with good reason 
suspect his sincerity. Hammond has few. a^rtimeiiti 
drawn from nature and few images irq/m modem life* 
He produces nothii^g but frigid pedantry. It^wouktbe 
hard to jBnd.in aU his productions thre& sta&aaa Uiat 
deserve to be remembered. 

Like either lovers, he threatens the Isdy with ipof^^f 
«^ what then shall follow .^ 

•" . . 

Wilt thou in tears thy lover'a corse attend ? 

With eyes sverted li|j^ht the solemn pyre ; 
Till all around the dokiul flames asceiid. 

Then, slowty sinking, by degrees espire ? 

To iooth the hovering arndbetfaiae the care^ 
With ijlaintive criea^to lead the moumiul bapd^ 
n sable weeds the golden rase to bear^ 
And eaUmy sahes wii& thy tretnl^ng handv 

Pan6haia^t odoura be their oost^ feaet# 

And all the pride of Asia's firagnuit year ; 
Give them the ticaBuriss of the &rthest eaflt^ 

And, what is stiU more precious, give thy tesr. 
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Surely no blame can fall upon a nymph who rejected 
a swain of so little meaning. 

His verses are not rugged^ but thty have no sweet- 
ness ; they never glide in a stream of melody. Why 
Hammond or other writers have thought the quatrain 
of ten syllables elegaic, it is difficult to tell. The cha- 
racter of the elegy is gentleness and tenuity ; but this 
stanza has been pronounced by Dryden, whose know- 
ledge of English metre was not inconsiderable, to be 
the most magnificent of all the measures which JOur laiW 
^uage affords. 
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Of Mr * SOMERVlLJl'S life I am not able to say 
anj thing, that can satisfx curiosity. 

He wat a gentleman whose estate was in Warwick- 
shire : his house, where he was bom ip 1693, is called 
Edston, a seat inherited from a long line of ancestors; 
for he was said to be of the first family in his county. 
He tells of himself that he was bom n^ar the Avon's 
banks. He was bred at the Winchester- school, and 
was elected fellow of New College. It does not ap- 
pear that in the places of his education he exiiibited 
any uncommon proofs of genius x>r literature. His 
powers were first displayed in the country, where be 
was distinguished as a poet, a gentleman, and a skilful 
and useful justice of the peace. 

Of the close of his life, those whom his poems have 
delighted will read with pain the following account, 
copied from the letters of lA^ friend Shenstone, by whom 
he was too much resembled* 

<«— >Our old friend Somervile is dead t I did not ima- 
gine I could have been so sorry as I find myself on this 
occasion«p— ^»6/a/fim ^uarimue. I can now excuse all his 
foibles ; impute them to age, and to distress of circum- 
stances ; the last of these considerations wrings my 
very Soul to think on. For a man of high ^irit, con- 

• Wifiiam. 



scious oi haviKig (at least in one production} generaUy 
pleaded the world, to be plagued and threatened by 
wretches tliat are Iqw in evetf tei^e j to be forced to 
drink himself into pains of the body, in order to get 
rid of the pains of the mind, is a misery »** 

He died July 19, 1743, and was hurried at Wotton, 
near Henly on Arden» 

Uis digresses n^ed not be much pitied; his estate 
is ss4d to have been fifteen hundred a year^ which by 
his death devolved to lord Somervile of Scotland. His 
0iother it^eed, who lived till ninety, Md a jointure of 
|(ix hundred* 

It is with regret that I find myself not better enabled 
to. exhibit memorials of a writer who at least must be 
allowed to have set a good example to men of liis own 
class, by devoting part of his time to elegant know- 
ledge ; and who has shewn, by the subject which his 
poetry has adosned, that it is practicable to be at once 
a skilflil sportsman and a man of letters. 

Somervile has tried many modes of ppetiy ; and 
though perhaps he has not in any reached such es^cel* 
lence a^ to raise much envy, it may commonly be said 
at leasty that << he writes very well for a gentlemen.'* 
His serious pieces are sometimes elevated, and his tri- 
fles are sometimes elegant. In his verses to Addison, 
the couplet which mentions Clio is written' with the 
jnost exquisite delkacy of praise ; it exhibits one of 
those happy strokes which are seldom attained. In his 
Odes to Marlborough there are beautiful lines ; but in 
the second Ode he shews that he knew little of his he- 
ro, when he talks of his private virtues. His subjects 
are commonly such as require no great depth of thought 
or energy of expression. His Fables are generally 
stale, and therefore excite no curiosity. Of his favour-r 
ite The 7\vo Sfinn^Sy the :&cticfn is unnatural and the 
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toarsenessf with too little care of koigtiagei and not 
attftcient Taptdity of itfairodon. 

Hii great work is the Chase, wtick he undertook in 
his maturor agei wheo his ear Was improved to the ap*- 
probation of blank Terae, of which however hh two first 
lines gave a bad specimen. To this poem praise catmot 
be txAMj denied. He is allowed by sportsnian to write 
with §^eat intelllfifence of his subjecti which is the first 
requisite to excellence ; and though it i^ impossible to 
interest the ct^mmon readers of rerse in the dangers or 
pleasures of the chase, he has done all that transition 
and variety could easily effect ; and has with great pro- 
priety enlarged his plan by the modes of hunting used 
to other eountries. 

IVith still le s judgment did he choose blank verse as 
the vehicle of Rura4 Sfiorta^ If blsnk verse be not tu- 
mid and gorgeous, it is crippled prose ; luid &miliar 
linages in laboured language have nothing to reconx* 
mend them but absurd novelty, which, wanting the 
l^traetions of nature, cannot please long. One excel- 
lence of The Splendid SAiUin^ is, that it is short. DIa- 
guise can gtatify no. longer than it deceives. 
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It has beea deserved in all ag^fl, that the advantages 
of nature oxof fotttme have contributed verjr little to the 
promotion of happioea^ ; and that those whom the splen- 
dour of theii; rank or Ihe extent of their capacity have 
placed upon the summits of human life, have not often 
given aof just occasion to envy in those who look up to 
them from a lower station ; whether it be that apparent 
superiority incitea great designs, and great dealgna 
^e naturally liable to fatal miscarriages, or that the ge* 
neral lot of mankind is inisery, and the misfortunes of 
those whose eminence drew upon them a universal 
l^enti(^ have been more carefully recorded, because 
they wei^e mora generally observed, and haye in reality 
be0D only ik!ore:conapicuous than those of others, not 
}iic»re:frequi6nt< or more f evere. 

•That aifiLuence and power, advantages extrinsic and 
ftdventilio^s, and therefore easily separable from those 
bir whofn. they^are ^possessed, should very often flatter 
iht tttliid with expectations of felicity which they can* 

* The first edition^ of this interesting narrative* according 
tp Mr. Boswell, was published, in 1744, by Roberta. The 
«ecQnd, now before me, bears date 1748, and was published 
by Cave. Veiy few alterations were made by the author when 
lie added ^ t|» the present collection. C, 
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not {^ve, raises no astomshment ; but it seems ratioBiJ 
to hoi>e9 that intellectual greatness should produce bet^ 
ter effects ; that minds qualified for great attainmems 
should first endeavour their own benefit ; and that they 
who are most able to teach others the way to happinesS) 
should with most certainty foUow it themselves. 

But this expectatiooy however plausiUe^ has been 
very frequently disapp<Hnted. The heroes of literary 
as well as civil history have been very often ne less re- 
markable for what they have suffered, than for what 
they have achieved { and yoluities have been writtten 
«n]y to enumerate the miseries of the learned, and re« 
late their unhappy lives and undmely deaths. 

To these mournful narratives, I am about to add the 
life of Richard Savage, a man whose writings entitle 
him to an eminent rank in the classes of leafoing, and 
whose misfortunes elaim a degree of compas^on not 
always due to the unhappy, as they were often the eon* 
sequences of the crimes of others, rather than his own. 

In the year 169T, Anne countess of Matelesfield, 
having lived some time upon very unea^ tvnas with 
her husband, thought a public confession Df adultery 
the most obvious and expeditious method of obtaining 
her liberty ; and therefore declared, that the child with 
which she was then great was begotten by the earl 
Rivers. This, as may be Imagined made her husband 
no less desirous of a separation than hetveli^' and he 
prosecuted his design in the most effectual manner; 
for he applied not to the eccleriasticml courts for a di- 
vorce, but to the parliament for m act, by which his 
marriage might be difisolved, the nuptial contract to- 
tally annulled, and the children of his wife illegitimat- 
ed. This act, after the usual deliberation, he obtained, 
though without the approbation of some, who consider* 
ed marriage as an affair only co^^able by eccleuas- 
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tical judges ;* abd on March Sd was separated from J 

his wife, whose fortune, which was very great, was re- ^ 

paid her, and who having, as well as her husband, the 
liberty of making another choice, was in a short time 
Quarried to Col. Brett. 

While the earl of Macclesfield was prosecuting this 
affair, his wife was, on the 10th of January, 1697-8, de« 
lirered^f ason; and the earl Rivers, by appearing to 
cohsider him as his own, left ndne any reason to doubt 
of the sincerity of her declarati<>n ; for he was his. god- 
father, and gave him his own name, which was by Iiis 
direction inserted in the register of St. Andrew's par- 
ish in Holbom, but unfortunately left him to the care 
of his mother^ whom, as she was now set free from her 
husband, he probably imagined likely to treat with 
great tenderness the child that had contributed to so 
pleasing an event.. It is not indeed easy to discover 
what motives could be found to overbalance that natural 
affectioQ of a parent, or what interest could be promo- 
ted by neglect or cruelty. The dread of shame or of 
pofverty by which some wretches have been incited to 
abtindon or to murder their children, cannot be suppo- 
sed to have affect^ a woman who had proclaimed her 
crimes and .solicited ixproach and on whom the clem- 

*This year was made remarkable by the dissolution of a 
man&ge solemnized in the face of the charch. Salvoi^'s 

The following protest Is registered in the books of the ho#te 
of lords* , 

Disisentienl. 

Because we conceive that this is the first bill of that nature 
that hath passed, where there was not a divorce first obtained 
in the spiritual court ; which we look upon as an ill precedent 
and may be of ^mgerous<;onseqaence in thefutare. 

Lx. RotaasTsa. 
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ency of the legidahire had undeservedly ^>estowed a 
fortuoe, which would have beeii very little diminished 
bf the expenses which the care of her child could have 
brought upon her. It was therefore not likely that she 
would be wicked without temptatioa ; that she would 
look upon her son from his birth with a kind of resent* 
ment and abhorrence ; and, instead ^ of . supporting, as« 
aisting, and defending him, delight to see him strug- 
gling with misery, or that she would take every oppor- 
tunity of aggravating his misfortunes, and obstructing 
his resources and with an implacable and restless cni- 
chy continue her persecution froni the fii^t hour of his 
life to the last. 

But whatever were her fnc^ve% no sooner was her 
son bom, than she discovered a resolution of disbWtrfng 
him ; and in a very short time removed him from her 
sight, by committing him to the care of a poor woman, 
whom she directed to educate him as her own, and en- 
joined never to infdrm him of his true parents; 

Such was the beginning of the life of Richard Savage. 
Born with a legal claim ,to honour and to affluence, he 
was in two months illegitimated by the patliament, and 
disowned by his mother, doomed to poverty and ob^ 
scurity, and launched upon the ocean of life, ooly that 
he might be swallowed by its qiiick-sands, or da^ed 
upon its rocks. 

His mother could not indeed infect others with the 
sAe cruMty» As it was hi^posdibie to aVtiid the. in- 
quiries which the cariosities' or tenderness of her rda* 
lions made after her childi she was.- obliged to give 
some account of the measures she had taken ; and her 
mother; the lady Mason, whether !n approbation of her 
design, or to prevent more criminal contrivances, en- 
gaged to transact wi|h the nurse, to pay her for her 
care, and ta «uperiiil^d the education of the child 
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In tbh cliftfitri>Ie office she was assisted by his god- 
mother Mrs* Lloyd, who, while she lived, always look- 
<id u{>on hink with that tenderness which the barbarity 
of his mother made peculiarly niecessary; but her 
death, which happened in his tenth year, was another 
<yf tlie misfortunes of his childhood ; for though she 
kindly endeavoured to alleyiate hb loss by a legacy of 
three Irandred pounds, yet, as he had none to prosecute 
his claim, to shelter him from oppression, or call in law 
10 tiie assistance of justice, her will was eluded by the 
executors, and no part of the money was ever paid. 

flFbr was, however, not yet wholly abandoned. The 
lady Mason sttll continued her care, and directed him 
to be placed at a small grammer-school near St. Al- 
ban-s where he was called by the name of the nurse, 
without the least intimation that he had a claim to any 
other. 

Here he was initiated in literature, and passed 
through 4ieveral of the classes, with what rapidity or 
with what applause cannot now.be known. As he al- 
ways spoke with respect of his master, it is probable 
that the mean rank in which he then appeared did not 
hinder his genius from being distinguished, or his in- 
dustry from being rewarded ; and if in so low a state he 
obtained distinction and rewards, it is not likely that 
they were gained but by genius and industry. 

It is very reasonable to conjecture, that this applica- 
tion was equal to his abilities, because his improvement 
was more than proportioned to the opportunities which 
he enjoyed ; nor can it be doubted, that if his earliest 
productions had been preserved, like those of happier 
students, we might in some have found vigorous sallies 
of that sprightly humour which distinguishes The Au- 
thor to be letj and in others strong touches of that ar- 
Vol. II. Y 
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dent imag^tion which painted the, solemn scenes of 
The Wanderer. 

While be was thus cultivating his gemus, hb.&ther 
the earl Rivers was. seized with a distemper, which in 
a short time put an end to his life.^ He hadirequentljr 
inquired after his son, and. had always b^n amused 
with fallacious and evasire answers ; but, being, now m 
his opinion on his death bed, he thought it his doty 
to provide for him among his other natural children, 
and therefore demanded a positive account of him, 
with vi importunity not to be diverted or denied. His 
mother, who could no longer refuse an answer, deter- 
mined at least to give such -as should cut him off for 
ever from that happiness which competence affords, 
and therefora declared that he was dead ; which is per- 
haps the first instance of a lie invented by a mother to 
deprive her son of a provision which was designed, him 
by another, and which she could not expect herself, 
though he should lose it. 

This was therefore an act of wick'edne^ which could 
not be defeated, because it could not be suspected ; the 
earl did not imagine there could exist in a human form 
a mother that would ruin her son without enriching 
herself, and therefore bestowed upon some other per- 
son six thousand pounds, which he had in his will be- 
queathed to Savage. 

The same cruelty which incited his mother to inter- 
cept this provision which had been intended him, 
prompted her in a short time to another project, a pro- 
ject Worthy of such a disposition. She endeavoured to 
rid herself from the dangers of being at any time made 
known to him, by sending him secretly to the Ameri- 
can plantations.! 

• He died August 18th, 1712. R, 
tSavftge's preface to hiB miscellanies. . 
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&7 whose kindness this scheme was counteracted^ or 
by whose interposition she was induced to lay aside her 
desig^) I know not ; it is not improW^ie that the lady 
Mftson might persuade or compe^ier to desist, or 
perhaps she could not easily fiG|k^&<^<^oniplices wicked 
enough to concur in so cruel an action ; for it may be 
conceived) that those, who had by a long gradation of 
guilt hardened their hearts against the sense of com- 
mon wickedness, would yet be shocked at the design 
of a ntother to expose her son to slavery and want, to 
expose him without interest, and without provocation ; 
and Savage might on this occasion find protectors and 
advocates among those who had long traded in crimes, 
and whom compassion had never touched before. 

Being hindered, by whateveiv means, from banishing 
him into another country, she formed soon after a 
scheme for burying him in poverty and obscurity in 
his own ; and that hb station of life, if not the place of 
his residence, might keep him for ever at : a distance 
from her, she ordered him to be placed with a shoe- 
maker in Holbom, that, after the usual time of trial, he 
might become his apprentice.* 

' It is generally reported, that this project was for 
some time successful, and that Savage was employed 
at the awl longer than he was willing to confess ; nor 
was it perhaps any great advantage to him, that an un- 
expected discovery determined him to quit his occupa- 
tion. 

About this time his nurse^ who had always treated 
him as her own son^ died i and it was natural for him 
%o take care of those effects which by her death were, 
as he imagined, become^.his own i he therefore went to 
her house, opened her boxes, and examined her papers, 

* Savage's preface to his miscellanies. 
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among which he found mmt letters written to ii«r hj 
the lad J Masoni which informed him of his birthy and 
the reasons fer vMch it was concealed* 

He was no I^|er satisfied with the employosettt 
which had been allomed him, but thought he had a 
right to share the affluence of his mother ; and tliere- 
fore without scruple apptied to her as her sob, and 
made use of every art to awaken her teDdemeaa,' and 
attract her regard. But neither his lettsrs, nor the in* 
terposition of those friends which his merit or lus dis- 
tress procured him, made any impression upon her 
mind. She still resolved to neglect, though she ticmM 
no longer disown him« 

U WAR to no purpose tbiyt be frequently solicited her 
to admit him to see her; she avoided him with tfie 
most vigilant precaution, and ordered him to be ex- 
cluded from her house, by whomsoever he mighS be 
btroduced, and what reason soever he might give tat 
entering it. 

Savage was at the same time so touched with the 
discovery of his real mother, that it was his frequent 
practice to walk in the dark evenings* for several hours 
before her door in hopes of seeing her as she might 
come by accident to the window, or cross her apartment 
with a candle in her hand. 

But all his assiduity and tenderness were without 
effect, for he could neither soften hj&r heart nor open 
her hand, and was reduced to the utmost miseries of 
want, whHe he was endeavouring to awaken the affec- 
tion of a mother. He was therefore obliged to seek 
some other means of support ; and having no profes- 
sion, became by necesttty an author* 

At this time the attention of all the Hterary world 

«Se«thaflsia]tekx!. 
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WftB engrossed by the Bangori^n oont^oTersy, which 
filled the press with pamphlets, and the coffee-houses 
with disputants* Of this subject, as most popular, bo 
piade choice for his first atten>pt, and without any 
other knowledge of the question than be bad casually 
collected from coaversationi. published a poem against 
the bishop,* . 

: What was the success or merit of this performance, 
I know not, it was probably lost among the innumerable 
pamphlets to which that dispute gave occasion. Mr, 
Savage was himself in a little time s^shamed of it, and 
endeavoured to suppress it by ddatroyin g all the copies 
tliat he cauld colkct« 

He then attempted a more gainful kind of writing,! 
and in his eighteenth year offered to the stage a comedy 
boiTOwed from a Spanish plot which was refused by 
the players, and was therefore given by him to Mr. 
B^llock, who, having more interest, made som^ slight 
a^teraticnis, and brought it upon the stage^ under th0 
title xof fVQmari'a c^ Riddle,^ but allowed the unhappy 
author no p^rt of the profit. 

Not dis<couraged however at his repulse, he wrote 
two years afterwards Love in a Vcity another comedy, 
borrowed likewise from the Spanish* but with little 
better success than before ; for though it was received 
and acted, yet it appeared so late in the yekr, that the 
author 'obtained no other adv;gitage from it, than the 
acquaintance of sir Richard Steele and Mr, Wilks, by 
whom ie was pUied, caressed, and relieved. - . 

Sir Bichard Steele, having declared ift his favour 

ilrith ail the ardour of benevolence which constituted 

• ' ' " ■ . . -1 ' ■ ' ■' ', 

♦ It was caDed'^fhe Battle of the l^axnphlets.** R, 
f Jacob's lives of the dramatio poets. Mr. J, 
% This play was printed first in Svo •, and ^^wards in J^mo 
the fifth ctdiUon. l>r,Jv . - 
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bis character^ promoted hb ioteresi^ irfth the trtitfbat 
sBfeali related his misfortones, applauded bis merit, took 
all the opportunities of recommending himi and assert^ 
ed, that ^ the inhumanity of his mother^ iiad givea him 
a right to find every good man his father/'* 

Nor was Mr. Savage admitted to his acquaiotaBce 
only, but to lus confidence,, of which he sometimes re- 
lated an Instance too extraordinary to be omitted, as it 
afforda a very just idea of his patron^is chsffacter. 

He wa8<>nce desired by Sir Richard, with an air of 
the utmost importance^ to come very early t«>iiis hous9 
the next morning* Mr. Savage came. as he had pro* 
mised, Srand the chariot at the door, and Sir Bichard 
waiting for him, and ready to go out. What was intend- 
ed, and whither they were to go, Savage could not con^ 
jecture, and was not Willing to inquire ; but immedi^ 
ately seated himself with Sir Richard. The eoaehmait 
was ordered to drive, and they hurried with the ut- 
most expedition to Hyde-Park comer, where they 
stopped at a petty tavern, and retired to a private room* 
Sir Richard then informed him, that h<^ intended to 
publish a pamphlet, acd that he had desired him to 
come thither that he might write for him. They soon 
sat down to the work. Sir Richard dictated, and Sav<> 
age wrote, till the dinner that had been ordered was put 
upon the table. Savage was supprised at the meanness 
of the entertainment, and after some hesitation ventu- 
red to ask for some wkie,^ which Sir Richard, not with' 
out reluctance, ordered to be brought* They then fin- 
ished their dinner, and- proceeded in their pamphlet^ 
which they concluded in the afternoon. 

Mr. Savage theh imaguied his task was over, and 
expected that Sir Riclt^d would call for the reckonings 
and return home ; but his eicpectations decieved him, 

• FI«iB Dealer. Ih.h 



ibr Stt IBcfaaTd told htm that he W^ without ihosef, 
asid that the pamphlet must be sold before the dhmer 
coi^d be paid for^ atkl Savage was therefore dbliged 
to go and offer their new production tar sale for two^ 
guineas, which with some difficulty he obtained. Sir 
Richard then returned bomei having retired that daf 
only to avoid hiB creditors, and composed the pamphlet 
only te discharge his reckoning. 

Mr. Savage related another fact equally vmcommon^ 
whi^h, though it has no relation to his life, ought to 
be preserved. Sir Richard Steele having one day invited 
to his house a great number of persons of the first 
quality,' they were surprised at the dumber of liveries 
which surrounded the table ? and after dinner, when 
%ine. and mirth had set them free from the 9bvervatioii 
of rigid ceremony, one of them inquired ^ Sir Rich* 
ard, how such an expensive train of domestics could 
be consistent with his fortune. Sir Richard very frank- 
ly confessed, that they were fellows of whom he would 
very willingly be rid : and being then asked why he did 
not discharge them, declared that they were bailiffa 
who had introduced themselves with an execution, and 
whom, since he could not send them away, be. had 
thought it convement to embellish with liveries, that 
they might do him credit while they staid* 

His friends where diverted with the expedient, and by 
paying the debt discharged their attendance, having 
obliged Sir Richard to promise that they should never 
again find him graced with a retinue of the same kind. 

Under such a tutor Mr. Savage was not likely to 
learn prudence or frugality ; and perhaps many of the 
misfortunes which the want of those virtues brought 
upon him in the fdlowing parts of his Ufe, might be 
justly imputed to so unimproving an example. 
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Nor did tb<K: kindaBsk of Sir Ricb%i:d j^ in coflUBoo 
&rounL He. proposed to have established %im in some 
settled Bcbeme for life, and to have contracted a kind of 
alliance witb bim, by marrying him t,o a natural daugh* 
tery on whom he intended to bestow a thousand pounds. 
But) though be was always lavish of future bounties, he 
conducted his affairs in such a manner, that he was very 
seldom able to keep bis promises, or execute bis own 
intentions ; and, as he never was able to raise the sum 
which he had offered, the marriage was delayed. In the 
mean time he was offipiously informed, that Mr, Savage 
bad ridiculed him ;^ by which he was so much exaspe<« 
rated, that he withdrew the allowance which he. had paid 
him, and never afterwards admitted him to bisliouse. 

It is not indeed unlikely that Savage might by his 
imprudence expose himself to the malice of a talebear- 
er ; for his patron had many follies, whichy as his dis- 
cernment easily discovered, his imagination, iplgbt 
sometimes incite him to mention too ludicrously. A 
little knowledge of the .world is sufficient todis^prer 
that such weakness is very common, and that there are 
few who do not sometimes, in the wantonness of thought- 
less niirth, or the heat of transient resentment speak 
of their freinds and benefactors with levity and con- 
tempt, though in their cooler moments they want oei- 
then: sense of their kindness, nor reverence Cor their 
virtue ; the fault therefore of Mn Savage was Tatber 
pegligence than ingratitude. But sir Hichard must like- 
wise be acquitted of severity, for who js there thai xan 
patiently bear contempt, from one whom he has reliev- 
ed and supported, for whose establishment h&has la-» 
boured, and whose interest he has promote I 

He was now again abandoned to fprtune Without any 
Qther friend than Mr. Wilks ; a man} who whatever . 



ureM his i^Mlickft or akill at up aictor, d«senr6» «t le«at 
to be remeipbered for his virtaesi^ which are not oftea 
lobe found in the worHy and perhaps less often ui his 
professioQ than in others. To be humsne, gcneroi% 
and candidyis a vierf high degree of merit in ai^ casei 
but those qu^ties deserves sdll greater praise) whea 
jthef are found in that cmiAtiion wfa&ph makes almost 
^vely other man, for whaterer reaagoy jpontemptuous, 
ioacrfeot,. petulant, selfish^ and brutal* 

As Mr. Wilks was one of those to whom cdiamitf 
seldom complained without relief, he fHiitttfttUy took a» 
unfortunate wit into his protee&iH «od not only aipist- 

* As k is a lots to iT>»l"^ whepi sny good aetiea is te* 
gotten, i flhaH insert another inrtance of Hr. WUks's genoeo- 
sitjr, veiy little known. Mr. Smith* a gentlexnsn educisted S( 
Dublin, being hindered by an impediment m his pronouncis- 
tion, from engaging in orders, for which ht» friends designed 
him, left his own country, and came to London in quest of em- 
ployment, but found iifs wl^tfitiSSS l«ii*l«8i. and Ins neces- 
sities everyday more preaaing. in this diatresa he wrote a ti»^ 
gedy, and offered it to the playera, by wiioni it wsa rejected. 
Thus were his last hopes defeated, and he had no other pros- 
pect than of the naost deplorable poverty. But Mr. WiOcs 
thought his peiformance, though not perfect, at least worthy 
of some reward, and therefore oflTered lum a benefit. This fr^ ' 
vour he improved with so much diligence, that the house' af- 
forded him a conaidetable sum, with which he went to Ley- 
den, applied himself to the study of phyiic^ and prosecuted his* 
design with so much diligence and success, that, when Dr 
Boerfaaave waa desired by tiie Czarina to recommend proper 
peraoDS to introduce into Russia the pnctice and study of phy* 
aic, Tir- Smith was one of those whom he selected. He h«d^ 
considerable pension settled on him at his arrival, and was 
one of the diief physicisnsst the Ruastan court Dr. J. 

A letter from Dr. Smith in Russia to l|r. Wilksis pfintediai 
Chetwood's Histoiy of the Stage. R. 
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ed him in any casual ^btresses, but continued an e<|uri 
and steady kindness to the time of *hb death. 

By his interposdtbn Mr. Savage once obtained from 
his mother* fifty pounds, and a promise of one hundred 
and fifty more; but it was the fate of this unhappy man, 
that few promises of zgoj iidvsintage to him were per- 
ft>rmed. His mother was infected) among others, with 
the general madtless of the South Sea traffic $ and, ha- 
ving been disappointed in her expectations, refused to 
pay what perhaps nothing but the prospect of sudden af- 
fluence prompted her to promise. 

Being thus obliged to depend upOn the fnendslap of 
Mr. Wilks, he was consequently an assiduous frequen- 
ter of the theatre ; and in a short time the amusements 
of the stage took such 'possessfons of his mind, that he* 
iiever was absent from a play in several years. 

This constant attendance naturally procured him the 
acquaintance of the players, and among others, of Mrs. 
Pldfiield} who was so much pleach j^th his ccmv^rsr- 
tion, and touched with his misibrtunes, that she allowed 
him a settled pension of fifty pounds a year, which was 
during her life regularly paid. 

That this act of generosity may receive its due praise^ 
and that the good actions of Mi^. Oldfield may not be sul- 
lied by her general character, it is proper to mention what 
Mr. Savage often declared, in the strongest terms, that 
he never saw her alone, or in any other place than behind 
the scenes. 

• •* This,** ^ says Br. J'ohiison, " I write upon the credit of 
the author of his life, which was published in 1727; and was 
a smaH pamphlet, intended to plead his cause with the public 
while uilder the sentence of death for ihe nuuder of Mr. 
James SincUdr, «t Robinson's- coffee-house at Chaiing-Czoss. 
Price 6s. Itoberts.? C. 
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At har death be endeavooted to idiev faift^gratkude 
in the most decent manne^ by weanng mourning as 
for a mother ; but did not cel^Msate .her in elegies,* be« 
cause he laiew that too great a profnabo of praise weaid 
only have revived those faqlts which his nattuml ^uity 
did not allow him to think less, because they were com- 
mitted by one who favoured l^m : but of which) though 
his virtue would not endeavour to pfUUste ^them, his 
gratitude would.not suffer him to prolong the memoiy 
OT diffuse the censure. .... 

In bis Wanderer he has kideed taken an. opportuni^ 
of naentionii^ her; but celebrates her not for her virttie, 
but her beauty, an excellence wluch none c^ver denied 
her ; this is th^ <mly encomium with whloh he haa re* 
warded her liberatity, and perhaps he has even in this 
been too lavj»h of his praise. He seems to have 
thought, that never to mention his bene&ctress wotdd 
have an appearance of ingratitude) though to have de- 
dedicated any particular performance to her memory 
would only have betrayed an officious partiality, thatt 
without exalting her character would have depressed 
his own. 

He had sometimes, by the kindnesa of Mr. Wilksy 
the advantage of a benefit, on which occaatons he c^teo 
received uncommon marks id regard and compassion ; 
and wasoipce told by the duke of Dprset, tbs^ it was 
just to consider him aa an injured nobleman^ and that 
in his opinion the nobility ought to think themselves 
obliged, without solicitation, to take every opportunity 
of supporting him by their countenance and patronage. 
But he had generally the mortification to hear that the 

*Chetwood, however* has printed a poespi on her deatb, 
which he ascribes to Hir. Savage. See History of the Stage^ 
p. 260. B. 




Idft «|iplktticynm ttd t&»t 1^ ncfter left any 
QliIrM by wtiioh IMJ ndgHC be pits off from tbe^ 
fi^ ef tappdrdng fife« iThe Btam di&{K)tftdoii she eft* 
de«poiii>0d to ditfUM among all tbode over wtiotn nattire 
of Ibrtuoe gare her aajr itiitience^ tiAd inde^ aUGceed- 
eA too ^(nH id Irardei^s but could not altrayspropa^^ 
gMte hop eflhxiMt Wkfr her ertt^y ; lbr> toltie of tfaofiej 
irhom ^e indtied igiB^nut ttlm^ ^if^ptt ashAtned of theit 
own conducti and boasted of that relief wMcii tbef ae- 

In tlia cenamte I d^ not indkeilAiinitely involve idl 
Ida rrtanlMsi for be baa meatbaed with gralstude the 
hmnatiky of eM lady^ whose name I am now unable to 
tecoflecl, and to^wbora therefore I cannot pay Uie pnusdi 
which she 4eierfes for having acted Well ih opposl' 
am to hiiueneoy precept sjld iestaitiplei 

The pumshttient which oHf laws m^ct upo» those 
patents who^ UMirder tbetr iafants is well ftnowai nor 
haa it* jiisde# cTer been contested ; but. If th^ deserve 
death who destroy a chlM in its birth) what pauia cao 
be severe enough for her who forbears to desiroy idm 
only to infiict sharper aiHseaies upon hi^ $ who ptolongs 
His lifo only to mako hitn miserablei and who exposes 
blni) Hithout care and wiibeot piQr, to the malice of 
oppressfeiif the caprices of chance^ and the temptations 
4^ poverty ; who rejoices to see him drerwftelmed witii 
calamities; and when his own industry or the charity 
of others has enabled him to rise- for a idiort time above 
feds miseries, plunges him agaki iatct his former dis- 
tress! 

The kindness of his friends not affording him any 
constant supply, and the prospect of improving his 
fortune by enlarging bit acquaintance necessarily lead- 
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!ng him to places of expense, he found it necessary* to 
cjndeaTour once more at dramatic poetry, for which he 
was flow better qualified by a more extensive know- 
ledge, and longer observaiioh/ But having beco un- 
succesful in cogjedjr, though rather for want of op- 
portunities than genius, he resolved now to try whether 
^he should not be more fortunate in exhibiting a tragedy. 
The story which he chose for the subject, was that 
of Sir Thomas Oaerbury^ a story well adapted to the 
stage, though perhaps not far enough removed from 
the present age to admit properly the fictions necessary 
to complete the plan ; for the mind, which naturally 
loves truth, is always most •ffended with tlyj violations 
of those truths of whicli we are most certain ; and we 
of coulee conceive those facts most certain, which ap- 
ji>?oach nearest to our own time. 

Out of this story he formed « tragedy^ which, if the 
circumstances in which he wrote it be considered ^ will 
afford at once an uncommon proof Of strength of genius, 
and evenness of mind, of a. serenity not to be ruffled^ 
and an imagination not to be suppressed. 

During a considerable part of the time in whteh he 
was empioyjod upon tltis performance, he wias without 
lodging, and often without meat ; nor had he any other 
conveniencie's for study than the fields or the streets al- 
lowed him ; there he. used to walk and form his speech- 
es, and afteiwards step into a shop, beg for a few mo- 
ments the use of the pen and ink, and write down what 
he had composed, upon paper which he had picked up 
by accideht. 

If the performance of a writer thus distressed is not 
perfect) its faults ought surely to be imputed to a cause 



• In 1724. 
Voi^ II. Z 



270 ^AVAGR. 

very dififerent from want of geniuS} and must rather 
cxitc pity than provoke censure. 

But when under these disconragemeuts the tragedy 
was finished, there yet remained the labour of introdu- 
cing it on the stage, an -undertaking, which, to an in- 
genious mind, was in a very high degree vexatious and 
disgusting ; for, hiving little interest or reputation, be 
was obliged to "submit ^iqjsclf wholly to the players, 
and admit, with whatever relil^tance, the emendations 
of Mr. Cibbef, which he always Considered as the dis- 
grace of his performance. . \ 

He had indeed in Mr. Hill anothei^t^ntic of a very 
different clsss, from whose^friendsfaip he^cefved great 
assistance on many occasions, and whom he never men« 
tioned but with the utmost tenderness and regard;^ He 
had been for some time distlnguislied by him with very 
(Particular "kindness, and on this occasion he was natural 
to apply to him as an author of an established charac- 
ter. He therefore sent this tragedy to him, with a short 
copy of versed,* in which he desired his correction. 
Mr. Hill, whose humanity and politeness are generally 
Knoym^ readily complied with his request ; but as he is 
remarkable for singularity of sentiment, at}d bold ex- 
periments in language, Mr« Savage did notthink his 
play much improved by his innovation, and had even. at 
that time the courage to reject several passages which 
he could not approve ; and, what is still more laudable, 
Mr. Hill had the generosity not to resent the neglect of 
his alterations, but wrote the prologue and epilogue, 
in which he touches on the circumstances of the author 
with great tenderness. 

After all these obstructions and compliances, he was 
not able to bring his play upon the stage in the sam- 

* Printed in the late collection of faia poems. 
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tner when the chief actors had retired^ ^ and the rest 
were in the possession of the house for their own advan- 
tage. Among these, Mr. Savage wis admitted to play 
the part of sir Thomas Ovcrbury,* by which he gained 
no great reputation, the theatre beifig a' province for 
which nature seems not to have designed him ; for nei- 
ther ills voice, look, nor gesture, were such as were ex- 
pected on the stage ; and he was so much' ashamed of 
having been reduced to appear as a player, that he al- 
ways blotted out his nafne from the list, when a copy of 
liis tragedy was to be shewn to Lis friends. 

In the publication of his performance h# was more 
successful ; for the ray of getiius that glimmered in it, 
^hat glimmered through all the mists which poverty 
and Cibbcr had been able to spread ever it, procured 
him the notice and esteejn of many persons eminent for 
their rank, their virtue, and their wit* 

Of this play, acted, printed, and dedicated, the accu- 
mulated profits arose to a hundred pounds^ which he 
thought at that time a very large sum, having been 
never master of so much before. 

In the dedication,t for which he received ten guineas 
there is nothing remarkable. The preface contains a 
very liberal encomium on the blooming excellency of 
Mr. Theopliilus Gibber, which Mr. Savage could, not 
in the latter part of his life see his friends about to read 
without snatching the play out of their hands. The 
generosity of Mr. Hill <)id npt end on this occasion ; for 
afterwards, when Mr. Savage's necessities returned, he 
encouraged a subscription to a miscellany cf poems in 
a very extraordinary manner, by publishing his story in 

• It waa acted only three nights, the first on June 12, 1723. 
When tiie house was opened for the winter season it was once 
more perfonved for the antbor's benfit, Oct. 2. R. 
t To Herbert Tryst, Esq. of Herefordshire. Dr. J. 
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The Plain Dealer^ with Bome affecting Ime^ which he 
asserts to have been written by Mr. Savage upon the 
trei^tmenti received by him from his mother, but of 
which he was himself thp author, a3 Mr. Salvage after- 
wards declared. These lines, and the paper* in which 
they were inserted, had a very powerful effect upon all 
but his mother^ whom, by making her cruelty more 
public, they only hardened in her aversion. 

Mr. Hill not t>nly promoted the subscription to the 
misGcilany, but fymi^hed likewise the greatest part of 
the poems of which it is composed, and particularly 
The Ifafi/ty JMan^ wliich be published as a specimen. 
*T|^e suhscripdoi)s of those whom these papery should 
.in9ac^[|ce .to psvlCroMU^ merit in distress, without any 
other solicitatiqn, .were directed to be. left at Button's 
coffee house ; and Mv. Savage going thither a few days 
afterwards, without expectation of any effect from his 
propos^,€ouQd^o his surprise seventy guineas,! which 
had been sent to him in consequence of the con^pasdon 
excited by Mr* HilFs pathetic representation. 

T^ this miscellany he wrote a preface, ui which he 
gives an account of his mother's cruelty in a very nn« 

• The Plain DeaXer was a periodical paper, written by Mr. 
Hill, and Mr. Bond, whoiti Savage called the two contending 
powers of light and darkness. They wrote by tuiBS each ax 
essays ^ and the character of the work was observed regular^ to 
jise in Mr. HilPs week,' and ftll in Mr. Bond's. Br. J. 

f The names of those who so generously contributed to his 
relief, having been mentioned in a former account, ought not 
to be omitted here. They were the duchess of Cleveland, 
lady Cheyriey, lady Castlemain, lady Gower, lady Lechmere, 
the duchess Dowager imd dutchess of Rtttiand,|adyBtrafifbrd 
the countess Dowager of Warwick, Mrs. Hary Flower, Mrs. Sofo« 
el Noel, duke of Iliitland, lord Giunsborough, loj^ MisKngton, 
Mr. John Sava£«. Dr. J. 
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csommon strain of Immouri and with a ^aietjr of imagi- 
Qatioir, which the su€(^9s of his mibscription probably 
produced. 

The dedication is addressed to the lady Mary Wort- 
icy Montagu, whom he flatt^s without reserve, and, to 
confess the truth, with very littJe art.* The same ob- 
servation may be extended to all bis dedications : his 
complimems are constrained and violent, heaped together 
without the grace of order, oi* the decency of introduc- 
tion : he seems to have written his panegyrics for the 
perusal only of Jbis patrons, and to imagine that he had 
DO Other task thiin to pamper them with praises how- 
ever gross, and that flattory would make its way to the 
hearti without the assistance of elegance or invention. 

Somi afterward, the death of jthe king furni^ihed a 
genei*al subject ibr a poetical conteat^ in which Mr. 
Savage engaged,' and js allowed t# have carried the 
prize of honour from his competitors : but! know not 
whether he gained liy bis peibrnianc« aby other advan- 
<tage than the increase of his reputation ; though it n^^st 

♦ This the follawing extract from it will prove ; 
•^** Since our country has been honoured with the gloiy of 
your wit, as elevated and immortal as your soul, it no longer 
remains a doubt whether your sex have a strength of mind in 
proportion to their sweetness. There is something in your 
verses as distinguished as your air. — They are as strong as 
truth, as deep -as reason, as clear as innocence, and as smooth 
asheauly. — They contain, a nameless and peculiar mixture of 
force and grace, which is at once -so movingly serene, and so 
majestically lovely, that it is too amiable to appear any where but 
in your eyes and in your writings. 

•* As fortune is not more my enemy than I am the enemy of 
battery, I know not how I can forbear this application to ycmr 
ladyship^ because their is scarce a possibility that I should 
say more than I believe, when I am speaking of your excel- 
lence." Dr. J. 
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certainly hare been wkb further views tbatbe prevail-' 
edupoD himself to attempt a species of writings of which 
all the topics had been long before exbaustediaod which 
was made at once difficult by the mukitudes that liad 
failed in it, and those that had sueceeded. , 

He was now advancing in reputation, and though fre- 
quently involved in very^ distressful perplexities, ap- 
peared however to be gaining upon mankind, when 
both his fame and his life were endangered by an event, 
of which it is not yet determined whether it oughttQ.be 
mentioned as a crime, or a cal amity; 

On the Sath of November, IfST, Mr. Savage came 
from Richmond, where he then lodged, that he might 
put*8ue his studies \vith tess interruption, with an in- 
tent tQ discharge another lodging . which he bad in 
Westminster; and accidentally meeting twogentiemen, 
his acquaintance), whose names were Merchant and 
Gregory, he went in with tliem to a neighbouring cpf-^ 
fee-house, and^atdrinking till it iras late, it being in no 
time of Mr. Savage's Hfe any part of his character to be 
the first of the xrompany that desired to separate. He 
would .willingFy have gone to bed in the same house ; 
but there was not room for the whole company, and 
therefore they agreed to ramble about the streets, and 
divert themselves with such amusements as should of- 
fer themselves till morning.- 

In this walk they happened unluckily to discover a 
light in Robinson's coffee-house near Charing-cross, 
and therefore went in. Merchant with some rudeness 
demanded a room, and was told that there was a good 
fire in the next parlour, which the company were about 
to leave, being then paying their reckoning. Merchant, 
not satisfied with this answer, rushed into the room, atid 
■nvas followed by his companions. He then petulently 
placed himself between the company and the fire, and 
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s60D after kicked down the table. This produced a 
quarrel, swords were dranvn on both sides, and one Mr. 
James Sinclair iiras killed. Savq^ having wounded 
likewise a msdd that held hini) forced his way with 
Merchant out of the house ; but being mtimidated and 
confused, without resolution either to fty or stay, they 
were taken in a back court by ono of the campany, and 
some soldiers,' whom he had called to lus assistance. 

Being secbred and guarded that night, they were in 
the Tnorning carried before three justices, who com* 
mitted them to the gatehouse, from whence, upon the 
dea^ of Mr, Sinclair, which happened the same day, 
they were Rmoved in the night to Newgate, whej'ft 
they were however treated with some distinction, ex- 
empted from the ignomy of chains, and confined, not 
among the common criminals, bgt in the press-yard. 

When the day, of trial Came, the court was crowded 
in a very unusual manner; and the pttblic appeared to 
interest itself as in a cause of general concern. • The 
witnesses against Mr. Savage apd his fiiends were, the' 
vroman who kept the liouse, which was a house of ilf 
fame, and her maid, the men who were in the room 
with Mr. Sinclair, and a woman of the town, who had 
been drinking with them, and witb whom one of them 
had been seen iii bed* They swore in general, that 
Merchant gave the provocation, which Savage and 
Gregory drew their sWords to justify ; that Savage drew 
first, and that he stabbed Sinclair when he was not in 
' a posture of defence, or while Gregory commanded 
his sword ; and after he had given the thrust he turned 
pale, and would have retired, but that the maid clung 
round him, and one of the company endeavoured to de- 
tain him, from whom he broke by cutting the maid on 
the bead, but was afterwards taken in a court* 
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There was smne difference jn their digpositions; one 
did not see Savage give the woond, another saw k giv- 
en when Sinclair held his point towards the ground; 
and the womao of the town asserted, tjiat i^e did not 
see Sinclair's sword at all : thla difference however was 
Tery far from amonntii^ to inccpustency ; but it was 
sufficient to shew^ that the hurry of the dispute was 
such) that it was not easy to discover the truth with re- 
lation to particular cii^niBt«iice% and that therefore 
some deductions were to be made-from the creditnlity 
of the testimonies. 

SlncUiir had dcclajwd several times before, his dc^th^ 
that he. received his wound from Savage Aior (fid Sav- 
age at his trial deny the fact, but endeavoured partly to 
extenuate it, by urging the suddenness of the whole ^ac- 
tion, and the impossibility of any ill design, or premed- 
itated malice ; and partly. to justify it by the necessity 
of self defence, and the hazard of his own life, if be 
had lost that .opportunity of given the thrust : he ob* 
served, that nekher reason nor law obliged a man to 
wait for the blow wbich was threatened, and, which if 
he should suffer it, be might never be able to return; 
that it was always allowable to prevent an assault, and 
to preserve Ufe by taking away ^at of the adversary l^ 
whom it was endangered. 

With regard to the violence with which he endea- 
voured to escape, he declared^ that it was not his de- 
sign to fiy from justice, or decline a^ trial, but to avoid 
the expenses and severities- of a prison.; and that he in- 
tended to have appeared at the bar wi^out compulsion. 

This ddence, which took up more than an hour, was 
heard by the multitude that thronged the^iGourt with 
the most attentive and respectful silence: those who 
thought he ought not to be acquitted, owned thaX 29- 
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fllfiuae could not be refused him : and those, who before 
pitied his misfortunes^ now reverenced his abilities. 

The witnesses which appeared against him were 
proved to be persons of characters which did not en- 
title them to much credit ; a common strumpet, a wo- 
man U^hom strumpets were entertained^nd a man 
by whom they were supported ; and the character of 
Savage was by several persons of distinction asserted 
to be that of a modest inoffensive man, not inclined to 
broils or to insolence, and who bad to that time been 
tmly known for his misfbrtucs and his wit. 

Had his audience been his judges, Kc bad undoubt* 
edly been acquitted : but Mr. Page, who was then upon 
the bench, treated him with his usual insolence and se- 
verity, and when he had summed up the evidence^ en- 
deavoured to exasperate the jury ; as Mr. Savage uaed 
to relate it, with this eloquent harangue : 

^ Gentlemen of the jury, you are to consider that 
Mr. Savage in a very great man, a much greater man 
than you or I, gentlemen of the jury ; that he wears 
very fine clothes, n)uch finer clothes than you or I, gen- 
tlemen of the jury ; that he has abundance of money . 
in his pocket, much more money than you or I, gentle- 
men of the jury; but, gentlemen of the jury, is it not 
a very hard case, gentlemen of the jury, that Mr. Sa- 
vage should thereibre kill you or me, gentlemen of 
the jury ?" 

Mr. Savage, hearing his defence thus misrepresents 
ed, and the men who were to decide his fate incited 
against him bf invidious comparisons, resolutely as- 
sei:ted, ttot his case was hot candidly eis^plained, and be- 
gan to recapitulate what he had before said with re- 
gard to his condition, and the necessity of endeavour- 
ing to escape the expenses of imprisonment ; but the 
judge having ordered liim to be silent, and repeated his 
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•idera without cfTect, commanded that he should be 
taken from the bar by force. 

The jury then beard the opinion of the judge, that 
good characters were of no weight against poaidve 
evidence, though they might turn the ticale whera it 
was doub^l ; and that though, when two metPattack 
each other, the death of either is only man-slaughter; 
but where one is the aggressor, as in the case before 
them, and, in pursuance of his first attack, kills the 
other, the law supposes the action, however sudden, to 
be malicious. They then deliberated upon their ver- 
dict, and determined that Mn Savage and Mr. Grego- 
ry were guilty of murder ; and Mr. Merchant, who had 
DO sword, only of man-slaughter. 

Thus ended this memorable trial, which lasted eight 
hours. Mr. Savage and Mr. Gregory were conducted 
back to prison, where they were more closely confined, 
and loaded with irons of fifty pounds weight ; four days 
afterwards they were sent back to the court to receive 
sentence ; on which occasion Mr. Savage made, as far 
as it could be retained in memory, the following speech : 

« It is now, my lord, too late to offer any thing by 
way of defence or vindication ; nor can we expect from 
your lordships, in this court, but the sentence which 
the laws require you, as judges, to pronounce against 
men of our calamitous condition.-^But we are also per- 
suaded, that as mere men, and out of this seat of rigor- 
ous justice, you are susceptive of the tender passions, 
and too humane not to commiserate the unhappy situa- 
tion of thosie, whom the law sometimes perhaps— ex- 
acts— from you to pronounce upon. No doubt you cSs- 
tinguish between offences which arise out of premedi* 
tation, and a disposition habitu4ited to vice or immorali- 
ty ; and transgresaons, which ai'e the unhappy and un- 
forseen effects of casual absence of rtascm^ and sudden 
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Hiipalse of pasaon : we therefore hope you ^ill con- 
tribute all you can to an extension of that mercy, which 
the gentlemen of the jury bare been pleased to shew 
Mr. Merchant, who (allowing facts as sworn against us 
by the evidence) has led us into this our calamity. I 
hope this will not be construed as if we meant to re- 
flect upon that gentleman, or remove any thing (rom 
us upon him, or that we repine the more at our fate, 
because he has no participation of it : No, my lord ; 
for my part, I declare nothing could more soften my 
grief, than to be without any companion in so great a 
misfortune/** 

Mr. Savage had now no hopes of life, but from the 
mercy of the crown, which was very earnestly solicited 
by his friends, and which, with whatever difficulty the 
story may obtain belief, was obstructed <mly by his 
mother. ^ 

To prejudice the queen against him, she made use 
of an incident, which was omitted in the order of time, 
that it might be nientiohed together with the purpose 
which it was made to serve. . Mr. Savage, when he had 
discovered his birth^had an incessant desire to speak 
to his mother, who always avoided him in public, and 
refused him admission into her house. One evening 
walking, as it was his custom, in the street that she in- 
habited, he saw the door of her house by accident open ; 
he entered it, and, finding no person in the passage to 
hinder him, went up stairs to salute her. She discover- 
ed him before he could epter her chamber, alarmed the 
family with the most distressful outcries, and, when she 
had by her screams ^gathered them about her, ordered 
them to drive out of the house that villain, who had 
forced himself in upon her, and endeavoured to rour- 

•Mr. Savajfc's life. 
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der her. Savage, who had attempted with the ^lost sub« 
missire tenderness to soften her rage, hearing her utter 
so detestable an accusation, thought it prudent to re^ 
tire : and, I belieTe, never attempted afterwards to speak 
to her. 

But, sliocked as he was with her falshood and her 
cruelty, he imagined that she intended no other use of 
her lie, than to set herself free from his embraces and 
solicitatiops, and was very far from suspecting that she 
would treasure it in her memory as an instrument of 
future wickedness, or that she would endeavour for this 
fictitious assault to deprive him of his life. 

But when the queen was solicited for his pardon, and 
informed of the severe treatment which he had suffer^ 
ed from his judge, she answered, that, however unjus- 
tifiable might be the manner of his triKl, or whatever 
extenuation the» action for which he was condemned 
might admit, she could not think that man a proper 
object of the king's mercy, who had been capable of en- 
tering his mother's house in the night, with an intent to 
murder her. 

By whom this attrocious calumny had been trans- 
mitted to the queen; whether she that invented had 
the front to relate it ;• whether she found any pne weak 
' enough to credit It, or corrupt enough to concur with 
her in her hateful design ; I know not : but methods 
had been taken to persuade the queen so strongly of 
the truth of it, that she for a long time refused to hear 
any one of those who petitioned for his life. 

Thus had Savage perished by the evidence of a l^iwd, 
a strumpet, and his mother, had not justice and . com- 
passion procured him an advocate of rank too great to 
be rejected unheard, and of virtue too eminent to be 
head without being believed. His merit and his calami- 
ties happened to reach the ear of the countess of Hert- 



ford, who engaged in Us support with all the tender^* 
ness tbatis excited by pity, and all the zeal whkh is 
kindled by generosity ; and^ demanding an audience of 
the queen, laid before her the whole series; of his 
mother's cruelty^ exposed the improbability of an ac- 
cusation by which he was charged with an interest to 
commit a murder that could produce no advantage, and 
soctfi convinced her how little his former conduct could 
deserve to be menuoned as a reason for extraordinary 
severity. 

The interpotition of this lady Was so successful, thai 
he was soon after admitted to bail, and, on the 9th of 
March, 1728, pleaded the king's pardon. 

It is natural to inquire upon what motives his mother 
could persecute him in a manner so outrageous and 
implacable ; for what reason she could employ all the 
arts of malice, and all the snares of calumnyi to take 
away th^ life of her own son, of a son ^ho never injur-" 
edf her, Who was nevbr supported by her expense, flor 
obstructed any prospect '^of pleasure or advantage : why 
she Would endeavour to destroy him by a lie— a lie 
which could not gain credit, but must vanish of itself 
at the first moment of examination, and of which only 
this can be said to make it probable, that it may be ob- 
served from her conduct, that the most execrable crimes 
are sometimes committed without apparent temptation. 

This mother is still alive,* and may perhaps even 
yet, though her malice was so often defeated, enjoy the 
j^easure of reflecting, that the life which she often en- 
deavoured to destroy, was at least shortened bf her 
maternal offices ; that though she could not transport 
her son to the plantations, biiry him in the shop of a 

• She died, Oct lU 1^^3» at her house in Old Bondt Street^ 
a^ above faiincore. R. 
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inee^aincy or bitten the band^of the puhlie executk>ber, 
flhe IM ftt had the satis&cticm of emUttetiog alt hk 
hour% and forciii|^ him ioto exigences that Imnied ob 
fab death. - v 

It is by DO means necessary to aggrarate Uie enor* 
mity of thb iroman's conduct, by jilacing it in opposi- 
Iton to that of the countess of Hertford ; no one can fail 
to observe how much more amiable it' is to relievejthan 
to oppress, and to rescue innocence from destructkm, 
than to destroy without an injury. 

Mr. Savage, during his imprisontn^iH, Ms tHal, and 
the time in which he lay binder Sentence of death, be- 
haved with great firmness and equa&y of tnind, and 
confirmed by hb fortitude thi6 esteem^ of those who 
before admired him for hb abilities** The peculiar cir- 
cumstances of his life were inade more generally known 
by a short account,! which was then pubHshed,^ and of 
which several thousands were in a few weeks dbpersed 
over the nation : at^ the compassion' of mankmd ope- 
rated so powerfully in his favour, thait he was enabled^ 
by frequent presents, not cmly to sup^rt himself) but 
to assbt Mr. Gregory in prison : and; when he was p^ 

* It i^pesxs thai dating his coiygseBieiit he wrdlie » letter 

to h^ mother, which he sent to The<^i]|ir GUil^, th^it it 

might be traoBmitted to her through the means of Mr. Wilka. 

In his, letter t9 Gibber he says-^«* As to deaths I am ea^, and 

dare meet it like a maifi— sU that touches me is the concern of 

my fiietids, and a reconcilement vdth my mother— 4 cannot 

exprew the agony IftH when I wrote the letter to heru-lf yoa 

can find any decent exciue for shewkig it to Mrs. Oidfiel^ do ; 

for I would have jdl my friends (and that ada»iiahle lady in 

pi^cular). be aafisfied I have . done my duty towaida it--Dr. 

Young to day sent me a letter, most passionately kind." R. 

t Wntten by^ Mr, Beckinghsm, and another gentleman. 
Dr. J. 
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doaed and rf^hn^tif be fbood tho^ inimber of liis tntnii$ 
Q0t letsened. 

, The nature of the act for which he had been tried 
was in itself doubtful ; of the evidences which appeal^ 
ed against him^ the character of the man was not un« 
exceptioaal^le, that of the woman notoriously infamous ; 
ilhe^ whose tes^mpny chiefly infliienced the jurj to con- 
demn him» aftervvsffds retracted her asserUons* He 
^ways huaself denied that h^ was^dninky as had 1»sen * 
generally reported. Mr. Gregory, who is now.(in 1744} 
collector of, Anitguay is said to declare him far less 
criminal than v he wm imagined, even by some who 
favoured him ; ami Page himself afteryrards confessed^ 
that he had treated him with uncommon rigour. When 
all these., particukm^ are rated father, perhaps the 
mernmy of Sa^^tge may not be much sullied by his triak 

Some, time after he obtaifl^ his liberty^ he met in 
the street the woman who bad sworn with sq much ma* 
iignity against him. . She informed him^ that she was 
in distress, and, with a degree 4)f confidence not easily 
attainable, desired bim to relieve her« He^- instead of 
insulting her misecyj and taking pleasure in the cab- 
mities of <me who had brought his life into danger, re- 
proved her gently fin* her perjury ; and changing the 
orAy gcdnea that he had, divided it equally between her 
and himself. 

Thia is an action which in some ages would have 
made a saint, an^ per^ap^ in others a hero, and which, 
without, any hyperboUciU encomiums, must be allowed 
to be an instance q£ uncommon generosity, an act of 
complicated virtue ; by which he at once relieved the 
poor, corrected the vicious, and forgave an enemy; 
by which he at once remitted the strongest provocations, 
and jexerctsed the most ardent charity. 



Compoiidoii ira» kid^d ciie dktiDgiiiiliiiig qaa&y of 
Savage ; he never appeared inclined to take advantage 
of weaknessi to attack the defienceleaS) of' to press upon 
the &]ling t whbevef vat diMre98ed^ was certain at 
least of his good wishes ; and*wh€n he^ cduld give no 
asmtance to extricate them from misfbrtttnes^ he en- 
deavoured to sooth them bf sympathy and tenderness. 

But when his heart was not softened by ^he sight of 
misery, he was sometimes obsthiate in his resen|raent» 
suid did not quickly lose the remenihrance of an injury. 
He always continued to speak with anger of the msa- 
lence and partiality of Page^ and a short thne before his 
death revenged it by a satire*^ 

It is natural to inquii*e in what terms Mr. Savage 
spoke of this &tal acttoUt when the danger was over, 
and he was under no necessity of using art to set bis 
conduct in the Ikirest light. He was not willing to 
dwell upon it; and if he transiently mentioned hf ap- 
peared neither to consider himself as a murderjer, nor 
as a man wholly free from the guilt of blood.f How 
much and how long he regretted it^appeiared in a poem 
which he published many years afterwards. On occa- 
sion of a copy of verses, in which the failings of good 
men were recounted, and in which the mrthor had en- 
deavoured to illustrate his position, that V the best may 
sometfmes deviate from virtue,** by an instance of mur- 
der cotnmitied by Savage in the heat of wine, Savage 
remarked, that it was no very just representation of a 
good man, to suppose him liable to drunkenness, and 
disposed in his riots to cut throats.. 

He was now indeed at liberty, but was, as Isefore, 
without any other support thati accidential fiatvours and 

* Printed in the late coUectipn. 
t In one of his letters he styles it « a&tal quarrel^ but tw well 
known" Dr. J.. 
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uncertain patronage aSbrjded bla\ ; smvc^ by which 
he was sometimes very liberally supplied^ and which 
at other times wer^ suddenly stopped ; so that he spent 
i^islife be^tween want and 4>lenty; or, what was yet 
.worse^. between ibe^gary and extrayagince ; for, as 
whatever he received was the gift of chance, which 
might a^ well &vour. him at one time as another, he 
was tempted to squander what be had, because he al- 
ways hoped to be immediately supplied. 

Anotiber cause of his profosion was. the absurd kind<> 
ness of his friends, wha at once rewarded and enjoyed 
hb abilitiesj by treaUog him at taverns, and habituating 
him to pleasures which he cpuld not^ afford to enjoy, 
and which he was not able, to deny himself, though h^ 
purchased the luxury of a single night hy the anguish 
of cold and hunger for a inreek. 

The experience of these inconveniences determined 
him to endeavour after some settled income, which, 
having long found submission and intreaties fruitless, 
be attempted to extort from his mother by rougher 
methods. He had now, as he acknowledged, lost that 
tenderness for her, which the whole series of her cru- 
elty had not been able wholly to repress, till he found, 
by the efforts i^y^h she made for his destruction, that 
she was not conlKt with refusing to assist him, and 
being neutral in bis struggles with poverty, but was 
ready to snatch every opportunity of adding to his mis- 
fortunes ; and that she was to be considered as an ene- 
my implacably malicious, whom nothing but his blood 
could satisfy* He therefore threatened to harass her 
with lampoons, and-tq publish a copious narrative, of 
her conduct, unless she consented to purchase an ex- 
emption from infamy by allowing him a pension. 

This expedient proved successful. Whether shame 
s(lill survived, though virtue was extinct, or whether 

Aa2 
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her relations had more cleficacf thanherselft and una- 
gincd that some of the darts which satire might point 
at her would glance upon them ; lord Tyrcomief, what- 
erer were his motives, upon Jiis promise to lay aside 
Ms design of -exposing the cmelty of his mothW) re- 
tebed him into his family, treated him as hb equal, 
and engaged to allow him ft pension of two hutidred 
pounds a year. 

This was the golden part of Mr. Savage's life % and 
for some time he had no reason to complain of fortune ; 
his appearance was spiendid, his exj^nscs large, and 
his acquatntance extensive. He was courted by ail 
who endeavoured to be thouglit men of genius, and 
caressed by all who valued themselves upon a refined 
taste. To admire Mr. Savage, was a proof of discern- 
ment; and to be acquainted with him^ Was a title to 
poetical* reputation. Hb presence was sufficient to 
make any place of public enter^nment popular; and 
Ms approbation and example constituted the fashion. 
So powerful b genius, when it is invested with the glit- 
ter of affluence I ' Men willingly pay to fortune that 
regard which they owe to merit, and are pleased when 
they have an opportunity at once of gratifying their va- 
nity, and practising their duty. , 

This interval of prosperity furnished him with* op- 
portunities of enlarging his knowledge of human nature, 
by contemplating life fi^m its highest gradations to lis 
lowest ; and, had he afterwards applied to dramatic po- 
etry, he would perhaps, not have had many superiors ; 
lor, as he never suffered any scene to' pass before his 
eyes without notice, he had.treastired in his mind all 
the different combinations of passions, and the innume- 
rable mixtures of vice and virtue, which distinguish 
<me character from another ; and, as hb conception 
. was strong, his exprej»ions were ciear^ he easily re- 
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ceiyed impressions from bbjccts, and veiy fbrcibly 
traiismitted them to others. 

Of4)is exact obser^tions on human life h^ has left a 
proof) which would do honour to the greatest numes; 
tttn smair pamphlet ealled The^^utftor to defc^,* where 
he introduces Iscariot Hackney, a prostitute scribbler^ 
giving an acoonnt of hk birth, his education, hh di^po- 
sition and morals, haluts of life and maxims of conduct 
In the introduction are related many secret histories of 
the petty writers of that time, but sometimes mixed 
with ungenerous reflections on their birth, their cir* 
Gumstances or those of their relations ; nor can it be 
denied, that some passages are such as Iscariot Hack^ 
ney might himself have produced. 

He was accused likewise of living in an appearance 
of friendship with some whom he satirised, and of mak- 
ing use of the confidence which he gained by a seem- 
ing' kindness, to discover failings and expose them : it 
must be confessed, that Mr. Savage's esteem w^s no 
very certain possession, and that he would lampoon at 
onetime those whom he had praised at another. 

It maybe alleged, that the same man may change 
his piinciples; and that he who was once deservedly 
commended may be afterwards satirised with equal 
justice ; or, that the poet was dazzled with the appear^* 
ance of virtue, and found the man whom he had cele- 
brated, when he had an opportunity of examining him 
more narrowly, unworthy of the. panegyric which he 
had too hastily bestowed ; and that, as a false satire 
ought to be recanted, for the sake of him wbose repu-^ 
tation may be injured, false praise ought likewise to be 
obviated, lest the distinction between vice and virtue 
should be lost, le&t a bad man should be trusted uptm 

• Printed in his Works, vol. U. p. 231. 
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the credit of his encomiast, or le^. others should en- 
deavour to obtain the like praises by the same means^ 

But thoMgb these excuses tufiy be oftep plausible, 
and somethnes just, they are very seldom. satisfactory 
to mankitui ; and the writer who b not constant to his 
subject, quickly sinks into contemi^t, his sadre loses its 
force, and his panegyric its value ; and he is only con- 
sidered at one time as a flatterer, and as a calumniator 
at another. 

To avoid these imputations, it is only necessary to 
follow the rules of virtue, and to preserve an unvaried 
regard to truth. For though it is undoubtedly po^ible 
that a man, however cautious, may be sometimes de- 
ceived by an artful appe^irance of virtue, or by false 
evidences of. guilt, such errors will not be fr^uent; 
and it will be allowed, that the name jof an author, would 
pever have been made contemptible, hsd no man ever 
said what he did not think, or misled others but when 
he was hitnself deceived. 

TAe Author to be let was first published in a mgle 
pamphlet, and afterwards inserted in a collection of 
pieces relating to the Dunciad, which were addressed 
by Mr. Savage to the earl of Middlesex, in a dedica- 
* tion* which he was prevailed upon to sign, though he 
did not write it, and in which there are soufte poutioas, 
that the trpe author would perhaps not have published 
under his own name, and on which Mr, Savage after- 
teards reflected with no great satisfaction ; the enumera- 
tion of the bad effects of the uncontrolled freedom of 
the press, and ^e as^rtion that the liberties taken by 
^he writers of journals with ^^ their superiors, were ex- 
orbitant atid unjustifiable," very ill became men, who 
have themselves not always shewn the exactest regard 
to the laws of subordination in their Writings, and who 

• See his works, vol. n. p. 233. 



SAVAGE, 28^ 

have often satitised those that at least thought them- 
selves their superiors^ as they were eminent for their 
hereditary rank and employed in the highest offices of 
tihe kingdom. But this is only an inittance of that pard*- 
ality which' almost every man indulges with regard to 
himself t the liberty of the press is a blessing when we 
are inclined to write against others, and a calamity when 
we find Ourselves overborne by the multitude of our 
assailants ; as the power of the crown Is always thought 
too great by those who suffer by its influence,.and too 
little by those in whose favour it is exerted ; and a 
standing army is generally accounted necessary by 
those who command, and dangerous and oppressive by 
those who support it. 

Mr. Savage «was likewise very fer from believing that 
the letters annexed to each species of Imd poets in the 
Bathos were, as he was directed to assert, ^< set down at 
random ;" for when he was charged by one of his friends 
with putting his name to such an improbability, he had 
|io other answer to make than << he did nbt think of it ;" 
and his friend had too much tenderness ^o reply, that 
next to the crime of writing contrary to what he 
thought, was that of writing without thinking. 

After having remarked what is false in this dedica* 
tion, it is proper that I observe the impartiality which I 
recommend, by declaring what Savage asserted that thte 
account of the circumstances which attended the pub- 
lication of the Dunciad, however strange and improba- 
ble, was exactly true. 

The publication of this piece at this time raised Mr- 
Savage a great number of enemies among those that 
were attacked by Mr. Pope, with whom he was con- 
sidered as a kind of confederate, and whom he waS 
suspected of supplying with private intelligence and 
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secret inctcteaitt; so that the Ignotny of anhifovmer 
wta added to the terror of a satiric. 

That he was oot altogether free from %erary hypo- 
enaf) and that he sometimes 8{K>lte one thing and 
wrote another, esEnnoC be denied ; because he himself 
confessed, that, when he lived in great famiiiari^ with 
Demis, he wrote an epigram* against htm« 

Mr« Savage, however, set all the malice of all the 
j^gniy writess at deiance, indihouglitthe friendship of 
Mr.' Pope cheaply purchased by bring exp(»ed to their 
censure and their hatred ; nor had be any reason to re- 
pent of Hie preference, for he found Mr. Pope a steady 
and unalienable fHend almost to the end of his Bfe. 

About thia time, notwithstanding his avowed neutra- 
lity with regard to party, he published % paaegyric on 
sir Robert Walpole, for which he was rewarded by him 
with twenty guineas i a sum not rery large, if either the 
excellence of the performance, or the affluence of the 
patron, be considered; but greater than he afterwards 
obtained from a person of yet higher rank, and ^oiore 
desdroiis in a^j^rance of bring distingutsbed as a pa- 
tron of literature. 

As be was very far from approving the cofld^Gt of 
sir Robert Walpole, and in ccmversation nientioned Mm 
sometimes with acrimony, and generatty whh coii« 
tempt ; a» he was one of those who were always a^ea- 
lous in thrir assertions of the justice of t^e kte oi^ori* 

♦Thb epigram was, I believe, never pubfished, 

** Should Dennis publish you bad stabb'd your brother, 
Lampoon'd your monarch, or debauch'd yo^. mother ; 
Say, what revenge on Dennis can be had,i 
. Too dull for laughter, for reply too mad } 
On (Hie so poor you eannot take the law, 
On one so old your twofd you scorn .to draw. 
Vncag'd then, let the hafmless monster ragCj - - 

3ecure in dulness^ madaea^ wiu)t, and ag«.^* Dr. J. 



tioD; jea^u3 of the rights of the pe<^le, and abrmed bf 
the loQg continued triumph of the court; it wa9 natu- 
ral to ask him what could induce him to employ his 
poetry in praise of that man who was, in^his opinion^j^ai 
enemy to liberty, and an oppressor x>f his country ? He 
alleged, that he was then dependant upon the lord Tyr- 
connel, who was an inplicit follower of the ministry; 
and that) being enjoined by him, not without menaces^ 
to write in praise of his leader, he had not. reaoluticm 
sufficient to sacrifice the pleasure of jiffiuence to that 
<rf integrity. 

On this, and on many other occaaioQSy he was* ready, 
to lament the n[>isery of living at the tables of other 
men, which was his fate from the beginning to the end 
of his life ; for I know not whether he ever had, for 
three months together, a settled habitation, m vi4iich he 
could claim a tight of residence. 

To this unhappy state It is just to impute much of 
the inconstancy of his conduct ; for though a readiness 
to comply with the inclination of others was no part of 
his na.tural character, yet he was some times obliged to 
relax his obstinacy, and submit his own judgment, and 
even his virtue, to the. government of those by whom 
be was supported : so that, if his miseries wei^ some- 
times the consecjuences of hH faults, he ought not yet 
to be wholly excluded from compa88V>n^ because his 
faults were very often the effects of his misfortunes. 

In this gay period* of his life, while he was sur- 
rounded by afHu^nce and pleasure, he publbhed 7%c 
Wanderer^ a moral poem, of which the design is com- 
prised in these lines : 

I fly all public care, all venal strife. 

To Xscy the stilli coB^Mi'd with active life; 

• 1729. 
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To ptor^ by ^ese, the sons of tnen iiisy owe ' 
The fruits of blitt to'burstiiig''clouds of >wo ; 
Tb»t ey*n ca^aoB^ by thought v€&n?dy^ 
iBspiiitf and adorns.the tlH^kingmu^ 

And more distinctly in the following passage : 

By yro, the 90ul.^ dazing action swellft; 

By wo^ in plaintless padeiice it excels : ^ > . 
' From patience, prudent ci^ar experience spiiDgs^ 

And traces knowiege through the coarse of things I ^ 

Thence hope is form'd, thence fortitude^ successi, 
• Itenown ?^whatc'er men' covet and Car^sd; ^ .. 

Tlus performaBCG was i^ways . c<9isid&f^ byi^umeU 
Sk$ his roasteropiepei and Mr. Fope^ when he vaa ask- 
ed' his opinion of it, told him that he read' it ooce oyer, 
and was iiot jdbpleased with it ; that it g^ve hixa niore 
pleasure At the second perusal, ^d deBghted lum stiU 
more at the third* . , , /, , 

It has been generally {Ejected to TAe J^n^^rffr^-ihat 
the dispQ^tion of the parts jis irregular ; .that the de- 
sigD ' is lobscurey and the plan perplexed; that th& inaa- 
ges| howevei* beautiful, ^^ceed.each other mthout 
order j |ind that the wbple perfortQancecis^^ not ^sq much 
a regular fabriC) as a heap of shining^materials throws 
together by accident)' which . strikes rather wtth the 
solenin magnificenpe of , a stupendpus raln> than the 
elegant grandduf" of a finished pile. , i - • ^ . . 
« The criticism is uniye^sal} and therefore^ it is reason- 
able to believe it- a( least in a gre«t die^^ree just j but 
Mr* Savage was alw*y» - of a as^tr^ty^ opinka^ and 
thought his drift <KJtddronly be missed byn^ligoice 
or 8tupidiiy» and that ,the whole plan wa9iregular> and 
the parts distinct. . - 

It w»s never iienied ta abouAd with «^ni% i^presen- 
tations. of Dature^ and just obaemtionr upoBlife^ and 
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it may easUj!!: be observed, tiiat most of his pictures 
have an evident teodencj to illustnite his first great 
pctitioD, that good u the coiiseqtietice of evil." The . 
san that bams up the mountains fructifies the vales"; 
the deluge that rushes down the broken rocks with 
dreadful impetuosity, is separated into purling brooks ; 
and the rage of the hurricane pcurifies the air# 

Even in this poem he has not been able to forbear 
one touch upon the cruetty of his mother, which though, 
remarkably delicate and tender, is a proof how deep an 
impression it had upon his mind. 

This must be at least acknowledged, whieh ought 
to be thought equivalent to many other excellences, 
that this poem can promote no ^ther purposetithan those 
of virtfie, and that it is written with a vei^ strong sense 
of the efficacy of religion* - - 

But my province is rather to give the history of Mr. 
Savage'a performances than to display tlretr beauties, 
or to obviate the criticisms which they have 4>ccasionii 
ed ; uid therefore I shall not dwell upon the particular 
passages whichdeserve applause ; I shall neither shew 
the excellence of his descriptions, nor expatiate on 
the terrific portrait of suicide, nor point out the artful 
touchea by which he haa distinguished the intellectual 
features of the rebels who suffer death in his last can* 
to. It is, however proper to observe, that Mr. Savage 
always declared the characters wholly fictitk>us, and 
without the least adiusion to any real persons or action*. 

From a poem so diligently laboured, and so succe»s» 

fully finished, it might be reasonUy expected that ho 

sbeuld have gained conuderable advantage ; nor can it 

without some degree of indigoation^ and concern . be 

told, that he si^ the copy for ten gumeas, of wMcli 

he afterwards retoroed two, that the two last sheets of 

the work might be reprinted, of which he had in hk 
Vol. IL B b 
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abience intrusted the correctkm to a Mi^ndt who was 
too indoleDt to perfovm It with aceiiracy: 
.* A superstitious regard to the correction of kus sheets 
was ooe of Mr. Sa^age^s pecaiiaritie&^^he often alter- 
ed) revised) recurred to his j&rst reading or punctua- 
tion) and again adopted the alteration; he was dubi* 
ous and irresolute withwu end) as on a question of the 
laat importance, and at Jast was seldom* satisfied : the 
intrusion or a commisMon of a comma was sufficient to 
disconspoie him« and he would lament ad error of a 
single letter as a heavy calamity. In ooe of his letters 
reiatiog to an impressioB , of some verses, he remarks 
that he had, with regard to the ciHrrection of the proof 
*^ a Hipefi upon him ;^' and Indeed the aiudety with 
which he felt upon the minutest and most trifiii^ nice- 
ties deserved no other name than that of fascination. 

Tlmt he aold so valuable a performance for so small 
a pricci was not to be imputed cither to necessity, by 
which the learned and ingenious are often obliged to 
sujlnnit to very hard conditions ; or to avarice, by which 
the boolMeliers are frqueatly incited to oppress that 
genius by whSefa they are supported $ iMit to that in- 
temperate desire of pleasure, and hidutual slavery to 
hia pastions, which involved hsn in many perplexities. 
He happened at that time to be engaged io the pursuit 
of some trifling gratification, and, being without mo- 
ney for the present occaaicm, sold his poem to the first 
bidder,,and perhaps for the first price that waa pro- 
posed, and would probal>ly have beenxontent with less, 
if less had been ofiered lum. 

. This poem waa addressed to the lord Tyrcimtiel) not 
only in the first lines, but in a formal dedtcation filled 
with the highest strains of piunegyne, and tfalB warmest 
professions of gratitude, but by no *iaeana remarkable 
for deHtacy of ccmnexion or elegance-of atyle. 
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These piabee in a ihon time be found himself in- 
cHned to retract,. beingdiseafded bf the^^lan ob whom 
he had bestowed tbera, and whom he then immediate-. 
If discovered not to have desenredthem. Of thts.quar- 
re!» which every day made mere^bitter, lord Tyrconnel 
and Mr. Savage assigned very different reasons* which 
takght perhaps all ui reality cooeuvt though they were 
not all convesiientto be alleged by either party. Lord 
Tyreonn^ aiBrmed, that it was- the constant practice of 
Mr. Savagci to enter a tavern with any company that 
proposed it> drink:the moat expensive wines with.great 
profusion! and when the reckoning was demanded^ to 
be withoat money : if, as it often happened, hi&compa^ 
ny were willing to defray Ids part) the affur ended 
without 9aif ill consequences;' but if they, were refcac'» 
toryv and expected that th& ^fine^ should be^tpaid for bgr 
him that drank it, his.method of composition was« to 
ti^e them with him to his oym apaitment» assume the 
goveiiinnent of ihehouse^ at»d^ order the Butler m an 
imperious manner to set the best wine in the cellar be* 
fore bis -company ^^ who often ^ranVtiU they forgot the 
respect due to the house in which they were entertain- 
ed) indulged themselves in the utmost extravagance of 
merriment, practised the most licentious frolics, and 
committed all the outragea of drunkenness* 

Nor was this the only charge which l^d TyTConnel 
brought against4itm« Having given him aiCollectioo of 
valuable beokS) stamped with his own arms, he had the 
mortificatimi to see themin a ^lort time exposed to sale 
upon the stallS) it bdog usual with Mr. Savage^ when 
lie warned a small sum, to take liis books to the pawn- 
broker. 

Whoever was acquainted with Mr. Savage easily 
credited both these accusations ; for having been obli- 
^B^) from his first entrance into the world, to subsist 
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upon expedients AffloeBce- was oot e^e te exelt Urn 
abore thtm ; ^Jai so. niucb wm he delighted with wine 
and coii?enatioo» and so long liad he been accostooied 
to lire hy chance, that he. would at any time go to the 
tavern, without acuruple, and trnat for the reckonii^ to 
the libepmUty t>f his company, and Irequantly of com- 
pany to whom he wa> very Uttle known. ThiB condnct 
indeed yery seldom drew upon Urn those inconvenien- 
ces that might be feared by any other person ; for Ms 
cimyeffaation wa&. so enbertainingt and bis address se 
pleasing, that few thought the pleasure which they rer 
ceived from him dearly purchased, by paying for his 
wine. It was Ms peculiar happiness, that he scarcely 
ever found a strangerf whom he did not* leave a friend ; 
but it most Ukewiae be added, that he had not often a 
friend longi idtfaovt^ obKging idm tobecome a stran*- 
gcr» 

Mr, Sanage* on th»otlier hand, declared, tlii^ ktd 
Tynumnel* quarrelled with hun, because be would not 
subtract from his own luxury and extrAvaganee what 
he had promised to allow htm, and that his resentment 
was only a plea for^the vinlaiion of his promise. He 
asserted that he had done nothing that ought to ex« 
elude him from that aubsistance which he thought not 
so much a favour as a debt, since it was offered him 
upon conditions which he had never broken ; and that 
hia only fault was, that he could not be supported with 
nothing. 

He acknowledged, that lord Tyrconnel oftenvxhort* 
ed him to regulate his method of life, and net to spend 
all his nights in taverns, and that he appeared very de* 

* His ezprefledon in one of his fettets was, ^'that tord Tyr- 
connel had invidved hit estate, sod therefore pooily soofht as 
occasion to quarrel with him," J^^ J, . 
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sirous that he wouk) pass those hoors with hiiH) which 
he so fr^elf bestoired upop others. This demaild Mr. 
•Svrage considered as a censure of hiacoBduct»vhieh he 
oouid iievvr patteiniy bear, and which, in the latter, and 
cooler pana of his life^ was so oilfensilre to him, that he 
declared it as his resolution, <<.to apum that friend "vvho 
should presume to dictate to him ;'* and jt is not likely 
that in his eartie^lrears he t^ceived admonitions ^vith 
more calmnejiff; 

HeVas likewise inclined to resent sueh expecta- 
tions , as, tending to infringe his liberty, of which he 
waa very jealous, when it was neceasary tothe gratifi . 
cation of his passions ; and declared, that the request 
was still more unreasonable, as the company to which 
he was to have been confined was insupportably disa- 
greeable. This assertion affords another instance of 
thM ineonsistency of his writings with his conversa- 
tion, which was so oden to be observed. He forgot how 
lavishly he had in his dedication to T7te. Wanderer^ ex- 
tolled the dielicacy and penetration, the humanity and 
generosity, the candour and politeness of the man, 
wh6m, When he no longer loved him, he declared to be 
a wretch without understandings without good-nature, 
and without justice ; of whose name he thought himaeK 
obliged to leaves nd trace in any futtire edition of his 
writings ; and accordingly blotted it out of that copy of 
7%e fVand&er which Was itt his hands.' 

Ihiring hia continuance with the lord Tyrconoel, he 
wrote Th&Tiriumfih ^f Health and Mtrtk^on the recovery 
of lady Tyrcoanel from a languishing illness* This per- 
formance is remstrkable, net oiily for the gaiety of the 
ideas, and the melody of the numbers, but for the 
agreeable fiction upon Which it is formed* Mirth, over- 
whelmed with sorrow for the sickness of her favourite, 
takes a flight in quest of her sister Health, whom she 

Bb2 



finds r»cttned upon the brow ci ^- loftjF oaountain, 
amidst the fragrance of p^etntl i^ateg, tritli tbe 
breezes of tto momiag sportliig; «$(»iit ^r. vBeingso* 
Ikiledlqrher lister Mirthi sbe readRy pronmses ber 
assistaoce, dies away in a Gl6«id, MidVimpf'egDates the 
waters of Balh with new ipirtuesy hf whichr tte mtoeas 
of BeH&da ia..relieved. 

As the reputatkm of his abilhies^phe fnrdc^Iar eiri^ 
cumstances of his birth and life, the spiendour of his 
appearance^' and the dtstitictiOB which was for some 
tim^ paid hini by lord Tyrconne), entitled him to £i- 
Ifiiliarity with p^'sohs of hi^^ rank than those to 
whose conversation he liad been before admitted ; he 
did not fail to gcatiffr that curiosity which induced him 
to take a nearer view of those whom their binh, their 
employments, or their fortunes, necessmly place at the 
distance from the greatest part of mankind^ atid to exa- 
mine whether their merit was magnified or diminidsed 
-by tiio medium . through which it was contemplated ; 
whether the splehdout with w!»ch fhej dazzled' their 
admirers was inherent in themselves, or only reflected 
on them by the objects that surrounded them ; and 
whether great men were selected (or Mgh stations^ or 
iiigh stations made great men« 

For this purpose he took all opportunities of con- 
versing ^miiiarly with those who were most conspic- 
uous at that tinie fof their power or their influence; 
he watched their looser moments^ and examined, iheit 
domestic behaviour, with that jtcutefiess ^yhich nature 
had given hi m, and which the uncolnmon variety of his 
life hdd 'contributed toinCrease,^and thatinqui&itivejiess 
which must always be produced in a vigorous mind, 
by an absolute fVeedofipi from ail pressing or domestic 
engagements. 



His discernment was qaick, and therefore he soon 
found in eveiy person, and in every affair, something 
that licsenred attention} he was 8tii>ported by others 
without any care for hiniself, and was therefore at ki-* 
stire to pursue his observtftions. 

s 

More circumstances to constitute a critic on human 
fife c6uld not easily concur ; nor indeed could any man, 
who assumed ' fi*om accidental advantages more praise 
than he cbuld justly claim from his ^ real merit, admit 
any acquaintance more dangerous than that of Savage ; 
of whom likewise it must be confessed, that abilities 
really exalted above the common level, or virtue refined 
from passion, or proof against corruption, could not 
easily fihd ah abler judge, or a warmer advocate;^ 

What was the result of TVIr. Savage's inquiry, though 
he was not much accustomed to conceal his discoveries) 
It may not be entirely safe to relate, because the per* 
Bons whose characters he criticised are powerful ; and 
power and resentment are seldom strangers ; nor would 
it perhaps be wholly just, because what he asserted in 
conversation might, though true in general, be height* 
ened by some momentary ardour of Imagination, and, 
as it can be delivered only from memory, may l>e im» 
perfectly represented; so that the , picture, at first ag* 
giavated) and then unskilfully copied, may he justly 
suspected to retain no great resemblance of the origiiial. 

It may, however, be observed, that he did not appear 
to have formed very elevated ideas of liiose to whom 
the administration of affairs, or the conduct of parties, 
has been intrusted ; who- hate been considered as the 
advocates of the crown, or the guardians of the people ; 
and who have obtained the most implioit confidence, 
and the loudest applause., Of one particular person, 
who has been at one time so popular as to be generally 
esteemed, and at another so formidable as to be univep'* 
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sally detested, he observed, that his acquisitions had 
been small, of that hia capacity- W|a owrow, and that 
the whole J^nge of his coind was frouft obsc^&y to pp^- 
tica, and from politics to obsi^nity. 

But the opportunity of indujging his speculations on 
grfat characters was now at an end. He w«^l>^iAed 
from the table of lord Tyrconne.l, and turned agwn 
adrift upon the world, withput prospect of jfindii^ 
quickly aay other harl)p«r. As prudence waa potone 
of the virtues hy which he ^as distifigoisbed, he had 
made no pravision against a misfoltune like ihis. And 
though It is not to be imagined but thfrt the sc|paraAm 
must for some time have been preceded by coldness, 
peevi^ness, or neglect, though it was undoubtedly the 
consequence of accumulated provocation on both sides ; 
yet every one that knew Savage will readily believe, 
that to him it was sudden asja strol^c of thunder ; that 
though he might have 4;ransienUy suspected it, he had 
hever suffered any thought so unpleasing to sink into 
his mind;, but that he had driven it away by amuse- 
ments, or dreams of future felicity and tdRuence, and 
liad never taken any measures by which he might prc.- 
vent a precipitation from plenty to indigence. 

This que^rrel and separation, and the digtculties to 
which Mr. Savage was exposed by tbem> tvere so(»i 
known both to his friends and epemies ; nor was it long 
• before he perceived, from the behaviour of both, how 
much IS added to the lustre of genius by the ornaments 
of wealth. 

Hisi copdltion did not, appear to excite much com- 
passion ; for he had not always been careful to use the 
advantages he ^enjoyed with that moderation which 
ought to have been with more than usual caution pre- 
served by him, who knew, if he had reflected, that he 
was only a dependant on the bounty ..of another^ whom 
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hi9 could aspect to 8is]iport Mm no longer tliiui he en^ 
^tttoored t0 pn^sertrir his fovour by complfkig with hie 
incIinatioDSy and whom he nevertheleBS eist at defianccy 
Hfid 'W9L9 ^fmiaafitiy ihitadng by negllgeiice' or en- 
etoaehments. ' 

Examples need not be songht at ftnf fi;reat distance 
to prove, that superiority of fortune has a nktural ten- 
dency to kindle pdde^ and that pride, seldom feils to 
eaterf Itself in contempt and insttlt ; and if this is often 
the effect 6f heredifery wealth, and of honours enjoyed 
only by^ the merit of others, it is some extenuation of 
any indecent trlttmf>hi to which this unhappy man may 
have been betrayed; that his prosperity was heightened 
by the force of noveltf , and made more Intoxicating hy 
» ieiise of the fnisety in which he had so long liihguish* 
ed, and perhaps of the insults which he tMid formerly 
borne, «Alil which he might now think himself entitled 
to rcrengc. It is tfod common for tliose who have un*- 
justly stillfeiiBd pain,' to inflict it likewise in their turn 
With the same injustice, and to ima.^rte that they have 
a right to tfeat others as they have themselves been 
treated. 

That Mr. Savage was too much elevated by any good 
fortuhe, is generally known; and some passages of hi^ 
introdtrctton to 77rt author t0 he let sufficiently shew 
that he did not wholly tefrain from such satire as he 
afterwards thought verytftijust when he wa^ exposed 
to it himself; for, when he was afterwards ridiculed ill 
the character of a distressed poet, he very easily dis- 
covered,' that distress was not a proper subject for mer- 
riment, nor to|»c of invective. He was then able to dis- 
cern that if misery b^ the effect of virtue, it ought to 
be reverenced ; If of ill-fortune, to be phied ; and if of 
vice, not ta be insulted, because it is perhaps itself a 
punishmoit adequate to the eHme by which it was pro*- 
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duced. And the humiuBll^ of tiiat ta$n em deaei^e oo 
panegyrie, whois capable of reproocliiiig a cinutiiil ia 
the hands -of ibe exeeutioner. 

But these refiections, tboii|;h thef readify occurred 
to him in the &^ and last parts of his life^ w^?ev I am 
aiiaid, fiu* a lonf^. itma forgotten ; at lessl they^were, l&e 
nany other roasumsy. treasured op tnhis. mind ntber 
for ^w than- nse^ end opiated "Eery Uttle opon his 
conduct^ howefer elei^ntly rhe- wca^t sometimes ex- 
pkioy-eriiowever forcibly he might iooukatethem. 
-• His degradation^ therefore, from the • condition which 
he had enjoyed with such wjanloo, thougli^lesfineas, was 
eonf^dered hf many as an occa^on of tHumph. Those 
who had before paid their comt |o hiaii widiout sue* 
cesstsoon ret^imed the contempt which Uwf had suf- 
fered |. and they who had received jBtirours^m^ him^for 
of snob fiivoorsaa he could beatejir be was vea^lib«ra!| 
did not always remember them. Sof miu^ more, certain 
are the effects of resentm^it than of gradtod^ it is 
not only to many more pleasing to recollect those 
faulls which place others below themf than those vir- 
tues by which they are themselves comparatively de* 
pressed; but it is likewise more easy to- negte^ than 
to recompense ; and though there ai« fow who will 
practise a laborious virttxe) there will never be wanting 
multitudes that will indulge in easy .vice. 

Savage, however, w^ very little £stiirbed at the 
marks of contempt which his ill-fortune brought upon 
him, from those whom he never esteemed, and wldi 
trhom he never considered hinsself as levelled, by any 
calamities: and though it was not without some un- 
easiness that he saw some, whdse friendship he val- 
ued, change thdr behaviour; yet he obseryed their 
coldness without much emodon, considl^red them as 
the slaves of fortune, and the ^worshippers of proaperi* 
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ty, aoil iras more iadiaed to despise ihein, than to la- 
ment liimaelf* 

It does not appear that) after this return of his wantSj 
he found mankind equally fiivouftri>le la him as at-'hi^ 
lirat appeaiwnee intheworld. His story, though in re* 
a^y not less melancholy, Was less affecting, because 
it was no longer, new; it therefore procured him no 
new friends ; and those that had former ty relieved him, 
thought they- might now consign him to odiers. He 
was now likewise comidered ^y many rather-as crimi* 
nal, tlian as unhappy ; fo^ the friends of lord Tyrceo- 
nelj and of his mother, were> suificiehtly kxhistrious to 
publish his' weaknesses, which were indeed very nu- 
merous^ and nothing was forgotten, that 'might make 
him either Iwteful or ridicttlous. 
' It cannot but be imagine^ that sucfa-^representa** 
tions of his faults must' make gfeat mimbersiess sen- 
sible of his distress : many, wirar had only an- opportu* 
nity to hear one part, made no scnrpie to prepagate the 
aceonnt whkb they received ; many assisted their dr^ 
culation from malice m* revengei and perhaps many 
pretended to credit tbem, that they miglift wkh a belter 
gi^ce withdraw their regard, or wiihhokl their assinaoee. 

Savage, however, was not one of those who suffered 
himself to be, injured without reskitaacey nor was less 
diligent in expo«ng the foults of i^rd Tyroonoet: 
over whom he obtuned at least thi^ advantage, that he 
drove him first to the practiee of outrage and violence ; 
for he was so much provoked by the wit and virulence 
of Savage, that be came with a number of attend- 
antS) that did no honour to his cours^, to beat him 
at a coffee-house. But it happened that he had left the. 
place a few minutes *, and ' his lordship had^ without 
dmger, the pleasure of boasting how he would have 
treated him. Mr.. Savage w^it next day to repay his 



)* 



\ SAV4«E. 

it at lib own faouae ; bwt wu pcevMkd on, b; hk 
mcsuc*, to retire without inHiting upon seeing hiin. 
Lord TrrcoDDcl mu KCtiMd by Mr. Savage of 
gao sctiona, whicti Kuctijivf prarocatioBi will be 
Mifj^t lafficieat to juatifr; such u seiikig what be 
d in his faxtpDga, and oUmt intfaDc^ of wvitui cra- 
ft bj wbiob he iooreased the dittraa of SavagC) 
Ibout vnf advautage to binuelf. 
These nuitual accusation ware retorted on both 
lea bur TMOf years) with the ntinost degree <^ riru- 
Ke sod n(e j and time seemed rather to augneot 
tn diminish thNr reseDtsaeBt. That the uiger of 
r. SavagiB should be kept aliro) i> not strwige, be- 
aae lie felt eaory day the cooseq^eiues of the quor- 
L ; but it might reasonably have been hoped, UuU ktrd 
rrcoDBcl toigto h>*e relenbedi and at leogth have Ear- 
t those prpvocationB, whiohi howeyer they might have 
ee inflamed him, had not in reality much hurt l^i. 
Tfaa wgit^ief Mr. Savi^ iwleed sever saff««d faira 
ft^cUa rccoBcitiauon > he^etumed reproach for re- 
oaeht and iasaU for iaault ; bis supcQority of wH 
pplied the dtsadvanfages of bis fbrtuROi and enabled 
IB to. form a party, «Bd prejudtoe great numbers in 
s favour. 

But though tiiisnigbt be bomo grUificotioa of his 
iiity,it afforded very little rdief to bis necessities i 
d he was vay frequently reduced to uncommtm hard- 
■ps,of wbicbi however he never nwte any mean or 
iportiwatD complaints, being formed rather to bear 
isery nitix fortiMMlc, tb» eiyoy proeperky with. au>^ 
ratiwi. 

He now thqugbt luouelf again .at liberty to expose 
B cruelty of. his notber; and tlvrefbca, J belkve, 
out this time* published TA« Battard, a poem re- 
arkaUe for the vifaootu saUiea of thought in tlie be- 
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Igbii^f^i wber^ lie iDake^' a pompout enum^ntioo of 
the imaginary advantages of base birth ; find ibe pathe- 
tic sentifnents at the puij where be recounts the real 
calamities which he suffered by thfe crime of his pa- 
rents* 

Tiie vigour and spirit of the verses, the peculiar cir«- 
cumstances of the author^ tb^ novelty of the subject, 
und the fiotoristyof the story to. whicl) the allusioosare 
made, procured this performance a very favourable re- 
ception ;. great ouesibers were in^mediately dispersedy 
imd edisioBs yttxft multiplied with unusual rapiKtit|r«; 
. One circumstance attended the publication wbick 
Savage used tp relate with great satisfaction* Ilis mo- 
tiwr, to-whom the poem was with ^Vdue reverei^e" 
inseribed, happened then to be at Bath, where she 
coilld not convemently retire fromHcensure, %3X conceal 
herself frnmi observatten^ and no sooner did the repu- 
jUtit»i of Uie poem begin to . spread^ than she- heard it 
xep^ted id ail^ft^ea t>f concourse ; nor could she enter 
the Assembly rooms^ or cross the wsdfcs, without being 
i^uted witli Soudd lines from The Bu^tcePd* 

This was perhapil the first Ume that she ever disco*- 
vered a sense of shante^ um! on this occaiddQ the power 
of wit was very ccn^picuousi. the wretch who bad 
without scruple proclaimed herself an adulteress, and 
^fho at fii*st endeavoured to starve her son, then to 
tnmsport ium^ and afterwards to hang, him, was not 
4ble to bear the representation of her own conduct ; 
but fied from reproach, though she felt no pain from 
guilt, and left Bath with the utmost haste, to shelter 
herself among the crowds of London* 
. Thus Savage had the satisfaction of finding, that 
though he could not reform hii mother, be could, pu- 
nish her, and that he did not always suffer alone. 
VUL-H. Cc 
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The pteiiaiire wbich he reeei?ed frdot Ibis incfesae 
of bis poetical rejnitatiDny wsui sufficient for soma time 
to overbska»ce the miseries of want) which tbis per* 
formance did not much alleyiate ; fork was.sold for a 
very trivial sum to a bookseller^ who, though the sue- 
cess was so uncommoo that fiye impressions were sold, 
of which many were undoubtedly very namerous, had 
not generouty sufficient to admit the unhappy writer 
to anypart.of the profit. 

The sale of thb poem W4S always roentloiied by Sa- 
vage with the utmost Elevation of hetnt, smd referred 
to by him as an ineontestiEUe proof of a general acknow- 
ledgment of his abiKues^ It was Ipdeed the only pro- 
duction of which be could justly boast a general recep- 
tion* „ .. ^ 

But though he did not loose t)ie opportumty whkh 
success gave hiatjof setting a iiigh rate oi» his itbilitiesy 
' but pdd due deferetic^ to the suffmges of mankind 
when they were given in his lavouri he did not suffbr 
his esteem of himself to depend upon othets^ nor &und 
any thing sacred in the voice of the peof le when they 
were inclined to censure him ; be then readily shewed 
the folly of eitpecfiBg that the public should judge right, 
observed how slowly poetical merit had often forced its 
way into the world ; he contented hiinaelf with the ap- 
plause of men of judgment, and was somewhat disposed 
to exclude all those from the character of meti of judg- 
ment' who did not applaud him. 

But he was at other times more favourable to man- 
kind than to think them blbd to the beauties of luis 
works, and imputed the slownes^ of their sale to other 
causes; either they were published at a time when the 
town was empty, or when the attention of the public 
was engrossted by some struggle iti the parliament, or 
some other object of general concern ; or they were by 
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tile neglect of the publisher not diligently di9per8ed9 or 
by his ararice not advertised with sufficient frequency* 
Address, or industry^ or liberality, was always wanting i 
and the blame was laid rather on any person than the 
author* 

By arts like these, arts which every man practises iq 
some degreei and to which too much of the little tran- 
quillity of life is to be ascribed, Savage was always abl» 
to live at peace with himself. Had^he indeed only made 
use of these expedients to alleviate the loa;i, or want, of 
fortune or reputation, or any other advantages which it 
is not in man's power to bestow upon himself, they 
might have been justly mentioned as instances of a phy « 
Sosophicai mind, and very properly proi>osed to the 
imitation of multitudes, who, for want of diverting their 
imaginations with the same dexterity, languish under 
afflictions which might be easaly removed. 

It were doubtless to be wished, that truth andreascm 
were universally prevalent ; that every thing were es- 
teen&ed according to its real value ; and that men would 
secure themselves from being disappointed in their en- 
deavours after happiness, by placing it only in virtue, 
wluch is always to be obtained ; but^ if adveniitious and 
fcreig^ pleasures must be pursued, it would be perhaps 
of some betieiit, since that pursuit must frequently be 
fruitless, if the practice of Savage could be taught, 
that folly might be an antidote to folly,' and one fallacy 
be obviated by another. 

But the danger of this pleasing intoxication must not 
be concealed ; nor indeed can any one, after having 
observed the life of Savage, need to be cautioned 
iigainst it. By impu^g none of hfs miseries to himself, 
be continued to act upon the same principles, and to 
foQow the same path ; was uever made wiser by his 
•affevkigsy nor preserved by one misfortune from fall- 
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iHg into another. He proceeded throughout his Hfe to 
tread the same steps on the same circle ; always ap- 
plauding his past conduct, or at least forgettmg it, to 
anuise himself with phantoms of happiness, which 
were dancing before him ^ and willingly turned bis eyes 
from the light of reason, when it would have discovered 
ilie illusion, and shewn Mm, what he never vlabed to 
see, his real state. 

He is even accused, after having lulled bis imagina- 
tion with those ideal opiates, of having tiied the same 
experiment upon his conscience ; andj having accus- 
tomed himself to impute all deviations from the right 
to foreign causes, it is certain that he was upon every 
occasion too easily rec<»iciled to himself; and that he 
appeared very little to regret those practices which had 
impaired his reputation. The reigning error of his life 
was, that he mistook the love for the practice of virtue, 
and was indeed not so much of a good mani as the friend 
of goodness. 

This at least must be allowed him, that he always 
preserved a strong sense of the dignity, the beautyi and 
the necessity of virtue ; and that he never contributed 
deliberately to spread corruption amongst mankind. 
His actions, which were generally precipitate, were of- 
ten blameable ; but his writings, being the productions 
c^ study, uniformly tended to the exaltation of the mind) 
and the propagation of morality and piety. 

* These writings may improve mankind, when his fell* 
ings shall be forgotten ; and therefore he must be con- 
sidered, upon the whole, as a benefactor to the world ; 
nor can his personal example do any hurt, since who- 
ever hearsoF his faults will hear of the miseties which 
they brought upon him and which would deserve less 
pity, had not his condtion been such as made Ms faults 
pardoQftble. He may be cohddered as a child exposed 



to all tlio ien^Mi^kms ^f indigi^nce, al on age when re- 
solutioii was not yet strengthened by conviction, nor 
▼irtue confirmed by habit ; a circumstance which, in bis 
Bmtatdt he laments in a very afTecting manner. 



-No mother's care 




Shielded my infant innocence with prayer ; 
No father's guardian hand my yoHth maintain 
€all*d forth my Tirtues, or from vice restnoo'd. 

The Ba9tard^ howerer it might provoke or mortify 
hia mother, could not be expected to melt her to com- 
passioni so that he was still under the same want of 
the necessartea of life ; and he therefore exerted all the 
interest which his wit> or his birth, or his misfortunes 
could procure, to <)biain, upon th& death of Eusden, 
the plfl^e of poet Laurent, and prosecuted his applica- 
tion with so much diligence, that the king publicly de- 
clared it his intention to bestow it upon him ; but such 
was the fate of Sarage, that even the king, when he iu« 
tended his advantage, was disappointed in his schemes ; 
fcr the lord chamberlain, who has the disposal of the 
laurel> as one of the appendages of his office, either did 
sot know the king's design, or did not approve it, or 
thought the nomination of the laureat an encroach- 
ment upon his rights, and therefore bestowed the laurel 
upon Coiley Gibber. 

Mn 3avage, thus disappointed, took a resolution of 
applying to the queen, that, having once given hin^ 
Ijlfe, she would enable him to support it, and therefore 
published a short poem on her birtl¥-day, to which he 
gave the odd title of << Volunteer Laureat," The event 
of this essay he has himself related in the following 
letter, which he pi'efixed to the poem, when he after- 
wards reprinted it in ^ The Gentlemen's Magaame,'* 

oc 2 



whence I hwre copied it«iiliretiistM»'^M»<n# «{ th0 
few attempt! in which Mr. Sarftge ftucceeied. 
^ 'Mr. y aBAiiy 
^ In your Magaa^ine icr Februerf ypiatfiMsMi tht 
last < VoluQteer Laureat/ written od a very melanclioij 
occa»on, the death of the royal patroness of arts and 
literature in general] and of the author of that poem in 
particular ; I now send yon the first that Mr. Satagt 
wrote under that title*— -This gentleman] notwithstand- 
ing a very ccmsiderable imerett^ betogt on the death of 
Mr. Eusdett] <tisappQinted of the Laureat'a f^ce] wrote 
the following verses ; which were no sooner publiihcd 
but the late queen sect to a bookseller fcv them. The 
author had not at that time a friend either to get iiiffl 
introduced, or his poem presented at court ; yei« «scJ) 
was the unspeakable goodness of that princesS) that) 
notwithstanding this act of ceremony waa wantia^] jn » 
few days after publioadon^ Mr. Savage received a bank- 
bill of fifty pounds, and a gracious noessage £roffl her 
majesty, by the lord North and Guilford] to this effect: 
< That her majesty was highly pleased with the verses; 
that she took particularly kind his lines there retoung 
to the king ; that h^ had permission to write annuallf 
on the same subj^t ; aiKl that he should yearly re- 
ceive the like present] till bomet^g better (which was 
her majesty's intention) could be done for hip3]' After 
this be Was permitted to present one of his annual 
|K>ems to her majesty, had the honour of Msisiiig her 
handy and met with the most gracious reception) 

*^ Yoursj »cc." 

Such was the performance^* and such il^ reception ( 
a reception] which] though by no means unklQid) ^ 
yet not in the highest degree generoi^s ; te chain i^ 

.* This poem IS imerted i» the late cottec^a. 
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Itee genlm of a write? to an antiual pfthiegf H<j, ^Hew^d 
in the queen too much desire of hearhif her own praise4 
ftnd a greater regard to herself than to hitri on whom 
her hounty waa conferred. It wa« a kind of atariciotrt 
gtaierosity, by whi^b flatteJ^y was rather purchased thari 
genius rewarded. r 

Mrs. Oldfield ha4.formerly ^ven hhn the tome al^ 
lowance with mucluhore heroic intention : rfi^ had no 
other view thiuj to enable him to prosecute his studies, 
said to set himself above the want of asMstauce, ah4 
viras contented witti doing good withoot stipulating foi» 
encomiums. 

Mr. S&vftge^ ho^evi&ry was not at Jibertjr to make ex- 
ceptic«i8, but was ravished with the favours which he 
had received^ and probably. yet more with those which 
he was promised : he considered himself now as a fa;- 
vowiie trf' the queen, and did not doubt but a few an- 
nual poems would establbh him in some profitable 
employment. 

He therefore assumed the title of « Volunteer Lau^* 
reat,** not without some reprehensions from Cibber/ 
who mformed him, that the dtle of <* Laureat," was a' 
mark of honour conferred by the king, from whom alt 
honour is derived,, and which therefore no man has tf 
Kight to bestow upon himself; and added, that he might 
with equal propriety style himself a volunteer Lord, or 
Volunteer Baronet. It cannot be denied that the re- 
mark was just; but Savage did not think any title, 
which was conferred upon Mr.^ Cibber, so honourable 
as that the uittrpation of it could be imputed to him as' 
an in3tanc*of very exorbitant vanity, and therefore con*-^ 
linued to write under the s^me title, and received every 
year the same reward. 

He did not appear to consider, these encomiums its 
l^sts of his abilities^ or as any thing mof e than anmud 
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hinto to the ^if^^ of her pvomise ; or a«ts of cereoEiofifi 
by the perfonnance of wliicb he was enUtled to his 
peouon ; and therefore did not labour them with great 
diUgencey or print more thaa, fifty each year, except 
that for some of the last years he regularly inserted 
them m ** The Gentleman's Magazine," by which they 
were dfopersed over the kingdom. 

Of some of them he had hinnllf bo low an opimon 
that he mtended to omit them in the cdlectioB of poems, 
for which he piinted proposals, and solicited subscrip- 
^om; nor can it seem strange, that, being confined to 
the same subject, he should be at some times md<rient, 
imd at others unsnccesaful ; that he should ^cmietimes 
delay ft disagreeable task Ull it was too late U» perform 
It well ; or that he should sometimes repeat the same 
aentiment on the same occasion, or at others be mtded 
by an attempt after novelty to forced cooqj^ioDs and 
{ur-letched images* 

He wrote indeed witfi a double intention, which «up- 
l^ed Urn with some variety; for his busbess was, to 
pndse the queen for the favours which he had received, 
aod to complain to her of the delay of thos^ which she 
had promised : in some of his pieces, therefore, grati- 
tude is predominant and in some discontent; in some 
he represents himself as happy in her pationage; andy 
in others, as disconsolate to find himself neglepted. 

Her promise, tike otb«r promises made to ttiis mi'* 
fortunate man, was never performed, though he took 
aufBcient care that it should not be forgotten. The pub- 
lication of his '^ Volunteer Laureat'*. procured him no 
other reward than a regular remittance Wsty pomids. 

He was not so depressed by his disappointments as 
to neglect any opportumty that was offered of advancing 
his interest. When the princess Anne was marriedi he 
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wrote a poem* upon her depftrturoi ^< only/' as he de« 
Glared) ^^ because it was expected from him/' and he 
was not willing to bar his ows prospects by any appear* 
ance of neglect 

He never mentioned. any advantage gained by this 
poem^ or any regard that was paid to it ; and therefore 
it is likely that it was considered at court as an act (jf 
duty, to which he was obliged by his dependsoicey and 
which it was therefore not necessary to reward by any 
new favour : or perhaps the queen really intended his 
advancement, and therejfbre thought it superfluous tci 
lavish presents upon a man whom she intended to esta* 
blish for life. 

About this time not only his YiGpe^ were in danger of 
being frustrated, but his pension likewise of being ob- 
structed, by an accidental calumny. The writer rf 
^ The Daily Couraht,'' a paper then published uader 
the direction of the ministry, charged him with a crinaoi 
which tliough not very great in itself, would have been 
remarkably invidious in him, and might very justly 
have incensed the queen against him. He.was acctssed 
by name of influencing elections against the court, by 
appearing at the head of a tory mob ; nor did the accu-^ 
ser iaii to aggravate his crime, by representing it as 
the effect of the most atrocious ingratitude, and a kind 
of rebellion against the queen, who had first preserved 
him from an infamous death, and afterwards distin-. 
guished him by her favour, and supported him by her 
charity. The charge, as it was open and confidenti was 
likewise by good fortune very particular. The place of 
the transaction was mentioned, and the whole series of 
the rioter's conduct related. This exactness made Mr. 
Savage's vindication easy ; for he never had in his life 
seen the place which was declared to bethe scene oi^ his 

* I*rinted in the liRte coBectioit. 
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wickednes%,iior ever had been present ifr aof towA 
when its representatiTes were chost^n. This answer he 
therefore nmde haste to pubUsh, with all the drcum- 
stances necessary to make it credible ; jmd very reason- 
ably demanded that the accusation shoold be retract^ 
in the same paper^ that he might no longer suffer the 
imputation of sedition and ingratitude. This demand 
was tikewise pressed by him in a private letter to the 
author of the papery who, eitker trustpg to the protec- 
tion of those whose defence he had undertaken^ or hav- 
ing entertained some personal malice against Mr. Sa* 
vage, or fearing lest^ by retracting so confident an as- 
sertion, he should impair the credit .of his'jmper, refus- 
ed to give him that sadsfacdon. 

Mr. Savage therefore thought it neces^ry ti> his own 
vindication, to prosecute him in the King's . Bench ; but 
as he did not £nd any ill effects from the accusation, 
having sufficiently cleared his innocence, he thought 
any farther procedure would have the appearance of 
revenge ; and therefore willingly dropped it. 

He saw soon afterwards a process commenced in the 
same court against himself, on an information in which 
he was accused of waiting and publishing an obscene 
pamphlet 

It was. always ^r. Savage's desire to be distii^iuah* 
ed ; and, when any controversy Jbecame popular^ he 
never wanted some reason for engaging in it with great 
ardour, and appearing at the head of the party^ which 
he had chosen. As he. was never celebrated for his 
prudence, he had no sooner taken his side, and inform- 
ed himself of the chief topics of the dispute, then he 
took all opportunities of asserting, and propagating his 
principles, without much regard to his own mterest; 
or any other visible design but that of drawing upon 
himself the attention of mankind. 



The dispute between the bishop of London and the 
chancellor is well known to have been for sometime 
the chief topic of political conversation; and there- 
fore Mr. Savage, in pursuance of his character, en- 
deavoured to become conspicuous among the contro- 
tertists with which' everjr cofifee-house was filled on that 
occasion. He was an bdefattgable opposer of all the 
claims of ecclesiastici powers though he did not know 
on what thef were founded ; and was therefore no friend 
to the bishop of London. But he had another reason for 
appealing as a warm advocate for Dr. Rundle ; for he 
was the friend of Mr. Foster and Mr. Thomson, who 
were the friends of Mr., Sava^. 

Thus remote was his Interest ia the question, which^ 
however, as he imagined, concerned him so nearly, 
that it was not sufSdent to. harangue and dispute, but 
necessary Hkewise to write upmi it. 

He therefore engaged with great ardour in a new 
poem, called by him, TA< Pr^gresB of a Drvine ; in 
whkh he conducts a proffigate priest, by all the grada^ 
tions of wickedness, from a poor curacy in the country 
to the highest preferments of the church ; and describes, 
with that humour which was natural to him, and that 
knowledge which wi^ extended to all the diversities of 
human life, his behaviour in every sta^on ; and inshiu- 
ates, that this priest, thu^ accomplished, found at last 
a patron, hi the bishop of London* 

When he was askedi bf one of his friend^ on what 
pretence he could charge the bishop with such an ac- 
tion; he had no more to say than that he had only in- 
verted the accusation ; and that he thought it reasons- 
able to believe, that he who^ had obstructed the rise of 
a good man without reason, would for bad reasons pro- 
mote the exaltation of a villain* 
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The clcrgf were umversally prbvokcd by this satire ; 
and SaTage^who as was his constant practice! bad set 
hh name to his performance^ was censured fai^^ The 
Weekly Miscellany*** with severity which he did ncft 
seem inclined to forget. 

But a return of invective was not thought a sufficient 
punishment. The court of king's bench was therefore 
moved i^^st him ; and he was obliged to return an 
ahswer to a charge of obscenity. It was urged in his 
defence, that obscenity was Criminal when it was in- 
tended to promote the practice of vipe ; but that Mr. 
Savage had only introduced obUcene ideas, with the 
view of exposing them to detestation, and of amending 
the age by shewing the deformity of wickedness. This 
plea was admitted ; and m Philip Yorke, who then 
presided in that court, dismissed the information with 
encomiums upon the purity and excellence of Mr. Sa- 
vage's writings. The prosecution, however, answered 
in some measure the purpose of those by whom it was 
set on foot ; for Mr. Savage was^ so far intimidated by 

* A aiMti satire was likewise published m the same paper, 
in which were the following lines : 

^ For cruel muder /dooni'dco hempea deailib* 
- Savi^ t^ royal giuce pn^ng'd ^ breath. 
Well might you think be ^>«at bis fUtore yetr^ ^ , - 
In prajpr^ aad fiisting^ amd repentaat tea^.. 
" — But, O Ywn hope '."—the truly Savage cnesy 
'* Priests, and their slavish doctrines, I despise. 
«ShaIlI— 

•* Who, by iree-thinki^g'to free action fir^d, 
^^Insoadi^tbtawls a deathless nameaeqol^ 

<<Now stoopte lesxa of eeclesiastio.l^eR ?-*-*^ .' 
"—No, armM with rtiyme, at pi^es^ Til take ngr aop, 
'' Though prudence bids me murder but their hme^ 
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it diat, when the edition of his poena was ^old, hfi did 
fioc Tenture to repiint it $ so that it wa& in a short time 
fcrgotten^or forgotten by all but those whopi it offended. 
An amwer was published in << The Oentlenian's Ma- 
painef^ wHtten by an unknown hand, from which the 
fblic^ing lines are selected t 



**t^aiufoiKVtby tikoiightltfss rage, and mldmg^t wine, - 

From malace Iree, and pushed withoict deaigrn ; 

In equiA brand if Savage hinged a thrust^ 

And brought the yoath a victim to the^dust ; 
. So strong the hand of accident appeaia,. 

The royal hand from guilt and vengeance clears. 
Instead of wasting *aB thy fatare years,' 

Sangey in prayer and vain repentant tears/ 
. f^rt tby pento M«ad a vicious ag^. 

To calb thepiiesty and sink his high-dnirch rage ; 

To shew what fiauda the holy Vestments hide> 

The nests of av'tice, lust, and pedant pride : 

Then change the scene^ let merit brightly shine, 

And round ^e patriot Iwist the wreath divine » 

The faeaer'nly guide deliver down- to fione : 
. In well tun'd lays transBBit a Foster's name : 

Touch ev'ry pasnon with harmoi^ouaart;, 

Bxalt the genius, and correct die heart. 

Thus future times shall royal grace extol ; 

Thus pofish'd lines thy present fame enrol. 

■ ii B ut grant " 
■ ■ ' ^ M aKcionaly dial Sanrage phmg^ tiie steely 

And made the youth its shimng vengeance feel $ 

My. soul abhors the act, the^ mantietasts* 

But more the bigotry in priestly breasts.** 

Gentleman's Magazine^ May 1735. Dr. J» 

It is said that some endeavours "were used to incense 
the <|[ueen against him ; but he found advocates to obviate 
at least part of their effect ; for though he was never 
advanced, he still continued to receive his pension. 
Vol. II. D d 
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This poem drevr more infaiDf upon bim that any Ui^ 

I cident of his life ; and, as bis conduct cannot be Yindi- 

*l cated, it is proper to secure his meqEiory from reproach 

by informing; those whom he made his enemies, that he 

i^ never intended to repeat the provocation; and that,. 

«i though whenever he thought he had. any reason to 

^ complain of the clergy, he used to threaten them with 

' a tiew edition of The Progrew qfa Divine^ it waS' his 

calm and settled resolution to suppress it for ever. 

He once intended to have made a better reparation 

f for the folly or injustice with which he might be charged 

by writing another poem called The Progress of a Fret* 

I thinker^ whom he intended tp lead through all the i^tages 

of vice and folly, to ccmvert him from virtue to wicked* 

ness, and from religion to infidelity, by all the modish 

sophistry used for that purpose; and at last to disnuss 

him by his own hand into the other world. 

That he did not execute this design is a real loss to 
mankind ; for he was too well acquainted with, all the 
scenes of debauchery to have failed in his representa- 
^ tions of them, and too zealous for yiitoe not to have re- 

presented them in, such a manner as should expose 
them either to ridicule or det^stadon* 
*l But this plan was, like others, formed and laid a;»de 

till the vigour of his imagination, was spent, and the 
effervescence of invention had subskied^ but aooti gave 
^ ' way to some other design, which pleased by its novelty 

^ for a while, and then was negleeted like the former. 

He was still in his usual exigencies, having no cer- 
tain support but the pension allowed him by the queen 
which, though it might haye kept an es^ct ec<Hiomist 
^. from want, was very far from beitig sufficient for Mr* 

Savage, who had never been accustomed tp^disnuss any 
of his appetites without the . gratification which they 
solicited, and whom nothing but want of money wkh- 
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held from partaking of every pleasure that fell within 
hia tlew. 

His conduct with regard to his pension was very 
particaiar. No sooner had he changed the bill, than 
he vanished From the sight of all his acquaintancei 
^d lay for some time out of the reach of all the in- 
quiries that friendship or curiosity could make after 
him. At length he appeared again, pennyless as before 
but never infornied even those whom he seemed to 
regard most, where he had been ; uor was his retreat 
ever discovered. 

This was his constant practice during the whole 
time that he received the pension fix>m the queen. He 
regularly disappeared and returned. He, indeed, affirm- 
ed that he retired to study, and that the money sup- 
ported him in. solitude for many months ; but his 
friends declared, that the short time in which it was 

spent sufficiently confuted hb o\^n account of his con- 
duct. 

His politeness and his wit still raised him friends, 
who were desirous of setting him at length free from 
that indigence of which he had been hitherto oppress- 
ed ; and therefore solicited sir Robert Walpole in hia 
fovoiir with so much earnestness, that they obtained a 
promise of the next place^that should become vacant, 
not exceeding two huadred pounds a year, Thb pro- 
mise was made with an uncommon declaraition, ^ that 
it was not the promise of a muiister to a petitioner 
but of a friend to his friend.'' 

Mr. Savage now concluded himself set ^at ease for 
ever, and, as he observes in a poem written on that in- 
cident of his life, trusted and was trusted ; but soon found 
that bis confidence waskill grounded, and this friendly 
promise was^^^not inviolable* He spent a long time in 
solicitations, and at hst despaired and desisted* 
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He did not indeed deny tlmf be bmd gtoca the sub- 
iater aome reason to beliere that he should iiot«tr«igtli- 
eo his owB interest bj advanciBS hitui Ibr-he had ta- 
ken cure to disUDguish himself in icoffee*houses wi an 
advocate for the miniatry of the last years of queen 
Aoqe^and was always ready to jtisiify the conduct, «nd 
exalt the character, of lord Bolingbrl^keV whom he 
meotioos with great regard hk an MfdaiU ufion duihior*) 
which be wrote about that time, bot was to6 trise to 
pQblish) and of which only soifi6 fragments have ap- 
peared, inserted by him in tho « Magafiune** aftsr bis 
retirenieDt. 

To despur was iM>t, however^ th< character of Sa^* 
▼age ; when one patronage failed, he had recourie tp 
another. The prince was now extremely popular, ao4 
had very liberally rewarded the merit of some writers 
whom Mr. Savage did not think superior to himself; 
and therefore he resolved to addreae a poem to him« 

For this purpose he made choice of a subject which 
could regard only persona of the highest nnh vA 
greatest affluence, and which was there&re pfoptP ^ 
a poem intended to procure the patroi^ge of a priace ; 
and, having re^ed £br some time- to RichflBOod, tb^t 
he might prosecute hta design in full ^tranqt^f) 
without the temptations of pleasure, or the sAlteHidons 
of creditors, by which his meditations wetisio ^^^ 
danger of being disoooeerted, he produced a poem ^ 
* Public SfiirUj wUh regard to Public fVvrkw. 

The plan of this poem is Very extensive,afid compn* 
ses a mttltitude of topics, each of whieh jmgfat ^^^ 
matter sufficient for a long performance^ and of ^^ 
some have already employed mme en^nent writers i 
but as he was perhaps not Mlf acquahxted wttb the 
whole eatent of his own desigiw 4md was wridog ts 
obtain a su^ly of ivaqu %^ presri^g to admitof hH 
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or accurate iiM}uiitoiy.he p^s^es negligently over inany 
pfiblic workSf whiehy^ evea in bia own ppinioo> deserved 
to be more elaborate^ treated. 

But) thottl^h he ma)r sometimes disappoint his reader 
l^ tranatein touches' upon these sobjecis, which have 
pften been considered, and therefore; naturally raise 
expejctationsy he must be ;8illowed amply to compensate 
his omissioasy by expatiating) in the conclusion of his 
work, upon a kind of beneficence not yet celebrated 
by any eminent poet, though it now ^ppdars more sus* 
ceptible of embellishmentSy more adapted to exalt tliQ 
ideas, and affect the passions, than many of those which 
have hitherto been thought most . worthy of the orna- 
ments of verse. The settlement of colonies in uninha- 
bited count£ie% the establishment of those In security 
whose misfortunes have made their own country no 
longer plea^g or safe, the acquintion of property with-* 
out io|ttry to any, the approbation of the waste and 
luxuriant bounties of nature, and the enjoyment of those 
gifts which heaven has scattered upon regions uncul* 
tlvatedand unoccupied, cannot be considered without 
giving rise to a great number of pleasing ideas, and 
bewildering the imagination In delightful prospects ; 
and thre&re, whatever speculations they may produce 
in those who have confined thenkselves to political 
studies,, naturally fixed the attention, and excited the 
applause, of a poet. The politician, when he considers 
men driven into other countries, for shelter, and obliged 
to retire to forests and deserts, and pass their lives, and 
fix their posterity, in the remotest comers of the world, 
to avoid those hardships, which . they suffer or fear in 
their native plaee, may very properly inquire, why the, 
legislatu re does not provide a remedy for these misetles, 
rather than encourage an escape from them* He may 
CGOtclude that the Sight of every honest man is a loss 
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to th« coimnuQky ;'th«t Uiose who af ^ jutfaapfy w il il wttt 
guilt ought to be relieved ; and tbe itfe which Is orei^ 
burdcDed by accidental x^alamities set at ease ^ the 
eare of the public ; and that those who hare by miacoo- 
duct forfeited their claim to fo^ouri ougim t»i^her to be 
made useful to the society whieh they -have ininred^ 
than be dnven from it. But the poet is employed in a 
more pleasing underuking^than that of pvoposaig laws 
which^ however just or expedient^ will nev«p be made ; 
or endeavouring to reduce to rational schemes of go* 
vemment societies which were Ibrmed bf chaoce, and 
are co^ucted by the private passions of those who pre*> 
side in them, lie guides the unhappy fn^uve, ffom 
want and persecution^ ta plenty, quiet, and' secuf^^ 
and seats himself in scenes of peaeeful sotitude, and 
undisturbed peace. 

Savage has iK>t forgotten, amidst tbe pleasing senli'* 
ments which this prospect of retirement suggested ta 
him, to censure those crimes which have been generally 
eommitted by the discoverers of new regions^ and to 
expose the enormous wickedness of making war upon 
barbarous nations bemuse they cannot resist, and of 
invading countries because they are.fruilf^l ; of extend* 
ing navigation only to propagate vice, and of visiting 
distant lands only to Uy them waste. He has asserted 
the natural equality of mankind, and endeavoured to 
suppress that pride which inclines men toimaguie thai 
right is ihe consequence of power. 

His description of the various miseries which force 
men to seek for refuge in distant couiitries^ affords 
another instance of his proficiency in the important and 
extensive Study of human life ; and the tenderness witb 
which he recounts th«m> another proof of his humanity 
and benevolence. 



ft n ob^etrable that the close ofahispoeittdftcovcw 
a change which experlenee had mscde in Mr. Sarage's 
ojMftiohs. In a poem vPRritten by him m his youth, and 
ptobfished ift his miscettaraes, he dcciarfes^ bis contempi 
ef the conti-acted vievr^ and narrow prospects of thd 
Rfiddie ^ate of life, alid declares hla resolution either 
to tower like the oedar, or to* be trampled like the shrub* 
but in this poe'm, though addressed to sr prince, he men-> 
tions this srtate of life as comprising those who ough^ 
most to attract reward, those who merit most the con* 
fidence of power and t)ie familiarity of greatness ; and^ 
accidentally nientioning this passage to^mrc^ his friendsi^ 
declared, that in^ hi» o{Mnion ail the virtue of mankind 
was comprehended^ in that state. 

In describing villas and gardens^ he did not omit to- 
condeirm that absurd custom whicb prevails among the 
English, of permitting servants ta receive money fron» 
strangers^ for the entertainment that they receive, and 
therefore inserted in hi» poem these lines f 

But what the flow'ring pride of gpardens raxe^ 
However royal, or however fair. 
If gates, which to access should still give way,. 
Ope but like Feier's paradise,, for pay ; 
V perquiated varlets frequent stand. 
And each new walk imist a n^w ta:^ demand ; 
' What foreign eye but with contempt surveys ? 
What muse shall from^ obilvion snatch their praise ? 

But before the publication of his performance he re* 
collected, that the queen allowed her garden and cave 
at Richmond to be shewn for monev ; and that she so 

■T • 

Openly countenanced the practice, that she had bestoW" 
ed the privilege of shewing them as a place of profit 
en a man; whose roeeit she valued herself upon reward^ 
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ing, tkoQgb she gare him only the Ubertf of dkgiacin^ 
Hb coontry. 

He therefore} thought with more prudence than was 
often exerted by him, that the pubUcation of tbese lines 
might be officiously represented as an insult u[>oi> the 
qpeept to whom be owed< his life .and his aiibsistance \ 
and that the proprie^^ of his observaticAi wouldbeno 
a^urity agsanst the ceasnirea whkh the uns^asooable- 
fiess of it might draw upon him ; he therefore sup- 
pressed the passage in the first edition* butaf^rrthe 
fucen's death thought, the^same caution no long^erne- 
cessaiy, and restored it to the } roper place. . 

The poem, was therefore, published without any po- 
litical faults, and inscribed to. the pnnce ; but Mr. Sa- 
vage, having no friend upon whom he could prevail to 
present it to him, had no other method of attracting hia 
observation than the publication of frequent advertise- 
ments, arui therefore received no, reward from his pa- 
tron, however generous on other occasions. 

This dissappointment he never mentioned without in- 
dignation, being by some means or othtr cojpfident that 
the prince was not ignorant of his address to him) and 
insinuated, that if any advances in j>opularity could have 
been made by distinguishing him, be had not written 
without notice, or without reward. 

He was once inclined to have presented his poeiss in 
person, and sent to 'the printer for a copy with that de- 
agn; but either his opinion changed, or his resolutioD 
deserted him, and he continued to resent negket with- 
out attempting to force himself into regard. 

Nor was the public much more favourable than his 
patron ; for only severity-two M^cre sold, though the per- 
formance was much cotnmended by some whose judg- 
ment in that kind of writing is generally allowed. But 
Savage easily reconciled himself to mankind, without 
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impttUfig mf^fut to Utw^iHc^lif obaerang^^ilttthis 
poetti W9i unlttokily |)^lislied tw6 dtjrt after the pM»- 
I'ogadQii of the parfiament, afid by eontequence at a 
time iirheD dl tbose who could be expected to regard 
it were iti the hurry of preparing for their departure^ 
<M* engaged in taking leave of oilier^ upooUMrdi^ 
nussion from public afiturs. 

It must be however allowed, in jutdficatieo of the 
public, that this p^iformanoe is not the most excellent: 
of Mr. Savage's wofks; that, though it cannot be 
denied to contaiir niaiiy striking sentiments, Biajesdc 
lines, and just observations, it is in general taot sofl^*- 
eotl]^ poHshfid in the language, or enUvehed in tbe 
Imagery, or digested b the pkm. 

Thus his poem contributed nothing to the alleviadml 
of his poverty, which was such as very &w cotdd hat# 
supported widi equal patience; but to wht&, it miist 
likewise' be confessed, that few woidd hare been ex^ 
posed who received punctually fifty pounds a year; a 
salary whicbi though by no means equal to the demands 
of vaittty and luxury, is yet found sufficient to auppswC 
£umUes above want, ai)^ was undoubtedly more than 
the necesdUes of life require. ^ 

But no sooner had he received his pendon, than he 
iivithdrev to his darling privacy, from which he re- 
tornded in a short time to his former distress, and for 
some part of the year generally Uved by chance, eating 
only when he was invited to the tables of his acquaint- 
ances, from which the meanness of his dress often ex* 
eluded him, when the politeness and vatiety of his con- 
versation would have been thought a sufficient recbm* 
pence for his entertainment* 

He lodged as much by accident as he dined, and 
passed the night sometimes in mean houses, which are 
set open, at night to any casual wandereri) sometuneB 
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10 ccttan, ailioog the riot «Ki fihb of the meanest and 
tto8t profligate of the i*abble ; «nd aometiiDeB, when he 
htfd not money to tuippbrt even the ^xpensfcs of these 
receptacles, walked about the atreeta tMI be was weaiy, 
and lay down in the summer upon a bulk, of hi the win- 
ter, wUh hit associates in poverty, among the ashes of 
a glass-house. 

- In tlus manner were passed those days and those 
aightar which nature bad enabled him to hav^ employed 
ID elevated speculations, useful studits,' or pleasing 
conversatkm* On a bulk, In a cellar, or in a glass- 
house, among thievs and beggars, was to be found the 
author of ne Wanderer^ the'm^^ of exalted senti<* 
snents, extensive views, and curious observations; the 
man whose remarks on life might have assisted the 
salesman, whose ideas of virtue might have enlighten- 
ed the moralist, whose eloquence might have influen- 
ced senatts, and whose delicacy might have pohahed 
courts. 

It cannot but be imagined that such necesnties might 
sometimes force hini upon disreputable practices; and 
it is probable that these lines in The Wanderer wereoc^ 
oasioned by his rtflections on his conduct : 

Though, misery leads to happtne^ and tnidi, . 
^ Unequal to, the load this hu^^uid youth, 
(O, let noue, cenme, ]f, untried by griefs 
If, mnidst wo, untempted by relief) 
He stoop'd rekictanl to low aits of shame^ 
Which then, ev^n then, he scorn'd, andblush'dto name. 

Whoever was acquainted with him was certain to 
be solicited for small sums, which the frequency of the 
request made in time considerable ; and he was there- 
fore quickly^ shunned by those who were become fami- 
liar enough to be trusted with his necessities ; but his 



--* 



lAmbUng mamtef ' of tife^ and cdnitanl ap{)earaiiee «t 
houses of public resort^ always procured bim a new 
succeadofi of friends, whose kindness had not been ex- 
hausted hf repeated requests ; so that he was seldom.' 
absolutely without resources, but had in his utmost ex- 
igencies this comfort, that he always imagined himself' 
sure of speedy relief. 

It waa observed, that he always asked favours of this' 
kind without the least submission or apparent c^sci- 
ousness of dependance, and that he' did not seem to 
look upon a compliance with his request as an d)Iiga- 
tion that deserved any extraordinary a«khow}edgriients ^ 
bat a refusal was resented by him as an affh>nt, or 
complained of s» an injury ; nor did he readily recon- 
cile himself to those who either denied to lend, or ^ 
gave him afterwards any intimation Ihat they expected 
tober^iaid. 

He was sometimes so far compas»oned by those ~ 
who knew bbth his merit and distresses, that they 
received him into their families, but they soon discov- 
ered him to be a very incommodious initiate ; for, be- 
ing always accustomed to an irregular manner of life, 
h^ could not confine himself to any stated hours, or pay 
any regard to the rules of a family, but would prolong 
his conversation till midnight, without considering that 
business might require hts friend's application in the 
rooming r &nd, when he had persuaded himself to re- 
tire to bed, was not without equal difficulty called up 
to dinner ; it Was therefore impossible to pay him any 
disdnction without the entire subversion of all econo- 
my, a kind of establishment which, wherever he went, 
he always appeared ambitious to overthrow. 

It must, therefore, be acknowledged, in justificlttiosi 
of mankind, that it' was not always by the negligence or ^ 
coldneas of his fiiiends that Ssivage was distressed, bat 
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ip ridHy ti*^ diftci^ to >ft&erve him 
im m HM'^f «iie» Tib iupplgr faw irkli money wm 
a iMjpuim tttwBtpl; fcrtio^tooaerdM heaee hmaiS 
iliaiteroCatttaiflMildiirtt^tMtliimfre* frvmonefar 
a^ytbifibobecaaw'pieliiio wd IiDEuriMi. Wiwft 
«nce be fanAcaiered mtcreii^ or engligicl b » leiMe 
of {ieafare, he never retired tBI warn of VKW^iMlgt^ 
fanmtosooioiieveicpcdiettt if he walemettiMiaa 
finilf, nolhiiit w«i inijr ionger to be itgMttS there 
hut amwemooto eiid jol% ; wfiere«er SotftgeeateM 
he uamedhHify ospecteit that Mer and luamew ahoold 
% before hhn, tfaift ail aheiild theneefonrard be left M 
hoMFd) aod thast no ^11 ivrindtile of dooftos^ tnaoigQ- 
meiil afaould be of^pofiod to Ms ii^UtialitthtdrlB^e 
upooWegaiietf. 

Hie iiktrcancai have»:er affiiotit^) tievct^ dejected 
him; in hie loirest state he wanted not sfM taaneit 
^ naluml dicmfe)^ <tf vit».a^ uras a^aj^ teadf «» re- 
pioe# thai isaolenoo whicdi die sq^riofily of ioia^ 
in«ited| and to t|»ini{ile oo ^b^ naf^talieti wUch hm 
npQO anf other Jbasi^tbaii that of vattyit henaverad- 
mitted^aiiy: i^esa &iniUiaritiet|,.Qr {soibmtled le be tfest- 
ed .otheran^ tl«|o a^ aii^^qiM^ OneOt vtiea la. wA 
inthout lodginsk m^t) 01^ c(<»thos»sone of;bta Inaadijt 
npnind^od |iot reomrlbaUi^ for mode^tkui to Ida iM^^ 
pority^ left a n^essage^ that be desired to aee. Mm about 
nbie in the mormiig. : Savage knew that bia ipMi^ 
W9^ to assist blm ; but was xtrf muoh disgi^tited tbal ^ 
sboold. presume |o prescribe tbe^bour pffUa att^odaocei 
and, I be)ieve» refuaed to viail hiini and r^c^cted,.^ 
kindnesa. 

The same invincijble temper, wheti^^ Snneeas (X 
obatinaej, appeared in hi* eonduct tQ tbe lord Tyrcoo- 
nel, from whom he very frequently 4^n«w>de4f that ^ 
allowaiice which ws^ iHice paid^iunaaboiilibe,re9tai:^( 
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but with whom he never appeared to entertain for a 
moment the thought of soiicuing a reconciiiauon» and 
whom he treated at once with, all the haughtiness of 
superiority, and ail the bitterness of regentment. He 
wrote to liim not in a style of supplication or respect, 
but of reproach, menace, and comeuipt ; and appeared 
determined, if he ever regained his allowance^ to hold 
it oniy by the right of conquest. 

As maoy more can discover, that a .man is richer 
than that he is wiser than themselves, superiority of 
understanding is n/ot so readily acknowledged as that 
of fortune ; nor is that haughtiness which the consci- 
ousness of great abilities incites borne with tbe same 
8uhaiisai<Hi as the tyranny of afiluence ; and therefore 
Savage, by asserting his claim to deference and regard^ 
and by treating those with contempt whom better for- 
tune animated to rebel against him, did not fail ee raise 
a great inunber of enemies in the diffetent classes of 
mankind. Thosewho thought themselves raised above 
him by the advantages of riches, hated him because 
they found no protection from the petulance of his wit. 
Those ^nrho wove es^emed for their writings feared 
him as a critic, and maligned him as a rival ; and almost 
all the smaller wits were his professed enemies. 

Among these Mn Miller so far indulged his resent* 
ment as to introduce him in a fietrce, and direct him to 
be perfiKHiated on the stage, in a dress like that which 
he then wore ; a mean insult, which only insinuated 
that Savage had but one coat, and which was therefore 
despised by him rather than resented ; for, though he 
wrote a lampoon against Miller, he never printed it; 
and as no other person ought to prosecute that revenge 
from which the person who was injured desisted, I shall 
not preserve what Mr. Savage suppressed ; of which 
Vol. II. E e 
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the publicttiim would indeed have been a pin»»limeiit 
too severe for so impotcjpt an assault. 

Tlie great hardships of poverty^ were to Savage not 
thq want of lodging or of ibod| but the neglect and con- 
tempt which it drew upon him. He complained that, 
as his afSa^ grew desperate, he feund his reputation 
for capacity visibly declme ; that his opinicMi in ques- 
tions of criticism was no longer regarded^ when his 
coat was out of fashion ; and that those yrbot in the in- 
terval of bU prosperity, were always eneourag^g him 
to great undertakings by encomiums on his genius and 
assurajEices of success, now received any mention of his 
designa with coldness, thought that the subjects on 
which he proposed to write were very difficult, and 
were ready, to iniorm him, that the event of a poem 
was uncertain, that an author ought to employ much 
time ia the confidence of his plan, and not presume to 
sit down to write in confidence of a hw cursory ideas, 
and a superfi[cial knowledge ; dif&culties were started on 
all sides, and he was no longer qualified ftxr any perfor- 
mance but ** The Volunteer Laurcat.** 

Yet even this kind of contempt never depressed 
him ; for be always preserved a steady confidence in 
his own capiu:ity, loid believed nothing above his reach 
which he should at any time ^amesdy endeavour to at- 
tain* He formed schemes of the same kind with regard 
to knowledge and to fortune, and fiattering himself with 
advances to be made in science, as with, riches, to be 
enjoyed in some distant period of his life. Fior the ac- 
quisition of knowlj^dge he was indeed far better quali- 
fied than for that of riches ; for he was naturally, inquisi- 
tive, and desirous of the conversation of those from 
whom any information was to be obtained, but by no 
means solicijtous to improve those oppartui»tie& that 
were sometimes offered of raising his fortune ; and he 
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was remarkably retentive of hiis ideas, whiqh, when 
once he was io possession oC tftem, rarely forsook him 
a quality which could never be cooitnunicaied to his 
money. 

While he was thus wearjng out his life in expecta- 
tion that the c|ueen would some ti^me recollect her pro- 
mise, he had recourse to the usual practice of wriiers, 
and published proposals for printing his works by sub- 
scription, to which he was encouraged by the success 
of many who had not a better right to the favour of the 
public : but, whatever was the reason, he did not find 
the world equally inclined to favour him ; and he ob- 
served, with some discontent, that» though he offered 
his works at half-a-guinea, he was able to procure but 
a small number in comparison with those who subscri- 
bed twice as much to Duck. 

Nor was it without indignation that he saw his pro- 
posals oeglected by the queen, who patronised Mr. 
Duck's lyith uncommon ardour, and incited a competi- 
tion among those who attended the court, who should 
most promote his interest, and who should first offer a 
subscription. This was a distinction to whiph Mr. Sa- 
vage made no scruple of asserting, that his birth, his 
misforiunes, and bis genius gave a £drer title than 
cttuld be pleaded by him on whom it was conferred. 

Savage's applicadons were, however, not universally 
unsuccessful ; for some of the nobility countenanced his 
design, encouraged his proposals, and subscribed with 
great liberality. He related of the duke of Chandos par- 
ticularly> that, upon receiting his proposals, he sent 
him ten guineas. 

But the money which his subscriptions afforded him 
was not less volatile than that which he received from 
his other schemes ; whenever a subscription was paid 
him, he went to a tavern ; and, as money so collected 
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is necessarily received io small sums, he never was able 
(o send his poems to th^ press, but for 4nany yenrs cota- 
tinued bis solicitaUon, and squandered whatever he ob- 
tained. 

This project of printhig^ his works was frequeatly 
revived ; and as his proposals grew i>bsoietje, new ones 
were printed with fresher dates. To form schemes for 
the publication^ was one of his favourite amosements; 
nor was he ever more at ease than when^ with any 
friend who readily fell in with his schemes, he was ad- 
justing the priQt, forming the advertisements, and ^regu- 
lating the dispersion of his< new edition, which he reel* 
ly intended some ume to publisb> and whichi as long 
as experience had shewn him the impossibility of print* 
ing the volume together, he at last determined to A* 
vide into weekly or monthly numbers, that the profits 
of the first might supplyjtbe expenses of the nest. 

Thus he spent his titne in mean expetfients und - tor- 
menting suspense, livings Cur the greatest pari in foar 
of prosecutions from his ereditor% and conseqaenlly 
skulking in obscure parts of the town, of which he was 
no stranger to the remotest comers. But wherever he 
came, his address secured him fri^d% whom hisseces- 
nties soon alieniated ; so that he had, perhaps^ a more 
numerous acquaintance than any nian ever be&re at- 
tainedf there being scarcely isny p^irson emtnent <»i any 
account to whom he waa not known,.or whoqe character 
he was not in some degrjse able to delineate. 

To the acquisition of this extensive acqu^tance 
every circumstance of his life contribute. He excelled 
in the arts of conversation, and therefore willingly prac- 
tised them* He had seldom any kotf^f oi: even a lodg- 
ing in which he could be private ; md therefore was 
driven into public-houses for th|^ conuncm eonveideiiQes 
of life and supports of nature^ He was alwi^a ready to 
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comi^f with every iavitation, haviog tio e«iplaymeiiu 
to wkhbold him, and often no money to provide for him- 
self ; and by dining with one company, he never failed 
of obtaining an introduetion Into another. 

Thus dissipated was his life, and thus easual his sub- 
sistihce ; yet did not the distraotion of his views hin- 
der him from reflection, nor the uncertainty of his con- 
dition depress his gaiety. When he had wandered about 
without any fortunate adventure by which he was led 
Into a tavern, he sometimes retired into the fields^ 
and was able to employ his mind in study or amuse it 
with plelasing imaginations ; and seldom appeared to b% 
melanch<^y, but When some sadden misibrtune had 
fallen upon him ; and even then in a few moments he 
would disehtaiigle himself from his perplexity, adopt 
the subject of conversation, and apply his mind whol- 
ly to the objects that otheirs presented to it. 

This life, unhappy as it may be already imagined, 
WHS yetimbiltered, in 1 738, with new calamities. The 
death of the queen deprived him of all the prospects of 
preferment with which he so long entertained his ima* 
ginatton ; and, as ur Robert Walpole had before given 
him reason to believe that he never intended the per- 
formance of his promise, he was now abandoned again 
to fortune. 

He was, however, at that time, supported by a friend ; 
and as it was not his custom to look out for distant ca- 
lamities, or to feel any other pain than that which forc- 
ed itself upon his senses, he was not much afflicted at 
his loss, and perhaps comforted himself that his pen- 
sion would be BOW continued without the annual tri- 
bute of a panegyric. 

Another expectation* contributed Ukewise to support 
him ; lie had taken a resolution to write a second trage* 
dy upon the story of sir Thomas Overbury, in which he 
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pf c ie ff f i a fair lines of the former pkf, \mt made* 
mud siteratieii of the piftft, wMtd new incidents, and 
kitrodtteed new cheractctts ; so tbat it wtt a new tnb* 
gedf , not a reyiral ^ the former* 

Mwky of his friends blamed him for not makiag 
choice of another subject ; bilt^ in vindlcadon of bim- 
eelf, he asserted, that it wair not eisy to €nd a better; 
and that fafe thought it his interest to extmguish -&e 
memory of the first tragedy, which he 4H>ald only do 
by writing one less defeetire upon^the same story ; by 
which he should entirely defeat the artifice of the book>- 
fellers, who, aft^r the death of any author of repota^ 
tion, are always industrious to swell his works, by unit; 
Ing hit worst productions with his best« 

In the execution 49f this scheme, however, he prc^ 
ceeded but slowly, and piobably only etnpioyed himself 
upon it when he could find no other amusement ; but 
he pleased himself with counting the pii^ts^ and per- 
haps Imagined that the theatrical reputation which he 
was about to acquire, would be equivali»)t to all that he 
had lost by the death of his patroness. ' 

He did not, in confidence of his approaching riches 
neglect the measures proper to secure the continuance 
ef his pension, though some of his favourers thought 
him culpable for omitting to write on her death ; but 
en her birth-day next y«ear, he gave a proof of the soli- 
dity of his judgment, and the pawer of his genius. He 
knew that the track of elegy had been so long beaten, 
that it was impossible to travel in It without treading in 
the footsteps of those who had gone before him 4 and 
that thei*efore it was nece^ary, that he might distin- 
guish himsejf from the herd of encoimastS| to find out 
some new walk of funeral panegyric. 

This difficult task he performed. in such a manner, 
that his poem may be justly ranked among the beat 
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liieoes 'tkst the .death of prioces has produced. Bf 
IraDs&mng .die meotiDii of her death to her birth-dajt, 
he has formed a happy coailNoatioQ of topicsi which 
ai^ other 'man would hare thought it very dii&cuit to 
coDQCct in ooemewy but jwhich he has imited in m&h a 
maimer» that the rela^oa between 4:hem appetira natu- 
ral : and it may. be justly aaid» that what bo QjUiier man 
would have thought oOf it now appeture acarcely po^si* 
ble fo(p any man to miss. 

.The beauty of this pecujyiar combination of images 
is so masterly, that it is sufficient to set this poem above 
^naxLte; and therefore at is^ not necessary to mention 
many otlier delicate touches which may be found in it* 
and which would deservedly bp Admired in any other 
peribrmance. 

. To these proefe of Jiis genius may be added) from the 
same poem, an instance of his prudence) an excellence 
ibr which he was not so often distinguished ; he doef 
not forget to remind the king, in the most delicate and 
artfuLmanner^ of continuing h^s pension. 

With negard to the success of this addresS) he was 
for some time in suspense) hut was in no great degree 
solicitous about it; and continued his labour upon his 
new tradcigy with great tranquillity^ till the friend wha 
had for ..a conuderable time supported him^ removing 
his family to anotlier place, took occasion to dismiss 
him. It then ^became necessary to inquire more dili- 
gently what was determined in his affsur, having reason 
to suspect that no great favour was intended hfrnj be^ 
cause he had not received his pension at the usual 
timeu 

It is said, that he did not take ithose methods of re^^ 
trieving his interest, which were most likely to suc- 
ceed; and some of those who were employed in the 
.eKche(}uer, cautioned , him ag^unst too much violence 
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in his proeeeifings ; -but Mn Sav«ge, who i^(Mn rer 
l^btfid-Mt.teoaduGt b3r :the admie of otiiers, gave vzy 
to his passicKH and. 4eiaan€led:of ^ Robert Wa^<^ 
at hialevecithe reaspn'of< tlre^iMstiiiCtton tha% was made 
between him^atid thft other penaioncvs of' the queens 
witk a. degree of ooaglinesa'iiHikhp.erhapftdetermiiied 
bim to" withdraw :»^lM had been only 4elafed.r 

Whs^vor «^M l^he crifliie of wlHcfa be- was ^^cttsed 
or sus{>ected, aad whatever ioftoeiico was ^n^^k^rod 
against MfH) he .received socffl after m 'accottot that 
look fronr him all bopes of regainbig his pensioa ;>aBd 
Ho bad tiqw. no^ prospect of subsistence imt from his 
pkf i and he knew no way of living for the time vequir- 

» 

ed to finish it. , : . s. - 

So peculiar were, the jnisfortunes of tWs man, de* 
prived of an e^ate sgnd title by a psjpticular law, ex- 
posed «ad abandoned hy a mother, defmuded by a mo- 
ther of a f^une which his father, had allotted him, he 
entered the world withocit ajriend; and though his 
abilities forced thems^ves into esteem and roputatiooy 
he was never-able ta abiain. any. real advantage ; and 
Whatever prospfects aroae, were always intercepted as 
be tmjg^n to approach them. The king's intentions in 
his favj^r were frustrated ; his dedication to the {Mmcey 
whose <gen^t)sity on every otiwr occasion was eminent^ 
procured him no rewarrd;.sir Robert . Waipole, wbo 
valued himself upon keeping bis promise to others, 
brolEe it to him wiibout regret ; and the boouty of die 
queen was, after lier death, withdrawnfrom him, and 
from him only.- - 

Such were his misfortunes, which yet he bore, not 
only with decency, but with cheerfulness; nor was his 
geaky eloudod eren by bis last disappcuntments, though 
be was in .a sbort time reduced to the lowest degree of 
cEwtress, and often wanted both lodg^ and food. At 
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HoA timfi ke gave another inBtimce of the iiisun&ounta- 
ble obstinacy of his sjAiit i Jtis clotkea were worn out$ 
and he raceived nodcey tbatvat a cofiEee-house aome 
dothf a and >linen wete left to him:< tl|te pcraon who 
aentr them did not) I befievei iDforsa hiii& to whom he 
waa to be d)]iged» that he might spate the fierplexitjr 
•f acknowledging- the benefit; buttiiough the offer was 
ao &r generous^ h waa made with aome neg^eet of ce- 
Yemontea* which Mr. Savage so much resented^ that 
he refuted the preient, mid decUned to ent^r the house 
till the clothea that had been designed for him were 
taken away. 

His distress was now putilicly known^ and his friendii) 
therefore) thought it proper to concert some measures 
fqar his relief; and one of them wrote a letter to him^ 
in which he expressed his concern ^^ for the miserable 
withdrawing of his pension ;'* and gave him hopes, that 
in a short tioEie he should find himself supplied with 
a -competence^ without any dependence <' on those little 
oreatui^s which we are pleased to call the great." 

Thp scheme proposed for this happy and indepen^ 
dent subsistence was, that he shouUi fetire into Wale% 
and receive an allowance of fifty pounds a year, to be rais* 
<edby a aubsQription, on which he waa to live prmaely 
in a cheftp place^ without aspiring any more to tdBuencei 
or having any farther eare of reputation. 

This offer Mr. Savi^ gladly accepted, though with 
kitentiona v«ry differs from 4h6se of his "friends; for 
they proposed that ha coiild . continue an -exile from 
Londm for ever»aad spend * all the remaining part of 
his life at.Swansea; but he designed only to take tiie 
(q^pcxTtunity^ which th^ir scheme offered him, of re» 
treathig lor a short lime, that he might prepare hia 
pkty for the atage^ and his other works for the press, 
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and tben return 16 London to exhUxt \m tragedfi and 
live Qpofi the profits of hit own labour. 

With regard to his works, he propoaed very great 
J9ij»rDvemeQt«^ which wcwdd hare ret|iured muehtiine, 
or great appUcalioa ; and^ when, he had fini^ihed theiQ) 
he designed to do justice to his sub^cnberfty by pobiisb- 
ing them acaording to his proposals. 

A« he WM readf to ent^rt^ himself with future 
pjie^sttresi he had planned out a schetne of life for the 
eoutttrf) of which he had 4)o knowledge but frocft pas* 
tiMntls and soqgs. He imasi^ned thai he shciak! Ire trans- 
ported to scenes of Aowery^ felicity, iike tbose^ which 
one poet has reflected ta another; and. had projected 
a i^rpetual round of innocent pleasures, of w4»ch he 
suspected no interruption &om pride, or ignorance or 
brutaHty* 

With theae expectadons he was ao enchanted, that 
when he was once gently i«proached by a frkod for 
aubmitting to live upon a . subscription, and advised 
rather bj a.resolute exertioQ •of his alMiities «o stfppert 
hi^mself, he could not bear to debar hifnself from the 
happiness which was to be found in the caim. of a cottage, 
orlosetbeopportunityoflistonii^ without inti^rimssKiB} 
to the melody of the nightingale, which he iielieved was 
to be- heard froaa every .brarnWe, apd ^hich be did not 
fail to memion as a very important part xrfthe ha^c* 
of a country life. 

While thia scheme was ripening, his friends directed 
him to take a lodging in. the liberties of the Fleet, that 
he might ^be secure from his creditoi*s ; and seat hwn 
^very Monday a guinea, which he C9mm<|nly spent be» 
fore the next ; morning, ^ trusted^ after his uw^ 
fanner, the. remaining;^ part of th^ week ^ the bo«»^y 
of fortune. . . 



SATAGE. 930 

He wm b^gan very sensibly to feel the intseriet of 
dependence. Those by whom he wfts (b be supported 
began to prescribe to him with an air of authority) 
which he knew not how decently to resent, nor patient- 
ly to bear ; and he soon discovered, from the conduct 
of most of his subscribers, that he was yet in the hands 
of" little creatures**' 

Of the insolence that be was obliged to soffer, he 
gave many instances, of which none appeared to raise 
his indignation to a greater height, tha» ^e method 
which was taken of furnishing him with clothes. In- 
stead of coiisulting him, and allowing him to send a 
tailor his orders for what they thought proper to allow 
Mm, they proposed to send for a tailor to take his 
measure, and then to coDsult how they should e^ip 
him. 

This treatment was not very delicate, nor was it such 
as Savage's hamanhy wo\ild have suggested to him 
on a like occasion ; but it had scarcely deserved men- 
tion, had it not, by affecting him in an uncommon de- 
gree^ shewn the peculiarity of his character.^ Upon 
hearing the design that was formed, he came- to the 
lodging of a friend with the most Solent agonies of 
rage : and, being asked what it could be that gave hiini 
60Ch disturbance, he replied with the utmost vehe- 
mence of indignation, << That they had sent for a tailor 
to measure him." 

How the affair ended was never inqmred, for fear of 
renewing his uneasiness. It is probable that) upon re- 
collection, he submitted with a good grace to what he 
could not avoid, and that he discovered no resentment 
where he had no powen 

He was however^ not humbled to implicit and uni- 
versal compliance ; for when the gentleman, who ha4 
first informed him of the design of supporting him 
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hf a BubscriptidH attempted to procure K;recondliadoD 
irith the lord Tjrrconnel, he could by no means be 
prevailed upon to comply with the measures that were 
proposed. 

A letter was written for him* to sir William Le- 
mooy te prevail upon him to interpose his good offices 
with lord Tyrconnel, in which he solicited sir Wil- 
Uam^i asdstance, ^ for a man who really needed it as 
much as any man could well do ;*' and informed hlni} 
that he was retiring *< for ever, to a place where he 
should no more trouble his relations, friends, or ene- 
mies ;'* he confessed that his passion had betrayed him 
to some conduct) with regard to lord Tyrcoimel, for 
which be could not but heiirtily ask his pardon ; and as 
he imagined that lord Tyrcoifflera piesion might be 
yet so high that he would not *^ receive a letter from 
him,^ begged that m William would endeafoar to 
soften him ; and expressed his hopes that he would com- 
ply with his request, and that ^^ so small a relation would 
not harden his heart stgalnst him.'' 

That any man should presume to dictate ft letter to 
him, was not very agreeable to Mr. 8aVage ; and there- 
fore he was, before he had opened, it not much inclined 
to approve it. But when he read it, he found it coo- 
tamed sentiments entirely o|^osite to his own, and) as 
he asserted, to the truth, and therefore, instead of co- 
pying it, wrote his friend a letter full of masculine resent- 
mem and warm expostulatiotls» He very justly observed, 
that the style wds too supplicatory, and the representa- 
tion too abject, and that he ought at leaat to hare made 
him complain with *^ the dignity of a gentleman io dis- 
tress/' Hfe declared that he would not write the para- 
graph in which he was to ask lord Tyrconners pardon j 
for, *' he despised his pardon, and therefore *ould Wt 

♦By Mr. Pope, Dr. J* 
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heartily, and would not hypocritically, ask it/' He re* 
marked that his friend rnade a very i^n reasonable dis- 
tinction between himself and him ; «' for/' > says he 
<< when you mention men of high rank in your own 
character, they are < those little creatures whom we are 
pleased to call the great ;' but when you address them 
in mine, no servility is sufficiently humble.'* He then 
with great propriety explained the ill consequences 
which might be expected from such a letter, which 
his relations would print in their own defence, and 
which would for ever be produced as a fufl answer t« 
all that he should allege against them ; for he always 
intended to publish a minute account of the treatment 
which he had r.eceived. Itis-to be remembered, to the 
honour of the gentlemen by whom this letter wm» drawn 
up, that he yielded to Mr. Savage's reasons, and agreed 
that it ought to be suppressed. 

After many alterations and delays, a subscription was • 
at length raised, which did not amount to fifty pounds 
a year, though twenty were paid by one gentleman ;*^ 
such was the generosity of mankind, that what had 
been done by a player without solicitation, could not 
now be effected by application and interest ; and Savage 
had a great number to court and to obey for a pensioD 
less than that which Mrs. Oldfield paid him without ex- 
acUng any servilities, 

Mr. Savage, however, was satisfied, and willing to 
retire, and was convinced that the allowance, though 
scanty would be more than sufficient (or him, being 
now determined to commence a rigid economist, aqd 
to live according to the exaetest rules of frugality ; for 
nothing was in his opinion more contemptible than. a 
man, who, when he knew hk income, exceeded it ; and ^ 

»lfr.P»pe^ ». 
Vol II* F f 
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yet lie co&fessedi that instances (^ such folly wert too 
common, and lamented that some men were not ta be 
trusted v/Uh their own money. 

FuU of thefe saluUty resolutions, he left London in 
July, ir39| hariog taken leave, with great tendemess of 
his friends, and parted from the ^uithor of this nam- 
tlTU with tears in his eyes, lie was furnished with 
fifteen i^ineas, and informed .that they would be suf- 
ficient, not only for the expense of his journey, but for 
his support in Wales for some time ; and that there 
remained but Ihtie more of the first collection. He 
promised -a strict adherence to his ssaiEims of parsi- 
mony, and went away in the stage*coach ^ nor did his 
friends expect to hear from him til) he informed them 
ti his arrival at. Swansea. 

But, wiie^ they least expected, arrived a letter dated 
the fourteenth day after bis departure^ in which he sent 
« them word, that he was yet upon the road, and whbout 
money ; and that he therefore cpuld not proc^d with 
out a remittance. They then sent him the money that 
was in their hands, with which h^ was enabled to reach 
Bristol, from whence he was to go to, S^WAUsea by water. 

At Bristol he found s^ embar|^o laid upon the ship- 
ping, so.that he could not immediately obtain^^ passsge; 
and being therefore obliged to stay there some dme,be 
with his usual felicity ingratiated lumself with many of 
the pnncipal inhabitants, was invited to their houses, 
distinguished by their public feasts, and treated with a 
regard that gratified his vanity, and therefore easily en- 
gaged his affection. 

He began very early after his retiitment to coroplsin 

of the conduct of his friends in Lpndoui and irritated 

*^ nany oi them so much by his letters, that they with- 

^^ ew, however honourabl)^, their contributions ^ and it 

ita kk ^^^^^^ that little mort was paid him than the twenty 
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pdiinds a year, which were allowed him by the gcntle- 
xnaii who proposed the subscription. 

After some stay at Bristoif he retired to Swansea, the 
place origlnaly proposed for his residencei where h6 
lived about a year, very much dissathfied with the 
diminutioir of his' salary ; but contracted, as in other 
places, acquaintance with those who were most distliH 
guish^^d hi that country, among whom he hascelehrated 
Mr. Powel and Mrs. Jones, by some Verses which he 
inserted i6 " The Gentleman's Magazine:'** 

Here he completed his tragedy, of which two acts 
were wanting when tie left London ; atid was destroui^ 
of coming to town, to bring it upon the stage. This de* 
sign was very warmlf opposed ; and he was advised^ 
by his chief benefactor, to put it into the hands of Mr. 
Thomson and Mr. Mallet, that it might be fitted fbr the 
stagehand to allow his friends to recieve the profits, out 
of which an amiual pension should be paid him. 

This proposal he rejected with the utmost contempt.* 
He was by no means convinced that the judgment of 
those« to whom he was required to submit, was superior 
to his own. He no\^ determined, as h6 expressed 
i^, to be << no longer kept in leading-Strings," and had 
no elevated idea of *< his bounty, who proposed to pen- 
sion hini out of the profits of his owri labours.** 

He attempted in Wales to promote i Subscription 
for hi^ works, and had once hopes of success ; but in a 
short time afterwards formed a resolution of leaving 
that part of the country, to which he thought it not rea- 
sonable to be confined, for the gratification of those who 
having promised him a' liberal income, had no sooner 
banished hitn to a remote corner, thati they reduced his 

* Reprinted in the h^ cpBeetton. 
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ftHowftnce to a salary seaTc^ly equal to the Decessities 
oflife. 

< Hit reiencmem of this tneiatmcBt, whieh, in bis own 
opinioB at leasts he had not deserved, waa ^ch^ that he 
htoke off aS cdrrespoiedeiiee with mo^ of his contri- 
hQtors, and appeared to consider thetir afl( persecutors 
and opproasors; ^d in the latter pan of his life de- 
clared, that their conduct toward hkn since his depar* 
tore fMn London << had been perfidiousness improving 
on perfidionsness, and inhumanity on HihuToanity/' 

It Is not to be supposed that the necessities of Mr. 
Savage did not sometimes in<^ite him to satirical exag- 
geradons of the behaviour of those by Whom he thought 
himself reduced to th6m. But itimust be granted, that 
the diminution of hb allowance was a great hardship, 
and that those who withdrew their subscription from 
a man, who, upon the faith of their promise, had gone 
into a kind of banishment, and abandoned all those by 
Vhom he had been before relieved in his distresses, will 
find it no easy task to vindicate their conduct. 

It may be alleged, and perhaps justly, that he was 
fiQtulent and comempuious ; that he more frequently 
reproached his "subscribers fbr^ not giving him more, 
than thai^ked them for what he received ; but it is to 
be remembered j that his conduct^ and this is the worst 
charge that can be drawn up against hhn, did them no 
real injury, and that it therefore 6ught rather to have 
been phied than relented; at least, the resentment ft 
might provoke ouglit to have been g^neroua and man- 
1;^ ; efuthets which his conduct willliardly deserve, that 
starves the ^ail whom he has persuaded to put himself 
into his power. 

It might have been reasonably demanded' by Savage, 
that they should, before they had taken away what they 
promised, hate replaced him in his former state, that 
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tkef should ionre. taken no advantages from the ntua" 
tion to which th^' appearance of their kindness had f e» 
4^ced biiiii and that he shi^uld have been recalled to 
London before he was abandoned. He might justly re* 
present) ^at he oilght to have been considered as a lion 
in the toils, and demand, to be released before the dogs 
should be loosed upon him. 

He endeavoured, indeed, to release himself, and, with 
an intent to return to London, went to Bristol, where a 
repetition of the kindness which he had formerly found 
invited him to stay* He was not only carressed and 
treated, but had a collection made for him of about 
thirty pounds, with which it had been happy if he had 
immediately departed for London ; but his negligence 
did not suffer him to consider^ that such proofs of kind* 
ness were not often to be e:^pected, and that this ardour 
of benevdmice was in a great degree the effecjt of Aovel- 
ty, and might, probably, be every day less ; and there- 
fore he took no care to improve the happy time, but 
was encouraged by one favour to hope for another, till 
at length generosity was exhausted, and oQciousness 
wearied^ 

Another part of his misconduct was the practice of 
prokmging his visits to unseasonable hours, and dis- 
concerting all the families into which he was admitted^ 
This was an error in the place of commerce, which aH 
the charms of his ^conversation could not compensate ; 
for what trader would purchase such airy satisfaction 
by the loss of solid gain, which must be the consequence 
of midnight merriment, as those hours which were 
gained at night were generally lost in the morning ? 

Thus Mr. Savage, after the curiosity of the inhabit- 

tants was gratified, found the number of his friends 

daily decreasing, perhaps without suspecting for what 

reason their conduct was altered i for he Sttill continue'd 

pf2 
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to harasB, w^^h Ua noetttf^t inmiiiOM, thoie that y«t 
countenanced him, and «dniltted faimto tlieb h»i»m.^ 

Butiie did not spend all the time cf hb f enidenGe at 
Bristol in visiu or at taverns^ for He sometimes rettirn* 
ed to his studies) and began several consi^evable de* 
signs. When he felt an mcfination to write, he alwafi 
retired from the knowledge of his^eiids, and lay hid in 
an obscure part of (he suburbs, tilt he foiM himself 
agsdn desirous of company ^ to which k Is Hkeljrthat io« 
tenrals elf absence made him more w<^cOme« 

He was always full of his design, of reiumittg td Los- 
don, to bring his tragedy upon the stage ; but, having 
neglected to depart with the money that was ndsed for 
Um, he could not afterwards procure a sum sufficient 
to defray the expenses of the journey ; nor peritaps 
^ould a fresh supply hare had any other effect thaO) by 
putting immediate pleasures into his pchirer, to have 
driven the thoughts of his journey out of his mind. 

While he was thus spendii^g the day in contriving a 
scheme for the morrow, distress stole upon him by im- 
perceptible degrees. His conduct had already wcaritd 
pme of those who were at first enamoured of bis con- 
versation J but he might, perhaps, still have devolved 
to others, whom he might have entertained with eqnal 
success, had not the decay of his clothes tnftde it no 
longer conustent with theirvanity to admit him to tbcir 
tables, or to associate with him in public places. He 
now began to find every man from home at who^e house 
he called ; and was therefore no longer able to procure 
the necessaries of life, but wandered about the town, 
slighted and neglected, in quest of a dinner, which he 
did not always obtain. 

To complete his misery, he was pursued by the of- 
ficers for small debts which he had contracted ; and 
was therefore obliged to withdraw from the small num- 
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ber of frienSs from wnthn he hud still rcasou to hdpe 
for favour*^ - H« c^tom ws^ to lie in bed^the greatest 
part of the daft and to^ go out in the dark with the ut- 
most privacy:^ and alter haying paid his visit, return 
again bei^re aioniihg to his lodging, which was th^ 
garret of an obscure ina 

Being thus excluded on one hand, snd confined on 
tiie^ other, he suffered the utmost extremities of pover* 
t]ff and ofte]^. fslsted so. long that, he wc^s-^seized with 
fadntness, and had lost his appetite, pot beii^ able to 
bear the smeU of meat, till t(ie action of .his stoniach 
was restored by a cordial. 

In thb dis^ess, he received a remittance of five 
pounds fvom^ London, with which he provided himself 
a decent coat, andtdejtern>ined to go tp London, but un* 
happily spent his money at a favourite tavern* Thus 
^aa he again confined, to Bristol, where he was ever^ 
day ^untied by bailiffs. In this exigence he once more 
found a friend, who sheltered him in his house, though 
at the usual inconveniences with which his company 
was attended; for he could neither be persuaded to go 
to bed in the night, nor to rise in the day. 
. It is observable, that in these various sqenesof mi^ 
sery he was always disengaged and cheerful : he at 
some times pursued his studies, and at others continued 
or eolagjpd his e[Hstolary correspondet)ce ; nor was b6 
e^er sd^r dejected as to endeavour to procure an in- 
crease of his allowance by any other methods than ac- 
cusations and reproaches. 

He had now no longer any hopes of asustance from 
his friends at Bristol, who as merchants, and by conse- 
quence sufficiently studious of profit, cannot be sup- 
posed to have looked with much compasnon upon ne- 
gligence and extravagence, or to think any excellence 
equivalent to a &ult of such consequence as neglect of 
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economy- It ii natural to imagine, m^f of tboae, . 
who wouW .bare relieved hi* real wants, were discour- 
aged frocn the exertioD of their benevolence hy cbser- 
▼atioo or the use which was made of their fiiTourSf and 
conviction that relief would only be momentary) and 
that the ^me necessity would quickly return. 

At last be qmtted the house of his friepd, and return- 
ed to bis lodging at the inn, still intending to set out 
in a few days for London ; but on the 10th ot January, 
1748*3, having been at supper with two of his friends, 
he was at his return to has lodgings arrested for a debt 
of about eight pounds, which he owed at a coffee- 
house, and conducted to the house of a sheriff's officer* 
The account which he gives of this misfortune in a letter 
to one of the gentlemen with whom he had supped, is too 
remarkable to be omitted. ^ 

<< It was not a little unfortunate forme, that I spent 
yesterday's evening with you ; because the hour hinder- 
ed me from entering on my new lodging % however^ I 
have now got one, but such a one aa I believe nobody 
would choosy. 

<< I was arrested at the suit of Mrs. Read, just as I 
was going up stairs Id bed, at Mr. Bowyer'a ; but taken 
in so private a manner, that I believe nobody at the 
White Lion is appripid of i(; though I let the officeia 
know the etrength or rather weakness of my pocket, yet 
they treated me with the utmost civility ; and ^Kn when 
they conducted me to confinement, it was in such a man- 
ner, that I verily believe I could have escaped, which I 
would rather be ruined than have done, notwithstand- 
ing the whole amount of my finances was but three 
pence half-penny* 

^ In the firsi pkuce, I must bisist, that you will indtt»; 
Inously conceal this from Mrs. S" -*— s, because I 
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would not havte her good-nature suffer that pain, wkich^ 
I know, she would bft apt to feel cha this occasion.' 

** Next, I conjure you, dear sir^ hy aH the ties of 
friendship, by no- meani to have one un^i^ thought on 
my account; but to have the same pleasint^ry of coiiB' 
t^nance, and unruffled serenity of mind, trhich (God be 
praised 1) I have in this, and have had In a much se- 
verer calamity/ Furthermore, I charge yoti, if you va- 
hie Tiiy friendship as truly as I do yours, rioft to utter, or 
even harbour, the least resentment against Mrs* RcSad* 
I believe she has ruined me, butt freely forgive her; 
and (though I will never more have any intimacy with 
her) I would, at a due distance, rather do her an act of 
good, than ill-will. Lastly, (pardon the expression) I 
absolutely command you not to offer me any pecuniary 
assistance,* nor to attempt getting me any, from any one 
of yoi^r friends. At another time, or on any other occa-? 
sion, you.may, dear friend, be well assured, I would ra- 
ther write to you in the submissive style of a requests 
than that of a peremptory command. 

*« However, that my truly valuable friend may not 
tMnk I am too proud to a^k a favour,' let me intreat you 
to let me have your boy to attend me for this day, not 
only for the sake of saving me the expanse of porters, 
but for the delivery of some lotlafers to^people whose 
names I would not have known to strangers. 

"The civil treatment I have thus far met from those 
whose prisoner I am, makes me thankful to the Al- 
mighty, that through he has thought fit to visit me (on 
my birth-hignt) With affliction, yet (such is Kls great 
goodness !) my affliction is not without alleviating cir- 
cumstances. I murmer not ; but am all resignation to 
the divine will.- As to the world, I hope that L shall be 
endued by heaven with that presence of mind^ that se- 
rene dignity in misfortune, that constitutes the cl^rac- 
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ler «f ft true noblemftfi ; « dlg:fiitf far beyond that of 
coronets; a nobility ftriang from the jint principles of 
ptAhmpiify refined and exalted by those of Cbrisdamty." 

He continued fite days at the ofllcerV in hopes that 
life should be able to procure bail, and avoid tlM? ileces- 
shy of goihg^to prison. The state in vihlcb he paned 
Us time, and the -treatment vhieb be received, are rery 
justly expressed by him in a letter which he wrote to a 
filend : « The whole day /*^ says he, <* has Been em^y- 
ed in varioos pebple's fining my head with their fool* 
ish chimerical ^lems, which has obliged me coolly 
(as far to nature \^il} admit) to digest, and accommo* 
date myself to every different pers(»i's way of tick- 
ing; hurried frtmi one wild systein to another, tUl ithas 
quite made a chaos of my imagiBation,^aDd nothing 
done----proim9ed---«diflappo1nted-*--ordered to 'sdid, every 
hour, from a«e part of the town to the odier/* 

When his fnends, who had hitherto caressed ai!d ap- 
plauded him, found that to g^ve bail and pay the debt 
was the same, th^ all refhsed to preserve him &^ni a 
pcison at the expense Of dight pounds; atld therdbre) 
after having been finr some Ume at the ofiicfer -a house 
^ at an imihetise e3tt>ena^'' as he observes in hi^letter, 
he was at length removed to Newgate. ' 

This expense he ^was enabled to support by the 
generosity of Mri Nas|i at 3ath, who, updo receiring 
from him au account o^ hk condidon,infhiediately sent 
him five guitieas, atid prbtnised to pnjlBof^his subsctiptioD 
at Bath with all his ibteresl. - ' 

By his removal to NeWgate, he obtained at Ifeast a 
freedom fr6m suspense, and 'rest from the dbturbing 
vieisdtudes of hope -afid disappohillneiit : he iiow Toood 
that his friends were only companions, whd were wil- 
ling to share his gaiety but not to partake of his nas» 
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fortunes; and therefore he no longer expected' any aa- 
instance torn tbem« 

It musty however be obsenred of one gentl9ina% 
that he offered to releitee him by paying tb^'debt ; bnt 
that Mfif Savage' would not ^consent, I suppose^ because 
he thought he had before been too butthensbme to him* 

He waa offered by some, of his friends that a eoUec- 
tioD should be made for his ebtog^emeat ; but he 
<^ treated the proposal/' and d'eclared''^ <* he ite>uld again 
treat it, with disdain. As to writing any mendicant le^ 
ters|he had too l^gh a sfMrk^ andrdetermiittd only to 
write to some ministers of state tp try to regain his 
.pension.'! 

He jcontinued to complain f of those that had sent 
Inmlnto the country, and objected to them, tha^ he had 
" lost the^'profit of his play, .which had beei^ &usbedP 
three years ;'* and in another letter declares his resolu^ 
tion to publish a pamphlet, that the woild might know 
how << he had been used." 

1^18 pamphlet was never written,; fi)r he in a very 
short lime recovered his^usual tranquillity^ a^d cheer* 
fully applted himself to more inofijpnsive studies. He 
indeed steadily declared, that he w A promised a yearly 
allowance of fifty poioidBy and never received half thor 
sum; but he seemed to resign hif|Belf to that as well 
as to other misfortunes, and lose jthe remembrance of it 
in his amusements and employments. 

The <:heerfulnes8 with wluch he bore his confinement 
appears from the following letter, which he wrote Janu- 
ary the SOthy to one of his friends in London. 

<< I now wrke to you from my confinement in New- 
gate^ where I have been ever since Monday last i^fs 

* In a letter slier his confinement. Dr. J. 
t Letter, Jan. 15. 
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ftb'nnighty and where I e^of xnfself wiih Tnuek xooxt 
tranquilitf than I have known for upwards of a twelve- 
month past; hiivitig a room enti^df to myseH^ tod 
pursuing the amusement of my poetical stndies, uma- 
terrupted,' and agreeable to my mind. I tfaa&k the Al- 
mighty, I am now ail collected in myself; and, though 
my person is id coninement, mymifid can espamteon 
ample and useful sub|ects with all the toedom imagin- 
able. I am now more conreraant wkh the Nine than 
ever, and if, instead of a NeWg^e bird, I may %e alloW' 
ed to be a bird of the muses, I assure you, sir, I nng 
very freely in my cage ; soniettmes indeed in the f^ 
tive notes of the nightingale ; but at others inf diesrC^ 
strains of the lark/' 

In another letter he observes, that he noigee froiD 
one subject to another, without confinkig ^Aselfto 
any particular task ; and that he wasremployed one. week 
upon one attempt, and the next upon stfiother. 

Surely the fortitude of this man deserves, ftt least, 
to be mentioned with apj^Mise; and, whaterer &ults 
may be imputed to him, ^che virtue of safierkig well 
cannot be deided hini. The two pover8"Whkl)) io tbe 
opinion of &plctetu%, constituted a wise tiitui^ are those 
of bearing and forbearing ; whii^ it cannot indeed be 
affirmed to have been equally poBsesaed 1^ Savage* 
and indeed the want of one obliged him -very Aeqaefitly' 
to practise the other. 

He was treated by Mr. Dggge, ^he keeper of the 
pr|?9n, With great humanity ; ^vtrsis supported by him at 
his own table, without any certainty of recoimpeDse ; 
had a room to Itimielf, to which he il^ouid at any dme 
retire from aU distuiiiance ; waa allowed to ataod at the 
door of the prison, and sometimes taken oi^t into the 
fields ;* so that he suffered fewer hardships in piisoo 

• See this confimxedy^Geat Mag. tol. LVn. 1140. ^. 
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than be had been accustomed to undergo in the great* 
est part of his life. 

Th^ keeper did not coqfine hvi benevolence to a 
gentle execution of his of&ce, but made some over- 
tures, to the creditor for his release^ thougjh without ef-^ 
feet; and continued, during the whole time of his im- 
prisonment, to treat him with thfi^ utmost tendei:pe8s 
and civility. 

Viitue is undoubtedly most laudable in that state 
which makes it most d^fl^ult; and therefore the hu- 
manity, of a gaple^ cert^ly deserves this public attesta* 
tuMi ; and the man,^ who^ Jheart has not been hardened 
by such an ei^ployroent^ may be justly proposed as a 
pattern of benevolence. If an inscription was once en- 
graved '^ to the honest toli-gatherer,'* less honours ought 
not to be paid << to the tender, gaoler.'' 

Mr. ^Savage very frequently re<;eived visits, and 
sometimes presents, from his acquaintances i but they 
did not amount to . a subsistence^ for. the greater part 
of which he was indebted to the generosity of this 
keeper ; but tt^ese ffivours, however they might endear 
to him the pytrti^ar persoi^ from whom he received 
them, were very far from impressing upon his mind ^iiy 
advantageous ideas of the people of Bristol, and there- 
jfore he thought h€^ could not more, properly employ 
himself in prison, than in, writing a poem called '^ Lon* 
don and Bristol delineated*"* 

Whe& lie^had brought this poem to its present state, 

whi^h, without considering the chasm, i^ not perfect, 

he. wrote to Iiondon an . account of his d^^gu, and iur 

formed his friend, t that kp va^ determined to print it 

.-•..►. ■ ' - 
* The author preferred thif title to that of ^ London and 

Bristol compared/' which»when he began the piece, he in- 
tended t« prefix to it. Dr. J. 
f Hus ftiend was Mr. Cave the printer. N. 

Vol 11, . Gg 
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wkh UsAame; Imt enjoined Mm iKit to Qommnidcate 
hU iDtentioD to his Bristol acquaintance. Tfie gentle- 
aiaa> attrpriaedbat Ihs mcrfution, endeaToured to dis- 
auade him from publistntig it, at teast fnsm prefixing 
his Mme ; and declared) thait he Could not reconcile the 
k^unctioD of secrecy m&k his resblntion to own it at its 
first afipearitfice. To tins Mr. Sa^ge returned an 
answer^ ag;reeable to his character, in the fdlowing 
tmnss 

«I received fours this mdrtnng; ajMf liot iliiaout 
a little surprise at the confents. To asiswer a ques- 
tion with a quesfson, you aslc me concermng London 
and Bnnol, why wiU I 9Mdeimeated f W%y did Mr. 
"Vy^oolascon add the same word to his ReHgitm of Afa» 
wre f I suppose that it was his wiU aild pleasure to add 
it in his case ; and it Is mine to do so in my own. Tou 
ai« pleased to teB me, fhat you understand not why 
secrecy is enjoined, and yet I intend to set my tmme to 
it My answer is*«^I haire my priipate ivasons, which I 
am not o&Hged to explain to any one. You doubt my 
IHend Mr. S .■ ■ ■■ ■ . ♦ would not approre of it-^And 
trfaat Isit to me whedier hedoesornoti So yon im- 
agine %hat Mr. S^-^-^s to dictate to me^ If imy man 
who csdls inmself my friend should assume such an 
air, I would apitra at his fi<iendikhip with contempt. Ton 
«iy, I seem not to think, so by not^leling him lehowit— 
And suppose I do, what then? Berhaps I t:an, g^ 
^^easons- for that disapprobadon, vefj^ foreign Irom what 
you would iiftagme. You g^ &£t ki saying, Suppose I 
t9bould not put my^ame to it^^My aii^er is, liiati 
will not suppose any mch thing being determined to 
the contrary : neither, sir, would I hare you suppose 
that I applied to you for want of another press : nor 

*Mr.^Strong,oftheposUoffice» Nt" 
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would I litre fou imaginei that I oire Mr. S—* obli- 
gations which 1 do not."^ 

Such vaa hia imprudoiico, and inch Ms obatitiate ad* 
hereace to hia oiwi xeaolutioiia, howew absurd ! A 
priscmer 1 suprfiorted by charily I and, w|atev«r insults 
he might have received dunng the latter part of his 
stay at Bristol^ once caressed, esteemed, and present- 
ed with a liberal collection, he could fiarget on a sud* 
den his danger and iiis obligations to gratify the pelQ<^ 
lance of his nk, or the eagerness of has resentnent, 
and publish a satire, by «rhieh be naight reasonably ex« 
pect that he should alienate tluise who then supp6rted 
hhn, and provoke those whom be could neither reust 
aore^ape« 

This refiQludQO» fn^ fte eKecudoi of yMjph itis 
peobable that oi^y his death could 4ia¥e lundered bira^ 
is sufficiefi^t to sl^w, how much ]iie disregarded aU con^ 
•identtions that opposed his present passions, and how 
readily sfae h^^rded all future advantages for any im-* 
snediatQ gratifications. Whatever was his predominant 
iildination, neither' hope nor fear hindered him £rom 
complying with it.; nor had opposi^on any other eC* 
feet than to heighten his ardour, and irritate his vehe* 
nience» 

This performance- was however laid aside, while he 
was enoployed^ in soliciting .assistance from several 
great persons ; and one interruptiofi succeeding anoth- 
er, hindered hini fcpm supplying the chasna, and per*? 
haps tem retouching. the other part9, which he can 
hardly be imagined to have finished in his own opinion ; 
for It is. very unequal, and some of the lines are rather 
inserted to rhyme to others, than to support or improve 
the sense ; but the first and last parts are worked op 
with great spirit and elegance. 
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His dme was ap^nt ui tbe prison for the moBt pan 
in study, or in receiving Tisits; but sometimes be de- 
scended to lower amasemfints, and diverted himself 
ID the kitchen with the conversation of the ctiminats ; 
for it was not pleasing to him to be much without 
citoQpiaqr ; and^ though he was very capable of a judi- 
cioiis chmce* he was often consented with the first that 
offered; for this he wassometimea reprpved hf iuslneDdS) 
who found him surrounded with felons : but Use re- 
jKroofs was on tfaati as on other .occasionsy thrpwo away ; 
Jie continued to gratify himaeli^ acd;to set very little value 
on the opinion of others, 

Bol here^as in exery other acnie^ofHs tiS^ he made 
use of such opportunities as occurred of benefiting those 
vrha were in&re.inl«*rflhlft than, himself and was always 
ready to perform, any office of humanity to his feUow* 
prisoneoL 

He had now ceased from corresponding with soy of 
hb subscribers except one^ who yet cotfi^otied to reoit 
J^imthe twenty pounds a year which he had promised 
him^ and by whom it was eiKpectei^ that he would have 
been in a very short time, enlarged, because he had 
dhrected the keeper to inquire after the state. of his 
debts. 

However, he took care to enter iiis name acconiuig 
to the forms of the court,*'^ that the creditors might be 
obliged to make some allowance, if he^ was contiaued 
a prisoners and, when on that occasion he appeared in 
the hall, was treated with very unusual respect 

But the resentment of the city was afterwards raised 
by some accounuthat had been spread of tbe satire; 
and he was infornied that some of the merchants in- 
tended to pay the 4Biilowance which the, law required, 
and to detain him a prisoner at their own eatpense. 

• See Gent. Mag. vol. LVH. 1040. N. 
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This he treated as an empty menace ; and perhaps 
might have hastened the publication, only to shew how 
much he was superior to their insults, had not all hia 
schemes been suddenly destroyed. 

When he had been six months in prison> he received 
fram one of his friends,* in whose kindness he had the 
greatest confidence, and on whose assistance he chiefly 
Upended, a letter, ^hat contained a charge of very 
atrocious ingratitude, drawn up m such terms as sudden 
resentment dictated. Henley, in one of his advertise- 
ments, had mentioned, <' Pope's treatment of Savage**' 
This was supposed by Pope to be the consequence of 
a complaint made by Savage to Henley, and was there- 
fore mentioned by him with much resentment. Mr.. 
Savage returned a very solemn protestation of his in- 
nocence, but however appeared much disturbed at the 
accusation. Some days afterwards he was seized with 
a pain in his back and side, which, as it was not Vio- 
lent, was not suspected to be dangerous ; but growing 
daily more languid and dejected, on the 25th of July 
he Confined himself to his room, and a fever seized his 
spirits. . The symptoms grew every day more formida- 
ble, but his coiiditibn did not enable him to procure 
.any assistance. The last time that the keeper saw him 
was on July the 3ist, 17^3 ^ when Savage, seeing him 
at his bedside, said, with an uncommon earnestness, 
" I have something to say to you, sir ;'* but after a 
pause, moved his hand in a melancholy manner; and, 
finding himself unable to recollect what he was going 
to communicate, said, '^ 'Tis gone !'* The .keeper 
soon after left him ; and the next morning he died. 

* Kr* Pope. See some extracts of letters from that gen* 
tleman to and concerning Mr. Savage, in Buffhead's life of 
Pope,.p.5(». R. 
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He WM buried ih the church-yatd rf Bt. Peter, at the 
expeme of the keeper. 

Such wa» the life and de«lh^ of Richiod S&tage, t 
man equflly distinguished by his Yirtites and nces ; 
iiid at once remirkable bat lu» weaknesses and sbili* 
ties. 

He wat of a-midAetrtatim, of a Umi hsdAt\d IxAh^ 
long visage^ coatse- features; and' aeboich&ly aspect; 
of a grate and maniy deportBMnt, aeotenndigiikyof 
miaH but which, »poo a nearer acquaintance^aofiened 
jbto an engaging cashless of manners. >His walkwjfi 
slow^ and his voice tremulous and moUmlul. He wai 
easily excited to smiles, but veif seldom pfiovi^cedto 
laughter. . » . . ^. 

His mind was In an Qoeommoii degree TijgoroQfraiMl 
active^ His judgment was accurate, his apprebenvoa 
quick, and his memory so tenacious^ thai Ue was fre- 
quently observed to know wha^ he had learned Crem 
pthers, in a short time, better than those by whom he 
was informed ; -and couM frequently irecollect incident 
with all their combination of circumstances, which few 
would have regarded at the pre^nt ttmjP, but which the 
quickness of his appreheosioii impressed upon hiis* 
He had the^ peculiar felicity that his attention ticnt 
deserted him ; he was present to every c^ject, and re- 
l^rdful of the most trifling occurrences. . He bad the 
art of escaping from his own refiectioos, andaccpmioo- 
^ting himself to every new scene* 

To this quality is to be imputed tie ^teot of to 
knowledge, compared with the small time which be 
• apent in visible endeavours to acquire it. He mingled 
in cursory conversatio!) with the same steadiness of at- 
tention as others app ly to a lecture ; and apiidst the ap- 
, pearance of thoughtless gaity, lost no new idea that 
was started, npr any hint thai could be iinproted^* He 
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had l^eKefore made ia coffee-bouses tlie saiae profici^ 
eticy as others in their closets : and It is rennarkablei 
that the writings of a man of little eduaaioo an^ tittle 
reading, have an air o£ leamuig^ scarcely to hi^ Ibund in 
any other performances, bat which perhaps as oftea 
obscures as embellishes dxera« 
. His judgixM^t wa^ eminently exact both vkh regard 
^ to writhigs and tp men^ . The knowledge of life was in^ 
deed his chief «ttainment ; and it is not without jhmi^ 
satisfaction, that I can produce rthe suffrage ^f Savage 
in^vonr of humati<*naiure, <tfwh!ch^he never appeared 
to entertain ^uch odioiis ideas as^me who perhaps had 
neither his judgment nor experience^ have published) 
either in ostentadon of their sagacitjr,vkidication of their 
crimes, or gratiiication of their malice. 

His method of Itfe pailicularly qualified him for con* 
versation, of which he knew how to practice all the 
graces. He was never vehement or loud, but at once 
modest and easy, open and respectful ; his language 
was vivacious and elegant, and equally happy upon 
grave or humorous subjects* He was generally cen^ 
sured for not knowing when to retire ; but thatt was not 
the defect of his judgmeht, bat of his fortune ; when 
he left his company, he was frequently to spend the re- 
mdtining part of the night in the street, or at least was 
abatidoned to gloomy reflections, which it is not strange 
that he delayed as long as he could ; and sbmetimeil for- 
got that he gave others x)ain to avoid it himself. 

It cannot be said, that he made use of jbis abilitiee 
for the direction of 1iis own conduct i an irregular and^ 
dissipated manner of life had m^de him t^e slave o| 
every passion that happened to be excited by ihe pre* 
sence of its object, and that slavery to bis passions re« 
Giprocally produced a life irregular and dissip^ed. He 
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)t master ef his owd motions, nor could protDiM 

ing for next day. 

[h regard to his economy, nothing can be added 

relation of bis life. He appeared to tliink him- 
rn to be •upported by others,' and dispensed from 
cesMty of providing for himself; he therefore 
prosecuted any scheme of adfaotage, nor eodea* 
1 even to secure the profits which bis writings, 
have afforded him. His temper was, in conu- 
B of the dominion of his passions, unccrtaia and 
ious ; he was easily eng:aged, and e&ily dtsguit- 
it he is accused of retaining his hatred more 
msly than his benevolence, 
was compassionate both ^y nature and principle) 
vays ready (o perform offices of humanity ; but 
le was provoked (and very small oflFences were 
!(rt to pi-ovoke him) he would prosecute his re- 
with the utmost acrimony till his p&ssion bad 
:d. 
friendship was therefore of little value; for 

he was zealous in tile support or vindication of 
vhom he loved, yet it was always dangerous 
t him, because be considered himself as dis- 
i by the first quarrel Trom all titfs of honour or 
de ; and would betray those secrets which in ibt 
1 of confidence bad been imparted to him. Tbb 
B drew upon him a universal accusation of in- 
le.; nor can it be denied that he was very resdf 
limself free from the load of an oblig:atiDn; for 
d not bear to conceive himself in a state of de- 
le, bis pride being equally powerfal with his 
assions ( and appearing in the fo^m of insolence 
ime, and of vanity at another. Vanity, the most 
(Species of pride, was most frequently predp- 
I ho could not easily leave off, when he had onte 
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begun to ttieiHion hhmelf or hh work« ; nor ever read 
his verses without stealing bis eyes from the page, to 
discover in the.tace$ of his audience^ bovr they were 
afiected with any favourite passage. 

A kinder jiatne than that of vanity ought to be givea 
to the delicacy with wMch he was always careful to se* 
parate his own merit from ^very other man% and to 
reject that praise to which he had m claim. He did not 
forget, in mentioning his performances, to mark every 
line that had been suggested or amend(Bd i and was ao 
accurate! as to reia^ that he owed ihrce vforda m The 
Wandcrct to the advice «f his friends. , 

His veracity was questioned, but with little reason; 
l^is aOGountS) though not indeed always, the same^ were 
generally cmiaistent. Whea he loved any man, he sup- 
pressed all his.faiilts ; and| when he had been offended 
by him^ concealed all his virtues t but his characters 
were^ generally true^ sp far as he. proceeded ; though it 
canirpt be d^ed, that his partiality might have some- 
times the effect: of falaehood. / 

In cases ipdifferent, b^ was zealous for virtue, truth, 
and justice; he knew Yery. well the necessity of good- 
ness to the present and iuture happiness of mankind % 
nor is there perhaps any writer, ^who has less endea- 
voured to please by flattering the appetites, or pervert- 
ing the judgment. 

As an author, thereforeri^nd he now ceases to influ- 
ence mankind in any other character, if one piece 
which he had resolved Jo suppress be excepted, he' has 
very little to fear from the strictest moral ^r religious 
censure. And though he may not be altogether secure 
against the objections of the critic,, it must however be 
acknowledged, that his works are the productions of a 
genius^ truly poetical ; and, what tnany writers whoi* 
have been more lavishly applatUded cannot boast, that 



they have an erigiHal ur» wiiich bta no reseoftblaiiee of 
8DJ ferogohig writ«r} that the vecaUicatiDQ and sisti- 
stents have a cast fMcnilar- to themself e») Which no 
nan can imitate with awsceas^ becansa. what wa» ^ftture 
IB Savage would in mneiher be affectatioii. It mustl)e 
canieaaed, that hia deacripdooa are MrtUiDg.hfoiniagei 
ammated^ hia ictiiDDa justlf iaaaginedyand bis allegori« 
aitfitUjr pursued ; that hia dietion is iterated, ^»ugh 
aonaetimes forced^ and bis Jitt^iheta aonoriDus and pv 
jestic, though frequemlf sluggish and eneanoibeted. 
Of his STf le, the general fault ia h^shness, and its ge- 
neral excellence is <l^;aity ; of hia aentiinefitsy the pit* 
vailing beauty ia aimptici^^ and wnfermity the ^- 
vaiUng defect. 

For his life* or for l|]s WritingSy nQiie» who canfidiy 
eonaider hia fortune^ will think an apol<^ either 06« 
cessary or difficult. If he was not always siAclently 
faraemctedot) his a^bject, to luiowledge was at (east 
greater than could have bteen attained by others in the 
aame state. If his works were sometimea unfiiu^^ 
accuracy cannot reasdnably be exacted fimn a man op- 
preaaed with. want» which he has no iibpe at relieving 
but by a speedy publication. The insolence and re^ 
aentment of which he is accused were not easily to be 
avoided by a gveat mind, irritated by perpetual hai^' 
ships| and constrained hourly to return the spurns of 
contempt, and repreas the insolence of prosperity ; ^^ 
vanity may surely be readily ^rdonpd in him) to whom 
life aQbrded no other comforts than barren praises, and 
the conaciousness of deserving them. 

Those are no proper judges of his conduct, who hav« 
duipbered away their time oil the down of plenty ; BOt 
will any wise man presume to say, <^ had I been in ^' 
▼age's condition^ I ahould have lived or written^ better 
4hao Savage/* 
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This relation will not be whoUf without its use, if 
those, who languish under aay part of hii tufferings, 
'shall be enabled ta fortify their podeace, by reflecting 
that they feel only those afflictioDs from which the abi- 
lities of Savage did not exempt him ; cr those, whO| in 
confidence of superior capacitiea or attainments, dia* 
regarded the connnon maximsjof life, shall. be remind- 
cd, that nothing will supply the want of prudence ; and 
that negligence and irregularity long continued, will 
make knowledge usclos uid genius con- 

temptible. 



END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 
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